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[The  final  completion  of  these  FAMILY  RECORDS,  and 
passing  them  through  the  press,  is  associated  with  the 
severest  disappointment  I  could  possibly  experience.  It 
is  that  ^f)(E  (EW3®3^'^W<^M  did  not  Uve  to  put  the 
finishing  stroke  to  the  work  himself.  For  some  time  pre- 
vious to  the  com.mencement  of  his  last  illness,  I  feared  such 
would  be  the  case,  and  therefore  often  urged  him  to  put  the 
printing  in  progress,  offering  to  relieve  him  as  far  as  pos- 
sible in  everything  connected  with  it.  He  as  often  as- 
sured me  the  engagement  would  be  too  fatiguing  and 
exciting  to  his  weakened  nervous  system ;  and  I  at  last 
saw,  with  a  sorrow  known  only  to  myself,  that  another 
hand  than  his  own  would  have  to  present  the  Family 
Records  to  their  recipients. 

In  discharging  this  duty,  I  feel  deeply  the  responsibility 
which  has  devolved  on  me.  To  bring  out  with  correct- 
ness and  in  good  taste  a  volume  on  which  my  beloved 
brother  spent  the  leisure  of  his  life,  and  whose  complete- 
ness of  finish  characterized  all  that  he  did,  I  have  felt  to 
be  a  difficult  as  well  as  a  pleasurable  duty ;  and  knowing 
his  wish,  that  expense  or,  trouble  should  not  be  spared  to 
render  the  work  attractive  to  the  family  and  to  de- 
scendants, I  have  endeavoured  to  invest  it  with  a  dress 
befitting  its  intrinsic  worth.  Protracted  and  harassing 
duties,  together  with  a  change  of  residence,  have  pre- 
vented the  issue  of  the  volume  earlier.  And  being 
anxious  that  all  events  subsequent  to  1Eg(£  (H^'^&MI.- 
C^€^'(§  decease  shoidd  be  inserted  to  the  latest  date, 


I  have  made  numerous  additions,  which,  in  conformity  to 
his  special  request,  are,  in  every  instance,  placed  within 
brackets.  I  have  also  added  an  Appendix  {see  p.  303),  in 
connection  with  the  Family  Relics,  to  secure  their  pre- 
servation, and  facility  of  reference. 

I  now  commend  these  complete  and  very  valuable 
Records  to  each  branch  of  my  family,  and  especially  to 
its  younger  members,  earnestly  hoping  they  will  cherish, 
and  imbue  their  offspring  with  interest  in,  and  veneration 
for  their  ancestry.  This  only  will  secure  due  regard  for, 
and  a  perpetuation  of  the  history  in  its  different  branches, 
which  will  now  be  an  easy  task.  I  trust  too  tliat  a  scru- 
pulous attention  to  the  note  added  in  the  Preface,  will 

I  ever  prevent  this  volume  from  passing  into  the  hands  of 

i  those  wholly  unconnected  with  the  family. 

One  other  duty  remains  to  be  discharged — a  full  and 
accurate  memoir  of  ^iu  QThrouirlrr,  and  if  God  spares  my 
life  this  shall  be  done.  Rich  and  ample  materials  exist 
for  it,  and  the  felicity  of  tlie  task  would  far  outweigh  the 
labour  involved.  Posterity  wiU  naturally  wish  to  know 
more  of  the  individual,  of  whose  character  and  abili- 
ties these  Records  alone  might  be  deemed  a  truthful  re- 
flection ;  and  a  life  such  as  his  was,  should  be  faithfully 
chronicled  for  the  gratification  and  benefit  of  posterity, 
ilay  the  desire  be  realizeil.] 

FENNER  LUDD  FLINT. 
83,  Brecknock  Road,  London,  N. 
May,  1874. 


[EXTEACT  FEOM  THE  WILL  OF  "^^(E,  QL^'g&^Ri- 
€l®lx,  PROVED  IN  THE  COUET^OF  PROBATE, 
AT  CANTERBUEY,  NOVEMBER  30,  1869. 

"  And  whereas  with  great  labour  and  research  I  have  com- 
piled and  carefully  prepared  for  the  press  a  History  of  the  Flint 
Family  with  its  collateral  branches  from  or  prior  to  the  year 
1604,  I  do  enjoin  that  no  distribution  of  the  residue  of  my 
estate  be  made  until  such  work  be  handsomely  printed  accord- 
ing to  pattern  left,  and  embeUished  with  the  numerous  engravings 
prepared  for  that  purpose,  and  then  distributed  to  my  kindred  at 
the  discretion  of  my  Executors."] 
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PREFACE. 


The  foUowing  pages j  though  designed  only  for  my  relatives, 
may  require  a  few  prefatory  remarks.  The  circumstances  which 
originated  this  history  of  our  family  were  these — toward  the 
close  of  the  life  of  our  venerated  grandparent  ilrs.  Flint  of  Win- 
cheap,  she  would  occasionally  shew  to  the  writer  numerous 
letters,  documents,  memoranda,  and  articles,  possessing  no 
intrinsic  value,  hut  which  during  long  years  had  been  treasured 
by  her  as  mementos  of  departed  kindred.  With  emotion  she 
would  express  the  expectation,  that  on  her  decease  they  would 
no  longer  be  preserved  j  nor  was  this  improbable.  Not  a  mem- 
ber of  the  family  had  evinced  the  least  interest  in  its  history  : 
our  grandfather  had  even  forgotten  the  name  of  his  paternal 
grandmother,  and  on  the  sale  of  the  Family  House  had  passed 
the  title-deeds  to  a  stranger,  without  a  reference  having  been 
made  to  them,  although  as  was  subsequently  ascertained  they 
carried   back   our  lineal  ancestry  as  far  as  do  these  Eecords.- 

1  Sliould  this  book  not  be  carried  through  the  press  by  me,  it  is  my  earnest 
request  that  every  addition  made,  whether  in  the  text  or  notes,  may  be  inserted 
in  brackets.     I  entreat  that  this  may  be  most  scrupulously  observed. 

2  In  her  autobiography  Mrs.  Sherwood  strikingly  remarks,  "And  thus  rolls 
the  stream  of  man's  life,  sweeping  away  in  its  course  all  remembrances  of  the 
past  with  few,  very  few  exceptions  "  (her  long  and  distinguished  pedigree  con- 
stituting one),  "for  of  the  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands,  aye  and  thousands 
of  thousands  who  for  a  while  have  strutted  and  fretted  their  little  hour  on  the 
stage  of  life,  the  greater  part  have  quietly  passed  into  oblivion,  and  are  scarcely  re- 


With  the  promise  to  preserve  as  sacred  the  relics  aUiided  to,  if 
committed  to  my  trust,  I  resolved  also  to  obtain  from  the  donor 
the  extensive  information  connected  therewith,  existing  in  her 
memory  alone  ;  and  regarding  her  as  a  solitary  pillar  of  memorial 
soon  to  be  taken  down,  I  from  time  to  time  made  notes  of  every 
fact  I  could  gather,  respecting  both  her  family^  and  our  own. 
To  arrange  these  the  more  methodically  I  completed  a  family 
tree,  and  interested  with  my  task,  proceeded  to  extend  my 
inquiries  far  beyond  the  range  of  Mrs.  F.'s  remembrance  or 
knowledge.  Besides  searcliing  Wills  in  the  courts  of  Canter- 
bury, Eochester,  and  Doctors'  Commons,  the  parish  registers  of 
Ashford,  Canterbury,  and  other  places  both  contiguous  and  dis- 
tant, but  too  numerous  to  mention,  were  referred  to ;  and 
through  favour,  inspection  obtained  of  deeds  which  in  the 
transfer  of  property  helped  to  elucidate  the  past.  The  materials 
thus  secured  had  so  increased  Ln  1830  as  to  induce  me  to  com- 
pile the  "  Genealogical  Chart,"  embellished  with  ancestral  resi- 
dences, armorial  bearings,  fac-similes  of  handwriting,  Ac- 
While  this  memorial  was  admired  and  greatly  appreciated  by 
my  relatives,  yet  as  opportunities  failed  to  admit  of  its  fi'equent 
inspection   by  them,   it   very  imperfectly  subserved   the   object 

inembered  by  their  cbildren's  children,  unless  these  children's  cUildi-en  think 
they  can  derive  some  honour  to  themselves  by  saying,  such  and  such  was  mv 
fiithor's  father,"     See  p.  W. 

1  The  Fcnner  family,  and  collaterally  that  of  the  Ludds. 

'  The  blank  sheet,  measuring  6fty  inches  in  width  by  thirty-six  in  length,  was 
prepared  by  one  of  the  principal  map  publishers  in  London.  [This  unique  and 
beautiful  chart  is  most  carefully  preserved,  as  it  doubtless  will  be  by  descendants.] 


designed — that  of  rendering  each  familiar  with  the  annals  of  his 
forefathers.  In  18-12  I  therefore  printed  in  London  the  "  Brief 
Records,"  which  traced  our  lineage  through  eight  generations, 
and  though  exceedingly  condensed  gave  a  perfect  outline  of  the 
whole — reserving  till  a  future  and  fitting  period  the  preparation 
of  the  work  now  presented  to  my  esteemed  kindred. 

As  it  is  intended  for  the  entire  family,  the  five  branches  of 
which^  are  all  united  in  the  fifth  descent,  I  have  from  that  point 
brought  down  each  of  these  five  according  to  seniority,  which 
would  not  have  been  done,  had  I  designed  it  principally  for  my 
brothers  and  sisters  and  their  descendants ;  in  which  case  the 
sixth  generation  would  have  been  continued  alone  in  my  father, 
the  other  members  of  it  being  placed  subordinately — precisely 
as  with  the  issue  of  Abraham  Flint  the  elder. 

Conscious  that  in  a  record  like  this,  perspicuity  is  of  primary 
importance,  the  hope  is  cherished  that  it  has  been  attained ; 
though  in  the  arrangement  of  the  whole  the  advantage  of  refer- 
ence to  a  similar  work  has  not  been  possessed.  The  typogra- 
phical distinctions  which  are  introduced,  will  be  found  to  facili- 
tate the  desired  object ;  and  are  so  evident  that  an  explanatory 
remark  is  scarcely  required.-     If  it  cannot  be  affirmed  that  the 

1  My  father,  his  brothers  Rest  and  Abraham,  and  his  sisters  Priscilla  and 
Mary. 

'  If  needed,  I  would  slate — that  in  every  instance  the  memoir  of  a  lineal 
ancestor  is  printed  in  large  type,  and  occupies  the  full  width  of  the  page,  while 
those  of  his  descendants  appear  in  smaller  type  with  the  letterpress  set  back  or 
indented.  The  names  cf  his  children  are  always  given  in  ©Jgl  (E*tii5SI^S— li's 
grandchildren  in  SANS-SERIF — bis  great  grandchildren  in  EGYPTIAN — and 
Lis  greal-great-grandchildi'en  in   ITJ-LIC   capitals.     Thus   type  alone  would 


facts  and  dates  recorded  (the  latter  numbering  some  hundreds) 
are  free  from  error,  the  assertion  can  be  made,  that  great  pains 
have  been  taken  to  secure  correctness,  and  frequently  with  an 
amount  of  research  not  discoverable  from  the  materials  themselves. 
Should  it  be  thought  that  detail  has  been  too  largely  indulged 
in,  it  must  be  remembered  as  already  stated,  that  these  pages  are 
designed  only  for  my  relatives,'^  to  whom  even  trivial  occurrences, 
as  connected  with  their  ancestry,  can  scarcely  fail  of  interest. 
As  Wills  are  imperishable  documents,  admitting  of  ready  access, 
and  generally  containing  important  facts  in  relation  to  family 
history,  I  have  as  often  as  practicable  made  reference  to  them, 
giving  the  date  when,  as  well  as  the  court  in  which  they  were 
proved.  The  pictorial  and  other  illustrations  have  involved 
much  additional  labour  and  expense  ;  they  are  alike  truthful  in 
representation  and  respectable  as  productions  of  art.  To  each 
who  may  possess  the  volume  I  woidd  suggest  that  it  should  be 
durably  bound  with  a  quantity  of  blank  paper,  which  wUl  admit 
of  the  individual  appending  his  own  history,  and  that  of  his 
immediate  connections.  Possibly  in  years  far  distant  some 
descendant  influenced  by  feelings  congenial  with  my  own,  may 


shew  the  relationship  existing  between  the  individual,  and  his  progenitor  whose 
name,  with  the  dates  of  his  birth  and  decease,  appears  on  the  heading  of  the 
page. 

*  My  own  observation  renders  necessary  the  caution — in  case  of  reverses,  or 
the  sale  of  eOecLs,  let  not  the  book  find  its  way  into  the  auction-room  ;  far  rather 
consign  it  to  the  flames.  I  possess  j>n'ya/e  family  documents,  and  of  importance 
too,  which  became  mine  through  that  channel.  Neither  should  the  Recort's 
pass  into  families  connected  only  by  marriage  without  issue. 


compile  and  print  a  continuation  of  the  Eecords,  as  urged  in 
further  remarks  inserted  in  the  Appendix.^ 

It  is  to  my  junior  relatives  therefore,  rather  than  to  their 
parents,  I  would  express  the  earnest  hope,  that  tliis  memorial 
will  not  be  regarded  with  indifference ;  or  that  any  impressions 
may  be  fostered  by  them,  which  would  tend  to  lessen  the 
interest  it  is  expected  to  excite  in  minds  iniluenced  by  right 
feeling.  However  imperfectly  my  self-imposed  duty  may  have 
been  discharged,-  characters  are  here  perpetuated  which  claim 
their  homage — even  early  youth  may  find  examples  of  rare  love- 
liness and  excellence — and  age  may  contemplate  with  admiration 
the  exhibition  of  bright  and  matured  graces.  If  traits  of  filial 
devotion  and  fraternal  amity  and  love  have  been  recorded  with 
emphasis  somewhat  significant,  it  is  ascribable  to  the  resolve 
that  these  pages  shall  not  be  wanting  in  a  stimulus  to  the  cul- 
tivation of  those  inestimable  virtues.  It  is  a  remarkable  fiict 
that  for  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  our  ancestry, 
both  lineal  and  collateral,  have  with  scarcely  an  exception  be- 
longed to  the  Independent  or  Baptist  denominations. ^    To  those 

'  See  Appendix  O.  It  will  be  the  better  course  to  defer  the  perusal  of  the 
Appendix  till  it  comes  in  its  regular'  succession.  Reference  can  then  be  made 
back  for  the  requii'ed  connection. 

2  The  task  would  have  been  much  easier  to  hare  occupied  the  same  extent  of 
letterpress  with  a  tour,  or  a  memoir,  provided  the  history  of  the  indiridual  re- 
sembled a  running  and  a  fertilizing  stream,  rather  than  a  stagnant  water.  As 
in  recording  again  and  again  precisely  the  same  events,  a  repetition  of  phrase 
and  sentiment  may  have  occiu-red,  I  crave  the  considerate  indulgence  of  the 
reader. 

3  Not  a  shade  of  diiference  exists  between  them  either  in  doctrine  or  congre- 
gational polity — it  consists  solely  in  the  observance  of  one  rite. 


holding  nonconformist  principles,  this  must  be  a  source  of 
pleasing  retiection  ;  yet  others  whose  views  on  these  points  may 
differ,  assuredly  cannot  fail  to  revere  that  self-denying  integrity, 
which  in  the  exercise  of  conscientious  scruples  has,  age  after  age, 
submitted  to  civil  and  political  disqualifications — unrighteous 
and  un\vise — which  have  been  but  lately  removed.  Neither 
shoiild  the  circumscribed  and  selfish  feeling  be  allowed,  which 
would  restrict  their  interest  to  the  nearest  connections  only. 
Numerous  as  the  family  has  become,  let  it  be  recollected  that 
all  unite  in  one  common  ancestor,  THOMAS  FLINT,  Esq.,i 
whose  demise  took  place  as  recently  as  1824,  so  that  a  long 
period  must  transpire  before  the  degrees  of  consanguinity  are 
lost ;  and  should  the  writer  have  succeeded  in  accomplishing 
that  which  will  prove  to  be  a  connecting  link  of  fraternity,  his 
most  ardent  desires  will  have  been  realized. 

It  remains  for  me  only  to  express  the  assurance  that  it  wiU. 
ever  afford  me  pleasure  to  present  to  the  inspection  of  any  mem- 
ber of  the  family  the  relics  of  the  past  which  I  have  collected, 
and  to  which  further  reference  will  be  made.  And  when  my 
care  of  them  shall  be  ended,  they  wiU  be  bequeathed  to  my 
beloved  brother,  Mr.  Fenner  Ludd  Flint,  in  whose  keeping  they 
will  be  alike  accessible.     From  his  deep  interest  in  aU  that  per- 

1  "  Esq."  This  will  be  sparmgly  used,  as  it  has  ceased  to  be  the  distinction 
of  either  property  or  station.  Far  otherwise  in  my  boyhood.  I  remember 
asking  my  grandmother  why  it  was  applied  to  my  grandfather?  "  Because," 
she  replied,  "  his  income  is  £1,(X)0  per  annum,  unconnected  with  trade;  still  it 
is  his  only  by  courtesy."  Now,  the  man  with  slender  means,  looks  for  it  as 
eagerly  as  the  footman  for  his  gold-lace. 


PfiEFACE.  XV 

tains  to  this  work,  I  have  derived  constant  encouragemeut,  and 
to  his  valuable  aid  I  am  largely  indebted  in  the  completion  of 
my  labours.'' 

be:n'ja3ii2^^  feaxcis  flixt. 

Margate,  18[58]. 

"  Search— the  Book  of  the  records  of  thy  fathers.  "—Ezra. 

1  These  Eecorda  may  be  said  lo  have  been  completed  by  me  in  1858,  though 
additions  have  been  made  as  events  transpired.  The  Illustrations,  &c.,  it  will  be 
seen  were  prepared  at  different  times :  thus  the  title-page  bears  an  incorrect 
date. 
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FLINT     FAMILY. 


"  THE    LIFE    OF    M-U^ 

IS  summ'd  in  birthdays  and  in  sepulchres." 

Klrkf  While. 

"ONE  fiENERATtON  PA'^SETH    iWAY,  AND  ANOTHER  GENERATION  COMETH." 

Solomon, 

'^^^i^^^^f  S  from  tlie  earliest  records  of  mankiud  to  thf 
•pj^^^^lr-'h  present  time  Genealogy  has  ever  been  regarded 
xifnA^.  "^  \i  with  interest,  no  assertion  of  its  claim  to 
'^A  respect  is  here  required.  The  individual  who 
would  admit  his  iniUiFerence  to  an  acc^uaint- 
ance  with  the  names  and  histories  of  those  who  have  preceded 
him  on  this  stage  of  existence,  ami  from  whom  he  has  derived 
his  being,  must  be  strangely  deficient  m  the  better  sympatliies 
of  our  nature,  and  little  accustomed  to  contemplative  retro- 
spection. Yet  does  daily  observation  render  it  painfuUy  evident 
that  "  the  wants  and  enjoyments  of  the  present,  and  tlie  worldly 
hopes  of  the  future,  constitute  the  business  of  life ;  and  the 
past  is  regarded  only  as  a  dry  and  obsolete  book,  whose  pages  of 
wisdom  to  the  busy  actors  in  the  present  scene  are  dull  and  un- 

1      --^ 


■J  INTEODUCTION. 

profitable."'  To  my  kindreil  I  \vxll  hope  that  this  is  inapplic- 
iilile,  or  my  labours  will  have  been  in  vain. 

It  is  not  necessary  that  we  should  point  to  the  "  storied  urn," 
or  "  dusty  monument,"  to  justify  a  record  of  ancestry,  for,  as 
Lamartine  beautifully  remark.s,  "  Every  family  is  a  history  in 
itself,  and  even  a  poem  to  those  who  know  how  to  search  it.i 
pages."  The  simple  annals  which  are  here  preserved  can 
scarcely  fail  of  interesting  tliose  for  whom  alone  they  are 
designed  ;  exhibiting,  as  they  do,  the  varied  scenes  of  trial  and 
prosperity  through  which  our  forefathers  passed,  both  in  their 
personal  experience  and  ia  their  country's  vicissitudes.  It  is 
true  that  worldly  honours  were  not  allotted  to  thera,  yet,  as 
their  descendants,  we  may  glory  in  the  fact  that  a  large  portion 
of  our  ancestors  were  the  possessors  of  distinctions  more  digni- 
fied in  their  character,  and  more  durable  in  their  possession  ; 
while  it  is  of  those  thus  ennobled  that  holy  writ  has  aihrmed, 
"  the  righteous  shall  be  ia  everlasting  remembrance." 

The  vfovd  Jiint  is  pure  Sason,  having  precisely  the  same  signi- 
fication in  that  language  as  in  our  own  ;  but  whether  those  who 
bear  the  name  are  of  Saxon  origin,  is  a  matter  of  conjecture. - 
"With  respect  to  our  own  familj',  obHvion  has  drawn  its  dark  and 
impenetrable  veil  over  all  preceding  the  year  IGOO.  As  during 
two  centuries  the  town  of  Ashford,  in  Kent,  was  theu-  constant 
residence,  ami  its  churchyard  their  place  of  sepulture,  a  brief 
description  of  the  former  is  desii'able. 

It  is  pleasantly  situated,  on  rising  ground,  at  the  commence- 

1  Eoacli  Smiili.  the  Antiqimry. 

-  Tlirougli  a  friend  I  sought  The  opinion  of  Mr.  Lower,  tUe  well-known  nutlioi' 
of  Historical  JTssays  on  Einjlish  t>ui-iinmts  (London.  Smith,  Second  Edition. 
Gs.)  118  to  our  own.  It  happened  not  to  have  hud  his  previous  notice  ;  hut  in  a 
third,  and  enlurjjed  edition,  it  has  received  a  passing  mention.  Among  those  ot 
similar  origin,  FLIKT  is  of  less  frequent  occurrence  than  C/n^,  Cludk,  Cole, 
Stone,  Sdiirfs,  Irons,  Slccle,  Gold,  Jrwcll,  and  Di/motid.  In  the  nijriud  names 
of  the  Lundon  Uircctorv  not  a  dozen  Flints  are  to  be  found. 
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iiiptit  of  tlie  iiaiTow-  iMit  fertile  valo  of  tlio  river  Stour,'  Ijoiimliil 
nn  oncli  side  by  swelling  hills,  in  its  course  through  C'auter1)iiry 
to  the  sea,  at  Sandwich,  twenty -five  miles  dLstant.  The  mention 
of  Ashford  in  Domesday  Book  is  evidence  of  its  antiquity  ;  and 
the  county  historian- further  informs  us  that  "about  liSO  Sir 
John  Fogge  re-beautified  the  church,  built  its  sumiituous  tower, 
and  founded  by  his  license  a  college  and  choir."  The  edifice, 
admitted  to  be  superior  to  that  of  most  country  towns,  contains 
several  noble  monuments.  Its  lofty  tower  is  visible  over  a  wide 
extent  of  country,  and  cannot  be  gazed  on  without  the  reHectieu 
tliat  by  several  generations  of  our  ancestors  it  was  the  welcome 
nlijeot  whicli  often  cheeied  thenr  as  they  journeyed  liomewanl. 
The  town,  consisting  principallj'  of  one  wide  street,'*  has  alwaj^s 
maintained  a  claim  to  respectability,  "  the  houses  being  mostly 
modem,  and  the  inhabitants  of  genteel  rank  in  life  ;"  beside? 
which,  immediately  around  it  are  the  residences  of  several  of  the 
gentry  and  nobility.  I'istant  fifty-four  miles  from  London,  and 
fourteen  from  Canterbury,''  it  was  not  in  past  days  shut  out 
from  intercourse  with  the  world ;  the  latter  city  was  doubtless 
regarded  as  its  metropolis,  both  on  account  of  it?  ecclesiastical 
importance,  and  also  its  trade  ;  and  as  for  age.s  the  high  road 
from  the  Continent  to  England  lay  through  Canterbury,  it  niu.st 
have  been  the  chief  source  whence  the  good  folks  oljtained  their 
news,  before  daily  posts  and  friendly  newspapers  con\-eyed  it  tn 

1  "  Tlie  Stouv  traverses  a  sweet  vale,  coraraandcd  by  tlie  hi;^ii  t^i-oves  ami 
nvenucs  of  Eastwll  Park,  and  tlie  dne  seals  of  Ol.mtigli,  Gudmeisliaiu  Park,  and 
Cln I liam  Castle."— r/ia  Rioers  of  Enyluud  and  IVules,  bi/ 8.  L.wis  (Limdoii, 
1355). 

2  HasU'd  is  yet  more  entitled,  to  the  nppcllatiou  than  Ireland,  but  raJLTfiicc  is 
liorc  made  to  Lbe  latter. —  Vol.  II.,  p.  39'2. 

^  In  consequence  of  contiguity  tu  the  rich  grazin;^  district  of  Komiiey  M;irsli, 
a  noted  stock-mnrket  lins  long  been  liuld  bere.  on  alternate  weeks :  in  Ici'dj  it 
was  removed  from  the  High  Street  to  the  suburbs  of  the  town. 

*  The  distances  from  Asbford  of  the  following  places,  of  which  mention  will 
be  made,  arc  here  given  : — Appledore,  9  raiica ;  Biddenden,  12  ;  I3iUiiigton,  6  ; 
Cranbrijok,  19  ;  Faversbam,  12;  Hnthfield,  3;  Maidstone,  19;  Mersiiam  0; 
Staplohurst,  16  ;  Xenterden,  12  ;  Westwtdl.  2;  VTje,  i. 
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every  district.  Duriug  the  war  of  the  French  EevoUitimi, 
Ashford  was  made  a  military  station ;  but  the  happier  arts  of 
peace,  and  the  appliances  of  science,  have  recently  conferred 
upon  it  far  greater  importance.  The  South-Easteru  Hailway, 
forming  the  main  trunk  from  London  to  Dover,  was  opened  to 
the  town  in  1844,  and  since  then  the  tributary  lines  connecting 
Margate  with  Hastings  have  crossed  it  there,  thus  rendering  it 
so  central  a  station  as  to  induce  the  company  to  make  it  their 
great  manufacturing  depot,  to  the  lasting  benefit  of  the  place.^ 

It  is  remarkable  that  for  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  years 
our  branch  of  the  family  occupied  the  same  residence,  long  con- 
sisting of  two  dwellings,  but  afterwards  converted  into  one. 
As,  however,  a  full  description  of  the  Family  House  is  given 
elsewhere,^  further  allusion  to  it  is  here  unnecessary.  On  com- 
mencing these  researches,  the  most  carefid  inspection  was  made 
of  the  parish  register,^  but  so  illegible  had  some  of  its  earlie.st 
entries  become,  that  the  names  of  the  parents  of  our  first 
ancestor  here  recorded  could  not  with  certainty  be  deciphered. 
One  generation  has,  therefore,  been  lost,  and  we  are  compelled 
to  commence  our  history  with  THOMAS  FLINT,  born  in  1G0.5. 


1  In  1841  it  conmiiifd  616  linusos,  anrl  3,100  inhabitnnts.  In  1851  llicsc  hail 
increased  to  902  bouses,  and  5,007  iuiinl)itauts. 

2  Sec  Appendix  G. 

'  Instead  of  llie  customary  fee,  I  presented  tlic  Vicar  with  two  guineas,  and 
devoted  Ihe  morning  of  March  29,  1832,  in  hia  library,  to  the  esauiinalion  of 
the  entire  register. 
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Situated  on  the  south  side  of  the  High  Street,  in  the  centre  of  the  town. 
It  was  purchased  by  our  Uneal  ancestor,  Mr,  Thomas  Flint,  who  died 
here,  Feb.  5,  1677:  aged  70;  from  which  period  it  continued  to  be  the 
home  of  our  fathers  till  Oct.  1801,  when  it  was  sold  by  Mr.  Thomas  Fhnt, 
on  his  removal  to  Canterbury.  The  house  was  newly-fronted  by  Mr.  F. 
m  17S3. 

B.  F.  F  1S4S. 


GEN".  I.  11305—1(377.         THOMAS  FLINT.  Lifp.. 

THOMAS    FLIXT. 

1605—1677. 
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ENQUIRE,   I  PRAY  THEE,   OF   THE    FORMER  AGE,   AND  PREP.YRE  THY- 
SELF TO  THE  SEABCH  OF  THEIR  FATHERS." Bildiul. 

I^^m-^homas  J; lint,  ieonmoxgeei  and 

BEAZIER,  ASHFOED,  was  born  in  or  about 
tlie  year  1605,  just  after  Elizabeth  had  closed 
her  distinguished  reign.  The  information  pos- 
sessed respecting  him  has  been  gathered  from 
only  two  sources.  In  the  title  deeds  of  the  Family  House  it  is 
shown  that  the  first  half  of  the  property,  or  the  older  tene- 
ment, was  purchased  by  him  of  one  Jane  jMaynard,  probably 
about  the  year  1650.  But  it  is  from  his  WiH  we  glean  the 
few  facts  connected  with  his  history.^  From  this  document 
the  inference  we  are  compelled  to  draw,  is  that  either  he  had  '' 
made  a  previous  distribution  of  "  the  worldly  estate  which  God 
of  His  mercy  had  lent  him,"  or  that  the  final  division  was  very 
unequal.  Thus,  to  his  "  sonne,"  and  out  Uneal  ancestor, 
"  Benjaimne  Flint,"  he  left  "  one  sliilling  of  lawfull  money," 

1  This  trade  is  both  ancient  and  respectable.  Of  the  ninetv-ODe  London 
Companies,  that  of  the  Ironmongers  stands  tentb  in  the  order  of  precedence, 
and  therefore  is  one  of  the  twelve  styled  "The  llonoiirable. "  It  was  incor- 
porated in  1464. — See  Sadtpi's  Dictionary  of  Dates. 

2  With  what  interest  have  I  handled  that  last  fragTnent  which  time  has 
spni-ed,  Ihe  identical  docjiment  which,  one  hundred  and  eiffhty  years  njo.  was 
taken  to  the  "  sicke"  man's  chamber,  to  receive  his  solemn  approval,  and  the 
mark  of  his  trembling  hand.  Need  I  rcmiuJ  my  relatives  it  can  be  inspected 
on  the  payment  of  a  Lriilmg  fee  ? 
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'while  to  a  granJchilJ,  Lydia  James,  lie  bequeathed  tliii'ty 
pimuds.  We  ;ire  obliged  further  to  iufer,  that  some  family 
ditfcreuces  must  have  existed,  from  the  fact  that  the  reversionary 
interest  given  to  his  son  Joseph  in  tlie  Family  House,  was 
made  to  depend  on  his  "  dutifidl  conduct"  to  his  "now 
mother ;"  as  should  be  decided  by  the  "  executor  and  overseers." 
liesides  this  freehold,  he  died  possessed  of  foitr  tenements  in 
Atihford,  which  he  had  more  recently  piu'chased.  The  Will 
contains  several  bequests,  wliich,  though  quite  in  character 
^vith  that  age,  would  now  be  regarded  as  singular ;  thus,  ho 
leaves  to  "  his  said  deare  and  loveing  wife,  SAEAH  FLINT, 
the  use  of  aU  the  goods  now  standing  and  being  in  tlie 
chamber  called  the  best  chamber,  and  of  the  greate  cupboard 
now  standing  and  being  in  the  hall  of  my  said  dwelling-house  ; 
and  of  five  paire  of  my  best  sheetes  to  be  taken  at  her  clecion 
[election]  for  and  during  the  term  of  her  naturaU  life."  Mr. 
Flint  appointed  Thomas  Barber,  of  Sandwich,  brewer,  liis  sole 
executor,  and  his  "  loveLng  friends,  Nathaniel  Kennett,  of  Crau- 
brook,  brazier,  and  George  Ellis,  of  Wye,  tayler,  overseers"  (or 
trustees),  "  to  be  aiding  and  assisting  his  said  executor."  It 
\vould  appear  that  for  several  months  previous  to  his  decease  he 
was  in  a  feeble  state,  as  on  the  21st  of  August,  1676,  the  date 
of  his  Will,  he  alludes  to  being  "  sicke  and  weake  of  body," 
and  to  this,  perhaps,  may  be  attributed  its  being  executed  with  a 
cross,  which  was  no  evidence  of  his  iuabuity  to  write,  the  cir- 
cumstance frequently  happening  at  that  period.  It  is  to  be  ho[>ed 
that  it  was  not  in  mere  accordance  with  legal  form  he  states,  "  I 
recommend  my  soul  into  the  hamls  of  Almighty  God,  my  Slaker, 
hoping  through  the  meritorious  death  and  pitssion  of  my  Loid 
antl  Sa\-iour,  Jesus  Ckiist,  to  receive  remissicju  and  pardon  of  all 
my  sins."  There  can  be  little  dnuljt  that  lie  regarded  liim.selt 
a.s  a  member  of  the  E.^tablished  Church  ;  yet  wa.s  he  no  .stranger 
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to  the  principles  of  those  wlio  then  dared  to  dissent  from  its 
coiumunion.i  ]Mr.  Flint  was  tliiice  married,  and  by  each  wife 
he  left  issue  ;  but  the  most  diligent  efforts  to  ascertain  the  maiden 
name  of  either  have  hitherto  been  unsuccessful.  He  died  ilon- 
dav,  February  5,  1677,  aged  about  seventy-two;  and  on  the 
l.jth  of  the  same  month  his  Will  was  proved  in  the  Prerogative 
Coui't  of  Canterbury.-  As  a  tradesman,  we  have  great  doubts 
whether  in  display  he  could  have  competed  with  the  present 
day;  still,  as  such,  he  must  have  been  respectable,  as  copper 
tokens  were  struck  bearing  his  name,  with  the  date  166i,  and 
on  the  reverse  the  inscription  "  in  Ashford,"  with  the  initials 
in  the  centre  rj,^g  ,  evidently  including  those  of  his  third  wife, 
who  survived  him  but  two  months.  These  coins  have  been 
often  found  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  one  is  carefully  preserved, 
of  wliich  an  engraving  is  given  in  the  next  page.^ 

1  Crosbv  states,  and  Ivimey  confii-ms  the  fact,  that  "  the  Reverend  Samuel 
Fisher,  Vicar  of  Ivdd  (in  liomney  Marsh),  a  learned  and  pious  d.vine  having 
embraced  the  views  of  the  Baptists,  relinquished  his  ivmo;  and  prelerment 
worth  £500  per  annum,  was  baptized,  and  jomed  the  church  at  Aslilord  ;  and 
there,  on  Friday,  JuW  27,  1049,  engaged  in  a  public  defence  of  his  principles 
acrainst  several  noted  "ministers,  and  m  the  presence  of  t«o  thousand  auditors. 
cTur  lineal  ancestor,  Benjamin  Flint,  was  born  nme  davs  alter  but  his  talher 
Thomas,  witnessed  the  quietude  of  the  little  town  disturbed  by  the  great 
o-atherine  and  probably  listened  to  the  discussion,  never  imagining  that  a 
";.andson  and  after  hira  a  h.ng  line  of  descendants,  would  be  converts  to  those 
°entiments.-SfB  Crosbys  History  of  the  Bajptists,  Vol.  I.  p.  362,  and  Ivwiej/ s, 

'■^  This' 1^  the  6ist  Will  in  the  name  of  Flint  which  has  been  proved  there 
during  the  last  four  hundred  years,  the  period  over  which  my  search  extended 
A  gentleman  connected  with  the  office  rendered  me  most  essential  service,  ami 
amVd  me  bv  stating  that  researches  similar  to  mine  were  cninmon-that  he 
hid  often  assisted  individuals  connected  w,th  our  modern  gentry,  who  would 
recoil  from  contact  with  trade,  but  who,  after  retracing  a  tew  generations  dis- 
co vced  to  their  dismay  that  their  ancestors  had  been  carpenters  smiths  or 
members  of  some  other  handicraft.  Pretending  not  to  have  noticed  the  circum- 
stance, the  remark  has  then  been  made,  ■'  Well-that  is  sufficient-lt  is  perhaps 

needless  to  proceed  further."  .,..,,  ^-         ,   • 

3  "These  tradesmen's  tokens,  struck  by  about  30C0  individuals,  continued  in 
circulation  till  1672,  when  government  first  issued  farthings,  propel  y  ="  ^•''  le^; 
Mauv  bore  the  arms  of  those  who  issued  thein  ;  one  Ashtord  token  l>  t  '-is  dis- 
tinguished. Another,  of  similar  size,  be.irs  this  .nscripti..ii-  Samuel  V\  ood 
a'tishford.  his  Halfpeiiy.  1666  "-S.e  Be.ssC,r,op.d,ajas.  Tradesmen  s 
roi.iw.  164i  to  1072.  by  J.  Y.  Akeruuui,  F.S.A.     {ito.,  184J.) 
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Contemporary  with  Mr.  Flint,  other  branches  of  the  family 
were  residing  at  Ashford,  Westwell,  Eoughton-Aluph,  Canter- 
buiy,  Eye,  and  Sandhurst. 

Thus  scanty  are  the  particulars  we  possess  relative  to  our  first 
ancestor.  Would  that  some  life-like  portrait  had  descended,  to 
preserve  to  us  his  personal  identity  ;  or  yet  more  to  be  coveted, 
that  the  pencil  of  some  Flemish  artist  of  that  day — so  skilled 
in  depicting  such  scenes — had  portrayed  the  Christmas  night, 
when,  under  "  the  old  ro(3f  tree,"  and  the  pendant  mistletoe,  the 
venerable  man  and  his  family  were  gathered  before  the  blazing 
hearth,  "  with  well-dried  logs  supplied,"  there  listening  as  he 
amused  them  with  many  an  incident  of  a  L^ng  and  chequered 
life.  Alas  !  that  all  should  have  perished.  His  joys  and  sor- 
row.s,  his  hopes  and  disappointments,  his  opinions  and  feelings, 
are  alilce  forgotten  ;  and  even  his  bed  of  dust,  no  longer  known, 
has  been  disturbed  to  yield  a  resting-place  to  other  slum- 
berers.i 

One  thing,  however,  remain.?  to  us  ;  we  can  recall  the  period 
in  which  he  lived,  and  which,  historicaUy  considered,  must  be 
regarded  as  among  the  most  eventful  in  his  country's  annals. 
Mr.  Flint  was  born  in  the  year  of  the  Gunpowder  Plot.  He 
shared  in  the  gloom  created  by  the  civil  wars,  the  conflict  ap- 
proaching as  near  as  to  ^laidstone  and  Canterbury,  witnessed 
the  emotion  caused  in  his  native  town  when  the  intelligence 

1  TLe  Ilcgislor  pi-civu9  timl  ho  w.ia  iiiton-cd,  as  iilso  Lis  tLii-J  wile,  in  AsLfurd 
cUuvcli^unl,  but  ihc  ^lJul  is  ui.laio«u. 
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arrived  that  tlie  tjTaiuiical  Charles  had  sutfered  on  the  scaffold, 
regarded  with  wonder  the  rising  power  of  Cromwell,  and  trem- 
Lled  as  at  wide  intervals  tidings  were  brought  of  the  ravages  of 
the  plague  in  Loudon, ^  and  a  few  months  after,  that  lire  had 
reduced  one  half  of  the  metropolis  to  ashes.  Residing  within 
twenty  miles  of  the  Medway,  it  was  with  more  than  general 
concern  he  heard  of  the  Dutch  having  burnt  our  ships,  and  felt 
a  glow  of  patriotic  iudig-nation  against  tlie  man  he  was  com- 
pelled to  acknowledge  as  Sovereign.-  If  we  glance  at  the 
domestic  and  social  life  of  our  ancestor,  my  youthful  relations 
win  perhaps  be  surprised  at  the  statement,  that  in  all  probability 
neither  tea  nor  coffee  ever  found  a  place  on  liis  table — that  if 
his  business  called  him  to  London,  the  journey  was  made 
(assuredly  not  in  winter)  in  two  days  on  horseback  f  good  care 
being  taken,  on  approaching  town,  to  travel  in  company,  or 
purse  and  life  too  would  have  been  imperilled — that  it  was  Ln  his 
forty-fourth  year  a  weekly  mail  delivery  was  first  established — 
that  in  his  time  not  a  newspaper  was  published  in  Kent,  the  few  | 
iu  the  metropolis  corresponding  in  size  with  a  foolscap  sheet  of 
letter-paper — and  that  instead  of  Eeading  Eooms,  and  Public 
Libraries,  the  resort  for  news  was  to  the  barber's  shop,  or  the 
ciiurch  porch  on  the  Sunday  morning.  As  a  Freeholder,  we 
may  conclude  that  he  availed  himself  of  his  fi'anchise,  and  that 
once  at  least  in  his  life  he  was  seen  on  Pennenden  Heath, 
re-spectably  mounted  and  attired,   gravely   discussing   with  his 

1  As  well  bn  might.  "  In  tlie  aummer  of  1625  the  plague  ravagpil  llic  town 
of  Ashfoid  in  11  .hvadfnl  m.niDn-."—Irdand's  Bisturij  of  Kent,  Vol.  II. .p.  392 

2  Ortuu  have  I  been  amused  with  Pep_\s's  remuiks'at  this  period  :— •  The  dis- 
may that  is  upon  us  all  in  the  business  of  the  kingdom  and  the  navj  at  this 
day,  is  not  to  be  expressed  otherwise  than  by  the  condition  the  eitizens  were  in 
when  the  eity  was  on  tire.  It  is  strange  how  everybody  do  now-n-ilaya  reflect  upon 
Oliver,  and  commend  liiin,  what  brave  things  he  diil,  and  made  all  the  neighbour 
princes  fear  him — though  he  was  the  greatest  rogue  in  the  world." — Pepi/s's 
Diavi/,  Vol.  III.,  pp.  15.5,  187,  200. 

3  Five  years  before  Mr.  laint's  death  (1G72)  "  tiiere  were  tUi-oughout  the 
kingdom  only  six  stage-coaehes  that  were  eoustanlly  going." 
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acquaintiiuee  the  merits  of  the  candidates ;  but,  with  no  ue\s^.s- 
papers  or  reporters,  we  are  iucHned  to  think  those  doughty 
Knights  of  the  Shire  were  not  very  rigidly  called  to  account  for 
their  Parliamentary  conduct.  Such  were  the  "good  old  times," 
which  some  would  wish  us  to  believe  were  preferable  to  our 
own. 

In  closing  the  history  of  THOMAS  FLINT,  I  remark,  such 
was  tJie  urkjin  of  our  fam'dij,  and  on  it  we  may  look  back  witli 
satisfaction.  It  were  pitiable  pride  that  would  reluctantly  admit 
we  sprang  from  a  tradesman — a  reputable,  industrious,  and  com- 
paratively independent  man  ;  his  own  landlord,  and  standing  in 
that  rehition  to  others  ;  one  of  that  midtUe  class  whose  home 
was  the  scene  of  comfort,  though  not  of  luxury,  and  who,  iu 
true  old  English  phi'ase,  termed  it  his  "  castle."  I  will,  how- 
ever, confess  that,  while  pursuing  these  researches,  I  have  often 
wished  that  they  had  conducted  to  true  heraldic  distlnctiou. 
That  for  our  first  ancestor  we  might  have  boasted  of  one  whose 
Amis  were  those  Le  bravely  wielded  at  Chalgrove,  or  !N"aseby, 
in  defence  of  his  country's  Liberties  ;  or,  nobler  stUl,  to  one  who 
had  preferred  a  prison  to  the  surrender  of  conscience,  and  who 
courageously  bore  on  his  shield  a  Cross.  These  are  high  aspi- 
rings ;  but  such  honour  was  not  reserved  for  us. 

Previously  to  noticing  the  issue  of  Thomas  Flint,  the  attention 
of  the  reader  is  directed  to  the  annexed  Table  of  Descent ;  for, 
though  the  utmost  regard  has  been  had  to  arrangement,  it  is  im- 
probable that  the  family  in  all  its  branching  will  be  clearly  com- 
prehended without  such  aid.  A  few  minutes  attentively  given 
to  that  page  must  contribute  much  to  the  interest  \vith  which 
the  book  will  be  perused.^ 

By    three    wives    Jfr.   Flint    left    issue   five   sous   and   three 

'  Alv  kiiidrod  of  the  eighth  generation  will  perhup.?  be  stiii'lled  bv  the  a.«ser- 
ti.iii  ihut  within  thiit  limit  Pttcli  hiis  Imil  one  iiim.ln'd  iiiid  tweiitv-'eigbt  Hu.'mI 
auueators.      BhieLjloiie,  iu  his   ComnunUirieS:  (Vol.  H.  p.  203),  ix'murks :— "  It 
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NoTB. — The  want  of  space  having  precluded  the  separate 
GcDeratloo  are  of  necesaitj  (rroupod ;  sod  only  the  issue  in  the 
Sauubl  Flint  of  the  Fourth  Gon.      Though  excluded,  the  familn 
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ianta  of  their  common  ancestor,  Thomas  Flint,  Esq.,  (who  died  in  1S2-1,)  those  in  the  Seventh 
iown  to  the  Eightb  Gen.  The  family  name  is  traceaole  in  no  other  branch  except  that  of 
.ed  are  correctly  traced  in  the  "  Brief  Records  "  to  a.d.  1600,  or  earlier. 

Margate,  March,  1861,  Scrip. 
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iluuglitei's.     Tht;   cLildfen   by   Ilia   first   wife,    !MAl;'i'lIA,  wore 
TlioiUiis,  Simon,  Sarah,  aud  Abraham. 

I.  "lihOinilS,  born  at  AsKford,  September  5,  1(537.  He 
h.id  issue  by  liis  first  wife,  ALICE,  two  sons. 

I.  RALPH,  christened  at  Bobbing,  near  Sittiiy- 
bourue,  April  '2,3,  11)04. 
II.  THOMAS,  w-hose  name  alone  survives. 
Ou  April  22,  1075,  he  married  his  second  wife,  SUSANNAH 
GATELY,  of  Ashford,  who  died  December  24,  1718;  but 
of  his  death  we  have  no  record.  They  had  issue  two  sons 
and  one  daughter, 

in.    WILLIAM,  born  at  Ashford,  June  4,  1070. 
IV.    ELIZABETH,  l^o™  January  13,  1081  :  died  in 
infauc}^. 
V.    JOHN,  born  June  1,  1084. 

1 1.  S'llUOlt,  bom  at  A.shford,  August  11,  1030.  His  name  is 
found  written  in  a  Bible,  wliich  it  is  believed  has  been 
preserved  in  our  family  from  that  time  to  the  present. 

III.    Surah,  bom  November  14,  IG41. 

i\  .  ...AUl'illlilin,  born  January  12,  1044.  It  is  a  cause  of 
regret  that  nothing  is  known  of  this  individual,  especially 
as  the  subsequent  attachment  to  liis  name  evidences  his 
having  possessed  a  peculiar  claim  to  regard.  He  wrote  a 
good  hand,'  aud  is  presumed  to  have  been  a  Latin  scholar. 
On  the  blank  leaf  of  a  volume  entitled  Dyhe  on  the 
Lord's  Supper  (London,-  1642),  is  found  the  following 
entry: — "The  ages  of  the  children  of  Thomas  Flint  and 
Martha,  his  mfe,  taken  out  of  the  register  of  Ashford, 
September  1,  16C4,  by  me,  Abraham  Flint: — Vicker." 
From  this  it  may  be  inferred  that  he  was  a  minister  ;  but, 
if  so,  not  in  the  diocese  of  Canterbury,  as  a  careful  search 


is  at  the  first  view  astonishing  to  consiiler  tiie  number  of  lineal  ancestors  whiuli 
i-vi-i-y  uian  has,  within  no  very  ^reat  number  of  degrees;  aud  so  many  different 
bloods  is  a  man  said  to  contain  m  his  veins  as  he  hath  Uneal  ancestors."  Verily 
we  are  a  mised  race  ! 

'  See  fac-simile;  also  Appendix  O. 

'  Had  not  si>me  ruthless  liand  turn  out  nearly  the  whole  of  the  two  preceding 
pn(;es,  his  history  would  have  been  handed  down  to  us  with  a  yet  earlier  pedi- 
k'l'ee. 
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has  proved.  It  must  be  remembered  that  this  was  a 
period  when  even  greater  disorder  prevailed  in  eccle- 
siastical than  iu  civil  affairs. 

Issue  by  second  vrife,  SUSAI^XAH,  two  sons.  She  must 
have  died  shortly  after  thi;  birth  of  Lonjamin,  the  younger  child. 
The  register  for  this  period  is  lost. 

V.  Joseph,  Wire-drawer,  Ashford.  On  August  23,  1677, 
at  St.  Mary  Bredin's  Church,  Canterbury,  he  married 
ABIGAIL  HOWGILL.  One  other  event  may  be  as  truly 
recorded,  as  of  him  who  first  bore  the  name — "And 
Joseph  died,  and  aU  his  brethren,  and  all  that  generation. " 
Words  simple  but  touching. 

VI.    liCltJilllUn,  born  August  3,  16-19.      Our  Uneal  ancestor. 

Issue,  two  daughters,  by  tldrd  wife,  SAEAH.  She  died 
April  G,  1G77. 

y  II.    '^I'tliit,  bom  April  9,  1651  ;  married  Mr.  JOHN  JAMES, 
and  had  issue  a  son  and  daughter. 

I.  JOHN. 

II.    LYDIA.     A  branch  of  this  family  was  Uviug  at 
Sandwich  in  1732,  and  was  on  terms  of  close  in- 
timacy with  our  ancestor,  Abraham  FUnt  the  elder. 
VIII.    .jVliU'tJ,  born  September  29,  1655,  died  October  1,  1697, 
a<'ed  -12.      She  lived — she  died,   comprises  her  obituary, 
and  with  it  closes  the  first  generation. 

"  From  .scenes  of  years  long  past  and  faintly  sho%\^. 
Through  the  dim,  fketteu  screen  which  Time  has  drawtj, 
Concealing  ancestry  in  rayless  night  ; — 
TuE  Chronicler  now  turns  to  dawning  light." 


^^HaX^    «^<iS'i'  ^;wc^^ 
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Li/. 


r.ENJAMIN    FLINT. 

1349— nco. 


|;ienjanun  Jjltnt,  moxMONOEEanj 

M?  LKAZIEE,  ASHFORD.  Tu  tlie  lamcntal)Io 
cu'Ciimstauce  of  hLs  ".lying  intestate,  is  to  be  at- 
triljuted  tlie  entire  absence  of  any  information 
connected  with  this  generation.  By  the  title 
deeds  of  tlie  older  part  of  the  Family  House  it  is  found  he  pos- 
sessed himself  of  it,  thongh  it  was  not  bequeathed  to  him  by  his 
father;  and  that  in  1698  he  purchased  the  remaining  tenement, 
afterwards  to  form  one  dwelling.  On  Sunday,  August  24,  1G73, 
he  married,  hy  license,'^  at  Appledore,  Jliss  ANJ^TE  BUTCHEE  ; 
and  in  the  register  of  licenses  occurs  the  following  singular 
entry  : — "  Benjamine  Flint,  of  Ashford,  Brasior,  a  Each',  aged  23 
yeares  or  thereabouts,  whose  Father  is  hereunto  freeley  con- 
senting, &  Anne  Butcher  of  Appledoore,  Maiden,  aged  likewise 
about  23  yeares  ;  her  father  dead,  her  mother  also  freeley  con- 
senting— married  at  Appledoore."  This  village,  situated  about 
nine  miles  from  Ashford,  was  then  an  obscure  place,  but  is  now 
a  station  on  the  Hastings  railway.-     j\Irs.  Fiiut  is  supposed  to 

1  Not  then  frequent  as  now. 

-  "  Up  a  broad  estuary  of  the  sea,  which  flowed  tbrougli  tliat  fjreat  green 
plain  [ages  since  silted  up],  sailed  the  Danish  fleet  of  hardy  pirates — those  wild 
and  adventurous  spirits  of  a  murderous  and  sarage  age — destroying  and  learing 
tile  large  and  wealthy  town  of  Appledore  in  liainea  and  ruing,  and  returning  to 
the  ocean  laden  witii  the  plunder  of  its  murdered  inliabitants,  onlv  to  commit 
greater  and  more  terrible  acts  on  another  part  of  the  Kendsh  shore."  — See 
■Folkestone  and  its  Kciglihonrhood.  p.  187.  h;/  S    I.  Markie,  F.G.S.,  F.S.A. 
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have  been  the  daughter  of  ]Mv.  Tlic.ufis  Butcher,  of  ^^tallk■hurst, 
clothier,  whose  Will  was  proveil  at  Canterbury  in  1009.  I'n- 
fortunately,  tlie  chasm  which  occurs  in  the  register  of  each 
parish,  precludes  the  establishing  her  parentage  with  certainty.^ 
She  attained  the  age  of  only  forty-five,  her  important  life  being 
probably  sacrificed  to  maternity,  as  eight  children  survived  her, 
tiie  youngest  being  but  tlu'ee  years  of  age.  Mrs.  Flint  died 
Vredncsday,  December  18,  1695,  and  on  Christmas  Day  wa.f 
interred  in  the  adjacent  churchyard.  How  touching  must  liave 
been  the  scene,  though  forgotten  generations  since.  "While  all 
around  was  mirth  and  festivity,  at  that  grave,  long  "  kept  green 
with  tears,"  was  grouped  a  family,  whose  hearts  were  more 
desolate  than  winter  in  its  deepest  gloom.  How  lonely  was 
their  hearth  that  evening — how  harrowing  the  glance  at  that 
vacant  chair,  associated  with  the  remeinljrance  of  a  mother's  love 
and  attentions  on  previous  Christmas  Days.  So  beautifully 
appropriate  are  the  strains  of  the  lowliest  of  our  admired  bards, - 
that  we  might  almost  imagine  they  had  been  the  utterances  cd' 
one  of  those  sorrowing  sons  : — • 

"The  yiile  log  burns  as  brightly  now 
To  warm  the  chilly  air, 
As  wheu  beneath  the  laurel  bougli 
My  mother  graced  her  chair. 

"  The  bells  ring  out  as  merrily, 
As  sweetly  sings  the  choir, 
As  when  with  Christmas  minstrels}" 
They  carolled  round  lier  fire. 

1  Tlic  STstcm  of  rarucl.ial  Ucgisliati.m  coiuii.cncc.l  in  llie  year  1538,  but  f„r 
a  long  period  lUo  iTgiatcrs  were  mnst  irrcgiilnrly  kept  .?o  few  weie  the  entrii's 
in  propcirtion  to  the  popuhition.  u.s  to  render  it  evident  tluit  tlie  mnjoritv  of 
nnnies  were  not  recorded:  nliile  in  troublous  times,  sueli  ua  during  tbo  Civil 
War  anil  tlie  Commonwenltb,  registration  was  in  numerous  instanrea  omitted 
altogether.  Tlie  reluctance  of  the  clergy  to  ciimply  with  tbe  Act  wns,  however, 
the  principal  obstacle,  as  by  it  tlie  clergyman  was  required  to  transmit  annuiillv 
to  the  odiee  of  his  Diocesan  a  duplicate  of  all  entries  during  (lie  past  year,  sucil 
docuniculs  becoming  alike  accessible  to  the  public  with  the  parish  books. 

■'  Poems  by  Edward  Cupern,  rural  poslm.in  of  Buhford.     1856. 
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"But  she  has  left  her  wonted  place, 
And  dull  is  every  snuml, 
The  joy,  the  light  of  each  loved  face 
Sleeps  far  beneath  the  ground." 

Mr.  Flint  survived  his  wife  scarcely  five  years,  ami  marri.'il 
again,  but  when,  or  to  whom,  is  not  known.  By  this  marriage 
there  was  no  issue.  From  the  circumstance  of  his  dying  in  his 
fifty-first  year,  and  intestate,  it  is  probable  his  last  illness  was  of 
short  duration,  or  such  as  to  have  incapacitated  him  for  the  im- 
portant duty,  which  ought  to  have  had  his  previous  attention. 
As  his  children  were  all  christened  at  church,  we  have  pre- 
sumptive evidence  that  he  belonged  to  that  communion ;  yet  he 
lived  to  see  his  eldest  son  embrace  the  principles  of  noncou- 
fjrmity,  and  from  him,  if  from  no  other  source,  he  must  have 
been  made  acquainted  with  the  truths  of  evangelical  religion. 
He  departed  this  life  Thursday,  August  15,  1700,^  and  on  the 
ISth  of  the  following  month  his  widow,  r)EBOPv,AH,  and  his 
son  Abraham,  took  out  Letters  of  Administration  at  Canterbury. 
Little  remains  to  perpetuate  the  name  of  our  ancestor.  On  tlie 
blank  pages  of  Dyke,  already  referred  to,  he  has  recorded  the 
births  of  all  his  chilcben,"  but  a  more  durable  memorial  is  the 
silver  tankard,  ti)  which  no  ordinary  value  is  still  attaclied, 
bearing  the  initials  p"  ^  ,  and  most  probably  either  purcliased 
by,  or  presented  to,  our  ancestors  on  their  marriage  in  1(37-3. ■^ 

1  If  births  be  sulslltuteil   for  deaths,  tlie  following  coincidence  of  Antes  is 

woi-lliy  of  iiolice  : — Tliomas  Flint  died  in  1677,  and  his  son  Borjainin  in  1700 

Iheir  descendants,  Tliomas  Flint,  was  born  in  1777,  and  his  sun  Benjamin  (the 
writer)  in  1800. 

-  The  copy  of  his  autograph  is  taken  from  this;  but  in  the  snme  pn.i-o  he 
writes  uur  name  with  the  tirst  and  last  letters  single,  as  well  as  doubled. 

'  The  tankard  is  plain,  and  in  siiapc  tapering  shghtly  towards  the  top.  whiclt 
hns  a  flat  cover  attached  to  the  hamllu  by  a  hinge,  its  weight  is  twentv-two  .ind 
a  half  ounces,  and  contents  one  quart.  The  stamp  has  the  crown  and'inuial  of 
Charles  II.,  thus  certifying  its  dale  ;  but  .ts  all  remembrance  of  Benjamin  and 
Anne  Flint  was  lost,  it  was  regarded  as  uncertain  to  what  branch  of  the  lamily 
it  had  belonged,  and  the  risk  was  not  a  little  of  its  being  bartered,  like  other 
artiiles,  for  modern  plate.  Having  discovered  its  origin,  my  uncle,  Abraham 
Flint,  in  acknowledgment  of  these  services,  kindly  bcquenthcd  it  to  me  in  his 
Wdl.     It  now  benrs  a.  lengthened  inscription. 
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Often  while  haudling  this  "  lo^^ng  cup  — toi  hUtli  htLKilly  it 
has  heen — I  have  wished  that  it  were  vocal,  ami  in  rliyming 
mood  have  exclaimed — 

Thoii  could'st  recount  full  many  a  tale — 
The  blithsome  scenes  of  olilea  days  ; 

When  "with  spiced  wine,  or  uut-browu  ale, 
Aiid  jocund  song  or  Christmas  lays. 

Midst  rosy  smiles,  and  accents  bland, 

Thou  passedst  round  from  hand  to  hand. 
AVith  regard  to  the  period  in  wliich  Mr.  Flint  lived — horn 
but  six  montlia  after  the  decapitation  of  Charles,  it  might  b(3 
said  that  he  was  "  cradled  in  storms."  His  hoyliood  was,  of 
course,  contemporary  v/ith  the  Commonwealth.  At  the  date  of 
his  marriage,  the  illustrious  Dreamer  had  not  been  released 
twelve  months  fi'om  Bedford  gaol ;  and  while,  like  his  father, 
Thomas  Flint,  he  witnessed  the  tyranny  and  misgovernment  of 
the  Stuarts,  more  privileged  than  him,  he  saw  the  overthrow  of 
that  execrable  dynasty,  and,  by  the  glorious  Eevolution  of  1688, 
the  liberties  of  Britain  placed  on  a  secure  basis.'     It  is,  perhaps, 

^  In  perusing  iXacauIay'a  liistorij,  with  lively  interest,  the  feeling  1ms  been 
heightened  by  the  ott-rccui-riiig  rellcction  that  the  stirring  events  it  records 
had,  as  they  transpired,  excited  still  stronger  emoLioa  in  my  ancestor  and  nnme- 
sake.  While  Jacobites  would  rather  "  squeeze  an  ora7iye/' he  from  his  silvi'r 
tankard  drank  rigl't  loyally  to  the  long  lite  and  prosperity  of  his  rightful  sove- 
ri'ign,  King  Wilii.im. 
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worthy  of  note  that  iu  his  time  "the  fairs  countie  of  Kent" 
was  distinguished  for  manufactuxes  as  well  as  for  agriculture.' 
In  Canterhury  the  silk  trade  flourished,  and  from  its  looms  were 
thrown  the  finest  hrocades  and  court  dresses ;-  while  the  "Weald 
of  Kent  was  noted  for  its  manufacture  of  cloth,  the  town  of 
Cranhrook  heing  its  central  market.  Iron  also  was  raised  and 
worked  extensively  at  Lamberhurst,  where  was  cast  the  massive 
railing  which  surrounds  St.  Paul's  Cathedral ;  and  prior  to  1685 
paper  was  made  only  in  Kent,  the  chief  mills  heing  at  Dartford. 
If  towards  the  close  of  our  ancestor's  life  facilities  for  locomo- 
tion had  a  little  increased,  the  risks  of  the  traveller  were  as 
formidable  as  ever.  Mounted  plunderers  swarmed  on  the  public 
roads.  "  One  day  the  Bristol  mail  was  robbed  ;  another  day 
the  Dover  coach  ;  then  the  Norwich  waggon  ;"  and  stories  were 
frequent  of  "  travellers  stripped,  bound,  and  flung  into  ditches."^ 
Can  we  wonder  that  the  custom  prevailed  to  pass  the  honey- 
moon at  home,  or  that  the  will  was  formally  prepared  before  a 
journey  was  undertaken  ? 

Benjamin  and  Anne  Flint  had  issue  four  sons  and  six  daugh- 
ters ;  namely — 

I.    (HlUabctlt,  born  at  Appledo-e,  AprQ  23,   1074.     Died 
shortly  after  birth,  which  was  jji  emature. 

II.    Abraham,  bom  at  AaMord,   Friday,  March  19,  1675. 
Our  lineal  ancestor ;  the  third  in  descent. 

III.     cHtllitUn,  bom  December  24,  1676.     Died  in  infancy. 

1  la  1673,  on  journeying  from  Miirgate,  Eroljn  writes,  " —  the  husbandry 
far  exceeding  any  part  of  Jingland  for  the  accurate  cultivation  of  tlieir  (rround, 
in  which  they  excel  even  to  curiosity  and  emulation.  We  passed,  as  it  were, 
through  a  sweet  garden  to  Canterbury."  Then,  as  now.  Margate  bad  "  brewers 
of  a  certain  headv  ale." — See  John  Eoelyu's  2Ievwirs,  Vol.  II.  p.  80. 

2  "Of  all  the' manufactures  with  which  the  French  rcfugets  endowed  this 
kingdom,  not  one  acquired  a  more  magnificent  development  than  that  of  silks. 
Fu-st  m  tb.:  quarter  of  Blackfriars  at  >Janterbury,  skilful  workmen  from  Tours 
and  Lyons  established  themselves.  In  1694  their  numbers  had  so  greatly  in- 
creased, that  they  possessed  1000  looms,  giving  work  to  2,700  persons  ;  but  the 
majority  finally  settled  in  London,  in  the  district  of  Spitalfields."— Pro/essor 
Weiss' s  History  of  the  French  Protestant  Befugees,  p.  253.     (1854,  Svo.) 

^   Macuulay's  History  of  Eiir/lnnd,  A'ol.  V.  p.  113  ;   et  se.j. 
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IV.    (ElUabctll,   born  April  25,  IGTS. 

Y.  IjCUJaiUin,  bom  March  9,  1G80.  His  name  and  signa- 
ture, which  is  neat,  occur  in  the  title  deeds  of  the  family 
house,  where  he  is  described  as  "of  Cranbrook,  brazier." 
On  June  12,  170.5,  he  married  Miss  SARAH  CRUTTEN- 
DEN,  of  that  town,  of  whom  no  further  record  remains 
but  the  register  of  her  burial,  May  1,  1720,  "  a  Dissenter" 
being  appended.  As  the  name  is  not  found  Eimong  the 
baptisms,  nothing  is  known  of  their  children,  except  the 
interment  of  BE2sJAMIX,  "an  infant,"  on  July  10,  171.S. 
When  Mr.  Flint  died  is  uncertain,  there  being  two  entries 
in  the  name  of  Benjamin,  one  in  1727,  the  other  in  177-1. 
Probability  favours  tlie  inference  that  he  was  the  Benja- 
min Flint  who,  as  a  Messenger  from  the  Baptist  Church  at 
Kolveuden,  met  xlbraham  Flint — and,  if  so,  his  brother — 
at  the  annual  Association  of  the  churches  on  May  9,  1705. 
Rolvenden  is  distant  but  five  miles  from  Cranbrook. 

YI.  ^lichilVb,  born  January  14,  1681.  In  the  deed  just  re- 
ferred to,  bearing  date  1704,  he  joins  his  brother  Benjamin 
in  conveying  his  share  iji  the  Family  House  to  their  brotlier 
Abraham.  He  is  there  described  as  "  of  Maidstone, 
grocer,"  and  signs  in  a  good  bold  hand.  After  much  re- 
search, nothing  more  has  been  ascertained  respecting  him, 
save  that  he  voted  as  a  freeholder  at  an  election  for  the 
county. 

YII.    ^^lliri},  born  January  30,  1083. 

YIII.  SaVnh,  bom  December  4,  1GS5.  In  her  history  the 
remarkable  dispensations  of  Divine  Providence  are  dis- 
cernible. Her  early  life,  and  more  especially  her  mari-iage, 
rendered  it  of  all  things  least  probable  that  she  would  be 
the  parent  of  those  who  would  attain  to  affluence  and 
honour  :  yet  one  of  her  sous  sat  in  Parliament  ;  other  de- 
scendants shared  the  like  distinction— one  tilling  a  still 
higher  station,  and  several  being  found  among  the  county 
magistracy  and  clergy.  On  April  29,  1710,  she  was  mar- 
ried, at  St.  Alphage  Church,  Canterbury,  to  Mr.  HENRY 
GIPPS,  of  Ashford,  he  being  in  his  thirty-fourth,  and  she 
in  her  thirty -first  year.     Mr.  Gipps  is  stated  to  have  been 
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a  son  of  the  Rev.  George  Gipps,  of  Wye,^  but  at  that  time 
a  soldier — whether  from  attachment  to  military  life,  from 
misfortune,  or  early  dissolute  habits,  is  unknown.  If 
from  the  latter,  his  character  was  reformed  ;  stiU,  our 
family  were  annoyed  by  the  connexion,  but,  as  love  brooks 
no  control,  they  purchased  his  discharge  from  the  army, 
and  placed  himself  and  wife  in  business  as  corset-makers. 
He  died  February  9,  1755,  aged  seventy-three,  and  was  in- 
terred in  Ashford  churchyard,  his  broken  headstone  now 
forming  part  of  the  pavement  in  one  of  the  footways." 
Mrs.  Gipps,  who  survived  her  husband  twelve  years,  died 
November  26,  1707,  aged  eighty-two,  and  on  December  3 
was  buried  in  the  graveyard  ("Church  Fields")  belonging 
to  the  Episcopal  Chapel  at  Deal. 

Mrs.  Gipps,  and  our  venerated  grandfather,  might  be 
termed  the  connecting  links  between  the  earlier  and  the 
present  generations  of  the  family,  their  joint  lives  ex- 
tending over  a  period  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine 
years.^  She  was  fifteen  years  old  when  bereaved  of  her 
father,  Benjamin  Flint,  and  at  the  time  of  her  decease  our 
grandfather  had  attained  his  twenty-second  year  :  thus,  in 
his  frequent  intercourse  with  his  great  aunt,  he  had  the 
privilege  of  holding  converse  with  one  who  must  have  re- 
tained a  distinct  recollection  of  our  ancestor,  Benjamin, 
who  was  probably  famdiar  with  the  history  of  her  grand- 
father, Thomas,  and  whose  acquaintance  with  every  im- 
portant circumstance  connected  with  her  own  brothers  and 
sisters  was  doubtless  perfect.  Alas  !  that  such  precious 
opportunities  should  have  passed  utterly  neglected.     Mr. 

>  la   Bervy'9    County  Genealogies  he    is    represented   as   a  brother   of  the 
cler-vman,  a  son  of  Simon  Gipps,  and  grandson  of  Eogei-  Gippa,  who  m  1607 
mamed  Helen,   daughter  of  Sir  William  Brockman.     Oripps  Arms :  Azure,   a 
fesae  engrailed,  bttueen  sis  estoiles,  or. 
••i  It  bears  the  Iblloning  inscription; — 

Here  lies  the  remains  of 

HENET  GIPPS, 

who  died  the  9th  dav  of  February,  1755, 

aged  73. 

He  left  issue  bv  Sarah 

That  the  Gipps  family  should  thus  have  spurned  the  memory  of  their  ancestor, 
has  been  more  than  once  animadverted  on  in  one  of  the  Canterbury  jnurpals 

3  Namely,  from  16»5  to  1824.     The  few  facts  recorded  were  communicated  to 
me  bv  mv  Traudfather  ;  for  the  dates,  I  had  to  search  the  respective  registers. 
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and  Mrs.  Gipps  had  issue  five  sons  and  two  daughters  ; 
the  dates  appended  to  their  names  are  not  those  of  birth, 
but  of  baptism,  as  extracted  from  the  Ashford  register. 

I.  LANDMAN  GIPPS,  Apra  21,  1717. 

II.    RICHARD,  March  16,  1719.     Died  in  iiifaucy. 

III.  ANNA  MARIA,  June  S,  1722. 

IV.  SARAH,  AprU  10,  1724. 

V.  RICHARD,  September  9,  1726. 
VI.  GEORGE,  January  10,  1729.  His  wealth  was 
partly  derived  from  his  matrimonial  connexions. 
In  17S8  he  founded  the  Canterbury  Bank,'  and 
represented  that  city  in  four  ParUaments,  from 
1780  to  1796.  He  died  February  II,  ISOO,  aged 
seventy-two,  and  is  interred  in  Harbledowu 
Church.  Mr.  Gipps  married  thrice : — 1.  ELIZA- 
BETH JOA^'NA,  daughter  of  .John  Roberts,  of 
Harbledown,  Gent.  ;  2.  SARAH,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Stanton,  of  Barcelona,  Merchant  ;  3. 
SAPiAH,  daughter  of  Thomas  Lawrence,  M.D., 
President  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians, 
London.  She  survived  her  husband,  as  did  two 
sons  by  his  second  wiie,  George  and  Henry. — 
I.  GEOEGE.  He  was  educated  at  the  Grammar 
School,  Ashford,  with  my  father  and  uncles  ;  the 
relationship  behig  then  acknowledged.  Through 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  he  has  resided  at 
Howletts,  his  seat,  near  Canterbury,  and  has  been 
a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  county.  In  early 
life  Mr.  Gipps  sat  for  a  borough,  since  disfran- 
chised. II.  HENSY.  He  was  Rector  of  St. 
Peter's,  Hereford,  during  fourteen  years,  and  died 
in  that  city  in  1SS2,  aged  about  forty-seven. 
Having  purchased  the  living  for  £10,000,  he 
vested  it  in  trustees,  that  after  his  death  no 
clergyman,  not  even  his  own  son,  should  hold  it 
unless  he  was  a  godly  man,  and  preached  the 
Gospel.  Eminently  devout,  unwearied  in  his 
labours,  and  deeply  imbued  with  Christian  charity, 
he  was  beloved  by  the  pious  of  all  denominations. 

'  The  origiual  firm  wiis  tliat  of  Messrs.  Simmons  and  Gipps.  They  opened 
on  Julv  5,  and  among  the  nnmes  first  entered  in  their  books  wevc  those  of  our 
nr.cesturs,  Messis.  Feuner  and  Flint. 


Fac- simile  of  Autogiapl 
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A  Baptist  minister,  who  had  shared  his  friendship 
twelve  years,  and  who  favoured  me  with  these 
particulars,  remarks — "Next  to  the  late  Joseph 
Hughes,  of  Battersea,  I  consider  Henry  Gipps  to 
have  been  the  most  C'hristlibe  man  I  have  ever 
known."  Mr.  Gipps  married  a  sister  of  J.  P. 
Phimptre,  Esq.,  late  M.P.  for  East  Kent ;  and 
his  eldest  son  was  returned  to  ParUameut  for 
Canterbury  in  1S52. 
VII.  HENRY  GiPPS  resided  at  Hythe.  His  son 
GEOSGE  was  the  rector  of  Ringwold,  near  Deal, 
and  father  of  SIR  GEORGE  GIPPS,  ICnt.,  nine 
years  Governor  of  Australia.  Returning  home  in 
iU  health,  he  died  shortly  after,  on  February  28, 
1847,  aged  fifty-six,  and  is  interred  in  Canterbury 
Cathedral.      "  The  shrine  of  a  great  man.",' 

lA.  ^Uuia,  born  November  17,  1687.  She  married  Mr. 
THOMAS  DAWSON,  of  Deptling,  near  Maidstone,  who 
dying  intestate  in  1733,  Mrs.  Dawson  and  her  son  took  out 
Letters  of  Administration.  The  only  further  fact  ascer- 
tained respecting  her  is,  that  she  was  living  in  1737,  and 
was  a  legatee  in  the  will  of  her  brother  Abraham.  Issue, 
one  sou. 

I.  DANIEL  DAWSON,  of  Canterbury,  Linen- 
draper. 
X.  ^lartlUl,  born  April  3,  1G92.  She  married  Mr. 
SPE-INGALL,  of  London,  who  died  previously  to  1737. 
An  early  orphan,  aud  an  early  widow,  she  was  familiar 
with  earth's  sorrows  as  well  as  its  joys  ;  when  these  closed, 
or  where  may  be  found  her  grassy  hillock,  we  know  not, 
but  her  brief  history  forms  an  appropriate  finale  to  another 
generation.    < 

"And  such  is  humaj^  life  at  best, 

A  mother's — A  LOVEK's — THE  OREEN  EARTH's  BREA.ST  ; 
A  NOSEGAY  FORM'd  OF  FLOWERETS  THREE  — 

Primrose,  and  myrtle,  and  rosemary." 

See  Eclectic  Review,  November,  1852.  This  reference  to  the  Gipps  familv 
I'K'f  and  tmperiect ;  bad  it  been  more  extended,  it  might  have  been  aitnbuted 
ostentation. 
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ABRAHA]\[  FLTXT  THE  ELDER. 

1675—1737. 


I^^^*;.  braktim  Jflinttlu  €11) er,  mox- 

'^  "^  '^-  ^  '"  MONGEE  and  BEAZIEE,  ASHFOED,  was 
^^M  born  Friday,  March.  19,  1675,  and  trained  to 
his  father's  business,  of  which,  with  the  Family 
House,  he  ultimately  possessed  himself.  He 
was  the  eldest  of  ten  cliilJren,  who  were  deprived  of  a  fond 
mother  when  he  had  attained  but  his  twentieth  year;  and  as  within 
little  more  than  four  years  after  death  rendered  them  orphans, 
our  ancestor  must  in  the  early  part  of  his  life  have  known  much 
of  the  cares  and  responsibilities  inseparable  from  such  a  position. 
Happily  Divine  Grace  had  fitted  him  for  these  trials.  Inte- 
resting would  it  be  to  relate  the  circumstances  which  led  to  his 
embracing  the  principles  of  Protestant  Nonconformity,  and 
uniting  himself  to  those  who  had  just  been  freed  from  cruel 
intolerance.  AU  we  know  is,  that  on  Sunday,  November  5, 
1699,  he  was  baptized  at  Ashford,  on  a  public  profession  of 
faith  in  Christ,  and  united  himself  to  the  Baptist  Church  in 
that  town,  of  which  he  remained  a  cliief  pillar  till  his  decease, 
thirty-seven  years  after.  ^  At  the  commencement  of  his  religious 
career,  Arianism  was  disturbing  the  peace  and  prosperity  of 
the    churche.<!.       In    my   searching  the    ancient   church-book  of 

1  Sec  B.iptist  2I,,,,a::,ie.  Vol.  XL.,  p.  2Di. 
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Spillshill  and  Suiarden/  I  was  gratiflpd  iu  finding  liis  signature, 
vrith.  that  of  eighteen,  other  Messengers,  attached  to  a  Declara- 
tion of  Faith  made  at  Ashford,  on  the  meeting  of  the  associated 
churches,  on  the  2Sth  and  29th  of  AprU,  1701.  It  is  as 
follows  : — "  1.  That  we  doe  Believe  in  and  worship  one  God, 
Eevealed  by  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Hoh'  Ghost, 
which  three  are  Etemall,  unchangahle — one  Almighty  and  true 
God.  2.  Wee  believe  the  Word  or  Son  took  on  him  the  very 
nature'and  substance  of  Mary  (sin  only  excepted),  and  became 
one  Person — God  and  man  for  Evermore.  3.  Wee  believe  that 
our  Eedemptiou,  Justification,  Vocation,  Eighteousnes.s,  Sancti 
fioation,  Persevearance,  and  Eternal  Salvation,  is  accomplished 
by  our  Lord  Jesns  Christ  fi-eely  of  Grace,  according  to  the 
covenant  he  made  with  the  Father  in  the  behalfe  of  sinners." 
Additional  importance  will  be  attached  to  this  expression  of  the 
doctrinal  views  which  were  firmly  held  by  Mr.  Flint,  when  it  is 
seen  that  the  next  memorable  act  of  his  life  exposed  him  to  in- 
fluences that  might  have  injured  a  man  of  weaker  principle. 

Although  the  storm  of  persecution  had  fallen  heavily  on 
Kent,  neither  jails  nor  fines   had  succeeded   in   crushing  the 

1  This  is  a  most  interesting  record.  The  earlier  entries,  evidently  made  bj 
persons  of  education,  are  without  dates,  but  they  probably  commenced  about 
1615,  Would  that  the  principle  in  the  following  had  been  regarded  throughout 
Clu-i.^tendom:— "  ilav  15,  1665.  Agreement  of  the  Church,— That  there  is  no 
man  of  us  that  is  so  gifted  that  it  is  ante  for  us  to  follow  his  judgment  without  a 
Scripture  search.— Acts  xvii.  11."  It  is  the  frequent  reference  to  our  ancestor 
that  attracted  my  notice,  for  as  then  the  proceedings  of  the  Associations  were 
Kjt  printed,  but  copied  into  the  respcctive-church-books,  and  signed  by  all  the 
Messengers,  the  autograph  of  "  Abra:  tHint  "  often  occurs  ;  thus:—"  170-i,  9th 
day  of  the  tinrd  month"  [-Mav\  at  the  Association  at  Canterbury,  he  was  one  of 
five  Messengers  from  Ashford"  1705,  Jauuiu-y  1,  Mr.  Flint  was  one  of  eiglitcen 
from  Canterbury,  Ashford,  and  Eolvenden,  who  met  at  Smarden,  "  to  advise 
respecting  differences  on  personal  election  and  gi-neral  redemption  ;"  and  on  May 
9th,  in  that  year,  he  was  a  Messenger  to  the  Association  at  Kolvciulen  ;  they 
were  thirty-seven  in  number.  On  March  27,  1706,  his  name,  with  four  others, 
is  found  appended  to  a  letter  of  advice  m  reply  to  "counsel  sought  bv  tlie  church  at 
Smarden  ;"  and  on  the  9th  and  10th  days  .if  May  following  he  took  a  prominent 
part  in  the  Aiisocialion  held  at  Ashford.  Only  one  other  record  of  these  annual 
gitberings  occurs  for  many  years;  it  was  on  M.iy  8,  1707,  at  Smarden,  when 
Mr.  Flint  again  represented  the  Asliford  church. 


M    GEN.  III.  1675—1737.       ABHAEAH  FLINT.  Liff. 


religious  commuiiities,  connected  either  with,  the  Inilependents 
or  Baptists,  which  from  an  early  period  had  spread  themselves 
through  the  county,  fostered  in  many  instances  by  men  of 
learning  or  station.  Among  the  latter  was  Samuel  Pattenson, 
gent.,  of  Ibornden,  a  manorial  mansion  in  the  parish  of  Bid- 
denden,  who  was  descended  from  an  ancient  and  wealthy  family 
that,  about  1-550,  had  removed  thither  from  Yorkshire.^  He 
was  a  Baptist,  and,  Ivimey  informs  us,  a  member  of  the  early- 
formed  church  which  met  for  worship  in  SpUlshdll  House,  in  the 
parish  of  Staplehui-st.^  There  can  be  no  doubt  he  sometimes 
worshipped  also  with  his  Christian  brethren  at  Ashford,  and  in 
this  manner  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  our  ancestor  first  became 
acquainted  with  Mr.  Pattenson,  and  formed  that  friendship 
which  resulted  in  Mr.  Flint  becoming  his  son-in-law,  both 
father  and  daughter  preferring  sterling  character,  accompanied 
with  (on  her  part  entire)  coincidence  in  religious  principles,  to 
mere  social  position  or  afiluence.^ 

On  passing  Ibornden  some  years  since,  strongly  did  I  covet 
the  privilege  of  roaming  over  the  old  mansion,  and  the  sur- 
rounding grounds,  that  I  might  the  more  vividly  picture  those 
scenes  when  our  ancestor  was  there  a  frequent  and  joyous 
guest. "i  Delectable  hours  were  those,  when  the  averted  eye,  the 
blushing  cheek,  and  the  faltering  voice,  first  told  the  aspiring 
lover  that  his  affection  had  met  a  response  in  the  bosom  of  the 

1  Soo  Hnsted'a  SMory  of  Kent,  Vol.  III.,  p.  00,  folio  edition  ;  also  Appemlis 
A,  PuUenson  family.  '  '^ 

=  S^e  Ivimey  Vol.  II.,  p.  2.35.  The  old  house  is  still  standing,  and  in  it  Mr 
riint  bfts  doubtless  worshipped. 

•'  This  applies  equally  to  Mrs  Flint's  younger  sisler.  Miss  Martha  Pattenson, 
wuo  mumed  he  Eev.  George  Green,  pastor  of  Ihe  church  at  Ashford.  To  the 
near  rela  lonsh.p  between  himself  and  Mr.  Flint,  I  attribute  the  circumstance 
timt  the  latter,  from  motives  of  delicacT  and  prudence,  never  held  Iho  dioconal 
office.  It  IS  d.tBeult  to  decide  when  Mr.  Pattenson  professed  Arian  views,  never 
embraced  by  his  daughters,  Mary  Ann  and  Martha 

*  I'l','^  p>-esent  occipanl  is  Lieut.-Col.  Cooke  Tyldcn  Pattenson,  who  married 
the  eldest  dai.ghler  o(  Tlionias  Law  Hodges,  E,.q.,  late  M.P.  for  Eent  and 
afterwards  for  ihe  Western  Division  of  the  county. 
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fair  one.  As  the  enamoured  pair  strolled  through  those  flowery 
glades  and  shady  copses,  and  'neath  ancestral  trees,  or  "  milk- 
white  thorns  that  scent  the  evening  gale,"  aU  nature  to  them 
had  assumeil  a  brighter  aspect,  and  their  bliss  seemed  too  ecstatic 
to  share  the  destined  fate  of  whatever  is  sublunary.  ABRAHAJVI 
FLINT  and  MAEY  AXN  PATTENSUN  were  married  by 
licence,  at  Biddenden  Church,  on  Friday,  October  23,  1702,  the 
bridegroom  beiug  in  his  twenty-eighth,  and  the  bride  in  her 
twenty-sixth  year.  The  term  of  her  conjugal  life  extended 
scarcely  to  twenty-three  years  ;  and  to  the  circumstance  of  her 
dying  twenty  years  before  the  birth  of  her  grandson  and  our 
grandfather,  is  greatly  attributable  his  unacquaintance  with  her 
history.  That  she  was  the  Christian,  as  well  as  the  gentle- 
woman, is  the  one  great  fact  to  be  recorded,  her  name  standing 
in  membership  with  the  same  church  as  that  of  her  husband. 
She  entered  into  rest  Lord's-day,  August  29,  1725,  aged  forty- 
nine.  Her  marriage  settlement  is  in  tlie  possession  of  Mr. 
Samuel  Flint,  of  Lewes. 

:Mr.  FKnt  thus  bereaved,  during  the  remaining  twelve  yeare 
of  life  derived  his  solace  from  his  affectionate  children,  aud 
e.specially  from  his  pious  and  beloved  daughter,  Mary.  L^n- 
blemished  in  character,  and  mature  in  Christian  excellences,  he 
ended  his  pilgrimage,  Thursday,  December  29,  1737,  aged  sixtj'- 
tliree.  He  was,  of  course,  interred  in  Ashford  churchyard,  with 
Mrs.  FUnt ;  but  it  was  censurable  either  on  the  part  of  his 
children  that  they  raised  no  memorial  to  mark  the  grave,  or  else 
that  their  children,  among  whom  was  our  grandfather,  suffered 
it  to  fall  into  decay.  Whether  his  remains  rest  in  the  vault 
wliich  contains  those  of  his  eldest  son,  Samuel,  and  his  descend- 
ants, is  unknown  ;  but,  if  not,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that 
both  himsf"lf  and  his  ancestors  had  been  buried  near  to  that  spot.^ 

'  Ou  a  broken  foot-slone,  kill  down  as  pavement  neai-  the  door  of  the  church, 
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In  his  Will,  made  four  months  previously  to  his  decease,  Mr. 
FKut  alludes  to  being  "  weake  in  body,"  and  makes  the  follow'ing 
disposition,  of  his  property,  to  his  four  children  : — To  Samuel  he 
leaves  the  Family  House,  seven  tenements  in  Ashford,  and  £800 
in  money.  To  Mary,  sixteen  acres  of  land,  with  house  and 
farm  buildings  thereon,  purchased  by  him  at  Eipper's  Cross, 
Hothfield,  aud  £600  in  money.  To  Abraham,  our  lineal  an- 
cestor, he  bequeathed  twenty-six  acres  of  land,  in  Bilsington, 
"  lately  purchased,"  and  X700  in  money;  and  to  his  youngest 
son  James,  thirty-four  acres  of  land,  with  two  tenements  and 
farm  buildings  thereon,  "formerly  purcha.sed"  by  him,  in  the 
parish  of  Bilsington  ;  also,  "  the  lease,  stock,  an<l  crops  "  of  a 
farm  in  Bonnington,  in  which  he  recently  placed  him,  and  £i^() 
in  money.i  His  "  household  goods,  plate,  linen,  rings,  and 
jewels,"  and  "  one  closet  of  books,"  he  directs  to  be  equally 
divided  among  them.  The  "Will,  which  contained  other  but 
lesser  legacies,  was  proved  at  Canterbury,  by  Samuel  and  ]Mary 
Flint,  February  2,  1738.  One  letter  of  Mr.  Flint's  is  alone 
preserved;  it  is  dated  August  5,  1732,  and  addressed  to  his 
daughter  Mary,  then  visiting  Josias  Pattenson,  Esq.,  at  Bid- 
deuden.  Several  of  his  books,  containing  his  autograph,  have 
been  handed  down,  all  on  religious  subjects.^  The  old  gentle- 
man's gold  watch  still  measures  time,  and  is  in  the  possession  of 
my  brother,  Abraham  Marsh  Flint.' 

Although  our  honoured   ancestor   lived   in   the  reigns  of  six 

I  discovered  the  inscription  ,7^',  which  in  all  probahility  bad  belonged  to  the 
gi-ave  of  ouf  ancestor,  Benjamin,  who  died  iu  1700.  The  final  cipher  had  been 
clestroyed. 

^  The  value  of  money  ihen,  as  compared  with  now,  may  be  tested  in  some 
measure  by  the  relative  price  of  wlieat.  During  five  years  ending  witli  1735  it 
averaged  S-ls. .  and  in  tlje  year  of  Mr.  Flint's  decease,  38s.  per  quarter. — See 
lieis's  Ci/c.,  Art.  "  CoiTi." 

^  They  comprise  some  of  the  earliest  publications  of  Dr.  Gill. 

3  It  was  presented  him  by  our  grandmother  shortly  before  her  decease.  That 
the  precious  reiic,  on  which  a  poem  might  be  written,  may  bo  treasured  by  those 
iuto  whose  hands  it  will  pass,  is  my  earnest  hope. 
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sovereigns,  his  times  were  less  eventful  than  those  of  his  father 
and  gi-andfather.  Born  a  few  weeks  after  Britain's  noblest  bard, 
John  Milton,  had  realized  a  "  Paradise  Eegained,"  his  Ufe  com- 
menced in  one  of  the  darkest  periods  of  his  country's  history. 
Being  in  his  thu'teenth  year  at  the  glorious  Eevolution,  he  could 
understand  the  cause  of  universal  joy,  and  participate  therein  ; 
and,  though  he  was  too  young  to  have  witnessed  the  relentless 
persecutions  to  which  Nonconformity  was  subjected,  yet  there 
is  every  probabUity  that  on  joining  the  Church,  at  Ashford,  he 
met  with  feUow-pUgrims  who  could  recount  the  sore  trials  they 
had  endured  for  Christ's  sake.  In  his  day  toleration  was 
granted,  and  more  than  this  was  not  craved.  Incredible  as  it 
now  appears,  another  century  had  to  elapse  ere  equal  rights 
could  be  claimed  and  enjoyed,  and  toleration  itself  be  no  longer 
tolerated.  The  "  Great  Storm,"  which  is  ■ndthout  its  parallel  in 
the  annals  of  our  country,  occurred  twelve  months  after  his 
marriage.'^  Like  us,  interested  in  the  improvements  of  the  age, 
it  was  with  satisfaction  he  lived  to  see  the  journey  to  London 
accomplished  by  "  the  machine,"-  during  the  summer  montlis,  in 

^  Having  repeatedly  observed  an  entire  unacquointance  witli  tliia  solemn  viai- 
tntinn  of  ProviJence,  I  will  rccoril  a  I'hw  facts.  It  wus  computed  that  6,000 
seamen  perished  on  our  coasts,  besides  much  loss  of  life  on  land  ;  12  ships  of  the 
line,  and  about  300  other  vessels  were  lost  ;  lo.lXW  sheep  were  drowned  in  the 
West  of  England  only  ;  800  houses  in  London  were  laid  in  ruins,  the  damage  in 
the  metropolis  being  estimated  at  more  than  £1,000,000,  and  in  Bristol  at 
£200.000.  Queen  Anne  appointed  a  day  of  humiliation,  fasting,  and  prayer,  and 
in  the  Proclamation  acknowledges  that  ''  it  was  of  the  infinite  mercy  of  God  ihut 
we  and  our  people  were  not  thereby  wholly  destroyed."  Fui-ther  reference  to 
the  great  storm  will  be  required  in  the  memou-  of  my  father. — See  Hone's  Everj/- 
daii  Book,  p.  1511— 1518. 

2  Alias  "  the  stage,"  alias  '•  the  coach,"  but  now  defunct.  From  The  Kentish 
Tost,  or  the  Canterbury  News  Letter,  of  April  4,  1730,  I  copy  the  following 
advertisement ; — 

'*  Canterbury  Flying  Stage  Coach  in  one  Day. 

"  Begins  on  ilonday.  the  6th  of  this  Instant,  April,  and  will  continue  g^^ing 
every  Mondav,  Wednesday,  and  Friday,  to  the  Cross  Kevs  in  Gracechurcli 
Street,  London  :  and  Eeturns  to  the  Eed  Lvon  in  Cunterbiirv  evcrv  Tuesday, 
Thursday,  and  Saturday,  to  Michaelmas  next'  "  By  J0H::N  BOLVER. 

"  N.B.  At  the  abovesaid  Inns,  Gentlemen  mav  be  furnished  with  Good  Glass 
Coaches.  Chariots,  Chaises,  Hearse  or  Moui-ning"  Coaches,  to  anv  Part  of  Great 
Bntain.  ' 
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a  day — the  traveller,  of  course,  rising  betimes,  and  not  being 
precise  as  to  the  hour  for  supper.  Newspapers  also  were  then 
first  published  in  Kent.^ 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Flint  had  issue  seven  children,  tliree  of  whom 
died  in  infancy.' 

I.    ^bnUUtin,    bo™  December  29,   1703;  died  January  2, 
following. 
11.    SiftinUCl,  born  August   17,    1705;  was  named  after  his 
maternal  grandfather,  Samuel  Pattenson  the  elder.     For 
some  years   Mr.   Flint  continued   in   the  business  of   his 
father,   to   which  he  had  been  trained  ;  and  on  Juae  — , 
173S,    married   by   licence    Miss    M.ARY  PATTEXSON, 
daughter  of  Samuel  Pattenson  the  younger,  gent.,  of  Bid- 
denden,    only   brother  of    Mrs.    Abraham    Flint,    and  of 
course  his  first  cousin.     He  died  in  1759,   aged  fifty-four, 
and  Mrs.   Flint,  June  13,   1783,  aged  sixty-eight,  having 
survived  him  as  a  widow  twenty-four  years.     They  left 
issue  four  children — Samuel,  Richard,  Ann,  and  Hannah. 
I.    SAMUEL,    born  August  19,    1741,    of    Barrow 
Hill,  Ashford,  gent.,  was  the  cousin  of  our  grand- 
father, and  between  them  friendly  relations  always 
existed.      He   married    Miss    ANN   WOOD,    of 
Falmer,   who  died  October  6,  1827,  aged  eighty- 

Beneath  is  a  precisely  similar  adrertisement  by  Tbomaa  Hartcup,  who  starts 
an  opposition  "  Flying  Stage"  on  the  same  d.iys. 

^  Tlie  journal  just  mentioned  was  one  of  the  earliest,  and  perhaps  the  first  of 
those.  From  a  volume  containing  the  years  1727—30,  I  find  it  was  published 
by  J.  Abree  and  W.  Aylett,  in  St.  Margaret's  Street,  every  Wednesday  and 
Saturday,  and  if  bi-weekly  throughout  its  is^ue,  commenced  January  6,  1719. 
It  is  a  single  sheet,  the  letter-press  of  each  of  the  four  pnges  measuring  only  six 
and  a  half  inches  by  eleven  inches.  The  matter  is  wholly  copied  from  tlie 
London  papers.  th<j  city  and  county  news  rarely  ocoupving  a  score  lines;  some- 
times not  an  advertisement  occurs,  while  occasionally  they  number  a  dozen.  In 
1763  it  had  neither  changed  its  title  nor  its  publisher  (J.  Abree),  but  the  number 
I  possess  was  enlarged  to  thirteen  inches  by  eight  inches  I  Bu'ths,  marriages, 
and  deaths  still  remained  unnoticed. 

2  While  examining  the  -Ashford  register,  the  vicar,  alluding  to  our  name,  and 
turning  to  a  particular  leaf,  remarkerl — "  I  have  always  been  surprised  as  I  have 
looked  on  these  four  names  (Samuel,  Mary,  Abraham,  and  James),  entered  on  a 
piige  by  themselves,  with  the  dates  of  birth,  and  not  those  of  baptism  recorded." 
To  me'the  matter  instantly  explained  itself.  The  chddren  bad  not  been  christened 
—  their  father  feared  it  might  prove  a  legal  disadvantoge  in  making  a  title  to 
property,  and,  either  by  foe  or  iuRuence,  or  both,  had  induced  the  clergyman  to 
make  the  insertion. 
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one.  Mr.  Flint  died  February  9,  1S15,  aged 
seventy-three.  They  had  issue  two  sons,  Samuel 
and  .James.  I.  SAMUEL,  bom  at  Ashford,  August 
7,  1777,  and  only  five  days  older  than  my  father, 
■was  in  boyhood  his  playmate.  He  settled  at 
Lewes,  where  he  was  a  banker  and  timber  mer- 
chant, and  never  married.  I  would  here  express 
the  pleasure  I  have  derived  from  repeated  inter- 
views and  correspondence  with  Mr.  Flint,  who 
supplied  me  with  much  information,  especially 
relative  to  the  Pattensons.  He  died  at  Lewes, 
January  8,  1854,  aged  seventy-six.  IL  JAMES, 
born  October  12,  1779,  of  Kmgstou,  near  Lewes, 
f.irmer ;  married  Jliss  MA_RY  MERCER,  of 
Westfield.  He  died  February  6,  1829,  aged  fifty, 
and  left  issue  seven  sons  and  two  daughters^ 
JOHN,  MARY,  SAMUEL,  JAMES,  ROBERT, 
RICHARD,  JOSEPH,  SARAH,  and  ALFRED. 
These  ara  the  only  descendants  bearing  the  family 
name  whom  we  can  trace,  except  in  our  own 
line. 
II.  RICHARD.  He  resided  at  Chilham,  near 
Canterbury. 
III.  ANN,  born  in  1747,  married  Mr.  STEPHEN 
LOVE,  of  Headcorn,  who  died  June  4,  1826, 
aged  eiglity-seven.  She  survived  him  only  three 
months,  and  died  September  12,  aged  seventy- 
nine.  They  had  issue  one  son  and  three  daugh- 
ters, namely— I.  SAMUEL  LOYE,  the  elder,  bom 
in  1781,  married  Miss  ANX  E^^:RSHED,  of 
Pallingham,  near  Pulborough,  Sussex,  and  died 
August  13,  183(3,  aged  sixty -five.  Mrs.  Love  died 
September  5,  1853,  aged  eighty-seven.  They  left 
issue.  It  is  only  within  the  last  few  months  I 
have  had  the  privilege  of  making  the  acquaintance 
of  their  daughter,  Miss  ELIZABETH  LO  VE, 
of  Fiistone  Park,  Shoreham,  near  Seven  Oaks, 
from  whom  I  have  derived  much  interesting  in- 
formation, both  as  to  her  branch  of  the  family, 
and  those  of  the  Patteusons  and  Blackmores,  to 
which  further  reference  will  be  made.     II.   MAEY 
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LOVE.  She  married  Mr.  GEORGE  KINGSFORD, 
of  Littlebourne.  She  died  June  16,  1833,  aged 
sixty-four,  aud  was  interred  at  Headcorn.  III. 
ANN  LOVE,  married  the  Rev.  JOHN  KINGS- 
FORD,  of  Chartham.  She  died  March  30,  1S06, 
aged  thirty-three,  aud  was  buried  at  Bessells 
Green.  Mr.  Kingsford,  during  the  last  twenty 
years  of  his  life,  was  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church 
at  Deptford,  where  he  died,  June  15,  1S55,  in  his 
eighty-fifth  year,  being  the  oldest  member  of  the 
"General  Body  of  Dissenting  Ministers,  of  the 
three  Denominations,  in  and  near  London,"  having 
been  received  Ln  1802.  See  Baptist  Magazine, 
Vol.  XLVII.,  p.  435.  IV.  ELIZABETH  LOVE, 
married  Mr.  BENJAMIN  MARTIN,  of  Bar- 
frestone,  near  Sandwich,  and  afterwards  of  Dover. 
IV.  HANNAH-  She  married  Mr.  CHAPMAN, 
and  had  issue  one  son  and  two  daughters. 

I II.     Jlbruhain,   bom  March  16,  1708  ;  died  in  tnf.-mcy. 

I  V  .  ^Ulttp,  bom  October  14,  1710.  When  only  fifteen  years 
of  age  she  sustained  the  irreparable  loss  of  an  atfectionate 
and  pious  mother,  whose  place  she  filled  in  the  affections 
of  her  bereaved  father.  His  confidence  in  her  prudence 
and  capability  may  be  inferred  from  his  appointing  her 
executrix,  with  Samuel,  while  there  were  two  other  sous 
competent  to  the  discharge  of  those  duties.  Although  at 
twenty-seven  she  found  herself  an  orphan,  she  made 
choice  of  a  life  of  "  single  blessedness,"  passing  it  serenely 
in  the  bosom  of  her  kindred,  in  Ashford.  As  children 
are  unerring  physiognomists,  who  readily  attach  them- 
selves to  a  genial  nature,  no  surer  proof  need  be 
adduced  of  her  kindness  of  heart  and  general  amiability 
than  the  fact  that  she  was,  if  possible,  beloved  even 
more  by  the  younger  than  by  the  senior  branches  of 
the  family,  who  always  addressed  her  as  "AUNT 
MOLLY."  Her  death  was  sudden  ;  in  apparently  good 
health,  whUe  going  upstairs  at  the  Family  House,  she  sank 
down,  and  before  she  could  be  raised  and  taken  to  the 
chamber,  the  vital  spark  had  fled.  The  solemn  event 
occurred  about  noon,  on  Saturday,  January  29,  1785,  at 
tlie  age  of  seventy-four.     Miss  Flint  was  truly  pious,  and 


GEN.  III.  1G75— 1737.       ASKAHAM  FLUIT.  Familn. 


a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  lu  person  she  was  very 
tall,  slight,  and  erect,  with  an  agreeable  expression  of 
features.  Her  silk  gown — in  colour  a  bright  primrose,  and 
of  texture  so  stout,  that  literally  it  would  "stand  alone"' 
— is  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Martin,  of  Dover,  an  aunt 
of  Miss  Love,  from  whom  I  recently  ascertained  the  cir- 
cumstance.- 

V.  Jlbrahltm,  bo™  Monday,  August  31,  1713.  Our  lineal 
ancestor  ;  the  fourth  in  descent. 
VI.  jiiimCS,  born  .January  24,  1713,  of  North  Lane,  Ashford, 
grazier.  He  married  Miss  SABAH  TRITTON",  who  died 
in  17S6,  aged  sixty-seven.'  At  the  time  of  his  decease, 
and  for  mauy  years  previously,  Mr.  FHnt  occupied  the 
house  which  had  been  the  residence  of  Mr.  Marsh,  the 
father-in-law  of  his  brother  Abraham.  In  person  he  was 
portly,  wearing  the  well-powdered  and  large  bush-wig  of 
that  day  ;  with  his  nephew,  Thomas,  our  grandfather,  he 
lived  on  terms  of  close  friendship.  Mr.  Flint  died  April 
30,  1791,  aged  seventy-five,  and  left  issue  five  sons  aud 
two  daughters. 

I.    SAMUEL    born  October  IS,  1750,  died  Novem- 
ber 10  following. 
11.    JAMES     Ijfrn  August  5,  1752,   of  Bennington, 
grazier  ;    died  in    1S29,   leaving    no    issue,    aged 
seventy-seven. 

III.  ABRAHAM,   bo™  September  15,    1754  ;  died 

December  29,  1775,  aged  twenty-one. 

IV.  SAMUEL,  born  October  23,  1756,  of  Ashford, 

1  S(i  cosllv  and  durable  were  the  dresses  of  those  days,  that  separate  garmenis 
often  formed  objecls  of  bequest ;  of  wliieli.  in  searcbmg  old  wills,  I  have  bad 
repeated  proof.  In  one  instance  (I  think  in  connection  with  the  Blackmore 
famdv)  a  "  wedge  of  gold"  is  bequeathed.  I  conjecture  it  had  yielded  but  a  low 
rate  of  interest.  <■    ,     <■      -i 

2  About  two  years  since  these  ladies,  unaware  that  any  member  of  the  family 
was  living  who  attached  value  to  the  documents,  letters,  &c.,  of  ouv  earlier  an- 
cestrv,  and  concluding  that  the  time  bad  arrived  when  it  would  be  tbe  wiser 
cours'e  to  destroy  those  which  tbey  had  long  preserved,  sad  to  relate,  committed 
to  tbe  flames  much  which  had  descended  to  them  from  the  Fhnt,  Pattensoa,  and 
Ulackmore  families. 

^  See  Berry's  County  Genealogies,  Tntton  Family,  D.  202.  My  book  was 
completed  before  I  bad  seen  this  valuable  work  of  "  Pedigrees  of  tbe  Families 
in  the  County  of  Kent,  by  William  Berry,  of  tbe  College  of  Arms,  1vol..  demy 
folio,  pp.  512.  London,  Sherwood  and  Co.,  1830."  It  consists  entirely  of  Tables 
of  Descent,  headed  with  tbe  arms  of  tbe  respective  families,  engraved  and  bla- 
zoned. As  only  two  hundred  and  fifty  copies  were  printed,  it  is  difGcult  to  bs 
obtained.     Reference  to  our  ancestry  repcatiKlly  occurs. 
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Famibj. 


gent.  ;  died  a  bachelor,  September  4,   1836,  aged 
eighty.      In    my  calls   on  the  old  gentleman,    I 
always  found  him  communicative,  and  obtained 
these  and  other  particulars  o£    his  family.       A 
Platonic  courtship,  of  about  thirty  years'  standing, 
■was  the  source  of  amusement  to  his  acquaintance  ; 
true  as  the  needle  to  its  pole  were  his  daily  ^-isits 
to    her,   on   whom,   in   his  estimation,   it  would 
seem,  that  age  had  wrought  no  change.     I  think 
he  survived  the  lady. 
Y,    SARAH.        )  twins,  born  February,  1759;  died 
VI.   TRITTON,  J       in  infancy. 
VII.    MARY>  bom  September  13,  1760  ;  married  Mr. 
MATSON,    and   died  without  issue,   at    a  very 
advanced  age. 
V  li.     ^itClUU  0,  born  December  22,  1/17,  and  named  after  his 
uncle  at  Maidstone  ;    died  March  2  follovring.     Though 
born  for  the  skies,  and  not  for  earth,  his  name  becomes  a 
boundary-mark  iu  this  history. 

"  A  GENERATION  GONE  ! — ITS  COURSE  HOW  FAST, 
To  JOIN  THE  DARK,  STILL  SEA  OF  AGES  PAST." 


USN.  IV.  iiiz^i:; 


AISAHAM  FLINT. 


l;/.: 


ABRAHAM    FLIXT 

1713—1777. 


vYbrahaiit  iPIint,  ieoxmoxgee,  ash- 


FORD,  tlie  second  surviving  son  of  Abraham 
Flint  the  elder,  was  born  Monday,  August  31, 
1713.  The  attachment  of  our  ancestors  to 
this  name  has  been  already  noticed,  but  is 
stiU  more  strikingly  sliown  in  the  present  instance.  Twice  had 
t'.n  hopes  of  his  pareats  been  blighted  in  perpetuating  it,  yet 
they  did  not  despond,  and  their  desires  were  realised  in  the 
spared  life  of  the  subject  of  this  short  memoir.  Of  his  boy- 
hood we  know  nothing,  except  that  at  the  age  of  twelve  years 
he  was  deprived  by  death  of  his  pious  and  excellent  mother. 
The  motives  which  induced  his  father  to  apprentice  hiia  in 
London,  and  the  particulars  connected  with  the  situation  he 
fiUed,  I  sought  in  vain  from  my  grandfather,  who  remembered 
only  the  fact  derived  from  his  parent — that  he  had  remained 
there  eleven  years,  and  with  the  same  master. '  The  difference 
existing  between  the  metropolis  and  country  towns,  as  to  habits 
of  business  and  general  information,  was  far  greater  a  hundred 
and  twenty  years  ago  than  now  :  and  the  benefits  derived  by 
Mr.  Flint  from  these  early  advantages  were  discoverable  through 

1  TImt  is,  from  1727  to  1738.  Though  the  metropolis  was  much  enlarped 
since  Queen  Bess  prudently  prohibited  its  farther  extension,  jet  how  little  did 
London  in  the  days  of  our  ancestor  resemble  the  •'  modern  Babylon !"  His  6rst 
recollection  was  probably  the  proclaiming  of  George  II.  :  many  a  time  did  ho 
see  the  then  popular  Premier,  Sir  Eobert  Walpule,  ever  to  be  remembered  by  hia 
piuc:iLal  motto,  "  E\ery  man  haa  his  price." 
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after  life,  and  gave  to  their  possessor  a  marked  superiority  in  liis 
commercial  and  social  relations.'  Eeturning  to  Aslifurd,  it  is 
believed  soon  after  the  death  of  his  father,  in  1737,  he  pur- 
chased the  Family  House  of  his  brother  Samuel,  and  success- 
fully carried  on  the  ironmongery  business.  Among  Mr.  Flint's 
connexions  in  his  native  town  at  this  period  was  Thomas  Marsh, 
Esq.,  "  an  eminent  surgeon  and  apothecary,"  and  a  descendant 
of  the  Marsh  family,  who  from  the  reign  of  Henry  V.  had 
resided  at  Martin,  in  the  parish  of  East  Langdon,  near  Dover.^ 
TJus  gentleman  was  connected  by  marriage  with  the  families  of 
Pattonson  and  Blackmore.'  In  1715  he  mamed  Margaret, 
daughter  of  Josiaa  Pattenson,  gent.,  of  Biddenden  House,  and 
first  cousin  of  Mrs.  Abraliam  Flint,  by  whom  he  had  issue  one 
Son  and  four  dauglitura.  To  the  eldest  of  these,  Miss  Priscilla 
Marsh,  (of  course  his  second  cousin,)  JMr.  Flint  now  paid  his 
addresses,  but  met  with  an  unexpected  obstacle  to  the  sanction 
of  her  father,  who,  though  a  devotedly  pious  man,  was  a  some- 
what rigid  Independent,  and  would  not  countenance  his  daugh- 
ter's marrying  an  unbaptized  person — as  was  his  future  sou-iu- 
law.  AVhat  inlluonce  love  exercised  over  the  principles  of  our 
ancestor  at  this  trying  juncture,  it  would  be  uncharitable  to  sur- 
mise ;  suffice  it  to  state,  this  only  impediment  was  removed  on 
March  15,  1742,  when  he  submitted  to  that  rite  at  the  Inde- 
pendent chapel,  with  which  place  he  had  previously  been  uncon- 
nected, but  from  that  time  became  a  constant  attendant,  and 
principal  supporter  to  the  close  of  life.  Anticipating  the  order 
of  events,  I  here  remark,  Mr.  Marsli  was  permitted  during  seven 
years  to  regard  with  dohglit  the  felicitous  union,  and  died  April 
14,   1749,  aged  sixty-five.     For  the  character  of  this  superior 

'  Evon  liiii  linTiil-wn'ting  oorroborates  tliis.     Seo  fao-elmile.  '] 
'  Seo  Hattad,  Vul.  IV.,  pp.  124—120,  I'ol.  edit, 
>  Sec  Uaatcd,  Vul.  III.,  p.  08. 
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and  excellent  man,  tlie  reader  is  referred  to  Appendix  B.,  "  Marsh 
Family."  13S669d 

Thursday,  July  15,  1742,  was  the  day  fixed  by  our  ancestors 
for  their  wedding,  and,  to  avoid  publicity,  the  little  secluded 
church  of  Kingsnorth,  three  miles  distant,  was  the  spot  where 
their  vows  were  plighted.  Of  that  joyous  scene  no  record 
remains  ;  still  there  are  a  few  facts  which  add  interest  to  the 
past.  A  summer's  sun  shed  radiance  on  aU  around.  Mr.  Flint 
was  Ln  his  twenty-ninth  year,  but  with  no  parent  to  invoke  a 
blessing  ;  Mrs.  FUnt,  in  her  twenty-sixth  year,  had  only  two 
months  previou.=ly  seen  her  fond  mother  consigned  to  the  tomb, 
and  though  "  young  sisters  coidd  wreath  her  hair  in  flowers," 
they  must  surely  have  intertwined  the  cypress.  Warm  gratida- 
tions  were  offered,  and  the  festive  board  was  spread,  yet  around 
it  there  seemed  to  be  some  vacant  places.  A  tovu'  to  an  attractive 
locality  was  then  unthought  of ;  and  the  only  surviving  parent 
having  on  bended  knees  implored  the  Divine  favour  on  the 
union,  the  bride  retired  to  the  new  home  of  her  husband ;  and 
now 

"Across  the  tkresholJ  led, 

And  every  tear  kisa'd  oflF  as  soon  as  shed, 
His  house  she  entered — there  to  be  a  light 
Shining  within,  while  all  without  is  night ; 
A  guardian  angel  o'er  his  life  presiding, 
Doubling  his  pleasures,  jmd  his  cares  diviiUng." 

One  memento  of  that  memorable  day,  and  one  alone,  is  pre- 
served :  it  is  the  costly  brocade  waistcoat,  of  huge  dimensions,' 

1  On  Fridnr,  July  15,  1842,  nocompnnirri  by  my  beloved  brolher,  F.  L.  Flint, 
(ir.ci  my  eldest  nephew,  I  di-o\e  tVuiu  C.interbury  tu  Asliford  to  breakfa:it,  and  ufur 
visiting  the  houses  occupied  by  tho  bride  and  bridegroom  at  the  time  of  their 
marriage,  walked  to  Kingsnorth,  where,  at  the  altar  of  its  church,  each  put  on 
the  waistcoat  which  at  that  Tery  hour,  a  century  before,  had  jeen  worn  there 
by  our  ancestor.  Ketracing  our  stepa  lo  Ashford,  wearied  by  heat,  we  chose  fur 
;»ur  resting-place  tlie  flat  stone  whieu  covers  their  reinaiua — indulged  in  a  train 
(.)■  rclU'ctiun  more  than  oi-uinarily  serious,  and  returned  home  happy  in  having 
thus  houourcd  the  memory  of  the  departed.     Tho  ancient  garment,  still  iii  poi- 

3-2 


30     GEN.  IV.  1713—1777.      A3KAHAM  FLINT. 


worn  by  Mr.  Flint,  and  to  wliioh  is  attached  a  label  in  Ids  own 
fine  handwriting.^ 

The  anticipations  of  conjugal  felicity  were  in  the  case  of  our 
ancestors  fuUy  realized — their  path  was  smooth — the  bridal 
flowers  retained  their  fragrance,  and  seemed  not  to  wither ;  stiU, 
dark  shadows  sometimes  stole  across  the  landscape  of  Hfe. 
Thrice  were  the  cradle  and  the  coffin  seen  side  by  side.  Their 
first  child,  bom  Juno  7,  1743,  and  named  Abraham,  died  in 
infancy.  On  April  28,  1744,  their  hopes  were  again  raised,  and 
again  they  adopted  the  name  of  Abraham,  but  the  blossom  was 
soon  blighted.  Sunday,  July  28,  1745,  gave  birth  to  our  lineal 
ancestor  j  and  it  was  after  much  hesitation,  and  no  small  regret, 
the  parents  decided  on  relinquishing  the  patronymic  for  that  of 
Tl'.omas ;  and  on  him,  as  their  sole  surviving  offspring,  were 
their  affections  to  be  centred.  Their  fourth  and  last  child,  Mar- 
garet, bom  January  24,  1747,  appeared  to  be  healthy  and 
vigorous,  but  was  overlaid  by  the  nurse  to  whose  care  she  had 
been  confided. 

With  Mr.  Flint  prosperity  was  so  uninterrupted  as  to  have 
rendered  his  life  monotonous,  and  deprived  it  of  incident  suffi- 
ciently prominent  to  deserve  record.  In  the  character  and  con- 
duct of  his  son  he  received  a  grateful  requital  for  parental 
solicitude  and  affection  ;  his  marriage  had  his  most  cordial 
approval ;  and  at  this  period,  probably,  the  father  relLuquished 
business  in  favour  of  Thomas,  who  resided  in  that  part  of  the 
house  devoted  to  trade — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Flint  removing  to  the 
other  part  of  the  dweUing,  till  then  forming  a  distinct  residence, 
though   connected   internally.       So  solemnly  sudden  was  the 


fiet  pi-esei'Tnlion,  is  in   iLe  possffsion  of  Mrs.  .Abiobnni  riint,  of  londcn.     I 
Late  in  my  keeping  Ibe  moniing-gowD  -Boiu  by  IJr.  Flint  at  Ihe  close  of  bis 
lii'e.     It  is  u  Stokk  pluid  of  tupeiior  texture,  aid,  Uiough  eigbly  years  old,  lie 
colours  are  but  sligbliy  faded. 
\   1  The  copy  of  bis  autograph  is  luken  from  it. 
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closing  scene  of  the  life  of  our  great-grandfather,  that  the  ex- 
change of  worlds  must  to  him  have  been  instantaneous.  On 
Thursday,  November  27,  1777,  he  was  in  his  accustomed  robust 
stata  of  health,  but,  complaining  of  a  cold,  was  induced  to  take 
his  breakfast  in  bed.  The  repast  ended,  Mrs.  Flint  did  not 
leave  the  chamber,  but  withdrew  to  the  window,  conversing 
perhaps  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  with  a  female  friend  ;i  when, 
previous  to  retiring,  she  approached  the  bed-side,  expecting  to 
find  that  Mr.  Flint  was  dozing.  The  ashy  paleness  of  his  coun- 
tenance excited  indescribable  alarm — it  was  the  corpse  of  her 
beloved  husband  she  was  gazing  on ;  the  immortal  spirit  had 
fled,  not  a  sigh  or  the  movement  of  a  limb  having  indicated  the 
moment  of  its  departure  !  Mrs.  Thomas  Flint  (our  grand- 
mother) was  from  home  when  the  mournful  event  occurred  :  a 
day  or  two  previously  she  had  left  on  a  visit  to  her  recently- 
married,  and  only  sister,  Mrs.  Berry,  at  Canterbury,  taking  with 
her  her  infant  son  Thomas."  So  reluctant  was  the  old  gentle- 
man to  her  going,  that  she  regarded  it  as  unlike  his  uniform 
kindness ;  for  the  welfare  of  the  chQd  he  also  expressed  great 
concern ;  the  adieu  was  peculiarly  affectionate  :  he  kissed  both 
most  tenderly — they  parted,  and  met  no  more.^  At  his  decease 
Mr.  Flint  was  in  his  sixty-fifth  year,  and  had  experienced  no 
decay  of  either  mental  or  bodily  powers.  The  first  of  our  pro- 
genitors whose  person  we  can  describe,  he  was  in  stature  and 
proportion  so  fine  a  man  that  my  grandparents  have  often  stated 
to  me,  among  strangers  he  would  in  these  respects  scarcely  pass 

^  Aunt  Holly,  I  think  I  may  positively  state,  though  omitted  in  my  notes.     ) 

2  My  father,  then  little  more  than  three  months  old. 

^  The  phaeton  was  sent  for  our  ^andmother,  requesting  her  return,  but  the 
reason  was  concealed.  On  arriving,  in  the  evening  after  the  house  was  closed, 
she  had  no  suspicion  that  death  had  been  its  visitant.  Grandfather  came  out  to 
greet  her,  but  retired  without  rendering  any  attentions  ;  deportment  so  unusual 
excited  her  fears,  and  scarcely  had  she  entered  the  parlour  ere,  with  bursting 
heart,  and  in  words  difficult  of  utterance,  he  exclaimed,  "  My  father — MT 
PATnEE — is  no  more." 
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unnoticeJ.  His  features  were  regular  and  masculine,  and  his 
dark  and  penetrating  eyes  were  in  truth  "  the  windows  of  the 
soul."  "With  an  amiable  disposition  were  combined  the  refine- 
ment and  polish  in  manners  acquired  in  early  life,  and  retained 
to  its  close.  Few  individuals  have  secured  to  themselves  a 
larger  measure  of  esteem ;  and,  as  might  be  supposed,  his 
character,  property,  and  connexions  conferred  on  him  no  trifling 
amount  of  influence  in  his  native  town  and  neighbourhood — 
more  especially  as  then  there  had  not  sprung  up  the  race  of 
mongrel  gentry,  in  circumstances  little  superior,  and  in  intelli- 
gence and  moral  worth  perhaps  not  on  an  equality  with  those 
who,  as  tradesmen,  they  would  be  the  last  to  associate  with.i 
During  his  later  years  he  had  become  retired  in  his  habits,  but 
hLs  temperament  continued  clieerful,  and  his  society  interesting. 
To  the  innocent  frolics  of  early  days  he  woidd  allude  with  glee, 
particiUarly  to  his  attending  a  levee  of  George  the  Second,  in 
appropriate  costume,  the  affair  being  arranged  l.iy  a  friend  in 
London.  And  having  alluded  to  costume,  would  my  youthfril 
readers  wish  to  glance  at  their  ancestor  in  his  best  attire  1 
Imagine,  then,  the  waistcoat  already  described,  itself  a  kind  of 
under-coat,  covered  by  the  real  coat,  with  its  square  skirts,  single 
breast,  large  buttons,  upright  collar,  and  capacious  pockets^  at 
its  sides.  Euffles  at  the  wrists,  and  a  broad,  fan-like  frill  pro- 
truding from  the  waistcoat,  were  as  indispensable  on  especial 
occasions  as  was  hair-powder  itself.     AVith  silk  stockings  were 

'  "Our  most  respectable  families,"  sajs  Gibbon,  "have  not  disdained  the 
counting-bouse,  or  even  the  shop  .■  their  names  are  enrolled  in  the  Liverj  and 
Companies  of  London  ;  and  in  England,  as  in  the  Italian  eommonwealtb,  heralds 
liave  been  compelled  to  declare  that  gentilitj  is  not  degraded  bv  the  exercise  of 
trade." 

^  Such  capacious  pockets  were  sometimes  convenient.  My  grandfather  would 
tell  with  glee  bow,  in  bis  early  days,  at  a  civic  feast  in  Canterbury,  a  CommoH- 
Councilman  thought  that  he  had  cleverly  smuggled  a  partridge  into  his  pocket. 
Of  his  mistake  he  was  convinced,  when  the  gent  at  his  side  as  adroitly  trans- 
ferred a  tureen  of  bread-sauce  into  the  same  receptacle,  with  the  remark—"  My 
good  sir,  jou  have  taken  the  bird  and  forgotten  the  sauce." 
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always  seen  silver  buckles  at  the  knees  and  in  tlie  shoes,  the 
latter  being  at  least  three  inches  square  :  surmount  the  whole 
with  a  sort  of  shoveled  hat,  and  the  sketch  is  tolerably  complete. 
It  was  true  wisdom,  that  had  led  him  to  prefer  a  cool  head,  or  a 
wig  would  certainly  have  proved  a  most  gentlemanly  appendage.^ 
As  ilr.  Flint's  property  descended  to  his  only  child,  his  Will  is 
very  brief,  and  gives  neither  description  nor  clue  to  its  vnlue, 
but  it  may  be  estimated  at  from  sixteen  to  twenty  thousand 
pounds.  He  appointed  as  his  executors  Josias  Pattenson,  Esq., 
and  his  son,  Thomas  Flint,  who  administered  at  Canterbury, 
July  7,  1775. 

The  times  in  which  our  ancestor  lived  may  be  said  to  have 
extended  from  the  last  year  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  to  the 
declaration  of  American  Independence,  and  the  near  termination 
of  that  wicked  and  unnatural  war.  It  were  needless  to  dilate 
on  the  leading  events  of  this  long  interval  :  one,  closely  con- 
nected with  chronology,  and  a  history  like  this,  must  not  be 
passed  in  silence — the  alteration  of  style  in  1752,  when  the 
second  day  of  September  was  reckoned  to  be  the  thirteenth  of 
that  month;  prior,  to  this  period,  also,  the  year  commeaced  on 
the  twenty-fifth  day  of  !March,  thus  the  preceding  day  would 
have  been  written  ]\Iarch  2i,  1751 — 52.  As  at  ilr.  Fb'nt's 
decease  "Watt  had  only  just  commenced  his  manufactory  at 
Soho,  he  lived  to  hear  Httle  of  the  steam-engine,  or  to  imagine 
the  mighty  results  attendant  on  its  invention  :^  neither  was  he 

'  The  cost  of  attire,  and  some  other  articles,  I  subjoin.  A  suit  of  clothes, 
half-trimmed,  5  guineas,  cash  ;  velvet  breeches.  2  guineas  ;  best  4-Lhread  kuit 
breeches,  173.  ;  best  hulland  shirt,  1  guinea  ;  jal'd  «lde  muslin,  is.  6d. ,  and  book 
ditto  7s.  6d.  per  yard.  Wheat  was  then  abour  25s.  per  quarter,  barley  143.,  anil 
oats  12s.  ;  mutton  and  beef,  3d.  to  4<1.  per  ib.  ;  gunpowder  tea,  26s.  per  lb.  ; 
coifee,  3s.  6d.  per  lb.— See  ■'  A  Hundred  Tears  Ago,  or  1756.  Bi/  J.  Hutton, 
1  vol.,  liimo.     London,  1857." 

2  The  thought  has  often  occurred  to  me.  how  would  he  have  regarded  a  pre- 
diction— before  now  verified — that  his  descendants  would  traverse  the  kingdom 
on  iron  roads,  in  one  district  passing  over  twenty  miles  of  country  in  as  many 
minutes  ?  And  then,  that  greater  miracle,  the  electric  telegraph — by  the  agency 
of  which  tlie  announcement  was  m.-ine  in  the  British  Senate  that  '■  the  Euiper&r 
of  Hussia  (Nich(dai)  had  died  this  mohNISG  at  St.  Petersburgh." 
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spared  tci  witness  in  the  religious  -world  the  dawn  of  tlio 
Missionary  Enterprise,  with,  kindred  institutions — together 
changing  its  very  aspect.  But  he  did  hear  the  voice  of  those 
illustrious  pioneers,  Whitfield  and  "Wesley,  rousing  Christendom 
from  its  slumbers,  and  ushering  the  approach  of  the  glorious 
days  in  reserve  for  his  grand-children. ^  To  domestic  habits  a 
reference  may  be  made  somewhat  illustrative  of  the  period. 
Often  did  the  old  gentleman,  with  a  smile,  relate  the  fact,  that 
it  occasioned  some  talk  in  Ashford  when  (probably  on  his  mar- 
riage, in  1742)  he  altered  his  dinner- hour  from  twelve  to  one 
o'clock,  his  acquaintance,  even  in  the  exercise  of  aU  candour, 
regarding  it  as  an  improper  assumption  of  gentUity  !  In  his 
Win,  among  other  household  effects  he  mentions  his  "  pewter," 
an  ample  service  of  dishes,  plates,  &c.,  not  then  superseded  by 
porcelain.-  So  also  in  the  Inventory  is  found  a  "  large  stock  of 
wood,"  but  no  coal,  which  was  not  generally  used  so  far  inland. 
Some  further  particulars  relative  to  Mrs.  FHnt  are  now 
required.  She  received  her  education  at  a  boarding-school  at 
Cranbrook,^  where,  in  or  about  1730,  she  ■wrought  in  needle- 

^  Our  liberties,  too  lightly  estimnted,  will  be  more  valued  hj  contrast;  I 
therefore  refer  to  one  of  the  forgotten  forms  of  persecution  at  tins  period,  and 
that  in  the  metropolis  of  our  land.  To  decline  serving  tlie  office  of  Sheriff  for 
the  City  of  London,  incurred  a  fine  of  £600.  As  Dissenters  would  not  qualify 
by  taking  the  sacrament  at  church,  it  was  the  practice  to  elect  wealthy  members 
of  that  body  ;  and  '*  it  is  a  well-known  fact,  that  upwards  of  fifteen  thousand 
pounds  thus  obtained  from  men  who,  in  the  spirit  of  martyrs,  sacrificed  tlieir 
money  and  retained  tiieir  consistency,  were  appropriated  to  the  erection  of  the 
Mansion  House — a  monument  to  the  honour  of  our  Nonconformist  forefathers." 
In  1754  Mr.  Allen  Evans,  a  deacon  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Little  Wild  Street, 
having  been  elected  Sheriff,  nobly  resolved,  at  ani/  costs,  to  contest  with  the  Cor- 
poration the  legality  of  their  act.  At'ter  a  trial  in  three  courts,  they  finally  ap- 
pealed to  the  House  of  Lords,  where,  in  1767,  the  validity  of  the  election  was 
objected  to,  L'lrd  Mansfield  delivering  a  speech  worthy  of  his  high  judicial  cha- 
racter. The  triumph  was  announced  to  good  Mr.  Evans  on  his  death-bed, 
when,  "  with  a  faint  smile  and  faltering  accents,  he  expressed  his  satisfaction." — 
See  '•  Historij  of  the  Church  in  Wild  Street,  p.  31." 

^  It  was  about  1790  that  our  grandfather  very  reluctantly  dispensed  with  the 
pewter — much,  perhaps,  as  did  his  forefathers  when  it  took  the  place  of  the 
trencher. 

^  Not  the  good  fortune  then  of  every  lass.  "  The  country  ladies  at  this  period 
had  scarcely  education  enough  to  keep  the  household  account  book,  or  spell  cor- 
rectly a  receipt  for  a  new  home-made  wiue,  or  improved  svUabub." — Pict.  Rist. 
of  E,i']hind,  Vol.  IV.,  p.  831. 
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work  a  Scriptaro  piece  (Abraliam  offering  up  Isaac),  still  in  good 
preservation.  As  she  advanced  in  life,  she  became  the  object  of 
endearment  to  an  extensive  circle  of  friends  and  relatives,  among 
whom,  besides  the  Pattenson  family,  may  be  specially  mentioned 
her  uncle,  Eobert  James,  gentleman,  of  Tenterden,  a  widovrer, 
who  died  there  in  1750,  requesting  in  his  WUl^  that  his  funeral 
sermon  should  be  preached  in  the  Presbyterian  Chapel,  in  that 
town,  from  Phd.  i.  21 — "  For  me  to  live  is  Christ,  and  to  die  is 
gain."  He  was  the  son  of  the  Psv.  Thomas  James,  pastor  of 
the  Presbyterian  (afterwards  the  Independent)  church  at  Ash- 
ford  from  1689  to  1718,  and  between  him  and  the  Marsh  family 
the  closest  iutunacy  existed.  Mrs.  Flint's  pocket-bible,  in  two 
volumes  (edit.  1698),  supposed  to  have  belonged  to  him,  and 
given  her  by  her  uncle  Ptobert,  in  1741,  is  among  the  valued 
relics  of  the  past.-  A  still  more  endeared  connexion  of  our 
ancestor  was  her  beloved  sister  Margaret,  who  had  married  James 
Elaokmore,  Esq.,  of  West  well  House,  Tenterden,  a  gentleman  of 
great  wealth,  and  living  in  much  style  ;^  here,  through  life,  she 
was  a  frequent  guest,  possessing  largely  the  affectionate  regard  of 
that  famdy.  Though  not  exempt  from  the  trials  incident  to 
tiiis  probationary  state,  and  needed  as  the  discipline  of  a  parent 
divinely  wise,  Mrs.  Flint's  life  must  have  been  marked  by  a 
more  than  ordinary  share  of  feUcity.  The  sudden  removal  of 
her  loved  husband  was  a  stroke  that  came  with  stunning  \'io- 
lence  ;  yet  in  this  trial  her  piety  sustained  her,  and  in  the  most 

^  Among  other  temporal  matters,  he  directs  that  "  the  diamond  ring  he  oovr 
wears,  given  him  by  his  father,  his  other  diamond  ring,  and  also  his  medals,  and 
ancient  and  miidern  gold,  sdver.  and  brass  coins,  kept  in  a  box  with  drawers." 
maj  not  be  soid,  but  shared  by  his  nephews  and  nieces.  His  property,  in  pai-t, 
consisted  of  two  farms  in  the  parish  of  Westwell. 

-  It  contains  her  autograph,  from  which  the  fac-siinile  is  taken.  I  also  pos- 
sess a  small  silver  salver,  and  a  half-pint  cup,  each  beai-ing  the  initials  of  her 
maiden  name.  After  her  decease,  the  latter  was  daily  used  by  her  daughter-in- 
law,  my  venerated  grandmother. 

3  Their  grandson,  Thomas  BUckmore,  Esquire,  of  "  Briggins,"  Herts,  served 
the  office  of  High  Sheriff  for  that  county  m  1778.  (See  Appendii  C.)  lli-s. 
Flint  lived  to  see  this  honour  conferred  on  her  great-nephew. 
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devoted  of  sons  slie  found  an  eartlily  stay  during  the  five 
remaining  years  of  a  pilgrimage  enviably  serene.  Authentic 
tradition  tells  that  hours  in  each  day  she  might  be  seen  in  the 
back  parlour,  seated  at  the  window,  shaded  by  the  great  syca- 
more tree,^  exquisitely  neat  in  attire,  witli  spectacles  on  her 
brow,  her  knitting  on  her  knee,  and  the  large  Bible  open  before 
her — her  devout  spirit  thus  holding  commune  with  the  skies. 
The  Christmas  preceding  her  decease  she  experienced  an  attack 
of  paralysis,  from  which  she  partially  recovered  ;  but  its  recur- 
rence, after  one  week's  suffering,  proved  fatal,  Sunday,  June  16, 
1782,  in  the  sLsty-sixth  year  of  her  age.  Mrs.  Flint  died  in 
membership  with  the  Independent  Church.  From  the  testimony 
of  both  my  grandparents,  her  disposition  was  "  gentle,  affec- 
tionate, lovely — her  manners  possessing  the  refinement  and  grace 
of  the  true  gentlewoman.^  In  person  she  was  symmetrical  and 
handsome,  but  could  stand  erect  beneath  the  outstretched  arm 
of  her  husband."  Her  property  is  known  to  have  been  con- 
siderable ;  the  loss  of  the  marriage  settlement,  however,  precludes 
its  being  stated  with  sufficient  accuracy. 

Mr.  and  j\Irs.  Flint  were  interred  in  Ashford  churchyard,  in 
ihe  vault  of  her  parents,  formed,  no  doubt,  on  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Marsh.  It  is  situated  near  the  south-west  corner  of  the  church  : 
on  its  enlargement,  in  1828,  the  costly  altar  tomb,  bearing 
inscriptions  on  its  panels,  was  taken  down,  the  vaidt  partially 
invaded  by  the  foundation  of  a  buttress,^  and  the  coffins  (some 
of  them  leaden)  displaced,  though  without  injury.  The  large 
lt:dger  stone  now  marks  the  spot,  and  bears  on  it  the  names  of 

l.Iournful  to  relate,  its  extreme  size  induced  its  being  felled  about  1790.  A 
trtble  made  from  it  is  in  the  posseaaiun  of  my  brutlier,  Abraham  Marsh  Flint, 

■''  Oa  leaving  home,  to  visit  relatives  or  friends,  she  was  invai'iablj  attended 
by  her  servant, 

3  The  vault,  but  a  few  feet  distant,  which  belonss  to  the  other  branch  of  the 
fiimily,  was  enclosed  by  the  new  walls,  and  is  pewerT  over,  A  neat  marble  tablet, 
with  inscriptions,  is  raised  near  to  its  site,     t:ce  Appendix  J, 
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the  sluniberers  beneath.^  While  my  life  is  continued  the  pre- 
servation of  the  tomb  shall  be  carefully  regarded ;  and  I  trust 
tlie  day  wUl  never  arrive  when  a  descendant  wOl  be  wanting  to 
discharge  the  lUje  grateful  duty.  The  visitant  to  this,  and  its 
kindred  spots,  need  not  return  unrecompensed,  as  "  sermons 
from  stones,"  and  sermons  the  most  instructive,  may  claim 
attention  here  ;  and  assuredly  those  earlier  and  better  sympathies 
of  our  nature,  so  habitually  deadened  by  the  eager  and  grasping 
pureuit  of  worldly  objects,  wiU  be  likely  to  derive  a  restoring 
influence.- 

We  have  here  no  family  to  trace  in  its  diverging  lines.  The 
only  child  of  ^Is.  and  ilrs.  Flint  who  survived  infancy — our 
grandfather,  Thomas  Flint — became  the  sole  descendant,  and 
wUl  next  claim  our  notice. 

A3  FROM  ON'E  STEM  THE  NUMEROUS  BRANCHES  SPREAD, 
so  KINDRED  WIDE  HERE  CLAIM  A  PARENT  HEAD. 

1  See  inscription,  Appendix  J. 

2  Tlie  Rev.  R.  C.  Fell  l-emai-lis  in  liis  Life  of  Alderman  Kelly  (Lord  Mayor 
in  1837),  with  whom  he  became  acquainted  by  his  annual  visit  to  the  church- 
yard of  his  future  biographer — "  In  this  simple,  but  expressive  act  of  homage  to 
the  memol*T  of  his  po^r  parents,  I  caught  the  tirst  glimpse  of  his  beautiful  cha- 
racter."    Youthful  readers,  that  book  will  well  repay  perusal. 
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THOMAS    FLINT. 

1745—1824. 


kOimtS  Jfltnt  was  bom  at  AsWord, 
Sunday,  July  28,  1745.1  The  name  of  our 
first  refiorded  progenitor  had  long  since  passed 
into  forgotfuliiess  without  having  been  per- 
petuated, when,  from  circumstances  already 
mentioned,  it  was  given  to  the  subject  of  this  memoir,  from 
respect  to  bis  maternal  grandfather,  Thomas  Marsh,  Esq.,  whose 
life  was  only  prolonged  to  see  his  little  namesake  attain  his 
fourth  year.  Childhood  and  adolescence  gave  no  indication  of 
that  vigour  of  constitution  he  afterwards  possessed  -^  on  the 
contrary,  so  weakly  was  he,  that  his  parents  with  gloomy  appre- 
hensions feared  their  only  child  would  not  be  reared,  and  that 
their  property  would  be  inherited  by  others.  Thus  on  the 
slender  and  brittle  thread  of  this  one  life  was  suspended  the 
existence  of  the  future  generations  of  a  family  already  widely 
extended.^  AH  the  means  which  maternal  care  and  medical 
skiU  could  devise,  were  had  recourse  to,  and  graciously  blessed 
by  Providence  to  the  increasing  strength  of  the  beloved  boy, 
who  was  scarcely  trusted  beyond  his  mother's  sight,  or  even  per- 

1  On  August  20,  following,  he  was  baptized  at  the  Independent  Meeting- 
house.     His  children  were  also  christened  there. 

^  His  was  a  favoured  exemption  from  disease,  either  hereditary  or  casual :  not 
the  slightest  cutaneoua  malady  ever  alfected  him;  this,  as  pertaining  to  our  com- 
mon progenitor,  is  of  moment. 

**  His  grandchildi'en  numbered  forty,  sis  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
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mitted  to  ride  his  pony  without  a  man  as  his  attendant.  V/ell 
would  it  have  been  had  early  and  continued  indidgcnoe  never 
proved  more  injurious  to  its  favourad  object  than  in  this 
instance;  not  that  as  with  some,  goodness  was  the  result  of 
dulness,  which  his  youthful  frolics  would  disprove  ;i  to  a  gentle 
and  tractable  disposition  it  was  partly  attributable,  but  far  more 
to  that  ardent  affection  to  his  parents,  which  ensured  obedience 
to  their  every  command,  and  made  his  happiness  to  consist  in 
their  favour ;  yet  to  their  praise  be  it  told  that,  if  thus  indul- 
gent, they  were  also  judicious.  It  is  presumed  that  in  entering 
on  parental  duties — of  all  others  the  most  obligatory — it  was 
vrith  matured  reflection,  and  a  united  arid  settled  purpose.  Had 
they  been  directed  merely  by  impulse,  and  enfeebled  by  divided 
authority,  the  commands  or  reproof  of  one  parent  being 
neutralized  by  tlie  mistalcen  affection  of  the  other,  the  child 
would  quickly  have  taken  advantage  of  such  inconsistency,  and 
perhaps  have  become  familiar  with  domestic  scenes  of  an  in- 
jurious character.  Far  otherwise  was  it  here  ;  carefid  had  been 
the  culture,  and  rich  the  fruit  it  yielded.  So  rare,  and 
almost  perfect,  an  example  of  filial  regard  and  dutiful  deport- 

^  Two  sliall  be  given  fur  the  amusement  of  my  juvenile  relatives.  The  good 
people  of  Ashford,  expecting  the  appearance  of  a  comet,  and  much  curiosity 
being  excited,  Master  Thomas,  on  a  daik  and  suitable  evening,  accompanied  by 
a  faithful  playmate,  proeefded.  with  his  large  kite,  a  candle  and  lantern,  to 
windward  of  the  town,  and  soon  "  high  in  air  "  was  seen  the  portentous  light. 
With  that  class  it  was  expected  to  deceive,  the  trick  succeeded  well  ;  numbers 
outside  their  doors  gathered  in  groups — some,  it  is  presumed,  predicting  troublous 
times,  others  seriously  bethinking  themselves  of  the  past,  and  all  admitting  that 
a  comet  was  very  different  to  what  they  had  supposed  !  The  other  frolic  was 
far  less  innocent.  In  a  lane  near  Mr.  Flint's  abode  lived  an  elderly  cobbler, 
partially  deaf,  whose  bald  head  was  a  prominent  object  to  every  passer-by. 
Choosing  an  evening  dark  as  the  deed,  Tom  having  charged  very  moderately 
with  powder  a  horse-pislul,  filled  it  to  the  muzzle  with  coagulated  blood,  and 
taking  deliberate  aim  through  a  broken  quarry,  fired  at  the  old  man's  pate. 
Backwards  from  his  stall,  heels  over  bead,  fell  poor  Crispin,  roaring — "  MoUv, 
I'm  shot!  I'm  shot:  I'm  killed  !— Molly,  I'm  kUled !"  ^'ot  only  Molly,  but 
neighbours  also  rushed  in ;  aid  was  instantly  rendered,  and  as  the  sufferer  could 
not  describe  the  position  of  the  wound,  (he  cleansing  process  was  continued  till 
it  was  ascertained  that  no  injury  had  been  inflicted.  In  this  instance  a  stii-  was 
made,  and  the  di^ead  of  detection  for  some  time  far  outweighed  the  young  gen- 
tleman's sport. 
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ment  as  was  our  ancestor,  deserves  to  be  held  forth,  that  it 
may  be  honoured  and  imitated  by  his  descendants.  When 
in  hours,  now  remembered  with  emotion,  I  have  seated  myself 
at  his  side,  delighted  in  discoursing  on  the  past,  he  has  told  me 
that  on  one  occaainn  only  did  he  recollect  to  have  incurred  hia 
father's  displeasure,  and  then  it  was  but  momentary,  for 
scarcely  had  the  parent  hurled  his  hat  at  the  youthful  delin- 
qiTont,  ere  forgiveness  was  sought  and  obtained.  Wliile 
dwelling  on  this  theme,  the  tears  would  flow  down  the  cheeks 
of  my  venerable  grandfather — tears  not  of  self-inflicted  regret, 
which  give  the  keenest  poignancy  to  sorrow,  and  would  have 
precluded  such  enviable  reminiscences.  Ever  liable  to  tl;e 
loss  of  our  most  valued  relatives,  how  would  our  grief  be 
moderated  on  their  removal  co\ild  wo,  like  him,  always  indulge 
the  conviction  that  our  professed  attachment  to  the  departed  had 
proved  as  uniformly  consistent  as  it  had  been  sincere — tlie  hap- 
piness we  had  imparted,  never  having  been  diminished  by  our 
failings  of  temper  and  forb:arance.  But  restrospections  such  as 
these  can  only  be  enjoyed  by  those  who  have  the  close  of  life 
habitually  in  view,  and  prefer  future  peace  to  the  present  indul- 
gence of  tempers  and  feelings,  kept  imperfectly  under  control.^ 

Mr.  Flint  was  not  wanting  in  habits  of  industry  or  applica- 
tion, and  engaged  in  hia  father's  business  with  as  much  energy 
as  though  his  resources  were  to  bo  derived  entirely  from  it.'' 
Athough  his  fond  parents  were  desirous  that  he  should  settle  in 
life,  it  was  not  till  his  twenty-eighth  year  he  formed  a  matri- 
monial connection  ;  and,  considering  that  he  possessed  an  un- 

1  Alua,  Mint  tlio  loasnn  s1i"iiM  ]\i\vf  Iioon  so  frequently  clIsrHgnnlnl  wbiclj  «u3 
tauglit  ua  in  our  uuraory  rliymca,  when  of  the  lost  mothoi*  we  said — 
"  0  !  if  ehe  would  but  come  ftgain, 
I  then  would  grieve  bor  so  no  more." 
Tho  hint  is  for  my  juvenile  relatives,  and  I  desire  eamestJj/  to  impress  on  (h(  ni 
thin  ai'niinient, 

'  Tlio  concern  lincl  no  rivnl  in  that  district  of  the  county.  Much  of  the  trade 
consisted  iu  the  supply  of  bur  iron  lu  couutry  smiths. 
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blemished  cliaracter,  an  amiable  disposition,  attractive  person, 
and  property  adequute  to  place  him  beyond  the  reach  of  anxiety, 
it  is  to  be  inferred  that  hitherto  ceKbacy  had  been  the  result  of 
choice.  Alluding  to  this  period,  he  would  often  in  after  days 
laugh  at  the  remembrance  of  the  limed  twigs,  and  sillcen  nets, 
which  had  been  placed  in  his  path.  Attending  a  party  in  Ash- 
ford  (for  Mr.  Flint  was  quite  the  beau),  he  was  accidentidly 
introduced  to  Miss  MAE  7  FEN]S'ER,  eldest  daughter  of  Mr. 
Eest  Tenner,  of  Canterbury,  a  respectable  brewer,  whoso  family 
for  three  generations  had  been  principal  supporters  of  the 
Presbyterian,  or  Independent  Church,  in  that  city.  (See  Ap- 
pendix D.,  "  Fenner  Family.")  In  this  lady  our  ancestor  had 
met  his  future  wife  ;^  the  course  of  love  flowed  smootlJy,  the 
parents  respectively  vied  in  their  expre.'^sions  of  approval,  and 
all  was  joyous,  save  that  in  Ashford  many  a  fair  countenance  be- 
trayed dissatisfactioji,  and  the  tongue  of  many  a  mamma  became 
voluble  when  it  was  known  that  the  "  Canterbury  lass "  liad 
actually  secured  to  herself  such  a  prize.  It  admits  of  no  doubt 
that  Mr.  Flint  would  have  regarded  himself  as  a  yet  liajjpier 
man  had  the  Cathedral  city  tlien  been  connected,  as  now,  with 
Ashford  by  metal  roads  and  express  trains  ;  however,  he  con- 
trived to  visit  the  former  frequently,  and  brought  these  attentions 
to  a  close  in  August,  1772.  On  Tuesday,  the  fourth  day  of  that 
mouth,  the  wedding  party  assembled  at  the  trade  residence,  in 
Stour  Street.  Prominent  in  the  groiip  was  the  father  of  the 
bride,  rendered  conspicuous  by  his  tall  and  portly  figure,  his 
gentlemanly  bearing,  and  the  huge  white  wig,  which,  though  it 
seemed  to  burden  his  head,  was  in  perfect  keeping  with  his  cos- 
tume.-    Miss  FEI^^<'EI-(,  now  in  her  twenty-third  year,  chose  for, 

1  Miss  Fenner  beenme  connected  with  Aslifoi'd  tlirougli  her  mtitornal  gmn'l- 
mutliur,  Mrs.  \Vatt»  (furinerly  Mra.  Haiidulpb  LuiUi),  uf  Smueth,  neiir  that  lowu. 
(Si'e  .4|ipoiiili!c  E,  Ludd  Fumily). 

*  Few  men  «uuld  have  belter  graeod  a  Lurd  Mnvor's  bnuquet. 
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her  bridesmaid  li3i'  only  sister,  Ann,  afterwards  Mrs.  Jobu 
Berry  ;  and  Mr.  Til  DMAS  FLINT  regarded  himself  as  honourid 
by  the  presenee  of  his  first-oousin,  James  Blackmore,  Esq.,  of  Tea- 
terden.  The  marriage  was  solenmized  at  St.  llildred's^the 
church  where  thrice  since  the  descendants  of  the  then  happy 
pair  have  exchanged  similar  vows.^  Though  a  blemiing  of 
scenes,  it  must  not  pass  unnoted  that  the  Eey.  Mr.  Francis  was 
the  same  officiating  clergyman  who  at  the  same  spot,  fifty-two 
years  after,  performed  the  last  Christian  rites  over  the  bride- 
groom. In  a  preceding  page  it  has  been  stated  that  Mr.  Abra- 
ham Flint,  on  the  marriage  of  his  son,  relinquished  business  in 
liis  favour,  and  gave  hku  as  his  residence  the  trade  part  of  the 
Family  House.  It  was  not  till '  one  disappointment  had  been 
experienced  that  Mrs.  Flint,  on  March  20,  1774,  presented  her 
husband  with  their  first  child,  Priscdla  Ann  ;  in  each  of  the 
three  succeeding  years  they  were  blessed  with  a  son — Eest, 
Abraham,  and  Thomas  ;  and  in  1781  was  born  their  last  child, 
Mary.  Of  these  five,  the  earliest  removed  by  death  was  their 
youngest  son  (my  father)  in  his  forty-third  year. 

About  three  years  subsequently  to  the  decease  of  Mr.  Abraham 
Flint,  an  event  transpired  of  momentous  importance  in  the  his- 
tory of  OUT  revered  grandfather,  ultimately  leading  to  his  removal 
from  Ashford,  and  extending  its  results  even  to  succeeding 
fenerations.  On  his  introduction  to  the  Fenner  family,  Mr. 
Fenner  and  his  son  Thomas  were  in  partnership — the  latter  a 
man  of  superior  abilities,  great  mental  and  physical  energy,  a.no". 
a  member  of  the  Independent  Church.  In  1780  the  old  genUe- 
man  was  desirous  of  retiring  from  the  brewery,  and  not  less  so 
that  Mr.  Flint  should  join  his  brother-in-law  in  the  concern, 
which  he  was  induced  to  do  under  the  firm  of  Fenner  and  Flint, 
but  retaining  his  business  at  Ashford  distinct.     The  partnersiiip 

1  TUe  wcdJiiig-ring,  and  Ihiit  of  my  dt-ai'  mother,  are  sncredrellcs. 


thJ^^  Brewery  Premises  were  purchased  by  our  auoeator,  Mr.  Rest  Fenner 
ht  bror.''  ',"■  ^7'^-  '"  '^'°  ""'■  T'^°'"^=  F'"'  "eoam;  co-partner  w°th 
,^.o,^r  ;'""''"•  ^"■-  ^^"'^'^^  ''"°°^'-'  "^'^  '°  1801  retired  from  the  concern  • 
1    contmued  in  our  family  till  January  6,  1350,  when  the  entire  property  w^s 

&ho1d  estat°er^'^'  ^'"^  '''  ^''^'^  "^^=  '^^'^-''^'-  ^-^^°'^.  '>-<l- 

B   F  F.  1850. 
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was  dated  from  June  2i  ;  the  moiety  of  valuation,  as  invested 
by  Hi.  Flint,  was  £7540,  and  the  joint  profit  of  the  first  year, 
£1703.  For  some  years  the  ooimection  was  peri'uctly  satisfactory, 
till  Mr.  Fenner,  elated  with  success,  became  much  too  bold  and 
speculative  in  his  transactions,  and  thereby  occasioned  his  partner 
great  uneasiness.  At  length,  in  ISOO,  this  nearly  wrought  his 
ruin,  for  in  attempting  to  secure  a  fortune  by  speculating  in  hops 
on  his  own  account,  he  lost  one,  and  placed  himself  in  such  a 
position  as  to  render  his  retirement  from  the  brewery  imperative. 
The  state  of  our  ancestor's  mind  at  this  crisis  it  would  be  deeply 
painful  to  describe — the  remembrance  of  his  father's  advice 
never  to  unite  with  the  Fenners  in  trade,  but  be  satisfied  with 
his  own  ample  means,  adding  poignancy  to  the  trial,  ilr.  Flint 
was  wholly  unfitted  to  contend  with  difficulties  so  formidable  ; 
and  serious  must  have  been  the  issue,  had  they  not  been  reso- 
lutely and  successfully  met  by  the  able  agency  he  selected.  On 
a  valuation  being  made,  October  26,  1800,  Mr.  Fenner's  equal 
share  in  the  concern  was  found  to  be  worth  £16,420,  in  payment 
far  which  he  transferred  his  recently-incurred  debts  to  Mr.  Fhnt, 
amounting  to  £12, .57 1,  and  received  the  remaining  £3,855  by 
instalments.!  In  September  following  he  quitted  the  abode  of 
his  ancestors  in  Stour  Street,  and  in  1302  left  England  to  close 
his  days  in  the  United  States,  but  not  till  Ids  brother-in-law, 
without  the  shadow  of  a  claim,  had  witli  noble  generosity  and 
tender  sympathy  granted  him  an  annuity  of  £400  for  his  life, 
and  till  his  youngest  child  came  of  age,  which  took  place  in 
lf^20 — au  act  so  munificent,  that  it  shoidd  have  prevented  the 
Fenner  family  from  cherishing  the  feeling  that  tlieii  patrimony 
had  been  taken  from  them.  Eut  to  return  to  our  honoured 
grandfather  :  the  step  he  liad  taken  involved  heavy  responsibility. 
"WTien  it  is  stated  that  the  total  amount  of  stock  comprising  the 

^  On  January  6,  1S02,  only  one  tUousnnii  pounds  was  due  to  Mr.  Fenner. 
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plant,  freehold  and  leasehold  inns  and  ale-houses,  malt,  hops, 
beer,  ledger  debts,  &c.,  &c.,  was  £51,984,  it  may  be  inferred 
that  the  borrowed  capital  employed  was  considerable  :  such, 
however,  was  the  opinion  held  of  his  wealth,  that  on  making  it 
known  his  property  had  sustained  no  injury  from  Mr.  Tenner's 
imprudence — that  he  shoidd  have  to  pay  him  several  thousand 
pounds  as  the  balance  of  his  share  in  the  brewery,  and  that  he 
regarded  the  present  as  a  favom-able  opportunity  for  possessing 
himself  of  the  entire  concern,  all  fears  were  allayed,  and  but 
little  inconvenience  experienced.  Mr.  Flint's  endeavour  now 
was  to  concentrate  his  resources  ;  he  accordingly  disposed  of  the 
business  at  Ashford,!  sold  the  Famdy  House  to  jVIr.  Chittenden 
for  £1500,  and  removed  to  Stour  Street,  Canterbury,  in  October, 
1801.  Kent  was  at  this  time  garrisoned  with  troops,  money 
among  all  classes  abundant,  and  the  consumption  of  beer  so 
large  that  it  was  actually  difficult  to  supply  the  demands  of  cus- 
tomers. Under  good  management,  therefore,  Mr.  Flint's  success 
was  such  as  to  enable  him,  in  1807,  to  rehnciuish  trade,  and 
transfer  the  concern  in  ecpal  shares  to  his  children,  having  pre- 
viously secured  to  himself  and  wife  a  joint  annuity  of  £1000 
per  annum,  or  £750  to  the  survivor.^  Prior  to  this  he  had 
given  up  the  trade  residence  to  his  eldest  son,  jSIr.  Eest  Flint, 


1  A  line  is  bere  due  lo  the  memoi'y  of  Mr.  Francis  Chaplin,  who  for  twenty- 
one  years  had  been  his  managing  assistant — a  worthy,  faithful,  and  piuus  man, 
held  in  deserved  esteem  by  the  family. 

The  phaeton,  which  at  Ashlbrd  had  been  always  kept,  was  now  superseded  by 
a  close  carriage.  Apropos:  "While  residing  there,  my  grandfather  had  his  horse 
stolen  from  his  held  at  Pin  Hill.  It  was,  1  hope,  without  bis  sanction  that 
counsel  was  sought  of  "'  the  cunning  man"  at  Chart.  "  Your  master,"  said  he, 
"  in  a  few  months  will  hnd  his  horse  at  his  own  door;"  but  so  improbable  was 
the  dictum  of  the  oracle,  that  it  gained  not  the  credence  it  might  hare  received  ; 
for,  some  months  after,  at  the  fair,  Chaplin  identified  the  horse  on  sale  with 
others,  almost  opposite  to  the  house  !  The  animal,  which  was  much  valued,  was 
recovered,  and  the  dealer,  having  established  his  innoceney,  liberated. 

-  In  stating  this  fact,  I  am  not  trespassing  on  delicacy  ;  it  were  absurd  to  con- 
ceal from  my  junior  relatives  that  which  was  widely  known  to  bankers  and  law- 
yers' clerks — especially  by  the  latter,  after  the  disposal  of  the  brewery. 
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and  removed  to  Wincheap  Street,  where  lie  pxsssd  the  rem.viiiLDg 
seventeen  years  of  his  life  in  affluent  ease. 

That  the  narrative  of  Mr.  Flint's  basiness  engagements  might 
not  be  interrupted,  a  circumstance  was  passed  unnoticed,  to 
which  we  will  now  revert.  The  close  intimacy  which  had  sub- 
sisted for  exactly  a  century  between  our  family  and  that  of  the 
Pattensons,  was  terminated  in  1799  by  the  decease  of  WiUiam 
Pattenson,  Esq.,  a  bachelor,  and  second  cousin  of  our  grand- 
father,!  with  whom  the  latter  had  retained  the  most  friendly 
relations,  frequently  visiting  Ibomden,  and  leavLug  his  sons 
there  for  days  together.  Indeed,  so  prevalent  was  the  expecta- 
tion that,  in  default  of  male  relatives,  he  would  share  largely  in 
the  old  gentleman's  fortune,  as  to  have  given  to  Mr.  Flint  a 
different  status  in  consequence  ;  extreme  was  his  surprise, ^then, 
to  find  that  he  was  a  legatee  for  only  one  hundred  pounds. 
Some  few  years  after  he  ascertained  from  the  solicitor  that,  in  a 
former  Will,  five  thousand  pounds  had  been  bequeathed  to  him. 
Why  such  an  alteration  should  have  been  made,  it  was  vain  to 
conjecture  ;  the  probabUity  is,  that  Mr.  Pattenson,  __having  re- 
solved to  preserve  liis  name  from  extinction,  by  requiring  the 
Rev.  Cooke  Tylden  (Eector  of  Milsted,  Kent),  and  his  heirs 
male,  to  bear  the  double  surname  of  Tylden-Pattenson,  he 
decided  that  they  should  ioherit  the  whole  of  his  wealth. - 

The  evening  of  our  venerated  ancestor's  life,  though  not 
cloudless,  was  calm.  Annually  he  had  the  gratification  of  wel- 
coming his  sons  Abraham  and  Thomas  (frequently  accompanied 

*  See  Appendix  A.  PaLtenson  Familr. 

=  He  styles  him  his  "  cousin  bj  man-iage."  Mrs.  Tvlden  and  5Ii-s.  Abraham 
Flint  (Miss  Priscilla  Marsh)  stood  in  precisely  the  same  relationship  to  the 
Testator,  except  that  the  former  was  a  brother  s  child,  the  latter  a  sister's.  The 
entail  is  as  binding  as  it  could  be  legally  rendered,  and  with  it  the  injunction 
that  the  occupant  of  his  "  mansion"  should  reside  there  eight  months  in  every 
year.  Mr.  Pattenson,  like  his  father  and  grandfather,  -was  a  Nonconformist :  the 
kitchen  of  their  mansion  was  licensed  for  public  service,  and  Mr.  Samuel  FUnt 
stated  to  me  that  he  had  often  worshipped  there. 
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l.iy  their  wives  or  children),  who,  resi(.Ung  in  tho  "West  of  Eng- 
land, always  passed  the  month  of  April  in  Canterbury,  that,  as 
partners  in  the  brewery,  they  might  be  present  at  the  taking  of 
stock.  These  interviews  closed  in  1819,^  when  my  lamented 
parent,  then  in  apparent  health,  returned  home,  soon  to  be  num- 
bered with  the  dead — a  stroke  the  father  felt  most  keenly.  It 
was  the  first  bereavement  of  a  child  he  had  sustained.  He 
could  estimate  his  worth,  and  regarded  himself  as  greatly 
honoured  by  God  in  having  possessed  such  a  son.  His  own 
vigorous  powers  shortly  after  this  were  seen  to  fail,  but  it  was 
not  tiU  the  last  two  years  of  his  life  that  he  became  the  mere 
wreck  of  the  former  man.  Then  the  tottering  step,  the  failing 
momorj'',  and  declining  consciousness,  told  that  the  frail  taber- 
nacle was  about  to  be  taken  down.  Without  pain,  and  of  mere 
decay,  wliile  in  a  state  of  comatose  slumber,  he  gently  breathed 
his  last,  on  tho  evening  of  Monday,  March  22,  1824,  aged 
seventy-nine  years.^  Mr.  Flint  never  connected  himself  with  a 
Christian  church,  but  his  Bible  and  his  closet  were  both  precious 
to  him,  and  his  attendance  on  the  means  of  grace  was  constant 
and  devout.  As  a  man,  he  was  "  one  of  those  who  liad  received 
from  God  the  great  gift  of  a  thoroughly  genial  nature."  His 
character  may  be  easily  drawn.  It  exhibited  no  strongly-mascu- 
line features — possessing  naturally  a  very  amiable  and  cheerful 


1  la  tbo  ftutumn  of  tliia  jfjir  Mi-.  Abraham  Flint  removed  to  Canterbui'v.  It 
w;is  vory  nirnlj  tliat  (he  absent  suns  recoiveJ  a  letter  from  their  father.  'Such 
was  his  aversion  to  writing,  that  all  eorrespondcnce  devolved  on  Mrs.  Flint, 
whose  letters  were  frequent — often  interesting — and  never  deficient  in  the  ex- 
pression of  atl'eetion  and  sympathy. 

-  Not  supposing  his  father's  end  to  bo  so  near,  my  uncle  Abraham  Flint  had, 
late  tho  preeeding  evening,  left  for  Loudon,  where  he  was  then  collecting  on  be- 
half of  King  Street  Chapel.  For  this  duty  few  were  either  as  qualified  or 
as  successful,  and  what  he  accomplished  in  freeing  that  cause  fi-om  debt,  has 
placed  it  under  lasting  obligations  to  his  memory. 

AlFection  alone,  not  pride,  influenced  my  grandmother  in  the  funeral  arrango- 
monls.  The  solemn  procession,  led  by  the  undertaker  and  mutes  on  horseback, 
consicted  of  tlie  hearse  and  four  coaches,  each  with  four  horses,  followed  by  the 
eniriage  of  the  deceased.     Tlie  aged  wido'W  was  among  the  mourners. 
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disposition,  dovoteJly  attached  to  peace,  scrupulouslj'  honour- 
able in  every  transaction,  facile,  gentle,  forbearing,  forgiving — he 
needed  only  to  be  known  to  be  esteemed.  If  exemplary  in  the 
filial  relation,  so  was  he  in  the  conjugal,  the  former  being  a  safe 
guarantee  for  the  latter  :  perilous  is  the  risk  incurred  Ly  her  who 
confides  her  happiness  for  life  to  the  man  who,  as  a  son,  has 
been  devoid  of  affection  and  sympathy.  Eland  and  courteous 
in  his  address,  Jlr.  Flint  would  have  been  recognised  as  the 
gentleman,  even  though  disguised  in  the  humblest  attire.  In 
stature  he  was  of  the  middle  height,  weU-formed,  slightly 
inclined  to  corpulency,  his  complexion  remarkably  florid,  and 
but  that  the  eyes  were  deficient  in  lustre,  he  must  have  been 
handsome.  The  wig,i  spectacles,  snuffbox,  and  walking-cane, 
had  been  appendages  from  early  manhood.  Through  Hie  his 
cliief  hobby  consisted  in  a  garden,  and  the  culture  of  the  choicest 
flowers,"  fruits,  and  esculents,  was  his  untiring  delight ;  in  this 
respect  he  was  privileged,  as  that  in  Wincheap  was  surpassed  by 
none  in  Canterbury,  and  there,  during  the  summer  months,  he 
would  generally  employ  himself  six  hours  in  every  day. 

Eorn  three  days  after  the  Young  Pretender  set  foot  in  Scot- 
land, our  ancestor's  Ufe  may  bo  said  to  have  been  contemporary 
with  that  of  George  the  Third,  whose  reign  commenced  when 
the  former  was  in  his  fifteenth  year,  and  closed  four  years  before 
his  decease.  He  therefore  witnessed  the  marvellous  transference 
of  power  in  the  loss  of  our  American  colonies,  and  the  founding 

^  Not  rosembliaj  those  of  the  preceding  generation.  It  was  a  small,  close 
wig,  jf  brown  colour,  witb  tbroe  or  four  rows  of  curia  encircling  it  belaud.  He 
wab  tcuacious  of  tbe  babita  of  pa^t  days,  nor  did  be  entirely  conform  to  modern 
costiitne.  Tbis  reminds  me  of  one  of  bis  muuv  humorous  sayings.  His  tador 
at  Asblord  must  have  been  somewhat  of  the  critic,  as,  when  trying  on  a  garment, 
should  It  anywhere  fail  to  tit,  the  esciamation  was  certain-  "  Ail  I  sir,  that  is  the 
critical  point !"  If  applicable,  "  Corbin'a  critical  point!"  was  siu'e  to  be  remem- 
bered by  tbe  old  gentleman. 

-  Tlie  auricula  was  his  favourite,  and  fur  this  he  bad  secured  many  a"  prize. 
So  long  as  the  garden  yielded  a  flower,  one  was  sure  to  be  seen  either  in_his 
mouth  or  the  button-bole  of  hia  coat. 
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oi  our  Indian  empire — Europe  convulsed  by  the  French  Eevo- 
lution — the  rise  and  fall  of  Napoleon  Buonaparte — and  the 
establishment  of  universal  peace.  It  was  not,  however,  his  hap- 
piness to  see  a  system  of  profligate  and  tyrannic  rule,  which  had 
almost  goaded  a  loyal  people  into  revolution,  give  place  to  good 
and  popular  government.  Nonconformity  still  wore  her  galling 
fetters  ;  nor  did  he  suppose  that  the  doom  of  Test  and  Corpora- 
tion Acts  was  as  nigh.  The  achievements  which  steam  had 
wrought  in  our  manufactures,  he  regarded  with  deep  interest ; 
but  he  beheld  not  the  vast  change  it  was  about  to  effect  in  loco- 
motion :  small  boats  had  just  commenced  crossing  from  Dover^ 
to  Calais,  but  their  paddles  had  not  then  ventured  into  ocean 
waters,  nor  till  five  years  later  was  the  first  railroad  commenced 
in  Britain.^ 

IVIES.  FLINT,  to  whose  early  years  no  allusion  has  been  made, 
now  claims  our  notice.  She  was  born  at  the  trade  residence, 
Stour  Street,  on  Tuesday,  February  27,  1750,  the  eldest  daugh- 
ter of  a  very  numerous  family,  whose  mother  (formerly  iliss 
Ann  Ludd,  of  Canterbury)  was  a  lady  of  respectable  connections, 
thoroughly  domestic,  prudent,  intelligent,  and  tridy  pious. 
That  our  grandparent,  favoured  with  strong  mental  powers, 
should  have  received  so  imperfect  an  education,  is  deeply  to  be 
regretted ;  yet  such  was  female  tuition  at  that  period — for  that 
it  arose  not  from  parental  deficiencies  in  this  respect,  it  need 
merely  be  stated  her  father  was  educated  by  Dr.  Doddridge,  of 
Northampton,^  and.  her  mother,  who  had  enjoyed  the  full  advan- 

^  Mr.  Flint's  last  absence  from  home  was  in  October,  1822,  when  be  passed  a 
few  weeks  in  Dover.  The  packets  were  a  source  of  dailj  amusement;  theu,  the 
passage  to  Calais  in  foul'  hours  was  deemed  good,  now  it  has  been  made  in 
seventy-nine  minutes. 

-  The  South-Eastern  Railway,  connecting  Canterbury  with  London,  via  Ash- 
furd.  was  opened  from  that  town  to  the  former  city  on  Friday,  February  6, 1846. 

3  "  His  academy  was  a  kind  of  school  for  young  men  intended  for  different 
professions,  and  was  entirely  conducted  by  hunself." — Stoughioiis  Centenarj/ 
Memorial,  pp.  88—99. 
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tagea  of  that  Jay,  justly  prided  herself  on  her  handwriting, 
which  was  beautifully  neat  and  distinct.  I  have  heard  my 
grandmother  say,  in  reference  to  herself,  that  she  never  saw  a 
grammar  ;i  instead  of  this  was  the  well-worked  sampler,  to  be 
framed  and  handed  down  to  another  generation — or,  as  the 
'  acme  of  accomplishments,  a  Scripture  subject  cleverly  wrought 
in  needlework.  Early  initiated  into  domestic  duties,  Ln  which  she 
excelled,  they  had  her  attention  through  after-life  in  preference 
to  mental  pursuits,  the  judicious  blending  of  both  being  then  as 
defective  (though  from  opposite  training)  as  now.  As  the  wife, 
the  mother,  and  the  mistress,  few  could  better  secure  the  com- 
fort and  welfare  of  a  family,  and  with  a  more  than  ordinary 
share  of  energy  ;  its  management,  without  usurping  rule,  was 
entirely  under  her  direction.  To  an  extremely  sensitive  mind 
was  united  a  most  affectionate  and  cheerful  disposition;"  but 
this  warmth  of  feeling,  imperfectly  restrained,  rendered  her 
attachments  and  prejudices  generally  forcible.  With  lively 
solicitude  she  watched  the  advance  of  her  children,  sparing 
nought  which  could  conduce  to  their  happiness,  respectability, 
and  future  weU-beiug.     About  the  time  when  the  views  of  her 

1  Snuthey,  alluding  to  those  times,  relates  that  the  governess  of  the  principal 
boarding-school  of  Hereford,  wUo  for  many  years,  in  conjunction  with  iier  sister, 
had  educated  the  daughters  of  the  most  respectable  people  in  that  city,  used  to 
say,  when  speaking  of  a  former  pupil,  "  Ser  went  to  school  to  we."  —Life  of 
Robert  Southey.   Vol.  I.,  p.  20. 

-  The  heai-ty  assent  she  would  give  to  any  innocent  frolic,  made  her  a  favourite 
with  the  young.  One  of  her  own  shall  be  recorded.  At  Ashford,  our  grand- 
father having  expressed  his  conviction  tliat  he  should  not  have  been  deceived  by 
an  impostor,  as  had  been  a  neighbour.  Mrs.  Flint  resolved  to  put  his  sagacity  to 
the  test,  revealing  the  plot  only  to  the  two  lasses,  my  aunts.  Disguised  in  a 
humble  dress  she  had  borrowed,  on  an  evening  at  dusk,  when  he  happened  to  be 
alone  iu  the  countiug-house,  she  entered  the  shop,  requesting  to  inspect  two  or 
three  articles,  and  after  giving  some  trouble,  and  makmg  a  trivial  purchase,  left 
unrecognised.  Shortly  afterwards  our  grandfather  came  into  the  parlour, 
stating  that  he  had  had  a  most  suspicious  customer,  whom  he  firmly  believed 
■was  a  man  in  woman  s  clothes — the  shoes  partly  betraying  this — that  unseen  he 
had  observed  her  examining  the  fastenings  of  the  doors,  and  that  he  should  have 
the  premises  watched  that  night.  The  joke  was  perfect — further  restraint  im- 
possible ;  and,  best  of  all,  the  habitual  good  nature  of  the  deceived  led  him  fully 
to  participate  in  the  mirth. 
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youngest  son  undorwent  a  similar  cbaugo  v/ith  her  oivn,  she 
united  herself  to  the  Baptist  Church  at  Ashford,  soon  after 
which  painful  events  transpired,  of  which  the  imperilled  circum- 
stances of  her  husband  was  not  the  greatest.  Trying  bereave- 
ments were  also  allotted  her  ;  scarcely  had  she  removed  to 
Canterbury,  when  her  venerable  mother  was  taken  from  her,  and 
■within  the  interval  of  four  years  three  of  her  brothers — each 
being  a  parent — were  numbered  with  the  dead.  A  yet  deeper 
wound  was  inflicted  by  the  decease  of  her  son  Thomas,  over 
whom  she  sorrowed  with  a  grief  known  but  to  a  mother. ^  His 
inflexible  rectitude  had  been  surpassed  only  by  filial  devoted- 
ness,  and  his  counsels  could  never  be  forgotten.  Mrs.  Flint  sur- 
vived her  beloved  husband  eight  years,  enjoying  the  grateful 
reflection  that  by  her  exemplary  attentions  she  had  smoothed  his 
descent  to  the  tomb.  That  impulsive  temperament,  already 
alluded  to,  which  sometimes  interfered  with  mental  quietude 
and  the  calm  exercise  of  judgment,  sustained  little  diminution 
from  age.  In  her  eightieth  year,  accompanied  by  the  writer 
and  three  female  relatives,  she  made  the  tour  of  the  eastern  and 
western  sides  of  England,  with  the  entire  Lake  district,  crossing 
the  Scottish  border  to  Gretna  Green,-  and  throughout  a  jouruey 
(with  its  minor  excursions)  of  eleven  hundred  and  sixty  miles, 
evinced  unabated  interest,  nor  suffered  from  fatigue.     It  was  not 


1  With  mournful  pleasure?  she  "would  dwell  on  his  mcuiorj  ;  yet  in  tliose 
almost  numberless  instances  I  scarcely  remember  one  when  teai-s  were  nut  shed. 
Kucli  was  her  sensibility. 

2  These  relatives  were  mj  aunt  Pi-iscilla,  my  cousin  Pi-iscilla  Chi-istian,  and 
ray  sister  Catherine,  now  Mrs.  Belsoy.  At  Gretna  Green  a  somewhat  uppro- 
priato  joke  was  indulged  in.  On  arriving  within  sight  of  the  lone  inn,  the 
postillion  was  directed  to  apply  the  whip,  and  take  his  horses  to  the  door  at  a 
hnnd-gallop.  Landlord  and  attendants,  familiar  with  these  movements,  were 
without  on  tip-toe.  In  extreme  excitement  the  writer,  seated  with  his  fair 
cousin  in  the  barouche,  inquired  if  the  blacksmith,  or  his  depniy.  was  at  hand. 
All  was  propitious.  What,  then,  was  the  surprise,  when  on  alighting  to  escort 
his  lady,  she  proved  to  be,  not  the  blooming  lass  referred  to,  but  the  venerable 
grandiiai'ent,  who  euj<.yed  the  frolic  aj  thoroughly  us  either  of  the  laughin;,' 
group. 
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till  the  last  six  months  of  lily  that  a  decline  of  strength  was 
apparent,  and  even  then  the  mental  powers  ratainod  their  vigour, 
so  that  to  the  latest  hour  the  immortal  spirit  seemed  to  assert  its 
high  and  independent  destiny.  After  being  confined  to  her  bed 
thi'ee  days,  she  calmly  expired  in  the  forenoon  of  Monday,  No- 
vember 26,  1S32,  having  attained  the  age  of  eighty-two  years 
and  nine  months,  i  Glancing  back  through  the  long  vista  of 
the  past,  she  might,  with  the  noblest  of  her  ses,^  enquire — 
"  Where  is  the  world  into  which  I  was  born  ?" — its  fields  and 
its  pathways  were  the  same,  but  where  were  they  who  had  gaily 
trodden  them  with  her  in  life's  bright  morning  ? — "  aU  to  the 
grave  gone  down,"  save  here  and  there  a  wayworn  traveller  ! 
Mrs.  Flint  was  to  bo  regarded  as  the  last  connecting-link  between 
past  generabions  and  the  present,  and  to  her  extensive  acquaint- 
ance with  the  history  of  the  family,  and  correct  recollection  of 
bygone  events,^  is  to  be  attributed  the  commencement  of  this 
work.*  To  glimpses  of  character  already  given  must  be  added 
the  striking  feature  of  her  entire  freedom  from  selfishness,  that 

>  LoDgevitj  WHS  as  frequent  iu  Mrs.  Flint's  family  as  in  our  own.  Ker 
fiither,  mother,  and  two  brothers,  each  attained  or  exceeded  the  age  of  seveuly- 
nine  years;  her  sister,  Mrs.  Berrj,  was  nearly  uinety-twti,  and  her'granJmother, 
Mi-3.  Watts,  eighty-four  ycai-s.  My  grandfather  was  seventy-nine  :  of  his  rela- 
tives by  blood,  the  age  of  an  uncle  was  seventy-five,  an  aunt  seventy-four,  and 
that  of  four  cousins  respectively  seventy-three,  seveutv-six,  seventy-eight,  and 
eighty.  His  eldest  daughter  exceeded  the  ago  of  eiglit'y-foui-,  his  eldes'son  at- 
tained to  eighty-eight  yours,  and  his  second  son  died"fi-om  an  accident  when 
nearly  seventy-two.  "Longevity  is  an  inheritance.  The  practice  of  every 
annuity  and  insurance  o/Ece  suffices  to  convince  us  of  ordinary  experience 
having  discovered  that  length  of  life  is  somehow  dependent  on  hereditai-y  in- 
fluence."—Xeices's  Phi/siolof/!/,  Vol.  II.,  p.  3S8. 

2  Hannah  More.— Pre/tice  to  Practical  Fieti/. 

^  Numberless  were  her  Lnterealing  reminiscences.  She  could  remember  when 
the  High  Street  of  the  city  was  without  foot-pavement,  a  gutter  running  down 
its  centre,  and  very  many  of  the  shop-windo'ws  glazed  with  lead  li'^Uts.  some 
shops  being  entu-ely  open.  Likewise  the  great  inundation  in  Janu'aiy.  177S, 
when  boats  pas.sed  thiough  Stour  Street,  and  the  inhabitants  for  some  da'vs  lived 
in  theil-  chambers.  It  was  a  few  years  after  her  murriugo  that  Powell,  the 
lawyer,  performed  the  almost  incredible  feat  of  walking  S-om  Canterbury  to 
London  and  back — one  hundred  and  twelve  miles — in  seven  minutes  less  than 
the  stipulated  lime,  namely,  twci.ly-foui'  hours!  I  would  onlai-ge,  but  that  I 
dread  the  rebuke — "  Thou  dost  out-C.j;,we!l  even  Bozzy  himself." 

*  See  Preface,  for  more  extended  remai'ks  on  this  topic. 
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"  epidemic  disease  of  our  nature."  Temperate  and  disinterested, 
she  was  a  stranger  to  personal  indulgence.  Even  to  old  age, 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  it  was  her  habit  to  rise  by 
five  o'clock,  and  in  the  depth  of  winter  at  about  sis.  The 
fortitude  with  which  she  endured  bodily  pain,  and  her  resolution 
in  conflictLng  with  increasing  infirmities,  were  remarkable.  In 
person  Mrs.  Flint  was  of  middle  stature,  and,  though  not  hand- 
some, had  been  interesting.  A  severe  surgical  operation  to 
which  she  submitted  in  1787  occasioned  a  lameness  ia  the  left 
hip,  which  required  the  aid  of  a  stick  in  walking.^  Her  re- 
mains were  interred  with  those  of  her  husband,  near  the  south- 
west corner  of  St.  Mddred's  churchyard. 

We  have  here  arrived  at  a  period  which  forms  an  epoch  in 
this  history.  It  has  been  seen  that  the  only  collateral  branch 
bearing  our  name  is  the  famUy  at  Lewes,  with  whom  the  con- 
sanguinity is  so  remote  as  to  render  it  probable  it  wUl  before 
long  be  lost.  Not  so  with  the  descendants  of  Thomas  and 
Mary  Flint — generations  must  pass  away  ere  they  fail  to  trace 
their  common  descent  to  these  our  revered  ancestors ;  nor  is 
there  the  slightest  probability  that,  numerous  as  are  theii' 
grandchikben,  the  Flint  family  will  ever  become  extinct.  For 
the  reason  assigned  in  the  Preface,  we  now  depart  from  the 
course  hitherto  adopted,  and,  regarding  seniority  alone,  proceed 
with  the  history  of  their  five  children,  PRISCILLA  A:N"X, 
EEST,  ABRAHAJM,  THOMAS,  and  MARY,  who  unitetUy 
constitute  the  sixth  generation. 

YE  VENERATED  PAIR,  WHOSE  VIRTUES  BRIGHT 

THESE  BRIEF  MEMORIALS  DO  BUT  FEEBLY  TELL  J 

AFFECTION  FOND  WLLL  KEEP  THEM  STILL  IN  SIGHT, 

WHILE  TO  YOUR  HISTORY  NOW  WE  BID  FAREWELL. 

1  It  was  a  long  illness.  After  change  of  air  at  Birchington,  by  the  direction 
of  Mr.  Slater,  of  Margate,  she  passed  the  autumn  of  that  year  in  Bath,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  waters.  A  letter  from  her  sorrowing  husband  remains  to  describe 
Ilia  feelings. 


Far- simile  of  kv,logxo.v 
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1V74— 1858. 


risdlla  Jinn  J; lint,     we  now 

enter  on  the  sixth  generation,  of  which  our 
relative  was  the  senior ;  and  here  a  pre- 
Hminary  remark  becomes  necessary.  Thus 
far  my  ohject  has  been  to  rescue  from  ob- 
livion that  which  otherwise  ^ould  have  perished,  but  having 
arrived  at  our  contemporaries,  with  whose  histories  my  kindred 
are  alike  familiar,  I  feel  my  labours  to  be  restricted,  the  memoirs 
I  shall  give  of  my  uncles  and  aunts  wiH,  therefore,  be  brief, 
recording  only  such  incidents  as  may  appear  to  be  desirable, 
and  attempting  no  sketches  of  character,  for  this,  among  other 
reasons.  Except  in  the  present  instance,  there  is  in  each  of 
these  branches  of  the  family  an  eldest  son  equally  qualified  for 
the  task  with  myself,  and  if  my  wishes  are  regarded  as  to  the 
continuance  of  this  work,  it  is  by  them  respectively  that,  at 
some  future  period,  the  duty  wiU  be  discharged.  It  wiU  be 
acting  in  consistency  with  these  suggestions  if,  as  relates  to  my 
own  father,  I  indulge  in  more  extended  comment  :  forty  years 
liave  transpired  since  the  tomb  closed  over  his  remains  ;  his 
nephews  and  nieces,  now  the  parents  of  families,  were  then 
children,  and,  of  his  own  numerous  offspring,  the  writer  alone 
had  entered  on  his  twentieth  year.  It  is,  therefore,  surely  time 
that   some   enduring   memorial  be  raised  to  his  memory :    in 
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attempting  this,  I  am  complying  witli  the  repeated  solicitatious 
of  my  brethren  and  sisters  ;  and  if  to  it  I  have  devoted  undue 
space,  I  trust  that  such  prolixity  will  be  pardoned  by  those  who 
are  not  as  closely  related  to  the  departed. 

My  aunt  was  born  at  Ashford,  on  Sunday,  March  20,  1774, 
and  in  her  name  united  those  of  her  grandparents,  then  both 
surviving.  The  advantages  conferred  on  her  education  could 
not  at  that  period  have  been  exceeded  :  for  several  years  she  was 
placed  in  the  boarding-school  of  Miss  Gambier,  of  Faversham, 
whoso  seminary,  surpassed  by  none  in  East  Kent,  numbered 
among  its  pupils  the  daughters  of  the  surrounding  gentry.^  As 
Miss  Flint's  mental  powers  were  naturally  good,  it  is  believed 
she  did  no  discredit  to  her  instructress.  Eeturning  home,  she 
passed  her  days  in  the  society  of  her  parents,  and,  after  their 
decease,  continued  to  make  Wincheap  her  residence  till  the  dis- 
posal  of  the  brewery,  Ln  which  she  had  been  an  equal  partner 
since  1807. 

In  1827  my  aunt  received  gi-eat  spiritual  benefit  from  the 
ministry  of  the  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Eythorne,-  near 
Dover,  and  in  September,  1830,  was  there  baptized  on  a  pro- 
fession of  faith  in  Christ,  continuing  in  membership  with  that 
Christian  society  tiU  within  a  few  years  of  her  decease.  She 
was,  nevertheless,  a  constant  attendant  at  King  Street  chapel, 

'  The  journey  to  and  fro  was  invarinbly  mado  ou  horseback,  with  the  pillion, 
trusty  Chaplin  bein;^  the  escort. 

-  This  cbiu-cU  claims  to  be  the  most  ancient  now  existing  in  the  Baptist 
denomination  out  of  London,  and  dates  its  origin  to  about  1590.  Duriii"-  more 
than  one  hundred  and  eighty  years  pastors  of  the  name  of  John  Euottrall  of 
the  same  family,  successively  presided  over  it.  With  persecution  it  was  lon» 
familiar.  On  one  occasion  Mr.  Enott,  espying  an  otEccr  and  paity  of  men 
coming  to  apprehend  him,  he  had  just  time  to  escape  by  the  back  door,  and  con- 
ceal himself  in  an  old  saw-pit  overgrown  with  nettles.  Having  sought  him  in 
vain,  they  insisted  on  pnrtalcing  of  the  dinner  Mrs.  Knott  had  been  preparing. 
Keadily  assenting  to  this,  olTeriug  the  best  she  could  provide,  and  waiting  on 
them  with  the  utmost  complaisauce  and  alacrity,  their  hearts  were  so  softened 
that,  desisting  from  further  search,  they  left  the  house,  determined  not  to  distress 
so  good  a  woman.— Sia  Juiniey,  Vol.  II.,  p.  217,  also  Memoir  of  tho  late  Pastor, 
the  Rev.  John  Giles. 
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Canterbury,  of  which  cause  slie  was  a  very  liberal  supporter — 
occasionally  communing  there  also. 

On  April  11,  1850,  she  quitted  Canterbury,  and  removed  to 
No.  8,  Cecil  Si:iuare,  Margate.  Although  she  entered  on  her 
7iinth  decade  with  bodily  powers  still  vigorous,  the  mind  was 
becoming  enfeebled,  and  relief  from  every  domestic  care  was 
now  desirable.  Accordingly  she  relinquished  her  residence,  and 
closed  her  days  beneath  the  roof  of  my  brother,  Mr.  John  B. 
Flint.  The  last  two  years  of  her  life  were  mentally  sknilar  to 
those  of  her  father,  but  to  the  Christmas  preceding  her  decease 
she  continued  to  enjoy  her  almost  daily  drives  in  her  carriage. 
Soon  after  this  she  took  to  her  chamber,  and  then  to  her  bed, 
consciousness  failing,  so  that  utterance  was  rarely  given  to  a  co- 
herent expression.  F()urscore  and  four  years  had  worn  out  the 
animated  machine,  and  on  the  evening  of  Monday,  July  12, 
1858,  the  wheels  of  nature  gently  ceased  to  move.  Her  remains 
were  iaterred  the  following  Saturday,  in  the  Margate  Cemetery, 
the  Eev.  Caleb  Bird  officiating  on  the  mournful  occasion.  ^ 

In  closing  this  obituary,  with  feelings  of  deep  emotion,  I 
trust  that  grateful  remembrances  are  not  wanting  for  contiaucd 
and  unnumbered  acts  of  affectionate  kindness  which  both  myself 
and  my  famUy  have  received  from  our  departed  relative,  the 
mention  of  which  I  would  here  place  on  lasting  record. 

'  The  ^.ive,  iv  steineil  one,  is  in  the  unconsccrated  ground,  "  B.  22-1."  A 
lit'rtdstone  marks  the  spot. 
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REST     FLINT 

1775—1863. 


ZQi  Jf[iljTi.  In  the  lapse  of  geuerations, 
■with  theii  cliequered  events — the  lights  and 
shades  of  life's  picture — the  Family  House 
again  became  the  scene  of  joy,  when,  on 
Tuesday,  February  28,  1775,  it  was  an- 
nounced tliat  a  son  was  born,  for  till  then  the  male  line  in  our 
branch  of  the  family  survived  in  the  father  alone.  The  name 
of  the  maternal  grandfather  was  that  adopted,  and  as  within 
two  years  and  a  half  from  this  period  two  other  sons  were  born, 
the  disparity  in  their  ages  was  so  trifling,  that  from  early  child- 
hood the  three  brothers  became  constant  playmates  and  asso- 
ciates. It  was  an  enviable  lot  which  Providence  had  bestowed 
on  them.  Parental  affection,  with  unsparing  hand,  imparted  its 
gifts — their  attire,  their  indulgences,  and,  more  than  both,  their 
deportment,  indicated  their  respectability,  so  that,  as  my  grand- 
parents have  often  told  me,  the  lads  were  the  objects  of  notice 
in  their  native  town  ;  while  their  parents  were  regarded  as  the 
most  favoured  of  individuals.  Ashford  had  long  been  dis- 
tinguished by  its  endowed  Grammar  School,  and  there  they 
received  their  education.  This  school,  situated  in  the  church- 
yard, was  founded  in  1638  by  the  neighbouring  Baronet,  Sir 
Norton  KnatchbuU,  to  whom  frequent  reference  is  made  by 
Doddridge  in  the  notes  on  his  Paraphrase.     "UTien  I  last  visited 
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the  old  and  gloomy  building,  it  appeared  to  have  undergone  no 
change  ;  a  striking  contrast  to  all  that  had  been  associated  with 
it,  for  if  the  Caravansery  has  supplied  the  moralist  with  an  im- 
pressive theme,  to  me  those  walls  were  as  distinctly  vocal.  And 
then  that  open  space  in  front,  where,  escaped  from  restraint, 
and  with  bounding  spirits,  the  happy  group  would 

"  kneel  and  draw 


The  chalky  ring,  and  knuckle  dovra  at  taw  ; 
Would  pitch  the  ball  into  the  grounded  hat, 
Or  drive  it  devious  with  a  dexterous  pat." 

If,  while  musing  o'er  the  past,  to  have  dropped  a  tear  on  this 
spot  be  accounted  weakness,  I  desire  no  exemption  from  such 
frailty.  At  the  time  the  three  brothers  entered  the  school,  it 
was  under  the  mastership  of  a  clergyman,  a  superior  scholar,  but 
addicted  to  the  infliction  of  punishment,  which  neither  in  its 
mode  nor  severity  would  now  be  tolerated  ;  instead,  therefore, 
of  respect,  a  feeling  of  deep  disgust  towards  this  man  was 
retained  by  his  pupils  through  after-life. ^  Among  their  school- 
fellows was  the  late  Sir  Edward  KnatchbuU,  Eart.,  M.P.  for 
Kent,  and  several  who  became  leading  gentlemen  in  the  county, 
including  George  Gipps,  Esq.,  of  Howletts,-  happy  at  that  time 
to  receive  attentions  beneath  the  roof  of  our  grandfather,  whom 
he  always  addressed  as  "  Cousin." 

On  my  uncle  Eest  having  completed  his  education,  as  the 
eldest  son  he  was  retained  at  home,  to  be  trained  to  his  father's 
business  ;  but  his  future  course  was  entirely  changed  by  the 
circumstances  arising  out  of  the  dissolution  of  the  partnership 
of  Messrs.  Fenner  and  Flint,  as  already  narrated.  At  the  close 
of  1800 — then  in  his  twenty-sixth  year — he  left  Ashford  for 

^  '>Vith  the  loja  his  sobriquet  was  "  Butcher  S "  [Stodard]  ;  bj  this  name 

mv  father  geneiii'llv  alluded  to  him,  sometimes  in  burning  words. 
'2  See  Gipps  Familv,  p.  18. 
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Canterbury,  to  devote  hia  energies  to  the  brewory,  under  the  in- 
struction of  his  uncle,  Mr.  Eest  Fenner.  In  1804  he  was  the 
occupant  of  the  trade  residence  in  Stour  Street,  and  on  Tuesday, 
October  22,  in  the  foUo^ving  year,  he  married,  at  Upper  Deal 
Church,  Miss  JAls^E  ERADLY  SOLE,  of  Deal.i  By  the 
arrangement  our  grandfather  entered  into  with  his  children  in 
1807,  Mr.  Hest  Flint  became  a  partner  in  the  brewery,  the  term 
of  co-partnership  being  limited  to  fourteen  years.  !N"o  length- 
ened period  of  conjugal  happiness  had  transpired,  when  anxietiiis 
■were  awakened  as  to  the  health  of  Mrs.  FKnt — consumption  was 
feared ;  and,  after  becoming  the  mother  of  seven  children,  her 
physical  powers  gradually  failed,  till,  on  Monday,  September 
20,  1813,  she  peacefully  resigned  her  spirit  to  Bjm  who  had 
redeemed  it.  As  my  aunt  was  bom  June  22,  1782,  she  had 
only  attained  her  thirty-first  year.  Prepossessing,  amiable,  and 
truly  pious,  her  early  and  affecting  removal  was  deeply  lamented 
both  by  her  bereaved  husband  and  the  entire  family.  She 
died  united  in  membership  with  the  Independent  Churcli  in 
Guildhall  Street.2 

'■  ^  Tlie  wedrling'  dinuer  was  given  at  the  King's  Head  Hotel,  Margate,  wlioro 
a  large  family- party  assembled,  and  at  which  the  writer  distinctly  remcmb-jra 
being  present:  thereby  hangs  an  amusing  incident. 

-  Having  recorded  bcr  piety,  I  feel  assured  the  following  extract  from  a  letter 
— the  expression  of  sincere  and  unreserved  fi'iendship — addressed  to  my  mother, 
will  ever  be  read  with  interest  by  their  descendants.  It  is  dated,  "Canterbury, 
February  8,  1313. — Perhaps,  my  dear  sister,  you  think  I  am  under  some  pecu- 
liar trial,  or  in  a  very  gloomy  frame  to  write  thus.  My  mind  has  been  variously 
esorciiied  for  a  long  time  past  ;  a  fijw  weeks  since,  my  dear  and  only  girl  lay  for 
several  days,  to  all  (ippearanco,  at  the  point  nf  death:  lier  medical  attendant 
gave  me  no  hope.  She  was  ton  much  (.lit;  id.d  of  my  alFections,  but  I  was  enablfd 
U>  resign  Lor  into  His  hands,  who  do<-'S  all  thin(^s  well.  Nature  struggled  hard 
at  first,  but  when  I  rcflcclud  on  the  triuls  she  would  escape,  and  the  happiness 
she  would  be  enjoying,  I  thought  I  could  submit  cheerfully  to  the  stroke;  but 
the  Lord  has  seen  fit  to  spare  her,  contrnry  to  the  expeclalion  of  all  who  saw 
lier.  I  know  ivc  mnot  he  the  suhjects  of  a^icUon  while  in  this  vale  of  tears, 
and  ifc  is  our  mercy  it  is  the  case,  or  we  should  be  too  fond  of  (his  world,  and  too 
little  disposed  to  sevk  after  those  things  which  arc  eternal.  The  longer  1  live, 
the  more  am  I  convinced  of  the  uu=atisfiic!ory  nature  of  every  earthly  enjny- 
niont ;  and  yet  I  giill  cleave  to  the  dust,  and  uetd  every  stimulus  to  exertion  in 
the  Divine  Life.  Happy  tliey  who  are  enabled  lo  live  above  the  world,  thatnre 
ueither  pleased  with  its  smih-a  nor  depressed  by  its  frowns  ;  we  are  renewed  but 


■^/W=' 


S'  DUIMSTAa^l  S  EKE\^TERY  &  EESEDEICE.CAOTERBURY 


GEN.  VI.  1775-1803.  EEST  FLINT.  Ujf..  es 

Mr.  Flint  formed  a  second  matrimonial  counexion,  and  on 
Tuesday,  September  27,  1814,  was  married,  at  St.  Alphage 
Church,  Canterbury,  to  CATHAEINE,  daughter  of  SAMUEL 
TAYSUM,  Esq.,  of  that  city,  Woolstapler  :  but  this  union  was 
destined  to  be  yet  more  brief.  Within  four  years  the  same  fatal 
malady  appeared,  and,  mournful  to  record,  on  February  25, 
1818,  when  but  twenty -four  years  of  age,  the  youthful  wife  and 
mother  was  called  to  the  silent  tomb.  Of  this  marriage  there  is 
surviving  only  a  daughter.  Miss  Catharine  Flint  (born  April 
14-,  1817),  whose  dutiful  and  affectionate  attentions  to  her 
father  have  contributed  largely  to  cheer  the  evening  of  his  days. 
My  uncle,  thus  twice  bereaved  and  left  with  a  young  family, 
happUy  found  in  liis  sister-in-law.  Miss  Matilda  Sole*  (born 
Monday,  January  1,  1787),  the  relative  on  whom  he  could 
devolve  these  anxious  cares ;  while  in  her  devoted  regard  to 
their  happiness  and  welfare,  the  children  but  partially  expe- 
rienced the  loss  of  a  mother. 

On  the  termination  of  Uie  partnership,  Mr.  Flint  retired 
fi'om  the  concern,  and,  joined  by  Thomas  Kingsford,  Esq.,  of 
Barton  Mills,  took  the  brewery  in  St.  Dunstan's,  removing 
thither  on  March  1,  1821.-  His  assiduity  and  judgment  were 
attended  with  great  success,  and  he  lived  to  see  his  expectations 
fuUy ^realised.     Besides  this,  in  1835,  he  took  on  a  long  lease 

in  pavt,  our  sinful  nature  still  remnins,  and  if  I  may  apeak  from  my  own  expe- 
rience, too  often  prevails.  Tlie  Christian  life  is  indeed  a  wartare,  an  inward 
conflict,  but  we  are  assured  by  the  unerring  word  of  God  that  we  sbull  Hnally 
come  otr  victorious  over  all  our  enemies.  What  a  powerful  incentive  is  tbis  to 
persevere  ;  tbougb  we  may  be  often  east  down,  we  shall  not  be  finally  destroyed  ; 
a  little  while,  and  all  our  trials  and  affliction  will  be  over ;  then  we  shall  see  why 
we  were  thus  exercised,  and  the  necessity  there  was  for  it.  They  are  not  to  be 
envied  that  are  gliding  down  the  stream  of  time  in  case  and  prosperity  ;  it  is  our 
mercy  we  have  not  our  portion  here — '  there  remaiueth  a  rest  for  the  people  of 
God.'" 

1  Her  widowed  mother,  Mrs.  Sole  (whose  maiden  name  was  Miss  Matilda 
Weston),  a  venerated  Christian,  died  April  21,  183.'5,  aged  seventy-six.  She 
rests,  with  her  husb.ind,  in  the  buriul-ground  of  the  Independent  Ch.>pel,  Deal, 
each  having  been  in  membership  with  that  church,  and  himself  a  deai  on. 

^  See  Appendix  I. 
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Pedden  Farm,  in  the  parish  of  Staple,  near  Ash  ;  this  he  brought 
into  a  high  state  of  cultivation  ;  nor  was  it  an  unprofitable 
hobby.  With  a  comfortable  residence  on  the  estate,  he  would 
frequently  remain  there  a  night  or  two,  but  was  invariably 
driven  over  in  his  carriage  once  or  twice  a  week,  my  uncle,  in 
all  his  business  engagements,  being  a  thorouglily  practical  man — 
exercising  a  personal  and  able  superintendence.  As  an  affec- 
tionate and  indulgent  father,  it  was  his  feKcity  to  be  surrounded 
by  his  children  and  grandchildren— -whUe,  blessed  with  the  full 
exercise  of  his  faculties,  a  most  robust  state  of  health,  and  the 
possession  of  every  desired  good,  few  have  been  more  exempted 
from  the  trials  and  infirmities  of  old  age. 

The  first  indications  of  fading  strength  were  discoverable  in 
the  spring  of  1860  ;  the  faiTQ  then  became  a  source  of  weariness 
instead  of  pleasure ;  he  resolved  to  part  with  it,  and  on  August 
4th  surrendered  the  lease,  after  having  held  the  estate  twenty- 
six  years.  Gradually  now  were  other  engagements  relinquished, 
till  the  life-long  habits  of  activity  gave  place  to  those  of 
quietude ;  still,  the  mental  powers  were  clear,  and  the  memory 
faithful,  hearing  being  the  sense  which  first  yielded  to  decay. 
In  November,  1862,  he  suffered  from  an  attack  which  threatened 
speedily  to  prove  fatal,  but  from  it  he  surprisingly  rallied, 
resumed  his  early  rising,  taking  even  his  breakfast  with  the 
famQy  ;  nor  was  he  at  last  confined  to  Ids  bed  more  than  five  days. 
On  the  evening  of  Saturday,  March  21,  1863,  at  a  little  after 
eleven  o'clock,  when  in  a  state  of  slumber,  he  gently  breathed 
his  last.  Early  on  Sabbath  morning  the  solemn  knell  from  the 
cathedral  tower  told  that  the  venerable  citizen  had  passed  away, 
leaving  none  around  him  whose  memory  could  extend  farther 
into  the  past.  The  following  Friday  the  remains  were  interred 
in  his  family  vault,  in  St.  Mildred's  churchyard,  which  had  not 
been  opened  for  thirty-seven  years. 
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I\Iy  uncle — the  last  of  his  generation — having  completed  his 
eighty-eighth  year,  attained  a  greater  age  than  that  recorded  of 
any  member  of  the  Flint  family.^  Had  his  life  been  prolonged 
one  hour,  he  ■woidd  have  expired  on  the  same  day  of  the  year 
as  did  his  venerated  father.  In  person  Mr.  Flint  was  of  medium 
stature,  manly  form,  and,  like  his  father,  singularly  florid  in 
complexion,  -with  a  slight  tendency  to  corpulency.  An  admi- 
rable photograph  taken  by  Dr.  Shepherd  will  faithfully  preserve 
his  features,  as  remembered  in  the  decline  of  life.  Till  after  his 
fiftieth  year  my  uncle  was  a  regidar  attendant  at  Guildhall 
Street  Chapel,  its  minister,  the  Eev.  Stephen  Gurteen,  having 
been  his  most  intimate  and  confidential  friend,  subsequently 
to  whose  decease  he  worshipped  at  his  parish  church. 

Mr.  Flint  had  issue  by  his  first  wife  four  sous  and  three 
daughters,  namely — Eest,  Thomas,  Jane  Bradly,  Frederick, 
Mary,  Matilda  Jane,  and  Abraham. 

I.  ^eSt,  born  July  26,  1806.  An  intelligent  boy;  died  of 
decline,  after  a  lingering  illness,  June  1-1,  181S,  aged  twelve 
years,  and  was  interred  in  the  vault  with  hia  mother,  in 
St.  Mildred's  churchyard. 

11.  kl  llOlTtUS,  born  October  14,  1807.  In  consequence  of  a 
severe  cold,  taken  in  his  sixteenth  year,  he  was  attaclied 
with  illness,  which  resulted  in  a  lingering  consumption. 
He  died  Sunday,  April  23,  1826,  aged  eighteen  and  a  half 
years — au  affectionate  and  amiable  youth." 

III.    Jillti:  $3rai)lU,  bom  January  16,  1809,  died  March  12, 


^  His  ao-e,  with  those  of  liis  parents  and  elder  sister,  amounted  to  three  bun- 
died  and  thirtj?-two  years,  averaging  elghty-tbree  years  to  each  of  the  fuurhves. 
I  have  elsewhere  noticed  tlie  longevity  of  our  family. 

"  A  few  raoDtha  before  his  deceas*?  he  experienced  a  remarkable  and  dreadful 
fright.  While  passing  through  Westgnte,  a  prisoner,  determined  on  sell- 
destruction,  sprang  from  the  summit  of  the  Tower,  and  fell  dead  un  the  pave- 
ment at  the  feet  of  Thomas,  who  was  actually  touched  by  the  clothes  of  the 
falling  man  ! 

5—2 
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IV.  JiVCl) crick,  bom  Thursday,  January  4,  1810,  in  Stour 
Street,  was  eleven  years  of  age  when  his  father  removed 
to  St.  Dunstan's.  His  education  commenced  at  Thanet 
House  Academy,  Margate,  was  completed  at  Mill  Hill 
Grammar  School,  and  in  18'26  he  returned  home  to  devote 
his  attention  to  the  brewery  business.  On  Saturday,  April 
28,  1838,  at  Upper  Deal  Church,  he  married  Miss  MARY 
AJ^N  WHITE  (born  Saturday,  March  27,  1813),  daughter 
of  William  White,  Esq.,  of  Deal — a  gentleman  whose 
urbanity,  benevolence,  and  earnest  piety  rendered  him  the 
object  of  general  esteem.'  Mr.  F.  Flint's  residence  at  this 
'  He  died  April  11,  1841,  nged  eighly-four,  and  was  interred  in  a  vault  in  the 
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time  was  on  the  north  side  of  the  London  Road,  being  the 
fourth  house  from  its  branching  oflf  to  Whitatable  ;  but  in 
the  spring  of  1343  he  removed  to  No.  1,  Victoria  Place, 
which  he  had  purchased,  with  land  adjoining,  and  at  a 
considerable  outlay  rendered  a  most  commodious  and 
eligible  aljode. '  During  some  years  my  cousui  held  the 
office  of  deacon  in  the  Independent  Church,  Guililhall 
Street,  the  beloved  sanctuary  of  his  ancestors  for  several 
generations. 

Before  recording  the  names  of  his  interesting  family,  I 
cannot  refrain  from  expressing,  with  warm  emotion,  the 
desire  that  they  may  emulate  the  virtues  of  their  excellent 
parents,  and  by  all  that  is  ennobling  in  character  as  well 
as  by  social  position,  add  honour  to  the  name  they  bear. 
And  yet  further  would  I  hope  that  the  sincere  friendship 
which  has  existed  between  their  father  and  myself,  may 
not  expire  with  us,  but  survive  in  those  who  will  respec- 
tively succeed  us  on  life's  stage.  [It  gives  me  great 
pleasure  to  add  that  my  esteemed  relative  has  just  been 
appointed  a  magistrate  for  the  county,  April,  1S73.] 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  Flint  have  issue  ten  sons  and  two 
daughters,  namely — 

I.  REST  WILLIAM,  bom  Friday,  July  12, 
1839  ;  articled  to  Edward  Knocker,  Esq.,  solicitor, 
Dover.  Having  taken  the  practice  of  the  late 
Mr.  Charles  James  Fox,  of  Canterbury,  he  com- 
menced business  on  January  28,  IStiS,  but  shortly 
after  joined  Messrs.  Sankey,  under  the  firm  of 
Sankey,  Son,  and  Flint,  solicitors,  and  on  April 
13,  1864,  was  chosen  to  the  important  office  of 
Town  Clerk  of  the  ancient  city.  "  On  Friday, 
August  3,  1866,  at  River  Church,  Dover,  by  the 
Vicar,  the  Rev.  E.  G.  Boys,  M.A.,  uncle  of  the 
bride,  he  was  married  to  BESSIE,  eldest  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  STEPHEN  BRADLY,  Com- 
mander, R.N.,  and  a  grand-niece  of  the  late  Rear- 


burial-ground  of  tlie  InJependent  Chapel,  of  which  he  bad  long  been  a  munifi- 
cent supporter— holding  the  deacon's  otfice.  Mrs.  White,  who  was  united  to 
Ibe  same  church,  survived  her  lamented  husband  onlj  a  few  mouths,  and  died 
November  18,  1841.  ,       ,  .       ,    . 

'  Though  also  on  the  Loudon  E-jud,   it  was   not  immediately  opposite,  being 
rather  more  to  tho  west. 
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Admiral  Sir  George  Sayer,  C.B."  [Alas,  "that 
this  union  has  been  so  soon  interrupted  by  death. 
A  few  months  before  her  last  confinement,  Mrs. 
F^est  Flint's  health  declined,  and  on  September 
16,  1871,  she  died  of  rapid  consumption,  aged 
twenty-seven.  Issue— I.  FfiEDEEICK  SAYEIl, 
born  January  4,  18(58.  II.  ABTHTTK  REST,  born 
Februaxy  25,  1869.  III.  CHAELES  STEPHEN, 
born  June  24,  1871.] 

II.  WILLIAM  WHITE,  bom  Thursday,  October 
15,  1840.  On  April  22,  1869,  he  was  married  at 
Saint  John's  Church,  Redhill,  Hants,  by  the  Kev. 
Joseph  Barton,  brother-in-law  of  the  bride,  to 
MARIOiN  TOMKINS,  daughter  of  the  late  J. 
SULLIVAN,  Esq.,  M.D.,  of  CharleviUe  House, 
county  Cork,  and  stepdaughter  of  the  Rev.  J. 
Maddy,  Rector  of  Penhow,  Monmouthshire. 
[Mr.  W.  Flint,  who  is  engaged  in  the  brewery, 
has  soon  been  called  to  realise  the  same  heavy 
bereavement  as  his  brother.  After  a  lingering 
illness  from  decline,  his  beloved  wife  died,  January 
25,  187.3,  aged  twenty-nine.  Issue— SUSIE  MAIIT, 
born  March  28,  1870]. 

III.  FREDERICK,  bom  Wednesday,  January  26, 
1842.  In  1859  he  matriculated  in  the  _^7's<-class 
at  the  London  University,  and  then  entered 
King's  College  as  a  medical  student,  competing 
successfully  for  a  Wameford  scholarship.  [He 
commenced  practice  at  Norwich,  in  October, 
1S69.] 

IV.  THOMAS  JAMES  WHITE,  born  Satur- 
day, September  9,  1843,  at  No.  1,  Victoria  Place, 
the  birthplace  of  each  of  the  childi-en,  tlie  three 
elder  excepted.  In  February,  1861,  he  matricu- 
lated at  the  London  University.  [Mr.  Flint  also 
assists  in  the  brewery.  On  December  6,  1870,  he 
was  married,  at  St.  Paul's  Church,  Canterbury, 
by  the  Rev.  T.  Hirst,  M.A.,  to  ELIZABETH 
EDWARDS,  third  daughter  of  WILLIAM 
BROCK,   Esq.,   of  St.  George's  Fields.     Issue— 
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I.  GESTETIDE  WAHY,    bom    January  2,   187'2. 

II.  JAMES,  born  April  29,  1873.] 

V.    ELIZABETH  JANE,  born  Thursday,  March 
6,  184.5.     [Ijn  ilarch  4,  1873,  she  was  married,  at 
St.   Dunstan's  Church,   Canterbury,   by  the  Rer. 
E.  Gilder,  vicar,   to  WILLIAM   LORIMER,  son 
of    the    late   JAMES    FISON,    Esq.,    of    Stow- 
market.  ] 
VI.    MARY    ANN,    bom    Thursday,    January   21, 
1847. 
VII.    EDWARD,    born   Friday,    February   25,    1848. 
January,    1867,   he   matriculated  at  the   London 
University. 
VIII.    HERBERT,  born  Thursday,  October  4,  1849. 
IX.    CHARLES  ALBERT,  bom  Saturday,  Feb- 
ruary, 22,  18.51. 
X.    HORACE,  born  Sunday,  November  28,  1852. 
XI.    GEORGE     SHEPHERD,     bom     Monday, 

August  27,  1855. 
XII.  BENJAMIN  HENRY,  bom  Wednesday, 
May  9,  1800.  The  naming  the  little  stranger 
after  myself  (unitedly  with  Mr.  Christian),  is  a 
lasting  expression  of  esteem  on  the  part  of  the 
parents,  which  I  feeUngly  acknowledge. 

\  .    JiXitXX),  born  February  19,    1811,   died  August  29,   fol- 
lowing. 

VI.  Jl:lutilia  Jane,  bom  Thursday,  April  9,  1812.  On 
Wednesday,  July  31,  1844,  at  St.  Dunstan's  Church,  she 
was  married  to  GEORGE  SHEPHERD,  Esq.,  of  Chariton, 
Dover  (born  April  29,  1819),  son  of  Henry  Shepherd, 
Esq.,  of  Faversham.'  Happily  exempted  from  the  engage- 
ments of  commercial  life,  Mr.  Shepherd  has  devoted  his 
attention  to  several  branches  of  art,  and  to  the  yet  higher 
pursuits  of  Christian  benevolence.  In  possessing  his 
friendship,  I  have  regarded  myself  as  privileged,  and  in 
his   endeared   society   I   have   passed   many  of  my  most 

^  A  most  liberal  friend  to  the  poor,  his  removal  was  widely  felt  and  lamented. 
He  died  July  14,  1862,  in  his  eiglilv-second  vear.  Jlr.  Shepherd  was  a  sebool- 
teiluw  Willi  mj  father  and  uncles.  Mrs.  Shepherd  survived  him^  and  died  Oc- 
luber,  1803. 
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felicitous  hours.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shepherd  have  issue  a  sou 

and  daughter.  ' 

I.  GEORGE  HENRY,  bom  at  Charlton,  Satur- 
day, August  30,  1845. 
II.  MARIAJANE  born  at  Charlton,  Wednesday, 
June  23,  1»47.  [On  October  31,  1871,  she  was 
married,  at  St.  Peter's  Church,  Bristol,  by  the 
Rev.  Aaron  Rogers,  father  of  the  bridegroom,  to 
the  Rev.  JOHN  HENRY  ROGERS,  formerly 
curate  of  the  above  parish.] 

VII.  .3Vbraham,  bom  June  20,  ISlS,  rejoined  his  sainted 
mother  on  the  5th  of  November,  having  survived  her  but 
seven  weeks.  His  death  resulted  from  being  overlaid  by 
the  nurse. 

^  Mr.  Shepherd  resided  successively  at  Charlton,  at  6,  Claremont  Place,  Castle 
Hill,  at  6.  Effingham  Crescent,  and  removed  from  Dover  in  September,  1858. 
[After  studyini^  medicine,  be  took  his  M.  D.,  and  commenced  practice  at  Clifton, 
Bristol,  Ln  18C0,  residing  at  Tyndail's  Pai-k.] 
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III.    ABRAHAM    FLINT 

1776—1848. 


-^-<30C^^- 


uUtlUilTU  (^Intt,  the  second  son,  was  bom 
on  Saturday,  April  20,  1776,  and  participated 
equally  with  his  brothers  in  the  hilarity  of 
boyhood.  His  education  completed,  he  was 
placed,  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  with  Mr.  Creed, 
Linencbaper  and  Manufacturer,  whose  premises  were  at  the  east 
corner  of  North  Street,'  the  shop  being  in  the  High  Street,  and 
almost  opposite  to  the  Family  House.  He  was  a  most  respect- 
able and  enterprising  man,  who  went  to  Ireland  to  inspect  the 
linen  manufacture,  and  secure  a  manager,  that  he  might  establish 
it  on  a  somewhat  large  scale  at  Ashford,  but  after  a  few  years  the 
undertaking  was  relinquished.  My  uncle  found  the  situation  to 
be  very  laborious,  .and  the  regulations  rigid.  In  his  nineteenth 
year  his  health  began  to  fad  under  them  :  symptoms  suspected 
to  be  of  a  consumptive  tendency  appeared  ;  he  was  taken  to  Dr. 
Diamond,  of  Staplehurst,  for  advice,^  and  terms  made  with  ]VIr. 
Creed  to  cancel  the  indentures.  It  was  prior  to  this  an  event 
transpired  which  exerted  its  influence  over  his  entire  after-life. 

1  In  1862  the  entrance  to  North  Street  was  wideni'il  frooi  nineteen  to  thirty 
feet,  bv  taking  down  the  opposite  corner  of  the  "Saracen's  Head"  Hotel. 
Viscount  Maidstone  laid  the  memorial  stone. 

'  His  fume  in  the  treatment  of  consumptive  cases  brought  numbers  of  invalids 
to  Staplehurst.  By  a  medical  gentleman  into  whose  family  the  Doctor's  books 
and  papers  passed,  I  have  been  informed  that  his  recipes  consisted  principally  of 
simple  sedatives,  and  that  to  congenial  air,  and  judicious  directions  as  to  diet, 
&c.,  might  be  ascribed  much  of  the  benefit  derived  by  his  patients. 
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The  Rev.  W.  Kingsbury,  of  Southampton,  the  tutor  and  pastor 
of  my  father,  being  on  a  visit  to  my  grandfather,  preached  in 
Ashford,  and  to  a  sermon  he  delivered  my  uncle  ascribed  hia 
lasting  religious  impressions.  On  a  profession  of  faith,  he  was 
baptized  April  26,  1795,  and  joined  the  same  church  in  his 
native  town  to  which  his  great-grandfather  and  namesake  had 
been  united  ninety-six  years  previously.  His  health  being 
restored,  his  father  granted  him  the  use  of  his  grazing-laud  iu 
Piomney  Marsh,  which  he  retained  tdl  1802,^  when,  as  already 
stated,  the  change  in  the  brewery  rendered  it  desirable  our 
ancestor  should  concentrate  his  resources  ;  the  land  was  accord- 
ingly sold,  my  uncle  being  allowed  an  equivalent  income,  which 
arrangement  ceased  in  1807,  on  his  becoming  an  equal  partner 
in  that  concern. 

Visiting  Horsley  in  June,  1799,  to  attend  my  parents'  wed- 
ding, Mr.  Flint  was  introduced  to  IVIiss  HAX^STAH  HESKINS, 
a  young  lady  connected  with  the  church  at  Shortwood,  and  a 
sister  of  Mr.  Heskins,  whose  memoir  is  given  at  the  close  of  the 
Francis  FamUy  (see  Appendix  F).  On  Wednesday,  March  26, 
1800,  they  were  married,  at  Horsley  Church,^  my  uncle  having 
prepared  as  their  residence  the  house  long  occupied  by  his 
ancestor,  Mr.  Marsh,  in  North  Street.  j\Irs.  Abraham  Fhnt 
found  little  congeniality  in  the  society  to  which  she  was  intro- 
duced, and  still  less  of  that  fervent,  active,  self-denying  piety 
which  pervaded  the  district  she  had  left.  Unexpectedly  freed 
from  the  engagements  of  business,  Mr.  Flint  felt  that  he  was  no 

1  I  have  heard  him  remark,  "  that  if  ever  bo  had  experienced  heartfelt  com- 
manion  with  (jud,  it  had  been  in  a  lone  cowshed  which  stood  on  his  land,  and  in 
which  he  had  often  sought  shelter."  Some  je.irs  before  his  decease  he  visited 
the  spot,  near  Brenzet  Corner,  so  consecrated  and  endeared  hy  earlj  recol- 
lections. 

*  Miss  Ferebee,  who  was  bridesmaid  to  my  mother,  acted  in  the  same  capacity 
to  the  newlj-married  pair,  and  accompanied  them  to  Ashford.  Her  devoted 
attachment  to  oar  family  ceased  only  with  her  life.  Siie  died  September  2, 
lao3,  aged  seventy -eight.— &'e  Bajitist  Majazine,  Vol.  I.,  p.  105. 
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longer  tied  to  Ashford.  The  influence  of  his  wife  may  be 
imagined.  To  my  father  he  was  bound  by  the  warmest  fraterual 
affection,  and  a  perfect  unison  of  principle  and  feeling ;  like 
him,  he  was  desirous  of  devoting  his  life  to  a  holy  purpose,  and 
in  his  neighbourhood  he  had  seen  religion  in  a  new  aspect  ; 
thase,  with  one  other  consideration,  decided  his  removal  to 
Hursley,  towards  the  close  of  1801.  Scarcely  had  he  felt  him- 
self at  home  at  Barton  End,  and  pictured  future  scenes  of  hap- 
piness, when  "  the  SpoUer  came."  Mrs.  Flint's  health  had 
occasioned  no  anxiety,  but  in  her  first  accouchement  she  found 
the  grave  of  her  youth  and  connubial  bhss.'  She  died  in  peace 
July  14,  1802,  aged  twenty-three  years. 

On  Saturday,  July  23,  1803,  Mr.  Flint  formed  a  second 
matrimonial  connexion  with  MAEY,  daughter  of  THOJLIS 
SHUIiMUE,  of  Frogmarsh,  gent.,  by  Martha,  his  wife.  Miss 
iShurmur  was  then  in  her  twenty-second  year,  attractive  and 
lovely,  her  charms  being  heightened  by  great  refinement  and 
sincere  piety,  of  which  also  her  mother  was  a  partaker,  but  the 
father,  by  extravagance,  had  sadly  reduced  a  handsome  fortune 
which  as  a  son  he  had  inherited.  My  uncle's  felicity  again 
seemed  to  be  complete,  and  repeatedly  have  I  heard  him  aUude 
to  these  as  the  halcyon  days  of  his  Ufe."  His  leisure  was  well 
employed.^     He  commenced  preaching  in  village  stations  ;  his 

^  Sbe  was  well  and  cheerful  till  Saturday  afternoon,  when  the  servant  abruptly 
inloimeJ  bur  tbat  a  uoigUbuur  in  wiiose  welfare  sbe  waa  interested  bad  becuiue 
tbe  mutlier  of  a  still-born  ehild.  The  shock  was  such  tliut  it  proved  fatal  both 
to  herself  and  child  on  tbe  following  Wednesday.  Should  this  ever  meet  au 
anxious  eye,  it  may  be  cheered  by  tbe  fact  that  in  our  entire  history  a  similar 
death  is  not  recorded. 

-  He  bad  removed  from  Barton  End,  to  Tbe  Mount,  at  Incbbrook,  on  the 
other  side  of  Naiisworth.  It  was  here  tbat  JJrs.  Kliut,  during  my  uncle's 
annual  visit  to  Canterbury,  bad,  in  kindness  to  my  mother,  invited  invselt  and 
my  eldest  sister  lo  pass  tbe  month  with  her.  Distinctly  do  I  recollect  tlie  regu- 
larity witu  which  this  eicullent  woman  took  us  to  her  chamber,  and  at  the  bed- 
side prayed  with  us  in  tbe  most  simple,  affectionate,  and  impressive  manner. 

^  It  was  his  peculiar  honour  to  be  present  at  the  Ibrmatiou  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society.  Happening  to  visit  tbe  Kev.  Joseph  Huybes,  he  inti- 
mated tbat  he  was  just  then  proceeding  to  a  mectinjj.  with  the  object  of  which 
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Sabbaths  were  generally  occupied,  often  in  supplying  the  pulpits 
of  neighbouring  ministers,  both  Baptist  and  Independent,  and 
during  the  following  fifteen  years  he  aided  in  the  formation  of 
several  churches.  "  la  addition  to  these  engagements,  he  was 
frequent  in  his  visitations  to  the  sick,  at  whose  bed-side  he  was 
always  welcome — indeed,  for  this  department  of  duty  he  was 
peculiarly  qualified,  and  many  of  the  children  of  sorrow  had 
occasion  to  bless  God  for  the  counsel  and  consolation  sent  them 
by  his  servant."^  The  removal  of  my  father  from  Horsley  to 
Uley,  in  1806,  deprived  my  uncle  of  his  society,  and  was  fol- 
lowed by  his  making  the  town  of  Frome,  about  thirty  miles 
distant,  his  residence,  a  leading  inducement  being  the  ministry 
and  friendship  of  the  Eev.  Samuel  Saunders,  ahke  esteemed  by 
the  two  brothers.  He  had,  however,  scarcely  become  settled 
there,  when  the  dehcate  state  of  Mrs.  Flint's  health  excited 
fears  ; 

"That  dire  disease,  whose  ruthless  power 
Withers  the  fair  but  transient  flower," 

was  the  worm  at  the  root  of  his  joys.  Consumption  became 
confirmed,  nor  could  medical  skdl  arrest  its  progress."  My 
mother,  with  whom  Mrs.  Flint  was  a  kindred  spirit,  left  her 
own  family  for  a  long  interval,  and  incurred  a  subsequent  illness 
that  she  might  soothe  the  last  days  of  her  beloved  sister-in-law. 
She  serenely  bade  adieu  to  mortal  scenes,  Friday,  Jidy  14,  1809, 
aged  twenty-eight  years,  leaving  two  children,  Thomas  and 
Hannah,  the  eldest  too  young  to  retain  the  remembrance  of  but 


he  thought  my  uncle  would  be  interested,  and  invited  him,  as  his  friend,  to  ac- 
company him — a  proposal  readilj  aaaented  to.  Tlie  handful  of  seed  was  then 
sown,  which  is  destined  to  fill  the  whole  earth.  I  may  add  that  from  that 
period  my  uncle  continued  an  annual  subscriber  to  the  Society. 

i   ilcmoir,  Baptist  Mcigacine,  Voi.  XL.,  p.  29i: 

^  A  sister  of  Mrs.  Fhnt's  died  also  of  consumption,  after  a  brief  union  with 
Sir.  William  Clissold,  a  deacon  of  Shortwood ;  they  shared  largely  in  the  esteem 
of  my  uncle  and  father. 
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one  cii'cumstance  in  coniiectiou  with  his  mother,  and  that,  his 
viewing  from  the  nursery  window  the  an'ival  of  the  hearse 
which  was  to  convey  her  remains  back  to  Horsley. 

In  the  choice  of  his  third  wife,  Mr.  Flint  connected  himself 
with  one  of  the  most  respectable  and  influential  families  among 
the  Dissenters  in  Bristol.  The  father  of  Miss  ELIZABETH 
BAKEE,  Jolm  Baker,  Esq.,  resided  in  St.  James's  Square,  and 
was  an  Irish  Linen  Merchant,  of  the  firm  of  Baker  and  Eyland. 
His  station,  capability,  and,  more  than  all,  his  sterling  piety, 
peculiarly  qualified  him  for  the  office  he  filled  as  leading  Steward 
at  the  Tabernacle  (Whitfield  Connexion),  where  he  was  de- 
servedly esteemed.  1  He  died  a  few  years  previously  to  his 
daughter's  union  with  my  uncle.  That  he  was  a  man  of  prayer 
may  be  inferred  from  the  text  taken  for  his  funeral  sermon, 
"  The  prayers  of  David,  the  son  of  Jesse,  are  ended."  Mrs. 
Baker,  formerly  Miss  M.  Bright,  was  a  lady  of  high  respecta- 
abdity.  Having  survived  her  husband  many  years,  she  died 
,  at  her  residence  in  Brunswick  Square,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  .     Eminent  in  piety,  dignified 

in  deportment,  and  most  estimable  in  character,  she  possessed  a 
very  extensive  circle  of  Christian  friends,  more  especially  minis- 
ters, to  whom  her  house  was  always  open.  "With  her  husband, 
she  was  a  member  of  the  Tabernacle.  They  had  issue  five  sons 
and  five  daughtei-s,  most  of  whom  were  the  victims  of  pulmonary 
consumption. - 

Abraham  Flint  and  Elizabeth  Baker  were  married  on 
Monday,  June  11,  1810,  at  St.  Werburgh's  Church,  Bristol. 
Again  was  he  blessed  with  a  full  portion  of  domestic  happiness, 

1  Some  members  of  the  family  were  connected  with  the  Established  Church. 
His  brother,  the  Eev.  Slade  Baker,  was  twenty  years  rector  of  Buscot,  near 
Lechlade. 

2  The  last  survivor,  Robert  Baker.  Esq.,  a  Deputy-Lieutenant,  and  J.P.  for 
Somerset,  whose  seat  was  West  Hay,  near  Wrington,  died  December  18,  IStlO, 
aged  seventy-seven.     My  brother  and  sister  repeatedly  visited  him. 
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which,  alas,  was  to  prove  as  short-lived  as  hefore.  ]\'Irs.  Flint's 
health  had  never  been  robust ;  she  became  the  mother  of  tliree 
daughters,  and  sank  into  a  rapid  decline,  which  proved  fatal 
hefore  the  fourth  year  of  her  conjugal  life  was  completed.  She 
died  at  Frome,  Friday,  April  29,  1814,  aged  thirty-seven  years. 
Mrs.  Flint  possessed  a  superior  and  well-informed  mind  :  in  the 
discharge  of  every  personal  and  relative  duty,  she  was  strictly 
conscientious,  and  governed  by  religious  principle.  Previously 
to  her  acquaintance  with  my  uncle,  her  views  on  the  subject  of 
baptism  had  undergone  a  change,  and  in  their  observance  she 
had  to  take  up  a  cross — she  retired  from  a  Christian  society  by 
whom  she  had  been  beloved  as  one  of  its  most  active  members 
— friendships  were  severed — her  home  became  less  comfortable, 
and  in  her  pecuniary  interests  she  also  suffered.^  MAEY 
SHUEMUR,  ELIZA,  and  LYDLA.  3KKE,  were  the  issue  of 
Mr.  Flint's  third  marriage. 

My  uncle  having  sustained  a  double  bereavement  in  Frome, 
became  desirous  to  leave  the  scene  of  sorrow,  and  returned  to 
Nailsworth,  where  he  found  a  delightful  residence  in  Watledge 
House.^  He  had  entered  into  important  arrangements  on  his 
last  marriage,  but  now  decided  on  the  solemn  and  momentous 
step  of  forming  a  fourth  matrimonial  connexion.  On  Thursday, 
November  21,  1816,  he  was  married,  at  Horsley  Church,  to 
Miss  SAEAH  WYATT,  then  residing  with  her  brother,  the 
leading  surgeon  in  that  district,  sister  also  of  Henry  "VVyatt, 

'  Hor  uncle,  Lowbridge  Bright,  Esq.,  bachelor,  a  West  Indian  merchant,  be- 
queathed to  three  of  her  brothers  twenty  thousand  pounds  each,  to  two  of  her 
sisters  ten  thousand  each,  and  to  herself  but  half  that  sum. 

2  On  turning  to  the  riew  of  Nailsworth,  it  will  be  seen  in  the  middle  of  the 
foreground,  but  showing  only  one  windiiw,  the  buck  being  toward  the  spectator. 
To  the  extreme  lelt  are  my  brother's  factories  ;  his  house  is  concealed  by  trees. 
Near  the  centre  rises  the  Chapel  of  Ease,  and  the  large  house  next  it,  on  the 
left,  was  Mr.  Gilkes's  academy.  I  may  here  observe  that  on  June  3,  1816,  ilr. 
Flint  (with  Mr.  Francis),  was  chosen  a  deacon  of  the  church  at  Shortwood  : 
thus  I  had  three  uncles  hohiing  the  diaconal  olEce  there  at  the  same  time.  Mr, 
Clissold,  the  brother-in-law  of  Mr.  Flint,  was  also  elected  on  that  occasion. 
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Esq.,  late  of  Farm  Kill  House,  near  Stroud,  a  magistrate  for  the 
county  of  Gloucester,  and  a  Kberal  supporter  of  the  Independent 
Chapel  in  that  town,  with  which  cause  his  family  had  long  been 
connected.  With  the  probability  that  on  the  expiration  of  the 
brewery  co-partnership  Mr.  Flint  would  become  an  acting 
partner  in  the  concern,  he  removed  to  Canterbury,  at  Michael- 
mas, 1819,  residing  at  Longport,  in  that  city,  till  March  1,  1821, 
when  he  became  the  occupant  of  the  trade-residence  for  the 
remainder  of  his  days.  He  was  now  in  his  forty-fifth  year,  and 
I  in  my  twenty-first,  when,  equally  unacquainted  with  the 
trade,  we  commenced  our  lasting  business  connection ;  but  my 
position  involved  a  difficulty — my  uncle,  besides  claiming  the 
deference  and  respect  to  which  character  and  years  entitled  him, 
expected  the  like  to  be  rendered  in  his  n^w  capacity,  irrespective 
of  capability,  and  it  must  be  evident  that  a  life  of  freedom  from 
commercial  duties  could  not  have  conduced  to  the  formation  ot 
business  habits.  However,  we  co-operated  harmoniously  :  in 
two  years  I  became  a  partner,  and  possessed  an  equal  share  of 
influence. 

Few  cities  in  the  kingdom  more  needed  the  measure  of  Cor- 
porate Keform  than  did  Canterbury,  where  corruption  prevailed 
in  its  grossest  form.  On  the  Act  coming  into  operation  in  1835, 
Mr.  Flint  was  elected  an  Alderman,  which  office  he  held  till  his 
decease,  and  on  two  occasions  the  occupancy  of  the  civic  chair 
was  pressed  on  him,  but  discreetly  decHned.  In  the  active  part 
he  took  in  municipal  and  political  aff'airs,  his  habitual  circum- 
spection preserved  him  unharmed  amidst  snares  which  have  too 
often  proved  injurious  to  a  Christian  profession.  A  consistent 
Nonconformist,  it  was  impossible  that  he  should  not  be  a  cham- 
pion of  civil  and  religious  liberty — he  loved  his  country,  and 
"  having  witnessed  the  result  of  memorable  changes  in  its  insti- 
tutions, his  matured  opinion  remained  unshaken  in  its  adherence 
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to  liberal  principles,"'  although  with  the  extremes  of  Eadioalism, 
I  am  happy  to  affirm,  he  cherished  no  sympathy.  In  a  capacity 
yet  more  honourable  than  that  of  the  Christian  citizen,  record 
must  be  made  of  my  uncle.  It  had  long  been  a  source  of  regret 
to  him  that  the  denomination  with  which  he  was  united  re- 
mained unrepresented  in  Canterbury.^  Joined  by  his  brother- 
in-law  and  a  few  other  friends,  they  originated  the  cause  in 
Iving  Street;  the  chapel  was  opened  Thursday,  May  22,  1823, 
and,  soon  after,  a  church  formed,  in  which  he  sustained  the 
office  of  deacon  till  the  close  of  life.^  Amidst  discouragements, 
and  severe  trial  from  a  source  that  induces  silence,  it  was  his 
happiness  to  see  much  good  effected  ;  and  during  the  ten  closing 
years  of  his  career,  uninterrupted  peace  prevaihng.  As  the 
principal  founder  of  that  Christian  society,  Mr.  Fhnt  would  not 
have  hved  in  vain  had  his  labours  in  the  service  of  Clirist  been 


'  Memoir,  Baptist  Magazine. 

-  Some  of  m J  readers  will  be  interested  to  learn  that  at  an  earl j  period  a  Bap- 
tist Cliurch  iiourisbed  in  this  city,  thougli  at  times  '*  the  raerabors  were  so 
grievously  persecuted,  tbat  they  were  obliged  to  meet  for  worship  in  the  recesses 
of  the  neighbouring  woods."  Crosby  records  that,  abf.ut  1660,  in  the  Eev. 
George  Hsmmon  they  had  an  eminent  and  remarkable  man  as  pastor.  Once, 
while  walking  to  preach  at  a  distant  place,  and  obliged  to  take  shelter  from  the 
rain,  he  was  accosted  by  one  who  stated  that  he  was  going  to  give  information 
against  some  persons  who  would  asscinble  that  night  for  unlawful  worship. 
Finding  their  destination  to  be  actually  the  same,  ilr.  Hammon  replied,  "  I  am 
a  man-taker,  also." — "Then  we  will  go  together,"  responded  the  stranger. 
Arrived  at  the  house  where  the  people  had  met,  after  sitting  some  time,  Mr. 
Hammon  remarked  to  .the  informer,  "  Here  are  the  people,  but  where  is  the 
minister?  Unless  there  is  a  minister,  we  cannot  make  a  conventicle  of  it,  and 
therefore  I  propose  that  either  you  or  I  should  preach."  His  new  companion 
declining,  Mr.  Hammon  said,  "Then  I  must,"  which  he  did  with  such  energy 
and  power,  and  so  greatly  to  the  surprise  of  the  informer,  that  he  at  once  aban- 
doned his  unrighteous  employ,  and  became  an  altered  character. — See  Ivimey, 
Vol.  II.,  p.  221. 

^  This  chapel  was  erected  by  the  Wesleyan  Methodists  in  176'1,  with  materials 
purchased  on  the  removal  of  St.  Andrew's  Church  from  the  centre  of  the  High 
Street,  and  on  Monday,  August  20,  was  opened  by  the  Venerable  .John  Weslev, 
who  preached  from  those  words,  "One  thing  is  needful."  In  1811,  the  Wes- 
ievans  having  removed  to  their  new  and  much  more  capacious  building,  the 
chapel  for  some  years  was  devoted  to  secular  purposes.  It  was  abandoned  by 
the  Baptist  Church  in  1864,  and  on  Thursday,  March  17,  the  newly-erected 
chapel  in  St.  George's  Place  was  opened  by  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  Baptist  W. 
Noel,  and  the  Rev.  James  Spurgeon,  who  preached  on  that  occasion. 
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restricted   to   this  one   work,   extending   its   saving  influences 
tkrougli  time  into  the  final  issues  of  eternity.^ 

My  uncle  had  nearly  attained  his  seventy-second  year,  when 
a  momentary  accident  proved  the  precursor  of  his  death.  On 
Wednesday,  December  1,  1847,  soon  after  breakfast,  he  walked 
to  the  Sturry  Road,  to  inspect  some  cattle  belonging  to  his  son 
Abraham.  While  crossing  the  orchard,  on  the  left  side  of  the 
short  road  branching  to  Barton  MiUs,  he  tripped  against  the 
stump  of  a  small  tree  partly  concealed  by  the  grass,  and  though 
in  faUing  he  sustained  not  the  slightest  bruise,  his  left  leg 
doubled  under  him,  and  broke  below  the  calf.  The  fracture 
being  a  simple  one,  the  limb  was  set  without  difficulty,  and 
during  a  month  so  favourably  did  it  progress,  that  no  anxiety  as 
to  his  restoration  was  felt  by  those  attendant  on  him.  It  was 
then  that  real  danger  commenced ;  serious  wounds  appeared  in 
the  back,  the  consequence  of  so  long  retaining  a  recumbent  pos- 
ture ;  an  hydraulic  bed  was  had  recourse  to,  but  too  late ;  his 
bodily  sufferings  were  great,  and  the  case  became  so  distressing 
as  scarcely  to  be  exceeded  in  severity  even  in  hospital  practice. 
His  mental  faculties  remained  unclouded,  and  his  ability  to  con- 
verse gave  continued  opportunities  to  his  relatives  and  friends  to 
admire  the  patience,  composure,  and  joy  which  pervaded  his 
spirit ;  "  nor  did  he  fail  to  bestow  on  each  his  dying  benediction, 
and  in  a  manner  so  affectionate,  emphatic,  and  patriarchal  as  to 
render  these  interviews  unspeakably  interesting."  Anticipating 
that  he  was  taking  a  last  farewell  of  his  beloved  pastor,  the 
scene  was  peculiarly  affecting,  and,  referring  to  the  benefit  he 
had  derived  from  his  ministry,  and  the  approaching  severance  of 
an    unbroken   friendship,   he   exclaimed — "  And   now  we  must 

1  The  cburcb  now  numbers  [one  bunrlred  and  aeventy-aeven]  members,  and 
cnntinues  to  present  an  example  of  Cbristian  activity.  One  instance  shall 
(uffice:  durinj  ei^ht  consecuuve  Tears,  ending  with  ISW,  it  raised  for  the  Bup- 
tist  Foreiga  ilission  £1079. 
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part  company  :  I  am  going  to  join  the  glorified,  tut  you  must 
tarry  longer  here.''^  To  a  friend  who  alluded  to  his  tranquillity 
under  pain,  he  replied,  placing  his  hand  on  his  breast,  "  Why 
here  la  peace — perfect  peace  reigning — and  that  renders  all 
external  circumstances  easy."  As  the  final  scene  approached, 
his  utterances  became  more  brief.  To  a  dear  relative  he  said, 
with  all  his  reniaining  energy,  "  I  die  in  Christ."  Thus  retain- 
ing perfect  consciousness,  he  calmly  waited  the  moment  of  his 
dismission. 

"  Surveyed  the  brightening  regions  of  the  blest, 
And,  like  a  wearied  pilgrim,  sank  to  rest." 

He  expired  about  two  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  Tuesday, 
February  22,  1848.^  It  having  been  his  particular  desire  that 
he  should  be  interred  at  Shortwood,  his  remains,  attended  by 
two  sons,  were  removed  by  railway  to  Stroud,  on  the  29th 
instant,  and  the  following  day,  in  the  presence  of  his  sorrowing 
family,  deposited  in  the  vault  which  contains  the  slumbering 
dust  of  his  three  wives.  A  marble  tablet  to  his  memory  was 
placed  in  the  vestry  of  King  Street  Chapel,  Canterbury  (see 
Appendix  K),  and  a  Memoir  inserted  in  the  Baptist  Magazine.' 
Mr.  Flint  possessed  a  most  vigorous  constitution,  and  was  far 
more  athletic  ui  frame  than  any  other  member  of  our  family  ; 
yet  his  stature  did  not  exceed  the  medium  height,  neither  did 
he  incline  to  corpulency.  An  admirable  portrait,  by  John 
Linnell,  Esq.,  was  in  the  keeping  of  Mrs.  Flint,  who  remained  in 
Stour  Street  till  October,  1849,  and  then  removed  to  London,  to 

^  ProvidcDce  had  designed  othenrise.  His  heolth  soon  began  to  fail,  and  lie 
died  at  Ins  residence,  Wincheap.  January  24,  1851,  aged  fifty-six  years.  Of  tbe 
Rev.  William  Duvies  I  unhesitatingly  affirm,  after  the  observation  which  a 
privileged  friendship  of  twelve  years  afforded,  that  be  more  closely  attained 
"  unto  a  perfect  man  "  than  any  individual  with  whose  character  1  have  been  as 
inlirniilely  acquainted. 

2  In  tbe  same  chamber  in  which,  just  ninety-eight  years  previously,  his  mother 
drew  her  first  breath. 

3  Contributed  by  myself  and  my  brother,  F.  L.  Flint. 
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reside  near  her  son-in-law,  the  Rev.  H.  J.  Gamble.  After  an 
illness,  borne  witb  Cbristian  resignation,  she  expired,  at  her 
residence,  Lyndhurst  Eoad,  Peckham,  on  June  14,  1862,  aged 
seventy-six  years,  and  was  interred  in  her  husband's  vault,  at 
Shortwood.  Ey  his  last  marriage,  Mr.  Flint  had  issue  ABRA- 
HAM, SAEAH,  HEXRY  WYATT,  CATHERINE,  and 
GEORGE.  Hia  famQy,  by  three  wives,  consisting  of  four  sons 
and  six  daughters,  will  now  be  traced,  with  their  offspring. 

Issue  by  second  wife,  iLlRY  SHUEMUR,  one  son  and  one 
daughter  : — 

i.  ^LuOntitS  was  born  at  Barton  End,  in  the  parish  of 
Horsley,  Saturday,  June  Itj,  1804,  but  hia  birthplace  no 
longer  remains  ;  the  pretty  residence  has  been  razed,  and 
the  apot  "  where  once  a  garden  amiled,"  forma  part  of  the 
surrounding  meadow.  The  return  of  hia  father  from 
Frome  to  that  diatrict,  led  to  his  receiving  his  education 
ill  the  respectable  seminary  conducted  by  Mr.  Benjamin 
Gilkes,  of  jS'aila worth,'  in  which  I  had  preceded  him.  On 
the  change  occurring  in  the  brewery,  our  devotedly- 
attached  frienda  in  VVincheap  placed  him  and  myaelf  in 
the  spirit  trade,  which  for  more  than  sixty  years  had  been 
connected  with  the  concern.  The  premises  were  imme- 
diately opposite  the  counting-house  of  the  former  ;  there 
we  commenced  business,  March  1,  1821,  the  partnership 
continuing  till  January  6,  1825,  when,  on  my  entering  the 
brewery,  the  buainesa  became  wholly  his — the  rectifying 
(or  distilling)  department  being  added  to  it  a  few  years 
subsequently.  Tuesday,  September  12,  1826,  witnessed 
his  happy  union,  at  St.  Mildred's  Church,  with  my  eldest 
sister,  and  hia  first-cousin,  Miss  MARY  A_NN  FLINT. 
Shortly  after  (November  30,  1826)  they  joined  the  church 
in  King  Street,  by  which,  on  the  death  of  his  father,  my 
brother  was  chosen  to  the  deacon's  office. 

It  was  my  happiness  during  thirty  years  to  enjoy  with 
him  daily  and  unbroken  intercourse,  which,  aa  it  ever 
ought,  gave  growth  to  a  friendship  the  most  genial  and 

>  He  died  there,  January  16,  1860,  aged  seventy-sii. 

6-2 


84    GEN.  VI.  1776— 184S.       ABBAHAM  f  LINT.  Family. 

confiding — the  constant  interchange  of  heartfelt  sympathy 
— so  that,  in  the  words  of  my  favourite  bard,  I  may  affirm 
that,  long  ere  those  years  were  run, 

"  Hia  heart  and  mine  had  mingled  into  one." 

^or  by  either  was  the  stroke  of  separation  regarded  as  a 
slight  trial,  when,  in  consequence  of  the  disposal  of  the 
brewery,  himself  and  family,  on  November  14,  1849, 
removed  to  Maidstone,  where,  during  the  succeeding  five 
years,  he  was  united  in  a  successful  partnership  with 
Henry  Simmons,  Esq.,  as  general  merchants. 

[I  little  imagined  it  would  be  my  mournful  duty  so 
soon  to  add  the  obituary  of  my  much-loved  brother, 
with  whom  and  myself  a  friendship  subsisted  which 
death  alone  could  interrupt.  But,  alas  !  another  strand 
is  severed — the  triple  cord  is  broken — and  the  remem- 
brances of  our  business  engagements  in  Canterbury, 
and  many  associations  of  the  past,  now  live  only  with 
myself.  My  brother's  health  began  to  decline  about  a 
year  before  his  decease,  chiefly  indicated  by  oppression  of 
the  respiratory  organs.  Hurrying  from  his  office  to  the 
raUway-station,  two  days  before  his  death,  brought  on  a 
chest  attack,  from  which  he  appeared  to  recover.  The 
next  day,  Saturday,  October  14,  1871,  after  writing  to  me, 
he  left  his  business,  never  to  return  to  it.  He  seemed  in 
usual  health  that  evening,  but  at  a  late  hour  the  fatal 
seizure  commenced,  and  the  night  was  passed  in  the 
deepest  anxiety  by  his  devoted  wife  and  attendants. 
Having  long  had  a  presentiment  that  his  life  was  nearing 
its  close,  he  now  felt  and  spoke  as  a  dying  man,  and  his 
utterances  were  those  of  a  Christian  fully  prepared  for  the 
great  change.  The  Sabbath  passed  in  alternate  torpor  and 
wakefulness,  during  which  perfect  peace  of  mind  was 
evidenced,  while  there  was  nothing  to  indicate  speedy  dis- 
solution. But  about  six  in  the  evening,  while  my  dear 
sister  was  resting  by  his  side,  his  heart  suddenly  ceased  to 
beat,  and  his  spirit  passed  to  its  eternal  rest ;  the  shock  to 
her  who  loved  him  as  her  ovra  life,  may  be  imagined.  A 
monitory  telegram  the  next  morning  summoned  my 
brother  John  and  myself,  with  all  speed,  to  realise  the 
solemn  event,  only  three  months  after  the  death  of  our 
brother,  Jlr.  Belsey,     On  the  following  Saturday  he  was 

— I 
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interred  in  the  beautiful  cemetery  at  Maidstone,  by  his 
warmly-attached  friend,  the  Rev.  H.  H.  Dobney,  wkose 
testimony  to  his  character  and  worth,  as  also  at  the  Sai.- 
bath  service,  was  as  full  and  emphatic  as  language  could 
render  it.  Interesting  particulars  of  the  departed,  which 
want  of  space  prevents  my  inserting  here,  will  be  found  in  a 
brief  memoir  in  the  Baptist  Magazine,  Vol.  Ixiv.,  p.  479. 
Would  that  I  could  enlarge  on  these  qualities,  which  ren- 
dered my  brother  alike  beloved  and  respected.  As  with 
other  kindred,  I  hope  for  a  further  opportunity  of  so  doing. 
He  was  a  man  of  great  diligence,  impulsive  energy,  prompt 
and  punctual,  with  a  high  sense  of  honour,  ana  ot  prmcely 
generosity.  He  was  a  friend  in  the  truest  sense,  deeply 
sincere,  and  the  same  in  all  weather.  He  was  a  Christian 
in  humility,  consecration,  sympathy,  and  activity.  His 
departure  has  "  impoverished  earth  and  enriched  heaven."] 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Flint  had  issue  four  sons  and 
three  daughters  : — 

I.    MARY   ANN,    born   August    19,    18-27;    died 
July  *-',  1830. 
II.    SAMUEL,     I  born  Septemlier  1,  1828.    Samuel 
III     THOMAS,    j       died  the  14th  instant. 
IV.    BENJAMIN     FRANCIS,    born    July    27, 
1831  ;   died   February  5,    1832.      "  Spare  me  one 
line  and  a  tear,"  is  the  whisper  /  hear  from  that 
tiny   grave.      Thy   lovely  and   well-remembered 
image  shall  have  both,  though  thou  didst  dash  to 
earth  our  hopes,   and  hast  sparkled  only  to  be 
exhaled  ; 


**Tli"U  nrt  gone  as  a  dew-Jrop  is  swept  from  tiie  bou^U  ; 
Oil !  fur  tUe  world  wliere  iLy  home  is  now  I" 

Y.  CATHARINE  SHURMUR,  bom  July  16, 

1833  ;  died  July  l.i,  1831. 
YI.    MARY  ANN   SHURMUR,  born  June  19. 

1830  ;  died  October  4,   1837. 
YII.    ABRAHAM   MARSH,   born   November  29. 
1838.     In  18()()  he  was  taken  iuto  partnership  by 
his    father,    and  on  June  5,    1868,    was    married, 
at    Johu    Street   Chapel,    Loudon,    by  the   Hon. 


86    GEN.  VI.  1776—1848.      ABEAHAM  FLINT.  Family. 

and  Rev.  Baptifst  W.  Noel,  M.A.,  to  ALICE 
ANNIE,  daughter  of  Mrs.  CASTLE,  Folkestone. 
II.  jt)(innah.  The  year  1805  was  just  expiring,  when, 
within  one  hour  of  its  being  nunibered  with  the  ages  of 
time  past,  the  subject  of  this  short,  but  aifecting  obituary, 
was  born.  Her  career,  though  brief,  was  long  enough  for 
life's  great  purpose,  and  also  to  comprise  a  larger  portion 
of  sorrow  than  is  ordinarily  experienced  within  as  limited 
a  term  of  human  existence.  My  beloved  cousin  was  the 
possessor  of  early  piety.  On  November  30,  1826,  she  was 
baptized,  and  united  to  the  church  in  King  Street,  Canter- 
bury, and  till  her  decease  did  honour  to  her  Christian 
profession.  In  her  journey  across  the  desert,  she  left  few 
foot-prints  on  its  sands,  but  the  circumstances  attendant 
on  her  entering  the  Promised  Land  were  so  fitting  a  sequel 
to  the  pilgrimage  as  to  claim  particular  record.  Ap- 
proaching the  river,  *'  no  bridge  was  tliere,"  and  alone  she 
had  to  ford  the  cold  and  troubled,  but  narrow  stream.  In 
the  summer  of  1832,  when  Asiatic  cholera  was  for  the 
first  time  ravaging  the  metropolis,  tilling  most  persons 
with  fear,  and  inducing  numbers  to  seek  safety  in  flight, 
she  was  residing  in  the  family  of  Hiss  Benwell,  who  ct>n- 
ducted  a  respectable  seminary  at  No.  10,  Kennin^tou 
Green.  On  Wednesday,  August  22,  she  took  a  walk  in 
the  afternoon,  returning  in  her  usual  health  ;  shortly  after 
she  was  attacked  with  premonitory  symptoms  of  the 
disease,  which  assumed  the  most  virulent  form,  and  the 
following  day  terminated  fatally.  On  the  intelligence 
reaching  Canterbury,  my  uncle,  who  had  loved  her 
tenderly,  was  so  paralyzed  by  the  stroke  as  to  be  unfit  to 
act ;  her  faithful  and  devotedly-attached  brother,  regard- 
less of  danger,  therefore  proceeded  at  once  to  London, 
where  he  found  that  she  had  been  interred  a  few  hours 
previously,  and  her  raiment  and  bed  thrown  from  the 
chamber  window  and  burned.  The  place  of  sepulture  was 
Deadman's  burial-ground,  in  Park  Street,  originally  used 
in  the  time  of  the  plague,  and  held  on  a  long  lease,  which 
expired  a  few  years  after  this  period.  It  having  passed 
into  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Barclay  and  Perkins,  they  were 
deaf  to  the  entreaties  of  survivors,  removed  the  tomb- 
atones,  paved  over  the  entire  surf.ice,  and  added  the  space 
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to  the  cooj)erage  of  tlieir  brewery.  Tlius  aa  the  climax  of 
their  sorrow,  the  few  sincere  friencls  who  h.id  loveil  her  in 
life,'  and  mourned  for  her  in  death,  were  denied  the  con- 
tinuance of  even  their  last  gratification,  that  of  visiting 
her  grave  !  In  person  my  cousin  was  genteel,  and  her 
features  pleasing,  possessing  superior  mental  powers,  and 
much  of  her  mother's  retinement  of  taste  and  feeling. 
With  strict  rectitude  of  purpose  was  combined  a  most 
generous  and  affectionate  disposition.  Hannah  Flint  died 
in  her  twenty-seventh  year  ;  an  appropriate  epitaph  for 
her  would  have  been — "Whom  the  Lord  loveth.  He 
chasteneth." 

J.- sue  by  third  vdie,  ELIZABETH  BAKER,  three  daughters  :— 

III.  £^\\X\}  ShUVmUr,  bom  at  Frome,  April  3,  ISII. 
As  she  attained  to  womanhood,  it  became  evident  that  her 
mental  powers  were  so  feeble  as  to  ilisqualify  her  for  the 
management  of  her  own  affairs.  Her  father  therefore 
resorted  to  the  customary  legal  remedy,  and  placed  her 
under  the  protection  of  Chancery.  She  has  continued  to 
reside  beneath  the  parental  roof,  and  in  disposition  is 
gentle,  amiable,  and  affectionate. 

I\  .  (£li£;l,  born  May  1,  1812.  In  company  with  her  sisters, 
she  passed  several  years  at  two  seminaries  in  the  suburbs 
of  London.  These  pages  record  no  instance  of  the  frailty 
of  youth  more  striking  than  the  present.  Eliza  had 
reached  her  full  stature— was  on  the  verge  of  eighteen — 
with  a  vigorous  constitution,  and  every  prospect  of  long 
life,  when,  like  the  morning  flower  before  the  blast,  she 
was  cut  down,  after  a  few  days'  illness,  by  brain  fever, 
lu  the  family  of  the  Kev.  John  Chin,  of  Walworth,  she 
had  enjoyed  religious  advantages  which,  six  mouths  before 
he  r  decease,  had  been  blessed  to  her  decided  conversion  of 
heai-t  to  God.  The  circumstances  of  her  happy  death, 
and  the  improvement  of  the  affecting  Providence,  led  Mr. 
Chin  to  publish  a  little  Memoir,  which  passed  through 
several   editions.'      She    died,    attended   by   her    father, 

'   ,Mv  mother  regarded  her  almost  as  though  she  had  been  her  child. 

-  ■■  i'be  Biitli.Uiv  Anticipated,  and  Deatli  Realized  :  Esemplilied  and  Im- 
urnvcA  \n  the  Ucoioirs  of  -Miss  Eliza  Flint,  by  Jolin  Chin.  ISrac,  pp.  50." 
in  ilie  Baptist  Magazine,  Vul.  XXII..  p.  334,  a  column  la  devoted  to  tlie  dliUc-u 
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April  8,  1830,  and  was  interred  beneath  the  Baptist 
Chapel,  Walworth.  "  Eliza  possessed  great  mental  energy 
and  strength  of  memory ;  she  would  easily  keep  pace 
with,  or  excel,  others  of  her  class  ;  and,  whenever  de- 
termined to  accomplish  an  object,  seldom  failed  of  success. 
She  was  blessed  with  a  noble  and  affectionate  disposition, 
and  was  always  forward  to  promote  any  act  of  generosity 
or  charity.  Indifferent  to  the  company  and  amusements 
of  the  school,  she  constantly  sought  the  society  of  the 
family,  to  whom  she  had  greatly  endeared  herself  by  her 
kind  attentions  and  affability."  In  figure,  tall  and  genteel, 
with  features  highly  interesting,  my  cousin  gave  promise 
of  becoming  more  than  ordinarily  attractive. 

Y.  ^Ijbia  Jillte,  bom  at  Frome,  Saturday,  September  4, 
1813.  Like  her  lamented  sister  Eliza,  she  was  the  subject 
of  early  piety,  and  made  a  profession  of  religion  at  King 
Street  Chapel,  April  4,  1833.  Ou  Tuesday,  August  25, 
1835,  she  was  married,  at  St.  Mildred's  Church,  to  her 
first-cousin,  and  my  brother,  Mr.  ABRAHAM  MARSH 
FLINT,  with  whose  history  her  own  will  be  recorded. 

Issue  by  fourth  wife,  SAEAH  WYATT,  three  sons  and  two 
daughters  : — 

VI.  xlbraliant,  bom  ^at  Nallswonh,  October  23,  1817. 
Having  completed  his  education,  he  was  articled  for  four 
years  to  my  relatives,  Messrs.  Francis  and  Flint,  of  Frog- 
marah  Mills.  In  1845  he  took  a  farm  near  Canterbury, 
which  he  occupied  seven  years.  [He  now  resides  in 
London.] 

VII.  Sarak,  bom  at  Nallsworth,  April  21.  1819,  early  united 
herself  to  the  church  in  King  Street.  On  Thursday, 
May  9,  1844,  she  was  married,  at  that  chapel,'  by  Dr. 
Cox,   of    Hackney,   to  the  Rev.   H.  J.   GAMBLE,  then 


of  the  bnnk.  concluding  thus; — "  We  cordiallj  recommend  this  little  work,  and 
earnestly  wish  it  may  tind  its  way  to  evcrv  ladies'  boarding-scbool  in  the  king- 
dom." 

'  This  was  the  first  marriage  in  the  Flint  family  not  celebrated  within  the 
wnlls  of  li.e  E^lablisbed  Cburch.  For  oges  the  Jew  and  llie  Quaker  bad  enjoved 
a  privilege  which,  in  the  grant  of  equal  right*,  our  glorious  constitution  could 
not  concede  to  other  Konconfurmists, 
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pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church,  Margate,  but  now  of  the 
Independent  Church,  Upper  Clapton,  London. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gamble  have  had  issue — 

I.    EMILY  WYATT,  bom  March  10,  184.5. 
11.    CATHERINE  SARAH,  born  July  19,  1846. 
[In    May,    1868,    she    was   married   to   JOSEPH 
COMPTOX  RICKETT,  Esq  ,  of  London.] 

III.  HENRY  JOHN,  bom  March  14,   1848;  died 

April  13,  1853. 

IV.  FLORENCE,  bom  December  16,  1849. 

V.   WILLIAM   COLLYER,  born  November  28, 
1852. 
VI.    HENRY,  born  December  21,  18.54. 
VIL    GEORGE   DAVIS,  born  February  2,    1857  ; 
(lied  April  7,  1863,  aged  six  years. 
VIII.    ARTHUR  HENRY,  bom  July  8,  1860. 
VIII.    3i)Cnrr)  SEPatt,  bom  in  Longport,   October  17,   1820. 
He  was  pla.^ei.1  for  four  years  with  a  chemist  in  Tottenham 
Court  Roail,  London.     While  filling  a  situation  in  North- 
ampton, he   joined  the  Baptist  Church   there,   under  the 
pastorate  of  the  Rev.   T.   Grey.     In  1844  he  commenced 
business  as  a  chemist  at  No.  50,  East  Street,  Brighton,  and 
on  March  )7th  of  the  following  year  married  Miss  MARY 
SCRIVEN    PELL,    from   the   vicinity   of    Northampton. 
They  have  issue  one  child,  Henry,  born  October  [5],  1S56. 
[In  declining  health  he  removed  his  residence  to  Burgess 
Hill,  near  Brighton,  not  long  before  his  decease,  and  died 
there  December  4,  1869,  aged  forty-nine.] 

IX.  Catherine,  bom  in  Stour  street,  January  2,  1823.  In 
1846  she  united  herself  to  the  church  in  King  Street.  On 
March  11,  1869,  she  was  married,  at  Upper  Clapton,  by 
the  Rev.  H.  J.  Gamble,  to  JAMES  FIRBY,  Esq.,  of 
Pelham  Place,  Brompton. 

X.     ©COrgC  SHnatt,  bom  ,    1S25;    died  in 

infancy. 
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^^  homaS  (Jjlint,  the  third  and  youngest 
son,  was  born  at  Ashfovd,  Tuesday,  August  12, 
1777.  As  though  to  greet  the  arrival  of  the 
little  stranger,  the  church  bells  on  that  day 
gave  forth  many  a  merry  peal,  nor  during  his 
life  did  they  cease  the  observance  on  the  anniversary  of  his 
bii'tli.i  Like  his  brothers  and  sisters,  he  was  blessed  m  child- 
hood with  robust  health,  and  exemption  from  every  physical 
defect.  It  was  soon  perceptible  that  he  had  largely  inherited 
from  his  mother  her  strength  of  mind,-  energy,  and  sensibility, 
and  that  a  temperament  so  impulsive  and  emotional  would 
require  judicious  control.  Foremost  Ln  every  game  or  frolic,  and 
with  an  evident  talent  for  mischief,  he  involved  himself  in  more 
scrapes  than  the  other  four  combined  f  yet  his  warm  affection, 
good  temper,  and  professed  penitence,  generally  rendered  dis- 
cipline  light.'      The   school-days  of   the  three  brothers  have 

'  His  birthduy  was  tliat  of  George  IV.,  and  tbat  of  George  III.  was  tay 
fiither'.s  weddiDg-day ;  tliu8  on  each  the  joyous  music  was  never  wanting. 

'  "  That  the  mother  supplies  the  mental  faculties,  and  the  father  the  corporeal, 
I  am  quite  satisfied." — Sir  James  Ei/re,  M.D. 

^  When  quite  a  youngster,  being  on  a  visit  to  his  relative,  Mr.  Bowles,  of 
Birchington,  and  finding  the  quarters  rather  too  dull  for  one  of  his  vivacious 
habits,  he  took  a  place  in  the  van  to  Canterbury,  and  Ihence  on  to  Ashford, 
leaving  Mr.  B<iwles  for  some  hours  in  sad  suspense  as  to  what  had  become  of  the 
hid.  At  Ibornden,  from  the  like  cause,  he  started  and  walked  home,  but  so 
oft'uniled  was  Mr.  Pattenson,  that  he  never  permitted  his  visiting  him  again. 

■*  Not  80  when  with  the  shears  he  actually  deprived  the  favourite  cat  of  ita 
tail. 
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already  been  described  }  suffice  it  to  state  that  the  proficiency 
whicL.  my  father  made  was  such,  that  on  the  period  arriving 
when  he  should  make  choice  of  a  business,  his  parents  concurred 
in  the  advice  of  relatives  and  friends  to  continue  his  educational 
advantages,  leaving  the  future  to  develop  the  profession  to 
which  his  talents  might  be  directed. 

It  was  now  that,  in  the  leadings  of  a  wisely-directing  Provi- 
dence, an  event  transpired,  big  with  futiire  consequences  both 
to  the  spiritual  interests  of  my  father,  and  those  to  whom  God 
had  designed  to  render  him  the  messenger  of  His  mercy.  It 
had  occurred  to  his  parents  that  a  most  suitable  tutor  for  their 
son  would  be  the  Eev.  John  Ludd  Fenner,-  and  with  him  he 
would  have  been  placed  but  for  the  earnest  remonstrances  of 
the  excellent  Mr.  Berry,  who  was  aware  of  the  tendency  to 
Socinian  doctrines  evinced  by  Jlr.  Fenner,  and  confirmed  by  his 
subsequent  union  with  that  body.  Instead  of  this  gentleman, 
I\Ir.  Berry  warmly  recommended  the  Eev.  William  Kingsbury, 
M.A.,  of  Southampton,  a  leading  Independent  minister,  who 
was  accustomed  to  receive  into  his  family  one  or  two  pupils. 
This  judicious  counsel  prevailed,  and  in  the  month  of  January, 
1792,  my  father  left  his  home  for  Southampton.^  Here  he  be- 
came the  subject  of  serious  impressions.  "  The  worthy  tutor 
feeling  the  highest  interest  in  the  spiritual  welfare  of  his  pupU, 
carefully  nurtured  the  principles  which  his  instructions  had  im- 
planted, and  watched  their  progress  with  paternal  soKcitude."* 
Through  the  influences  of  divine  grace,  they  ripened  into 
decided  piety,  and  on  Sunday,  August  3,  179-1,  he  was  admitted 
into  membership  with  Mr.  Kingsbury's  church,  and  for  the  first 

1  S^e  Mr.  Host  Flint,  p.  63. 

2  S.-e  Appendix  D,  Fenner  Familj. 

^  ill-.  Kingsbury  received  eighty  pounds  per  annum  from  mv  gmndfrttlier. 

*  See  "  Brief  Memoir  of  the  Eev.  Thomas  Flint,  p.  35." 'iipiien.lu.i  to  the 
Funeral  Serin. m.  by  tlie  Eev.  Samuel  Saunders.  Future  quolatiuns,  when  »ilU- 
out  mtirgiiml  uuie,  will  have  reference  to  this. 
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time  partook  of  the  ordinance  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  in  the 
presence  of  his  parents,  who  happily  were  with  !Mr.  and  ^Irs. 
Kingsbury  on  an  iaterchange  of  visits. 

If  somewhat  conscious  of  his  powers  and  advantages,  visions 
of  worldly  respectability,  wealth,  and  station  had  ever  flushed 
his  youthful  and  ardent  spirit,  they  now  vanished — things  sub- 
lunary were  lost  sight  of  in  the  contemplation  of  those  which 
are  eternal ;  and,  after  mature  deliberation  and  prayer,  the  reso- 
lution was  solemnly  taken  to  devote  his  life  to  the  Christian 
ministry.'-  While  solitarily  pursuing  his  theological  studies,  the 
subject  of  baptism  of  necessity  engaged  his  attention — diffi- 
culties presented  themselves  which  had  not  been  anticipated. 
and  which  his  revered  tutor  was  unable  satisfactorily  to  remove. 
A  severe  mental  struggle  ensued  ;-  his  present  position  was  one 
of  greater  happiness  than  he  could  expect  again  to  realize  ;  the 
views  he  had  hitherto  held  were  those  maintained  by  all  his 
surviving  relatives  ;  and  so  far  as  his  temporal  prospects  were 
concerned,  the  change  was  almost  certain  to  be  disadvantageous ; 
hut  with  him  the  dictates  of  conscience  were  too  powerful  to  be 
silenced  by  these,  or  similar  considerations,  and  in  the  autumn 
of  1795  he  left  Mr.  Kingsbury,'  between  whom  and  himself  a 
friendship  had  been  cemented  which  admitted  of  no  severance 
except  that  made  by  death,  on  February  18,  1818,  when  the 
venerable  servant  of  Christ  expired,  in  the  forty-fifth  year  of 
his  pastorate.*     To  his  name  I  feel  such  tribute  is  due  that  it 

^  This  must  have  been  prior  to  June,  1793.  as  in  a  letter  then  addressed  to 
him  at  Asliford,  Mr.  Kingsbury  writes — "  Kcmember,  my  dear  young  friend, 
Toa  are  about  devoting  yourself  to  Christ  in  the  great  worii  of  the  Gospel. 
Your  friends  will  expect  to  see  in  you  a  suitable  temper  and  deportment,  ditfer- 
ent  from  that  of  young  men  who  have  their  views  to  secular  employment." 

^  Mr.  Flint  regarded  it  as  the  most  trying  test  of  principle  to  which  he  was 
ever  subjected  ;  thoae  who  diilercd  from  him  in  his  conclusions,  could  but  do 
honour  lo  his  integrity. 

3  *'  I  quitted  a  family  in  which  I  had  enjoyed  the  greatest  felicity,  and  left  a 
tutor  whose  kindness  to  me  had  been  unspeakable." — Diary. 

*  See  Memoir  by  Trotter,  1  vol.  8vo.,  pp.  284.  An  excellent  portrait  of  Mr. 
Kingsbury  is  preserved  in  the  third  volume  of  the  Evangelical  Mui/azine, 
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merits  au  enduring  position  in  our  family  history,  for  not  only 
was  ho  instrumental  to  the  conversion  of  my  father,  hut  after- 
wards also  to  that  of  my  uncle,  Abraham  Flint,  as  already 
stated.  That  Mr.  Berry,  through  whom  the  connection  origin- 
ated, should,  as  he  beheld  the  results,  regard  himself  as  having 
been  honoured  of  God  in  this  matter,  was  the  impression  which 
would  naturally  arise  in  a  mind  so  devout. 

Soon  after  my  father's  return  to  Ashford,  he  made  a  public 
profession  of  his  sentiments  by  uniting  himself  to  the  church 
there,!  ^qJ  on  January  8,  1796,  entered  the  Baptist  College, 
Bristol,  not  on  the  foundation,  but  at  the  charge  of  his  father,- 
an  arrangement  of  infrequent  occurrence,  but  which  must  have 
been  gratifying  to  his  feelings.  The  institution  was  then  under 
the  able  presidency  of  Dr.  Ryland,^  assisted  by  the  Eev.  Joseph 
Hughes,  M.A.,  afterwards  identified  with  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society.  "  This  important  step  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  FUnt  was  accompanied  with  a  devout  surrender  of  himself 
to  the  service  of  God."  After  the  training  and  advantages 
which  had  been  so  long  enjoyed,  he  commenced  his  cwirindum 
under  highly  favourable  circumstances,  his  attainments  at  once 
placing  him  by  tlie  side  of  senior  students.  It  was  this  that  led 
to  his  immediate  engagements  in  preaching — his  loved  employ — 
and  so  acceptable  were  his  early  public  ministrations,  that  he 
was  soon  nominated  to  supply  the  vacant  pulpits  of  the  most 
inHuential  of  the  uuighbouring  churches.     Among  these  stood 

'  The  Church- Book  records  his  baptism  on  October  25  ;  his  diary  states  it  to 
hove  been  on  the  11th  instant,  and  la  more  likely  to  be  correct. 

'•^  He  allowed  his  son  while  there  thirty  giuneas  per  annum  for  "pocket- 
money." 

3  As  Mr.  Flint  could  no  longer  expect  the  domestic  comforts  to  which  he  had 
been  accustomed,  Dr.  Ryland  itindly  met  the  request  of  his  father,  and  assented 
'*  to  that  which  lie  hud  done  in  one  former  instance,"  admitting  him  into  hi3 
family  as  a  boarder.  So  high  then  was  the  price  of  articles  wliich  we  should  re- 
gard as  the  necessaries  of  life,  that  "foreign  tea  and  coffee  "  were  not  allowed 
the  students.  The  D  jctor's  long  and  interesting  letter  in  reply  to  the  first 
application  he  received,  is  preseived. 
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\  prominently  that  of  Horsley,  Gloucestersliire,  whose  pastor,  tlie 
Eev.  Benjamin  Francis,  was  better  known  by  his  writings, 
popularity  as  a  preacher,  and  widely-extended  labours,  than 
most  of  the  brethren  in  his  denomination.^  In  the  month  of 
August  this  venerated  man  having,  by  a  fall  from  his  horse, 
been  confined  to  his  bed  during  many  weeks,  my  father  was 
appointed  to  occupy  his  pulpit  for  one  Sabbath,  an  engagement 
destined  to  be  followed  by  results  the  most  important.  A  visit 
to  the  sick  pastor  first  introduced  him  to  his  eldest  daughter. 
Miss  CATHEEIXE  HOLBROW  FEAN'CIS,  with  whose  love- 
liness he  was  irresistibly  enamoured,  and  the  church  requesting 
the  repetition  of  his  services,  he  had  frequent  opportunities  of 
associating  with  her — each  interview  confirming  the  conviction 
that  external  charms  were  the  mere  reflection  of  indwelling 
graces,  and  that  in  Miss  Francis  he  had  found  the  individual 
who,  of  all  others,  could  most  contribute  to  his  future  happiness. 
It  was  not  in  a  buoyant  and  irreflective  mood  that,  on  the  10th 
of  November,  he  addressed  to  her  his  first  letter."  He  had  but 
recently  attained  his  nineteenth  year ;  his  prospects  were  yet 
undefined  ;  he  woidd  have  to  rely  on  his  own  resources,  and  his 
parents  were  unacquainted  with  his  decision — considerations 
sufficient  to  induce  serious  thought ;  but  he  had  sought  Divine 
guidance,  and  left  the  issue  with  Him  who  directeth  the  steps 
of  His  servants.^ 

^  See  Appendix  F,  Francis  Family. 

=  One  l;.ct  will  confirm  this.  On  Tliursdaj,  the  10th  instant,  he  took  his  letter 
to  the  otfice,  intemlinj^  to  post  it,  but  his  resi'lution  failed.  Friday,  this  was  re- 
peated. Saturday  he  determined  to  post  it,  and  did  so,  but  aa  hour  after 
retraced  his  steps,  and  entreated  the  postmaster  either  to  return  or  destroy  the 
letter — a  request  nut  to  be  complied  with.  Its  delivery  occurring  the  fulluwing 
afternoon,  when  all  the  family  were  at  chnpel,  a  neighbour  took  cbai'ge  of  it,  and 
in  the  interval  between  the  usual  service  ami  the  administration  ot  the  Lord's 
Supper,  passed  it,  unseen,  to  Miss  Francis  in  her  pew.  The  handwriting  waa 
unkiinwu,  but  the  suspicion  occasioned  emotions  never  to  be  forgotten. 

**  Before  my  lather  was  aware  that  the  courtship  had  become  known  to  the 
students,  they  thus  revealed  to  him  the  fact ; — He  was  invited  to  unite  with 
them  at  a  meeting,  which  he  suppo-^ed  would  be  of  a  devotional  character. 
Having  met,  one  of  the  number  rose  with  the  hymn-book,  and  named  W", 
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lu  January,  1797,  we  fiud  Mr.  Flint  at  Northampton,! 
preaching  both  in  the  town  and  neighbouring  villages,  with  his 
"  usual  fervour  and  acceptance."  A  remarkable  circumstance 
attended  the  last  Sabbath  of  his  services  there.  In  the  morning, 
intending  to  preach  from  Eomans  viii.  6,  he  had  not  proceeded 
far,  when  "  his  well-known  talent  of  amplification  forsook  him," 
oblivious  darkness  spread  over  his  mind,  and,  fiUed  with  con- 
fusion and  anguish,  he  apologised  to  the  congregation,  and  sat 
down.  A  hymn  having  been  sung,  the  youtlifid  preacher  rose 
to  pray,  and,  with  streaming  eyes,  exclaimed — "  My  God,  my 
God,  why  hast  Thou  forsaken  me  V  Prayer  ended,  the  audience 
retired,  greatly  affected,  and  among  them  a  hitherto  thouglit- 
less  young  woman,  who  was  so  deeply  impressed  that,  on  joining 
the  church  a  few  months  after,  she  ascribed  her  conversion, 
under  Divine  influence,  to  this  event.^  Leaving  Northampton, 
on  Monday,  January  30,  he  took  Birmingham  in  his  way  to 
Horsley  and  Bristol,  purposely  to  attend,  on  the  following  day, 
a  meeting  of  the  Baptist  Missionary  Society,  at  which  Eyiand, 
Pearce,  Fuller,  Sutcliife,  and  others  of  its  founders,  were 
present. 

Eippun'a  Selection,  on  tUe  Scripture  motto,  "  Hindei'  me  not."     The  Hrst  verse, 
zuucli  in  the  style  of  John  BerriJge,  reads  thus  : — 

"  When  Abraliaio's  servant  to  procure 
A  wife  for  Isaac  went, 
He  met  Kebekah — told  his  wish — 
Her  parents  gave  consent." 
But  instead  of  this,  with  all  due  emphasis  and  seriousness,  he  gave  out  the  ful- 
lowinjj  pai'odj  : — 

"  When  Flint,  a  student,  to  procure 
A  wife  to  Hui-sley  went. 
He  met  sweet  Catherine-  told  his  wish — 
Her  parents  gave  consent." 

Comment  here  would  be  superfluous! 

1  Lord's  Day,  December  25.  was  passed  at  Horsley:  the  fullowing  Fnd.iy 
evening  he  preached  for  the  Rev.  James  Hinton,  at  Oxford,  and  commenced  his 
labours  at  Northampton  ou  New  Tear's  Day. 

^  See  volume  of  "  Christian  Ministers,"  in  the  anecdote  scries  of  the  Eelidious 
Tract  tfocielv.  '' 
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It  should  have  been  remarked,  that  the  name  of  Mr.  Flint 
having  reached  the  church  in  Wild  Street,  London,  then  recently 
deprived  by  death  of  Dr.  Samuel  Stennett,  after  a  pastorate  of 
forty-seven  years,  my  father  was  invited  to  supply  there  for  two 
Sabbaths,  in  October  of  the  last  year.  Far  from  being  elated 
by  the  invitation,  it  only  prompted  to  more  earnest  prayer,  and 
renewed  dedication  of  his  powers  to  his  Master's  service.  In 
lines  never  expected  by  him  to  meet  the  eyes  of  others,^  he 
thus  appeals  to  Omniscience — "  Thou  knowest  my  heart,  that  I 
had  rather  be  the  pastor  of  that  church  where  I  can  be  most 
useful,  however  little  reputation  and  honour  I  may  receive,  than 
be  placed  over  any  people  among  whom  Thou  hast  not  called  me 
to  labour."  This  brief  engagement  led  to  his  preaching  for 
them  through  the  month  of  March  in  this  year  ;^  he  then 
assented  to  an  earnest  request  to  renew  his  services  during  July, 
August,  and  September,  before  the  expiration  of  which  period  a 
formal  application  was  made  by  the  church  that,  as  a  final  pro- 
bation for  the  pastorate,  he  should  continue  his  labours  another 
three  months.'  These  extended  ministrations  were  attended 
with  a  large  increase  of  the  congregation— the  conversion  of 
souls,*  and  the  "  strong  attachment  towards  him  of  a  consider- 
able majority  of  the  church."  This  was  the  bright  side  of  the 
scene,  but  it  had  its  shade  ;  he  discovered  that  the  people  were 


^  "  The  design  of  secrecy  which  obviously  pervades  almost  every  page  of  hia 
diary,  adds  greatly  to  its  value,  erhibitiug  as  it  does  the  very  iuterior  of  his  cha- 
racter." — Memoir,  p.  32. 

2  June,  1797,  was  passed  at  Asliford,  when  he  disclosed  to  his  parents  the  in- 
tiuiiicy  he  had  formed  with  Miss  Francis. 

3  Between  these  engagements  he  tuuk  a  fortnight  for  Horsley  and  Bristol.  A 
glance  at  the  hardships  which  even  then  attended  travelling,  as  compared  with 
our  facilities,  may  escite  a  proper  feeling  of  thankfalness.  He  writes—"  Friday, 
October  20,  I  left  Bristol  on  the  coach  at  four  a.m.,  and  did  not  arrive  in  London 
till  half-past  twelve  at  night,  having  taken  a  severe  cold  from  long  exposure  to 
the  weather.'^  This  was  on  one  of  the  leading  mail  roada.  Now  the  express 
train  makes  the  run  in  three  hours! 

*  He  first  administered  the  ordinance  of  Baptism  here,  and  to  converts  to  hia 
ministry. 
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not  united  amongst  themselves,  and  that  a  few  individuals  who 
were  inimical  to  him  (and  long  deterred  any  minister  from 
settling  over  them)  would  peril  his  peace  and  comfort — a  con- 
clusion which  "  led  him  at  first  to  hesitate,  and  at  length  to 
relinquish  all  thought  of  becoming  their  pastor."'  "V\Tiile  with 
them,  he  officiated  on  one  prominent  occa.'sion.  He  was  appointed 
by  the  church  to  preach  on  Monday,  November  27,  the  ninety- 
fourth  annual  sermon  in  commemoration  of  "  The  Great  Strrm," 
and  it  being  the  undeviating  custom  to  announce  the  service 
previously  in  all  the  Baptist  congregations  in  London,  the 
audience  was  always  large  and  respectable.  His  text  was, 
Ps.  Iviii.  11.-  Although  this  early  introduction  to  the  metropolis 
terminated  without  his  settlement,  it  was  productive  of  benefit ; 
it  brought  him  into  connection  with  his  brethren  there,  several 
of  whose  pulpits  he  occupied,  receiving  many  warm  expressions 
of  kindness,  especially  from  the  Rev.  Joseph  Hughes,  then  of 
Battersea,  Dr.  Eippon,  and  the  venerable  Abraham  Booth, 
whom  he  alludes  to  as  his  "  sincere  friend  and  adviser." 

Mr.  Flint  having  concluded  his  services  in  town  on  January  7, 
1798,  preached  the  next  Lord's  Day  at  Horsley,  prior  to  his 
retui'n  to  Bristol — soon,  however,  to  resume  distant  duties.  The 
Eev.  Samuel  Pearce  having  engaged  to  itinerate  a  fortnight  on 
behalf  of  the  Baptist  Mission,  my  father  was  invited  to  supply 
in  his  absence,  and  accordingly  preached  at  Birmingham  on  the 
28th  instant,  and  following  Sunday,  to  "  large  and  attentive 
audiences."^     His  studies  had  been  so  greatly  interrupted,  that 

'  Some  months  after,  the  church  urged  the  reconsideration  of  his  decision, 
but  without  success. 

^  See  pa^e  27.  Several  remarkable  men  had  been  connected  with  Wild  Street 
Chapel.  De  Foe  "  usuailj  attended"  there,  and  was  "  always  present"  at  the 
annual  lecture  referred  to;  John  Howard  was  devotedly  attacljed  to  the  ministry 
of  Dr.  Stennetti  and  Thomas  Laugher,  formerly  of  Christ's  Church  College, 
Oxford,  who  died  in  181*J,  at  the  age  of  one  hundred  and  twelve  years,  was 
among  the  regular  worshippers.  With  wonderful  memory  the  centenarian  would 
relate  his  having  seen  Queen  Anne  ride  to  the  House  of  Peers  on  a  pillion,  be- 
hind the  Lord  Chancellor. 

■*  ilia  labours  were  not  hght ;  he  preached  here  five  times  in  each  week;  nor 
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he  purposed  now  to  remain  at  College  to  tlie  close  of  the  session, 
iu  June,  when  he  would  visit  Kent  ;  but  the  resolve  was  broken 
almost  as  soon  as  made.  The  church  over  which  the  Eevs. 
Birt  and  Steaiiman  presided,  at  Plymoutli  Dock,  having  jjur-  I 
chased  in  the  town  another  chapel,  remote  from  their  own,  had, 
on  opening  it,  secured  popular  preachere,  and  now  strenuously 
urged  his  occupying  the  pulpit  for  four  Sabbatlis — a  request 
with  which  his  tutor  advised  compliance.  April  the  tirst,^  and 
the  three  following  Sundays,  was  the  period  assigned  him  :  liis 
labours  were  attended  with  much  enjoyment  to  himself  and 
acceptance  to  the  congregation,  and  his  immediate  successor  wa.s 
the  Eev.  B.  Francis. 

Friday,  May  18,  my  father  records  taking  part  in  a  service  so 
memorable,  that  by  both  my  lamented  parents  its  remembrance 
was  ever  regarded  as  sacred.  On  that  day  it  was  the  happiness 
of  Mr.  Francis  to  baptize,  at  Shortwood,-  with  eleven  other 
candidates,  his  two  only  daughters.  My  father  preached  on  the 
occasion,  and  was  so  afi'ected  as  to  require  great  self-control. 
'  Several  circumstances  contributed  to  render  his  journey  to 
Kent  agreeable  ;  he  left  Bristol  Tuesday,  May  29,  in  company 
with  Dr.  Ilyland,  to  attend  the  Western  Association  of  Baptist 
Churches  at  Salisbury,'  where,  meeting  his  old  tutor,  Mr.  Kings- 
bury, he  returned  with  him  to   Southampton,  and  ministered  to 

wt-re  these  services  unusual  whon  fi-om  home.  In  a  letto)-,  dated  February  14, 
179d.  frniij  Mr.  Peiiri'e  tu  my  fullier.  alluding  to  these  engageuienls.  he  adds— 
*■  I  shall  esteem  it  a  privilege  to  rely  upon  you  for  help,  should  the  Mission 
business  call  me  again  from  htjme.  May  success  aLd  comfort  attend  you  in 
every  place,  till  we  meet  in  heaven.     Affectionately  yours.  &c." 

^  Arriving  there  the  previous  afternoon,  ho  hastened  from  the  coach  to  the 
dockyard,  to  witness  the  launch  of  an  eighty-gun  ship. 

*  It  will  be  esplauatury  to  remark  liere  that  Shortwood  is  the  site  of  the 
chapel,  Ticmore  End  the  residence  of  its  pastor,  Nailsworth  the  town  which  has 
arisen  with  the  cloth  manufacture,  anil  Horsiey  the  extensive  parish  including 
each,  as  also  the  ancient  village  where  stands  the  church,  and  a  large  juil  for 
that  division  of  the  county. 

'^  Both  mv  grandfather  Francis  and  ray  father  took  part  in  those  services. — 
See  an  extended  account  in  Dr.  fiippon's  Baptist  Re.jMer  for  179fi,  p.  83. 
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his  people  on  the  ensuing  Lord's  Day.  Visiting  his  imcle  and 
aunt  Berry,  at  ^Newbury,  Mr.  Flint  seemed  to  complete  a  family 
party,  comprising  hia  brother  Abmham,  and  uncle,  Joseph 
Fenner,  all  of  whom,  on  Friday,  June  8,  repaired  to  Reading  to 
hear  Mr.  Francis  preach  at  the  ordination  of  the  Rev.  John 
Holloway.i  The  following  Sabbath  my  father  officiated  for 
Mr.  HoUoway,  and  the  next  morning  the  brothers  started  for 
Ashford. 

Contrary  to  his  intentions,  Mr.  Flint's  conne.xion  with  Bristol 
had  now  virtually  closed,  for  scarcely  had  he  resumed  his  studies 
there,  on  July  27,  when  he  was  attacked  by  severe  illness  of  a 
febrile  character,  which  entirely  prostrated  his  strength.  As 
soon  as  it  was  sufficiently  restored  to  admit  of  travelling,  his 
medical  attendant  advised  his  resorting  to  his  native  air,  and 
about  the  middle  of  September  he  accordingly  reached  Ashford.^ 
The  means  used  were  blessed  to  his  recovery,  accelerated  pro- 
bably by  the  inspiring  influence  of  his  parents  having  invited 
Miss  Francis  to  spend  two  months  with  them ;  such,  however, 
•was  her  innate,  retiring  modesty,  that  only  an  imperative  sense 
of  duty  could  overcome  her  reluctance  to  the  visit.  She 
amved  November  9,'  and  extended  her  stay  till  Monday, 
March  4,  1799  ;  this  long  interview  secured  to  her  the  affection 
of  those  to  whom  she  was  about  to  become  related ;  nor  was  it 


1  See  Baptist  Register,  p.  151.  It  was  tlie  iirst  introduction  of  these  rela- 
tives  to  Mr.  Francis,  and  I  tliink  tlie  jiiurrev  wbii-U  my  uncle  Abraham  took 
with  his  father's  phaeton,  when  he  so  narrowly  escaped  being  robbed  by  a  high- 
wavman,  well  mounted,  as  be  approached  London. 

2  Friday  evenini',  September  11,  his  brother  Abraham  kindly  met  him  at 
M.iidstone  with  their  father's  chaise,  and  Saturday,  in  their  way  home,  took 
him  to  the  renowned  Dr.  Diamond,  of  Staplehurst,  who  pronounced  his  symptoms 
not  to  be  of  a  consumptive  nature.  ,  ,    .  , 

3  My  mother  left  Horsley,  by  coach,  for  London,  Tuesday,  6th  instant,  passed 
the  two  following  days  with  her  cousin  Davis,  50,  Aldermanbury,  and  on  Friday 
allernoon  was  met  at  Ospringe  by  her  devoted  lover,  who  escorted  her  to  Ash- 
ford. The  letter  is  preserved  in  which  she  informs  her  parents  of  her  safe 
arri'-.Tl,  and  conveys  the  impression  received  on  her  Iirst  mtroduction  to  the 
family.' 


100    GEN.  VI.  1777-1819.      THOMAS  FLINT.  Colhrje. 


ever  forfeited,  for  to  Ler  honour  be  it  told  that  during  her  con- 
nection of  forty-five  years  with  the  family,  her  prudence,  gentle- 
ness, and  amiability,  preserved  her  from  strife  with  either  of  its 
members. 

A[y  father  had  been  but  a  few  weeks  in  Ashford,^  when  an 
event  transpired  which  decided  his  first  settlement  as  a  minister.- 
The  venerable  Benjamin  Francis,  finding  himself  inadequate  to 
the  discharge  of  the  arduous   labours  which  had  long  devolved 
on  him,  sought  the  aid  of  a  co-pastor.     To  no  individual  could 
he  look  with  such  desire  as  to  his  expected  son-in-law,  and  the 
j  church,  who  had  had  repeated  opportimities  of  listening  to  his 
j  ministrations,   cherished  towards  him  a  "  hearty  esteem,"  and 
j  most   cordially  and   unanimously   concurred   in   their  pastor's 
I  wishes.     The  invitation  was  received  with  prayerful  considera- 
tion,  and   one   brief  quotation  from  extended  remarks  in  Mr. 
I  Flint's  diary  will  in  part  reveal  the  motives  which  led  to  its 
j  acceptance  : — "  The  people  are  in  general  plain  and  spiritual  ; 
I  this  will  be  serviceable  to  my  own  heart,  and  guard  me  from 
j   many  temptations  to  which  I  might  be  exposed  in  some  other 
congregations.     Mr.   Francis,  as  an  aged  minister,  will  be  able 
to  guide  me  in  the  most  critical  period  of  my  life — he  can  teach 
me   the  wisdom  of  a  longer  experience — he   can   hear  my  dis- 
courses, and  improve  me  by  his  observations  on  my  sermons.^ 
To  this  I  may  add  that  my  occasional  services  at  Shortwood 

*  During  his  long  stay  there  he  was  happy  when  occupying  neighbouring 
pulpits;  one  instance  1  must  mention.  On  Lord's  Day,  November  25,  1793,  be 
preached  thrice  at  Mill  Bay,  Folkestone,  to  which  he  makes  the  following 
reference: — "Through  all  parts  of  the  day  the  Lord  seemed  at  my  right  hand, 
for  I  felt  most  powerfully  in  my  own  heart  the  subjects  I  discussed  ;  nor  do  I 
ever  recollect  to  have  seen  so  many  cheeks  bathed  in  tears  as  during  the  whole 
of  these  services.  I  would  record  it  to  the  praise  of  the  Divine  goodness  that 
many  were  seen  to  weep  heartily  to-day  who  before  were  not  known  to  have 
shed  a  tear.  In  the  evening  the  house  was  crowded.  I  hope  never  to  forget 
the  sweetness  of  this  Sabbath." — Diary. 

*  He  regarded  my  father  as  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  any  preacher  of  his  years 
whom  he  had  known  ;  and  I  have  heard  my  mother  state  that,  so  excited  at 
times  was  Mr.  Francis  when  hearing  him,  that  he  would  involuntarily  tap  the 
floor  of  the  pew  with  Uia  walkisg-cane. 
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havelaeen  attended  with  a  Divine  blessing."  Having  conducted 
my  mother  home  to  Horsley,  my  father  returned  to  Bristol,  only 
to  take  leave  of  his  tutors,  whose  lasting  esteem  he  had  secured, 
as  also  the  life-long  friendship  of  many  of  his  fellow-students.^ 
Whether  on  his  entering  the  CoUege  he  had  designed,  as  did 
some  of  his  contemporaries  on  leaving,  to  repair  to  a  Scotch 
University,  and  there  take  honours,  I  know  not.^  This  is  evi- 
dent, that  in  such  case  his  early  marriage  must  have  been 
deferred,  and  the  settlement  at  Shortwood  relinquished  :  neither 
can  it  be  predicated  that  the  step  would  have  been  productive  of 
unalloyed  advantage,  as  instances  have  occurred  in  which  "  a 
chill  has  been  taken  in  crossing  the  Tweed,"  and  the  preacher 
has  learned  to  substitute  cold  intellectuality  for  evangelical 
truth. 

iS'o  impediment  now  presented  itself  to  the  desired  union  of 
my  parents,  whose  intimacy  had  existed  more  than  two  years 
and  a  half,  and  if  conjugal  felicity  may  most  be  hoped  for 
where  the  direction  and  blessing  of  God  have  been  devoutly 
sought,  it  might  be  anticipated  here.  As  with  my  father  every 
contemplated  movement  was  regarded  in  relation  to  the  in- 
fluence it  would  probably  exert  on  his  ministerial  character  and '" 
usefulness,  the  secret  pages  of  his  diary  bear  evidence  how  cod' 
stantly  and  earnestly  he  prayed  that  in  these  respects  the 
Divine  favour  might  attend  the  connection.  Tuesday,  June  4, 
1799,  witnessed  their  happy  marriage,  at  Horsley  Church  ;  all  • 
was   simple,  and   void  of  display,    nor   were   attendant  friends    ■ 

1  Of  these  the  following  became  most  known  in  the  churches; — The  Eeva.  | 
F.  A.  Cox,  LL.D.,  F.  A.S.,  Hackney  ;  Roberts,  Bristol  ;  Saumlers,  M.A..  Frome,  ! 
and  afterwards  of  Liverpool;  KUpiu,  Eieter;  Franklin,  Coventrv ;  Uowe,  | 
Weymouth;  Coles,  M.A.,  Bourton  ;  Griffin,  London;  Tvso,  Wallinsford  ;  ' 
Trotman,  Tewkesbury  ;  Gray,  Northampton  ;  and  Joshua  M'arshman,  D.D.,  of 
Serampore. 

■^  This  was  another  of  the  shamefully  intolerant  enactments  which  Dissenters 
hiid  to  endure.  The  Baptist  College,'  Bristol,  is  now  ntfiliated  to  the  Li3iidon 
University,  and  at  length  (1854)  Ost'ord  and  Cambridge  hare  been  opened  to 
JJoncoulormista  to  take  degrees. 
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numerous,  the  only  relative  of  the  bridegroom  present  being  his 
brother  Abraham.  The  party  returned  to  Ticmore  End,  to  dine 
with  the  venerable  parents,  when,  after  dinner,  Mr.  Francis 
read  the  beautifully  ap]3ropriate  poem^  he  had  composed  for  the 
occasion,  the  concluding  couplets  only  of  which  can  have  space 
afforded  them  : — 

"  ADVICE    TO    SON    AND    DAUGHTER." 
DAUGHTER. 

"  Cling  to  your  husband — mind,  I  do  not  joke — 
As  the  fond  ivy  clasps  the  friendly  oak." 

SON. 
' '  Support  your  uifn,  till  ripe  with  age  she  drops,  j 

As  the  fond  oak  the  friendly  ivy  props. "  i 

Mr.  Flint  had  taken  for  his  residence  the  Box  Grove  House, 
about   two   miles  distant,  it  being  contiguous  to  a   principal  ' 
preaching  station  connected  with  Shortwood  Church,  and  where  j 
be  had  often  to  labour.     His  happiness  seemed  now  to  be  com-  { 
plete,  and  the  visit  of  his  father  from  Ashford,  in  the  autumn, 
was  peculiarly  gratifying,  from  the  paternal  interest  he  evinced  I 
in    the    welfare  of   the    newly-married    couple,   and  his   entire   j 
approval  of  the  prudence  observed  in  their  arrangements.-     The  i 
cloudless  sky  soon,  however,  became  overcast.     The  health  of  1 
Mr.    Francis   had   excited  anxiety ;    in    November  his  illness  , 
assumed  an  alarming   aspect,   and  on  the  14th  of  the  following  ( 
month,  to  the  inexpressible  gi-ief  of  his  family,  his  church,  and 
the  Chiistian  community  at  large,  he  closed  his  distinguished 
career,  in  the  sixty-fifth  year  of  his  age,   and  the  forty-tliird  of 
his  pastorate. 

■  "  The  Conjugal  Vojage."  It  wns  printed  and  appended  to  the  memoir  of 
Ml'.  Francis. 

-  Pruilence  was  indeed  required,  as  every  necpasarv  of  life  was  enormously 
dear.  Tlio  summer  hud  been  one  of  the  mo.st  wet  and  ungenial  on  record' 
"  At  Michaelmas,  1799,  wheat  sold  iit  O'Js.,  in  the  ensuing  winter  ii  rose  to  177.-i.', 
aul  IheqLinrtern  loat  to  Is.  Uiil.,  apiirnximuting  to  past  days  of  famine."— 
Marthuau,  Vol.  I.,  p.  31.  6         i-  . 
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Almost  heart-broken  by  the  bereavemeat,  my  father  writes — 
"  I  have  experienced  many  severe  afflictions  before,  but  never   j 
till  now  knew  what  it  was  to  be  plunged  so  deeply  in  the  sea  of  1 
overwhelming  distress."     Neither  inflated  nor  self-confident,  but    ■ 
unambitious   and  distrustful   of  his   own   powers,  he  estimated    | 
fully  the  loss  he  had  sustained,  and  the  difficulties  which  woidd    j 
inevitably  arise  in  succeeding  such  a  man  as  the  deceased  pastor. 
"  The  church  at  this  time  numbered  two  hundred  and  forty-one    ■ 
members,   many  residing  at  a  considerable  distance,  poor  and 
afflicted,  and  requiring  a  degree  of  watchful  superintendence  of   i 
which  none  can  judge  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  nature  of    j 
manufacturing  districts."^     After  the  lapse  of  three  months,  a    | 
day  was  set  apart  at  Shortwood  for  solemn  prayer,  to  implore    | 
the  Divine  direction  and  favour ;  subsequently  an  unanimous    j 
invitation  was  given  to  ^Mr.  Flint  to  take  the  pastorate,  and,    j 
being  accepted,  the  16th  April,  1800,-  was  fixed  for  the  ordina-    j 
tion  service.     On  this  occasion  Dr.  Eyland  gave  the  charge,  in    j 
the  presence  of  thirty-sLx  ministers,  and  an  overflowing  audience,    i 
nearly  two  thousand  persons  being  assembled.^     For  a  time  the    \ 
union   gave   promise  of  permanence  ;    the  ministrations  of  the    j 
youthful  pastisr  were  blessed   by   God  ;  and  conversions  were 
numerous,  especially  among  the  younger  portion  of  the  congre- 
gation,*   but    towards   the   close   of    1802   "  he   fouud   troubles 
arising  in  a  quarter  where  he  leivst  expected  them,"  and  from 
Christians  who  ought  to  have  evinced   greater  tenderness  and 

'  A  nearer  residence  to  SImvtwnnil  was  nnw  indispensable,  and  at  Christmas, 
I    1799.  Mr.  Flint  removed  t..  Hullinsliam  House. 

'   Eieht  days  before  tlie  b"il,  of  Hie  vvriU'r. 

'  Sel  Bapiisl  M.u,n-i,ie.  Vol.  XII..  p.  179.  In  tl,e  month  of  .Tune,  Ihi^  year, 
my  father  attended  ll.o  .is-s.icniiion  iit  Portsio.mth,  taking  llie  journcv  on  horse- 
back Friday  morning,  the  6th  insl.iiit,  he  left  there  f.,r  Ashford,  where  he 
arrived  ivii  Potworlh  and  East  Grinsteail)  the  evening  of  ihe  nes.t  dny.  having 
rode  the  same  llorse  full  .me  hundred  and  Iwenly  miles  aci-.iss  Sussei  and  Weahl 
of  Kent  roads,  then  proverbial  as  ainonu".t  the  worst  in  Kngland. 

»  During  his  short  pastorate  it  was  his  happiness  to  add  tnrtv -eight  members 
to  the  church,  two  onlv  uf  whom  were  rcccive.1  from  other  churches. 
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forbearance  towards  one  who  had  strong  claims  on  both.  Dis- 
affection discovered  itself  in  dissatisfaction  with  his  preaching, 
wliich  probably  had  been  better  adapted  to  awaken  the  thought- 
less and  slumbering,  than  to  meet  the  full  requirements  of  aged 
believers,  who  had  long  listened  to  addresses  so  rich  in 
Christian  experience  as  those  of  their  late  gifted  pastor.  Many 
ministers,  cast  in  a  sterner  mould  (like  my  father's  successor), 
would  have  retained  their  position,  scarcely  conscious  of  dis- 
comfort ;  but  his  sensibilities  were  too  refined  for  this,  and  in 
June,  1803,  he  resigned  his  office,  although  "  solicitously  urged 
to  retain  it  by  a  very  large  majority."  It  would  be  erroneous  to 
suppose  that  this  trial  tended  to  lessen  his  attachment  to  those 
principles  of  congregational  church-government,  which  he  re- 
garded as  of  Scriptural  authority,  and  therefore  not  to  be 
superseded  by  any  system  based  on  mere  human  expediency. 
The  evils  to  be  complained  of  were  not  attributable  to  the 
system,  but  to  the  imperfections  of  those  who  professed  to  be 
governed  by  it,  and  if  Paul  was  subjected  to  similar  trials,  no 
other  minister  of  Christ  could  expect  exemption. 

As  the  diary  concludes  here,^  and  gives  a  deep  insight  into 
the  character  of  the  writer,  a  few  remarks  on  this  period  of  his 
life  may  be  appropriately  introduced.  It  bears  indubitable 
evidence  to  his  deep-toned  personal  piety.  For  some  years  he 
had  devoted  a  portion  of  the  day,  at  noon,  to  secret  prayer,  nor 
did  he  allow  trifling  obstacles  to  interfere  with  its  observance. 
With  him  the  Inner  life  was  a  continued  conflict ;  introspection 
was  faithful  and  constant ;  and  numerous  are  those  secret 
records,  showing  that  failings  in  temper  or  conduct  were  not 
extenuated,  much  less  tolerated,  but  followed  by  sincere  humilia- 
tion and  sorrow.     The  one  prevailing  desire  of  his  soul  was  to 

'  It  osteniicd  from  November,  1796,  to  April,  1803,  and  was  laid  aside  wilU- 
oul  lii3  knowledge,  by  my  mother. 


GEN.  VI.  1777—1819.         THOMAS  FLINT.  Vley. 


be  rendered  useful  in  his  sacred  calling,  and  his  ceaseless  prayer 
that,  by  Divine  aid,  he  might  maintain  a  holy  and  consistent 
course.  If  at  this  time  his  sermons  had  been  somewhat  too 
-  florid  in  their  style,  still  they  were  truly  evangelical,  and 
addressed  both  to  the  head  and  the  heart.  "  I  can  say,"  he 
remarks,  "  I  am  never  so  happy  in  the  ministry  as  when  I  am 
able  to  be  most  spu'itual  and  moat  plain."'  Often,  with  a  kind 
of  blessed  contagion,  the  emotions  of  the  preacher  were  caught 
by  the  hearers,  and  the  audience  might  be  seen  melted  to  tears. 
Arduous  and  self-denying  were  his  labours  ;  complaining  of  ex- 
haustion, he  says — "  I  have  preached  nine  times  in  nine  days  ; 
the  Lord  knows  my  heart  is  not  cold,  but  my  poor  weak  body 
is  unequal  to  the  ardour  of  my  souL"  It  will  be  observed  at 
the  close  of  my  father's  career,  that  the  graces  here  discoverable 
had  kno^vn  no  change  but  that  of  maturity. 

On  Mr.  Flint's  retiring  from  Shortwood,  the  church  at  Uley, 
five  miles  distant,^  and  then  destitute  of  a  pastor,  immediately 
sought  his  services.  It  was  a  mixed  society  of  Independents 
and  Baptists,  the  former  at  that  time  considerably  prepon- 
derating  both  in  number  and  influence  ;  a  unanimous  invitation 
to  take  the  oversight  of  them  soon  followed,  and  many  con- 
siderations conduced  to  its  favourable  reception.  Laudably 
desirous  at  this  early  part  of  his  ministry  of  lajdng  yet  more 
deeply  and  widely  the  foundations  of  knowledge,  my  father 
wished  for  a  station  presenting  an  ample  field  of  labour,  with 
seclusion,  which  would  admit  of  closer  application  to  reading 
and  study  than  the  habits  of  town  and  city  life  frequently  allow  ; 
besides  which,  freedom  from  the  rivah-y  of  talented  ministers 

'  Very  careful  was  he  as  to  the  frame  of  mind  in  which  he  entered  the  pulpit. 
In  his  diary  he  writes—"  I  took  tea  to-day  [Sunday]  with  a  party  of  Clinatiaii 
friends,  but  the  conversation  was  of  so  general  a  character  as  quite  to  unlit  me 
for  the  evening  service.      I  will  do  titit  no  more." 

-  riey  IS  situated  two  miles  east  of  Dursley,  a  respectable  mai'ket-town,  at  the 
foot  of  Stmcbcuuib,  and  now  approached  by  railway. 
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was  a  desideratum  scarcely  less  iufluential.  In  these  respects 
Uley  met  his  predilectioas ;  the  district  was  populous,'  aud 
very  imperfectly  supplied  with  the  Gospel ;  iii  connection  with 
the  parent  church  were  preaching  stations  in  the  adjacent 
vUlages,  and  the  people  were  plain,  warm-hearted,  and  pious . 
Neither,  with  one  whose  warmth  of  affection  ever  prompted  to 
social  intercourse,  could  the  circumstance  be  inoperative  that 
Horsley  was  still  the  residence  of  his  brother  Abraham,  his 
venerated  mother-in-law,  and  a  circle  of  sincere  and  unwavering 
friends,  from  whom  separation  wculd  have  proved  a  severe 
trial." 

Yov  nearly  three  years  after  accepting  the  pastorate,  he  con- 
tinued to  reside  at  HoUingham ;  but,  even  with  a  covered 
vehicle,  which  he  was  necessitated  to  keep,  the  inconveniences 
of  those  constant  journeys  were  great.'  This  was  remedied  in 
March,  180G,  when  he  removed  to  a  lovely  abode  near  Uley, 
erected  for  his  occupation  by  a  member  of  his  congregation. 
Our  home  was  a  solitary  dwelling,  standing  apart  from  all  others, 
with  "  its  own  particular  environment,  giving  to  it  a  distinct- 
ness, a  blessed  isolation  from  all  commoner  and  less  sacred 
things.  Its  whole  surrounding  circumstances  thus  became  more 
vivid,  and  crowded  the  young  mind  with  those  pictured  images 
and   scenes   which    in    after    years   give   charm  and    pathos  to 


'  The  cloth  mnnufactiire  tlion  flnurislied  in  the  viilley,  and  thrcp  lnr<fe  mnim- 
fucturers  were  connected  with  tlie  chnpel,  one  beinor  the  fntiier  of  the  lule  W.  F. 
Lloyd,  Esq..  of  the  Helisious  Tract  Society.  Now  the  sound  of  tix-  loom  is  n.>t 
benrti  in  the  neig^hbourhnod  ;  tlie  greiit  factories  have  been  taken  down,  or  stand 
in  ruins,  and  tlie  operatives  have  emigmteil.  or  sought  employ  in  other  districts. 

2  Till  1807  Mr.  Flint's  resources  had  been  increa.=cd  by  a  yeaidy  stipend  from 
his  father.  He  now  became  a  slee]iing  partner  in  the  brewei-y,  receivini;  for  a 
short  time  4'300,  and  afterwards  f  4<X)  per  aimum.  I  should  not  stale  this,  hut 
that  I  am  \vrili>i;j  only  for  my  relatives  ;  the  infornuition  relei-s  to  one  who  has 
been  deceased  fort  v  years,  and  to  a  future  generation  it  mav  be  intei-estino^. 

3  The  mm\  lay  t'liroush  the  "  Latter  Wood,"  grandly  impressive  in  ilssolilude 
and  gloom.  Olli'ii  in  boyhond  ilid  I  there  gaze  reverently  on  the  "Gospel 
Beeeii,"  a  tr;idil  innni  memorial  of  the  times  of  pei-secution.  Coru-fJelda  now 
cover  that  district.  >iilii  siauely  a  tree  lo  relieve  the  landscape. 
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;  memory."!  -j-i^g  scenery  amidst  -which  it  stood  is  too  picturesque 
to  be  passed  unnoticed.  The  valley,  naiTow  and  deep,  about 
tliree  miles  in  length,  opened  into  the   magnificent  vale  of  the 


Se\ein  ,  the  L  ft\ ,  ind  almo=;t  preoipitous  hills,  -nere  oo-seroil  to  I 
their  summits  with  beech-wodls  of  dense  foliage,  which,  as  the  I 
season  advanced,  assumed  every  variety  of  tint,  from  the  love-  i 
liest  green  to  the  richest  hues  of  autumn,  while  numerous  rills,  i 
ever  sparlding,  and  vocal  even  when  concealed,  hastened  from  ' 

1  Life  of  Rev.  T.  Binvs.  Pastor  of  Kihi/th,  p.  114. 
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their  rocky  beds  to  supply  the  one  central  stream,  which  added 
beauty  to  the  scene,  and  gave  employment  to  hundreds  of 
industrious  artisans.  From  the  top  of  Uley  Bury,  one  mile 
from  the  home  of  my  boyhood,  a  landscape  presented  itself,  so 
extended  in  its  range,  so  grand  and  diversified  in  its  features, 
tliat  I  can  affirm,  from  personal  observation,  it  is  without  a  rival 
in  the  eastern  or  midland  counties  of  England,  i  With  parent.s 
possessed  of  an  admiration  of  all  natural  as  well  as  moral  love- 
liness, it  is  not  singular  that  their  children,  cradled  amidst  such 
scenery,  should  have  been  susceptible  of  its  charms,  and 
retained  the  influence  through  after-Ufe.  Among  my  earliest 
joyous  recollections  are  the  summer  evening  walks  which  my 
father  took  us  through  those  sylvan  shades,  or  to  some  favourite 
point  of  view,  whence  we  have  watched  the  gorgeous  sunset — 
"When  we  could  almost  think  we  gazed 
Through  golden  vistas  into  heaven  ;" 
and  listened  to  the  impressive  outpourings  of  his  spirit  on  the 
glory,  wisdom,  and  beneficence  of  the  Creator's  power. 

It  was  with  regret  that  many  of  my  father's  friends  regarded 
his  continuance  at  Uley  ;  they  considered  the  station  never  to 
have  been  adapted  to  the  full  exercise  of  his  powers,  and  that 
he  ought  to  be  occupying  a  more  influential  position.  Much 
weight  was  due  to  their  opinion,  yet,  had  his  course  been 
extended  to  the  ordinary  term  of  human  life,  this  interval  of 
seclusion  might  have  proved  a  good  preparation  for  higher 
duties.  That  it  was  not  a  lost  period  in  his  existence,  the 
records  of  eternity  wiU  disclose  ;  the  eleven  years  passed  here 
were  perhaps  the  happiest  of  his  life,  and  the  most  successful  of 
his  ministry — "  very  considerable  additions  were  made  to  the 
church  and  to  the  congregation,"  and  his  petitions  were  thus 
answered  in  the  blessing  which  God  conferred  on  his  labours. 

*  Moorp,  llall,  Cbiiirnors,  and  a  host  of  distinguished  men,  have  been  enara- 
oured  with  thi-  pruspfct.  To  the  aichceologist  ij]ey  Burv  is  one  of  the  must 
interesting  spots  in  Bfitain. 
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In  the  spring  of  1814,  circumstances  which  had  no  connection 
■wiih  the  church  led  to  his  removal  from  Uley. 

Although  in  the  county  of  Gloucester  Baptist  churches  were 
numerous,  the  denomination  had  remained  unrepresented  in  the 
city,  where  evangelical  religion  was  in  a  languid  state.  At  this 
period  some  friends  to  the  object  had  commenced  the  attempt 
there,  and  my  father  disinterestedly  engaged  for  three  years  to 
test  its  success  ;  but  they  had  relied  so  strongly  on  the  talents 
and  character  of  the  minister,  as  to  regard  as  of  secondary  im- 
portance that  which  proved  to  be  an  insuperable  obstacle.  The 
building  they  had  fitted  up  was  mean,  unshapely,  and  bore  no 
external  resemblance  to  a  chapel ;  and  as  to  the  site,  its  obscurity 
woidd  almost  have  protected  the  worshippers  from  molestation 
in  the  days  of  the  Stuarts.  The  pastor's  labours  were  not  un- 
blessed ;  but  he  felt  that  the  erection  of  a  suitable  edifice,  in  an 
eligible  part  of  the  city,  was  imperatively  necessary,  and,  with- 
out increased  aid,  he  declined  uniting  in  such  responsibility. ^ 
At  the  expiration  of  the  period  referred  to,  he  therefore  con- 
sidered himself  as  freed  from  his  engagement,  and,  to  the  deep 
regret  of  th^  infant  church,  relinquished  his  charge.-  Brief  as 
was  his  residence  in  Gloucester,  it  admitted  of  pleasing  reminis- 
cences— the  church  had  derived  essential  benefit  from  his 
labours'' — his  people  cherished  toward  him  a  sincere  regard — he 
contracted  there  some  lasting  friendships^ — it  led  to  his  taking 

^  Aftpr  struggling  on  some  jears,  a  respectable  ebapel  was  erected  in  a  Hesir- 
abie  part  of  tbe  eily. 

-  I  well  remember  the  frequent  calls  my  father  had  about  this  time  from  a 
printer's  apprentice  in  humble  attire—  it  waa  the  future  Dr.  Medhurst,  of  im- 
mortal niemorv  as  relates  to  China  ! 

'  The  late  Her.  J.  M.  Soule,  of  Battersea  (just  deceased,  November,  1873), 
waa  a  distinguished  seal  to  his  labours.  Mr.  Soule  snjs,  in  a  letter — "  To  his 
ministry  under  God  I  owe  my  interest  in  Christ,  aud  the  blessings-of  His  king- 
dom." 

'  Among  his  warmest  friends  and  principal  supporters  was  Mr.  Kendall. 
This  gentleman,  in  l»lo,  began  running  a  little  steamboat,  of  4-borse  power— 
the  Sabrina— from  Gloucester  to  W.jicester,  one  of  the  earliest  boats  iu  British 
waters.  It  carried  twenty  passengers,  and  against  the  stream  made  about  tiTe 
knots  an  hour. 
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a  more  prominent  part  at  public  religious  meetings — his  inter-  j 
course  witli  other  churches  was  extended. — and  though  nut  | 
exempt  from  domestic  affliction,  it  had  been  to  him  a  period  if  | 
much  felicity.  1  | 

On  its  becoming  known  that  Mr.  Flint  would  leave  Glo;i-   j 
cester,  several  applications  were  addressed  to  him  from  vacant   ; 
churches,  but  that  to  which  he  responded  was  from  Wej'moutli,    j 
where  the  cause  had  just  been  deprived  by  death  of  its  pastor,    | 
the  excellent  Mr.  Eowe,  in  the  midst  of  his  days  and  usefidiiess.    j 
After  three   probationary  Sabbaths,   he  received  a  unanimous 
call   from   the   church,   and  the   feeling   of   satisfaction  being 
mutual,  he  removed  thither,   with  his  family,  in  November, 
1817,^  and  "entered  on  this  new  sphere  of  his  ministry  vrith 
the  most  flattering  prospect  of  long  enjoyment."     The  families 
connected    with  the  interest  were   numerous  and   respectable, 
and  among  them  were  some  individuals  of  superior  intellect, 
but  the  congregation,  both  in  its  character  and  numbers,  was 
influenced  much  by  local  circumstances.     The  town,  besides  the 
attractions  of  scenery  and   climate,  had  not  lost  the  prestige 
which  the  patronage  of  royalty  had  long  confen-ed  on  it,  and 
was  the  resort  in  winter,  as  well  as  in  summer,  of  a  select  class 
of  visitors,   many  of  whom  became  my  father's  hearers.      An 
increasing  acquaintance  with  his  people  strengthened  his  attach- 
ment toward  them,  and  the  success  that  attended  his  labours 
rendered   every  duty  light.     On  the  first,  and  two  following 
days   of    June,    1819,3    jj^g    Western   Association   of    Baptist 

1  His  residence  (excepting  a  short  time  at  King's  Holmo)  was  at  Eose  Cot- 
tage, near  St.  Mark's  Square,  a  truly  clerical  abode,  its  prior  occupant  for  many 
years  having  been  the  Archdeacon  of  the  Diocese.  la  the  autumn  of  1815  my 
father  was  visited  there  by  Robert  Hall,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Hall.  I  recollect 
his  great  conversational  powers,  and  the  Intense  interest  he  excited. 

-  He  arrived  theie  on  the  14th  instant,  and  soon  made  No.  40,  Thomas 
Sti-eot,  his  6nal  residence. 

5  Early  in  this  year  my  father  received  an  invitation  from  the  Committee  of 
the  Baptist  Mission  to  preach  one  of  the  two  sermons  delivered  in  London  on 
the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society.     Much  to  the  regret  of  his  friends,  hia  re 
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Clmfches  held  at  Weymouth  a  most  interesting  series  of 
services,  at  wliicli  he  presided  as  Moderator,  and  read  the 
Circular  Letter  he  had  prepared,  and  that  shortly  was  to  be 
regarded  as  his  legacy  to  the  churches.'  If  the  period  were  to 
have  been  chosen  Ln  my  father's  history  when  his  family  and 
friends  would  have  viewed  him  with  the  liveliest  interest  and 
delight,  it  would  have  been  on  this  occasion  ;  yet  might  the 
expressions  of  esteem  and  gratulation  fi'om  his  assembled 
brethren  be  compared  to  that  fi'agrant  ointment,  which  proved 
i  but  the  precursor  of  burial.  He  "  had  fulfilled  his  course,"  and 
unconsciously  was  taking  his  farewell  of  those  who  have  since 
joined  him  in  pui'er  and  nobler  worship.- 

It  was  probably  about  the  close  of  the  following  mouth  that 
my  father,  accompanied  by  two  friends,  having  taken  an 
evening  walk  to  the  Chesil  Beach,  he  lingered  there  too  long, 
when  but  slightly  clad ;  the  same  night  rigours  and  feverisJi 
symptoms  indicated  tlie  severe  cold  he  had  caught,  but,  attach- 
ing little  importance  to  his  indisposition,  he  delayed  for  some 
time  applying  to  his  medical  attendant.  Less  painful  would 
have  been  our  approaching  trial  had  we  considered  that  the 
treatment  adopted  at  this  stage  of  his  illness  had  been  the 
most  judicious.  The  cold  having  settled  on  the  bowels,  had 
closed  the  fine  ducts  and  lacteals  which  take  up  the  nutriment, 
so  that  emaciation  and  debUity  gradually  increased.  For  a  few 
Sabbaths  he  continued  to  occupy  the  pulpit.  His  last  service 
was  on  a  Lord's  Day  morning,   when,   having  preached  with 

tiring  habits  induced  liim  Ui  decline.  The  other  preiicher  was  the  Rey.  W. 
Ward,  of  Serampore. 

1  Its  subject  was,  "  The  Duties  ot'  Church  Members  ;"  several  copies  are  pre- 
served.    (8fo.,  pp.  12). 

-  The  ministers  who  preached  were  the  Revs.  Ward,  of  Serampore:  Koberts 

and  Crisp,  of  Bristol ;    Saunders,  of  Frome  ;  Safferv,  of  Sali-ibury  ;  and  Hawkins, 

of  Portsea,  who  became  Mr.  Flint's  successor.     The  venerable  Dr.  Ryland  also 

}    took  part  in  the  services.     On  one  of  the  three  days  my  father  had  the  pleasui'e 

of  entertainiDg  the  whole  of  the  ministers  to  diuner  in  his  Ubrary. 
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more  than  onliuary  pathos,  both  himself  and  his  audience  being 
the  objects  of  deep  emotion,  he  concluded  his  discourse  in  the 
words  of  his  text,  "  It  is  finished,"  and  no  more  opened  his  lips 
in  public. 

Change  of  air  being  recommended,  he  was  taken  to  jSfails- 
worth,  where  during  a  few  weeks  he  received  from  relatives  and 
friends  every  attention  which  affection  and  sympathy  could 
dictate.  Eminent  medical  advice  was  obtained,  but  it  was  too 
late  ;  the  physician^  pronounced  the  case  to  be  hopeless,  and  the 
awful  secret  was  revealed  to  him.  He  heard  it  with  the  utmost 
composure,  and  resolved  on  returning  to  Weymouth  :  "  Let  me 
return,"  said  he,  with  characteristic  warmth,  while  some  of  his 
friends  were  dissuading  him  from  undertaking  so  long  a  journey 
— "  Let  me  return  to  my  dear  people :  they  have  had  my 
labours — they  have  my  heart — and  they  shall  have  my  ashes." 

As  his  disease  was  making  rapid  progress,  no  time  was  to  be 
lost.  On  Wednesday,  September  29,  accompanied  by  Mrs. 
Flint  and  his  two  eldest  children,  he  commenced  the  journey, 
accomplishing  it  in  three  days.  As  the  carriage  was  moving 
slowly  up  the  hill  from  NaUsworth,  looking  around  on  the 
highly  picturesque  scenery,  he  said — "  How  often  have  I  made 
those  hills  and  vales  resound  with  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel." 
Passing  through  Frome,  he  sent  for  tlie  Eev.  Samuel  Saunders,^ 
with  whom  he  had  a  brief  but  affecting  interview  :  "  We  have 
known  each  other,"  he  exclaimed,  "  for  many  years,  we  have 
always  loved  as  brothers,  and  now  I  have  one  request  to  make — 
it  is,  that  at  my  death  you  wUl  visit  my  mourning  family  and 
people,  and  preach  my  funeral  sermon  :"  his  voice  faltered,  he 
grasped  the  hand  of  his  friend,  pressed  it  to  his  dying  Kps,  and 

'  Dr.  Barron,  of  Gloucosteri  the  son-in-law  and  biographer  of  Jenner. 
'  The  late  estimable  rector  of  St.  Ann's,  Blacli^friars,  London,  who  eipired  in 
bis  pulpit,  was  his  brother. 
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saw  Lim  no  more.  After  he  had  recovered  in  some  measure 
Irom  the  fatigue  of  his  journey,  he  desired  that  all  the  members 
of  his  church  might  see  him,  two  or  three  at  a  time,  and,  as  on 
the  verge  of  the  grave,  he  gave  to  each  of  them  his  dnug 
charge,  and  exhorted  them  all,  with  astonishing  earnestness,  to 
purity  of  life,  to  mutual  love,  and  to  perseverance  in  the  ways 
of  God.  His  experience  during  his  affliction  was  very  tranquil 
— "  I  have  had,"  he  observed,  "  neither  raptures  nor  doubts  ; 
the  glorious  doctrines  I  preached  and  lived  on  in  the  days  of  my 
health,  are  my  support  in  the  prospect  of  dissolution."  In- 
capable of  receiving  nourishment,  his  frame  had  become  greatly 
attenuated,  and  as  the  malady  produced  excessive  torpor,  his 
sensibilities  were  consequently  deadened,  and  he  spoke  but 
little.  After  articulation  had  failed,  the  writer  said  to  him, 
"  Father,  if  you  are  happy,  make  some  sign ;"  he  raised  his 
withered  hand,  waved  it  lq  triumph  around  his  head,  and 
shortly  after  fell  asleep  in  Jesus,  on  the  noon  of  Lord's  Day, 
October  31,  1819,  Ln  the  furty-third  year  of  his  age. 

• "  Sure  the  last  end 


Of  the  good  man  ia  peace  !     How  calm  his  exit  ! 
Night  dews  fall  not  more  gently  to  the  ground, 
Nor  weary,  worn-out  wimla  expire  so  soft. " 

His  remains  were  deposited  in  a  vault,  in  the  small  inclosed 
space  at  the  side  of  the  chapel  in  Bank  Buildings.  The  estima- 
tion in  which  he  had  been  held  was  strikingly  manifested  on 
that  moiunful  occasion  :  uninvited,  about  one  hundred  and  forty 
individuals,  clad  in  the  habUiments  of  sorrow,  formed  part  of 
the  procession  from  the  late  residence  of  the  deceased  to  the 
chapel,  which  hteraUy  became  "  a  place  of  weeping."  On  the 
following  day,  Sunday,  November  7,  Mr.  Saunders  delivered 
the  funeral  discourse,  but  such  was  the  concourse  assembled, 
both    within    and    without    the     sanctuary,    that,    before    Mr. 


114    GEN.  VI.  1777—1819.        THOMAS  FLINT.  Character. 

Saunders  could  commence  the  semce,  he  had  to  announce  his 
intention  to  defer  his  return  home  on  the  morrow,  and  in  the 
evening  again  preach  the  same  sermon  in  the  Independent 
Chapel,  which  was  also  thronged.^  A  neat  marble  tablet  to  the 
memory  of  the  departed  has  been  erected  by  his  children, 
immediately  above  the  pew  long  occupied  by  their  sorrowing 
mother  and  themselves.^ 

I  attempt  not  the  analysis  of  the  character  of  my  honoured 
parent,  but  its  more  prominent  elements  are  presented  in  the 
following  brief  observations  : — As  a  Christian,  he  was  eminently 
devout  :  this  was  rendered  evident  by  the  spirit  which  pervaded 
his  services  in  the  sanctuary,  and  was  yet  more  so  to  those  who 
saw  him  daily  in  the  privacy  of  the  family,  and  who  morning 
and  evening  were  privileged  to  meet  with  him  at  the  domestic 
altar.  With  great  tenderness  of  conscience,  he  had  a  salutary 
fear  lest  he  might  in  any  manner  sully  his  Christian  profession  ; 
distrustfiTl  of  himself,  he  walked  circumspectly,  ever  relying  on 
Divine  aid,  and  thus  was  enabled  to  review  the  past  with  grati- 
tude and  joy.     dSo  engagements  were  suflered  to  intrude  on  his 

1  The  discourse,  on  Hebrews  xiii.  7,  "  Eemember  them  which  have  the  rule 
over  jou,  who  liuvc  spolien  urio  juu  the  wurd  of  God:  whose  tuith  Ibilow,  con- 
sidering the  end  of  their  conversation,"  is  prefixed  to  his  memoir  (or  obituary, 
^  rather),  of  my  fiither.  The  severe  domestic  atBiction  to  which  Mr.  Saunders 
i  was  subjected  iit  ihat  period,  together  with  a  pressure  of  duties,  rendered  it  a 
[  husly  and  imperfect  tribute  of  friendship ;  I  have  therefore  taken  hut  little 
i  from  it,  preferring  to  rely  on  my  own  recollections  and  impressions,  aided  by 
\     those  of  others. 

j  Here  let  me  state  that,  previously  to  his  undertnking  the  task,  I  had,  at  the 

I  request  of  my  family,  applied  unsuccessfully  to  the  Eev.  Joseph  Hughes,  as  the 
most  qualified  friend  to  become  the  biogmpher  of  my  father.  Their  muluiil 
regard  hud  known  no  change.  After  a  happy  visit  to  my  parent,  in  Sepleujber, 
1818,  Mr.  Hughes  writes—"  But  mark  the  lot  of  human  natuie.  Mortals  ai-e 
either  associated  to  their  cost,  or  separated  to  their*  sorrow.  In  the  former 
instance  they  are  mutually  injurious  ;  in  the  latter  they  regret  that  their  inter- 
views aj'e  so  rare  and  so  short.  Well,  if  those  who  wish  to  be  detained  longer 
in  each  other's  company  belong  to  the  roi/al  family  of  Heaven,  they  will  meet 
at  last,  and  hold  everlasting  intercourse  in  a  better  world.— Kemember  me  most 
kindly  to  Mrs.  and  Miss  Flint,  and  each  of  the  children,  especially  to  her  who 
requested  that  a  penny  might  be  given  from  her  little  stock  to  the  Bible  Socieiy, 
without  her  name." 
'^  Sec  Appendix  L. 
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closet  duties.  His  Sabbaths  were  days  of  entire  sjcliision ; 
rising  early,  he  retu'ed  to  his  study,  and  thence,  and  from 
bended  knees,  he  invariably  repaired  to  the  pulpit  ■}  nor  would 
he  sanction  any  trifling  conversation  on  the  sacred  day.  His 
doctriual  tenets  were  those  of  moderate  Calvinism — coinciding, 
probably,  more  with  Andrew  Fuller  than  with  any  other 
divine.  With  unflinching  grasp  he  held  to  the  slowly-received 
teaching  of  the  ^'ew  Testament — that  the  religion  of  Christ  is 
exclusively  personal  in  its  character,  admitting  no  proxy,  acknow- 
ledging no  hereditary  privilege,  and  is  applicable  only  to 
responsible  moral  agents.  Eeference  to  his  views  ou  com- 
munion is  needless,  when  it  is  remembered  that  at  Uloy  he 
presided  over  a  mixed,  yet  united  church.  Towards  all  those 
great  and  glorious  societies  which  have  given  to  modern 
Christianity  its  aggressive  character,  he  cherished  the  warmest 
attachment,  and  especially  so  to  the  Baptist  Foreign  Mission.- 
Though  firmly  attached  to  the  principles  of  his  own  denomina- 
tion,^ and  ever  ready,  when  required,  to  defend  them,  he  was  no 
bigot,  his  friendships  were  not  restricted  by  sect  or  party,  and 
in  every  sincere  and  consistent  believer  he  recognised  a  brother 
and  a  friend. 

Although  in  describing  my  father's  ministerial  qualifications, 
Mr.  Saunders  restricts  his  remarks  to  a  sentence  or  two,  they  are 
so  just  and  emphatic  as  scarcely  to  render  necessary  those  which 

1  Of  him,  as  of  the  venerated  Jav,  it  mi^ht  be  said — '*  In  tliis  practice  dnulii- 
less  may  bo  found  one  of  the  elements  of  his  efficiency.  He  came  as  truin  che 
Uiviue  Presence,  wilh  a  message  from  God  to  man."— See  Life,  p.  2i7.  Wkh 
llie  justly-entitled"'  Prince  of  Preachers,"  my  father  was  on  mosl  friendly  terms. 
Calling  one  day  when  he  hnppened  to  be  in  his  garden,  and  following  him 
thither  without  immediately  finding  him,  the  well-known  voice  discovered  the 
retreat  with — "  Ah  !  brother  Flint,  so  you  havB  t'uund  the  Jay  in  the  cherry- 
tree." 

2  In  1803  his  name,  with  that  of  his  brother  Abrahum,  appears  in  the 
"  Periodical  Accoums"  in  the  then  scanty  list  of  annual  subscribers. 

3  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Baptist  Magazine,  and  his  name,  ns.^n- 
ciated  with  thoie  of  other  ministers,  occurs  011  the  tille-poge  of  the  lirst  U'\.  n 
Volumes. 
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I  have  presumed  to  add.  "  As  a  preacJier,"  he  writes,  "  our  dear 
brother  was  very  superior.  His  miud  was  comprehensive,  hia 
perception  clear,  his  memory  retentive,  his  -imagination  vi\'id 
and  his  command  of  language  extraordinary.  Such  were  the 
just  and  striking  sentiments  that  distinguished  his  composition, 
and  such  was  the  command  of  his  address,  that  no  intelligent 
I  person  could  hear  him  without  feeling  himself  obliged  to  listen 
to  his  instructions,  how  little  interest  soever  he  might  feel  in  the 
subject."^  Gifted  vpith  a  vigorous  and  refined  imagination,  and 
skilled  in  the  use  of  metaphor,  it  is  admitted  that  at  the  com- 
mencement of  his  public  labours  these  powers  were  not  kept  in 
due  restraint ;  but  the  fault  was  perceived  and  checked,  and  his 
style  in  maturer  years  became  more  chastened,  though  not  defi- 
cient in  the  ornate.^  His  preparation  for  the  pulpit  was  most 
careful.  Believing  that  that  which  had  cost  him  little  labour 
was  likely  to  be  as  little  worthy  of  the  attention  of  others,  he 
studied  closely  not  merely  for  special  occasions,  but  likewise  for 
his  ordinary  services.  If  there  be  any  correctness  in  the  remaik 
that  he  was  "  too  fond  of  preaching  gi-eat  sermons,"^  be  it 
I  remembered  that  they  were  ever  spiritual,  consisting  not  of 
[  logical  demonstration  or  metaphysical  subtleties,  and  that  if,  to 
J    use  the  modern   phrase,  they  were   "  well  thought   out,"   they 

1^  Memoir,  p.  56.  Striking  instances  of  this  might  be  given  ;  the  following  is 
one  only  of  many  ; — My  futher,  at  an  ordination  at  Colelord,  accepted  the  part 
of  assigning  the  "  Eeasons  for  Dissent  from  the  Established  Church."  Impelled 
by  curiosity,  three  resident  clergymen  attended  the  service,  and  at  its  close  one 
.  of  them  remarked  to  his  brethren,  "  I  wish  the  Bench  of  Bishops  had  been 
present  to  hear  what  this  Nonconformist  has  advanced  in  defence  of  his  princi- 
ples." 

2  With  so  much  of  the  imaginative  in  his  mental  structure,  it  is  somewhat  an 
anomaly  that  he  evinced  little  relish  for  poetry.  The  "Iliad,"  and  "  Paradise 
Lost,"  were  the  only  poems  which  I  remember  to  have  had  his  admiration — in- 
dications of  high,  though  restricted  taste.  To  the  charms  of  music  he  was 
wholly  insensible,  and,  lie  his  brothers  and  sisters,  waa  gil'ted  with  no  power  of 
song. 

^  "History  of  the  Church  at  Shortwood,"  p.  52.  Had  the  author  been  but 
half  as  anxious  to  remedy  his  own  failings  as  lie  was  vigilant  to  detect  and  ex- 
hibit those  of  others,  he  would  have  been  a  far  m<'re  auimble  man. 
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were  equally  well  fell  out  also.  His  abiding  desire  was  that  his 
soul  might  be  deeply  imbued  with  the  subject  of  his  ministni- 
tion,  and  this  imparted  that  earnestness  to  his  addresses  which 
formed  the  prominent  feature  of  his  ministry,  convincing  all 
who  heard  him  that  the  truths  he  advanced  were  those  which 
he  himself  had  handled,  tasted,  and  felt.  With  him  it  was  not 
enough  that  he  had  preached  with  fluency  and  power,  and  that 
the  thanks  and  encomiums  of  his  hearers  were  lavished  on  him, 
for  unless  his  own  spirit  had  been  pervaded  with  the  doctrine  he 
had  enforced,  he  would  return  home  dejected  and  sUent.  "  His 
anxiety  for  doing  good  was  remarkable.  The  mere  inattention 
of  a  single  hearer  was  sufficient  to  draw  tears  from  his  eyes,  and 
the  fear  of  preaching  without  producing  some  salutary  effect  on 
the  heart  would  awaken  in  him  almost  insupportable  emotion."' 
My  father  invariably  wrote  the  greater  part  of  each  sermon,  but 
though  without  notes  he  would  have  preached  in  fear,  he  rehed 
little  on  their  aid,  frequently  making  no  use  of  them,  and,  under 
the  impulse  of  the  moment,  diverging  into  new  trains  of  thought.^ 
Two  only  of  his  discourses  appeared  in  print — one  on  Isaiah 
Ix.  22,  in  the  Baptist  Magazine,  vol.  ii. ;  the  other  on  "  The 
Truth  of  Christianity,"  published  in  1811,  and  now  appended  to 
this  work  ;  they  are  fair  specimens  of  his  powers — but,  fuUy  to 
estimate  the  preacher,  his  manly  form,  commanding  voice, 
graceful  elocution,  and  impassioned  energy,  must  be  had  in 
recollection.^  It  has  been  shown  that  his  labours  were  arduous ; 
he  invariably  preached  thrice  on  the  Lord's-day,  the  afternoon 

^  Memoir,  p.  56. 

^  They  were  written  in  shorthand,  in  a  character  extremelj  neat  and  minute, 
and  rarely  occupying  more  than  a  iarge  slieet  of  note-paper.  So  powerful  was 
his  aiglit,  that  even  in  imperfect  light  he  could  read  hid  notes  on  the  desk  aa  he 
stood  erect. 

3  My  father  was  an  effective  platform-speaker.  When  attending  the  annual 
meetings  of  the  Bible  Society,  in  the  Shire  Hall,  Gloucester — good  Bishop 
Kyder  presiding — I  own  it  was  with  filial  pride  I  beheld  the  impression  he  pro- 
duced on  the  audience. 
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service   being    that    -which    was    most    numerously   attended. 
During  the  fourteen  years  of  country  residence,  the  hardships 
and  inconveniences  of  -n-hich  are  known  only  to  those  who  have 
experienced  them,  he  generally  in  the  evening  of  the  Sabbath 
preached  in  some  neighbouring  village,  two  or  three  miles  dis- 
tant, whither  he  walked  in  all  weather,  and  on  the  worst  of 
roads.     To  him  the  injunction  of  the  Apostle  was  inapplicable  : 
"  he  was  not  given  to  filthy  lucre."     Occasions  presented  them- 
selves when  he  might  have  considerably  increased  his  income 
and  his  popularity  also,  had  he  not  been  governed  by  higher 
motives.     In  no  instance  did  he  realise  more  than  one  hundred 
!    and  fifty  pounds  per  annum  by  his  ministry,  and  during  the 
I   three  years  of  his  disinterested  labours  at  Gloucester,  little  more 
I   than  the  one  half  of  that  sum.     WhUe  thus  glancing  at  his 
I   circumstances,  it  would  be  unjust  to  his  memory  not  to  state 
I   that  his  independent  position  never  betrayed  itself  in  the  autho- 
I   rity  he  exercised  over  his  church ;    neither  was  assumed  im- 
I   portance  perceptible  by  those  of  his  ministerial  brethren,  to 
I   whom  Providence  had  not  been  equally  indulgent. 
I        In  my  father  the  intellectual  and  emotional  powers  were  well 
i   balanced  :  his  heart  was  a  deep  fount  of  feeling ;  he  could  love 
intensely,  and  for  every  scene  of  suffering  or  tale  of  woe  he  had 
•   the  tear  of  sympathy.     His  disposition  was  warm  and  hasty, 
but  he  was  candid  and  forgiving ;  bitterness  found  no  lurking- 
place  in  his  bosom,  and  though  occasional  irritability  was  to  be 
regretted,  it  resembled  only  the  ripple  on  the  surface,  which 
disturbed   not   the   still   waters   beneath.^      In    early  life  his 
natural  cheerfulness  required  mucli  restraint,  or  it  would  have 

^  If  failUfulnesa  bas  indriced  tliia  admission,  I  should  add  it  was  on  those 
moraiDgs  which  were  devoted  to  the  study  of  his  sermons  that  noise  or  intrusion 
would  ruffle  his  equanimity,  and,  to  prevent  such  interruptions,  mv  mother  was 
ever  watchful.  His  work,  as  has  been  shown,  was  n.it  professional;  and  dis- 
traction of  thouphl  was  deprecated  less  than  tbe  loss  of  that  tone  of  feelinf 
which  be  felt  to  be  essential  to  success. 
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degenerated  into  levity  ;  but,  though  sobered  by  the  trials  of 
his  onward  course,  it  was  never  extinguished.^  Eegarded  in 
the  varied  relations  of  life,  my  father  was  exemplary.  As  a 
husband,  he  was  most  devoted  :  his  love  was  alike  uniform  and 
fervid ;  ever  anxious  was  he  ta  alleviate  care,  and  during  long 
seasons  of  illness  his  tender  and  unwearied  attentions  resembled 
those  of  a  faithful  nurse.  As  a  father  he  was  most  affectionate, 
and  never  so  happy  as  when  surrounded  by  his  children.  As  a 
friend,  his  warmth,  sincerity,  and  fideUty,  gave  value  to  his 
attachments.  "  Temperate  in  aU  things,"^  yet  free  from  chilling 
austerity,  those  temporal  comforts  with  which  an  indulgent 
Providence  sweetens  the  cup  of  life  were  fully  enjoyed  by  him, 
while  retaining  a  perfect  simpUcity  in  aU  his  habits.  His 
knowledge  extended  not  to  the  best  vintage  :  his  judgment 
would  have  been  at  fault  over  any  recherche  dish  ;  if  he  shone, 
it  was  not  in  jewelry  ;  if  the  gentleman  in  attire,  he  never 
approached  to  the  fop ;  if  refined  in  expression,  there  was  no 
mincing  affectation ;  if  gifted  with  conversational  powers,  they 
were  not  employed  for  display  :  an  innate  superiority,  disdaining 
that  which  is  factitious,  would  have  raised  him  above  aU  this, 
even  though  he  had  moved  in  a  higher  sphere.  Like  his  be- 
loved   mother,    he    was    aa    early   riser.      His    chief  source    of 

1  TUe  fullo^rin-  anecdote  appeared  in  the  Freeman  Newspaper  a  few  months 
since  bat  bv  whom  it  waa  contnbuted  I  cannot  ascertain  :—  bi.NOrl->(^  v. 
PREACHING  The  late  Eev.  Thomas  Flint,  of  Wevmoath  used  to  relate  an 
l-KJi  Ai.  iii->  w.   J-  ,         country  chapel,  where,  m  the  vestry,  the  cleric 

amusmgmc.dcntwhicWcurreda   acountryc^^  ^^^  ^.  ^ 

introduced  h.msel  "ffinam/io  ^™  °f  fYh°S'  ;  .'^„f„^;,erv  ces.  First  ol' all, 
rst,l':i:.^T:  mmSs  trerV^rw\^':ead"hree  m,nute3,  and  pray  ten 
1  shall  8'°B  "l."  ,  ,.  .  '  -  minutes'— and  so  tlie  worthy  man  was  app.-r- 
"::rnTth  wLi  se  i  when  Mr  Fl.nt  remarked,  '  My  good  s,r,  leave  me  to 
"^Z^:^,  wtU  leav/o-ovours,    we  shall  V^^^^^^^^^^^ 

7oa?nr  ■-•Wers.r:i°ai  Z\^J'^i  thi:  place,  and  I  w.sl  to  t.il  you 
mr  thaHhere  is  sinking  in  Heaven,  bat  there  is  no  preaching  there  -  'Very 
true,'  re  o^ed  Mr  lunt,  who  dearly  loved  a  stroke  of  ple-a.ury-'  Very  true  ; 
but  1  haie  never  heard  that  you  are  to  read  ^^e[>v'nns  there.  ^^ 

2  To  the  unnatural  and  injurious  hatiit  ol  smoiiiiif,  iie  vvb^  uc 
as  with  h,s  bi-ollier  .ibrahaui,  a  p,pe  after  sapper  was  .ndispensable. 
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amusement  had  always  been  found  in  his  garden,  in  -which  he 
would  take  even  lahorious  exercise ;  it  was  at  Weymouth  this 
recreation  was  first  lost,  and  I  believe,  much  to  the  injury 
of  his  health  ;  a  strong  inducement  having  ceased  to  quit  the 
study,  and  relieve  the  over-taxed  mental  powers  by  the 
vigorous  employment  of  the  physical.  Although  he  never 
mingled  in  political  conflict,  or  had  the  privilege  of  re 
cording  a  vote,  he  was  ardently  attached  to  the  cause  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty,  and  with  enthusiasm  witnessed  the  pro- 
ceedings of  that  patriot  band  in  the  Commons'  House,  who 
session  after  session,  though  calumniated  in  their  principles, 
frowned  on  by  royalty,  and  hated  by  government,  advocated 
those  glorious  measures,  the  success  of  which  in  my  father's  day 
appeared  almost  chimerical.  ^  It  was  his  destiny  to  retire  from 
this  mortal  scene  at  a  period  when  the  liberties  of  his  country 
were  shrouded  in  gloom,  since  it  was  not  till  1822  that  the  first 
gleams  of  approaching  light  wer3  discoverable  in  the  political 
horizon.^  Gratefully  do  I  record  the  fact  that,  firm  in  the  con- 
viction of  the  ultimate  triumph  of  his  principles,  he  carefully 
instnied  them  into  the  minds  of  his  children,  and,  had  he  been 
spared  to  old  age,  he  would  have  had  his  reward  in  seeing  in 
every  instance  they  had  been  held  with  consistency.  Of  the 
three  brothers,  he  was  the  tallest — well-proportioned,  moderately 
stout,  with  features  that  were  agreeable  and  strongly  marked  by 
intellect.     I  close  these  imperfect,  yet  truthful  remarks,  with 

•  Scarcely  with  a  secondary  interest  did  he  regard  the  operations  of  the  Pro- 
testant Society  for  the  Protection  of  Religious  Liberty,  then  under  the  able 
ujaniigument  of  John  Wilks,  afterwards  M.P.  for  Boston.  It  was  by  the 
vigtirous  proseeutioDS  it  conducted  in  all  parts  of  the  country  that  the  "  Squire 
iui<l  Pars.m  Kiots"  were  finally  suppressed,  and  rural  eongregations  permitted  to 
worship  God  in  peace.  I  remember  attending,  with  my  father,  an  assize  trial 
at  Gloucester,  when  influential  parties  were  convicted  of  a  scandalous  outrage 
on  a  Methodist  congregation  a  few  miles  from  that  city. 

2  Towards  the  close  of  his  life,  in  a  letter  to  his  venerated  uncle,  Mr.  Berry, 
he  writes — "  In  what  dreadful  days  are  we  living — how  gloomy  the  sky  which 
spreads  over  our  country — what  storms  are  prepniing  for  us  :  but  '  tlie  Lord 
rcigueth,'  and  He  says,  'Be  still,  and  know  that  I  am  God.'  " 
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the  testimony  borne  to  his  memory  by  the  bereaved  church/ 
only  adding  that  while  my  father  was  not  exempt  from  the 
failings  of  humanity,  they  were  such  as  never  dimmed  the 
lustre  of  his  character,  or  detracted  from  his  usefulness  in  the 
sacred  calling  he  sustained.  In  the  Annual,  or  Circular  Letter 
from  the  church  at  Weymouth  to  the  Associated  Churches,  they 
write  :  "  —we  refer  to  the  lamented  death  of  our  late  highly- 
esteemed  pastor,  the  Eev.  Thomas  Flint,  respecting  whom  it  is 
difficult  to  say  whether  the  delight  with  which  we  hung  on  his 
lips  in  public  was  greater  than  the  pleasure  we  realised  in  his 
private  converse,  from  observing  the  devotional  fervour  of  his 
spirit,  the  urbanity  of  his  temper,  the  pleasing  admixture  of 
dignified  decorum,  with  becoming  condescension,  which  uni- 
formly marked  his  conduct,  and  endeared  him  to  the  hearts  of 
his  numerous  friends  and  acquaintances  in  this  town.  The 
extent  and  magnitude  of  our  loss  in  the  removal  of  such  a 
minister  can  be  duly  e.stimated  by  those  only  who  were  ac- 
quainted with  his  worth."- 

My  MOTHEE — what  emotions  does  that  name  awaken — 
what  recollections  does  it  revive — what  consciousness  of  loss — 
irreparable  loss — is  associated  therewith.  Would  that  some 
abler  hand  had  recorded  thy  virtues,  and  preserved  thy  lovely 
example  for  the  imitation  of  generations  yet  to  come  ! 

'  An  Obituary  in  the  Bath  Journal,  contributed  by  an  intimate  friend,  con- 
cludes as  follows : — ''The  loss  of  this  excellent  man  will  be  severely  felt  by  a 
niourtiiti^  widow  and  eight  children,  to  whom  he  was  a  most  affectionate  bus- 
band  and  parent  ;  by  his  church  and  congregation,  who  had  been  so  often  de- 
lighted  and  edified  with  his  public  ministry  and  private  counsels  ;  bv  an 
eiidenred  circle  of  friends,  who  will  long  remember  his  cheerful  piety,  the  charms 
of  liis  conversation,  his  enhir^ed  information  and  comprehensive  views  on  all 
subjects  which  occupied  his  attention  ;  and  by  the  world,  in  which  he  eter  acted 
■nith  decision,  integrity,  and  the  most  perfect' independence." 

^  "  History  of  the  Church  at  Shortwood,"  p.  53.  I  should  have  stated  that 
my  father's  last  testamentary  arrangements  were  made  just  before  his  leaving 
Isuilsworth  ;  by  these  he  appointed  as  his  executors  his  brother  Abraham  and 
Sir.  George  Harvey,  of  Weymouth.  The  WUl  was  proved  both  in  Canterbury 
and  in  Doctors'  Commons. 
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So  extended  is  the  history  of  her  fainily,^  that  no  allusion  to 
p  irentage  or  early  life  is  required,  save  that  though  the  latter 
was  passed  in  comparative  seclusion,  she  had  not  been  excluded 
from  society.  In  her  seventeenth  year  she  spent  some  time  in 
London,  and  was  frequently  a  guest  with  her  father's  friends, 
among  others,  in  the  family  of  Dr.  Eyland,  of  BristoL^  At 
this  period  a  protracted  and  serious  illness  led  to  the  fear  that 
consumption,  which  had  desolated  the  family,  was  about  to 
assaU  her  also  ;  but  full  health  was  restored,  and  it  was  not  tiU 
after  the  trials  of  years  of  maternity  that  her  constitution  gave 
way,  no  more  to  recover  its  former  vigour.  During  this  long 
interval,  the  claims  of  religion  being  alone  regarded  as  para- 
mount, she  may  be  said  to  have  lived  for  her  offspring,  and 
largely  experienced  those  anxieties  which  are  as  much  a 
mother's  portion  as  her  joys.  It  was  in  this  character  she 
excelled,  combining  in  it  all  that  is  imitable,  and  strikingly  con- 
firming the  words  of  the  old  dramatist,  "  the  mother  in  her 
office  holds  the  key  of  the  soul."  With  dispositions  as  various 
as  are  generally  found  in  a  family  of  eight  children,  she  exer- 
cised an  entire  control  over  each — but  it  was  the  rule  of  love. 
So  intense  was  the  affection  thej'  cherished  towards  her,  that 
neither  petulance  nor  perversity  could  resist  appeals  like  the 
following  : — "  Is  this,  my  dear  child,  the  return  you  make  me 
for  all  my  care  over  you  ]"  "  Am  I  to  beheve  that  the  love  you 
profess  to  me  in  sincere,  if  you  can  grieve  me  thus  ]"  "  Will 
conduct  Like  this  bear  reflection  should  your  mother  be  taken 
from  you  1"  No  more  was  required — a  flood  of  tears,  expressions 
of  deep  regret,  and  renewed  protestations  of  attachment  in- 
variably followed.     Nor  were  higher  motives  of  obedience  ever 

^  See  Appendix  F,  Francis  family. 

2  Slie  ever  retained  a  £jrutitying  remembrance  of  the  kindness  shown  her  by 
the  Kingscote  family  :  Jenner,  who  had  married  Miss  Kingscote,  was  often  a 
guest  there,  and  was  then  intent  on  discovering  the  habits  ot  the  cuciioo. 
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forgotten  to  be  inculcated ;  we  were  seriously  reminded  of  "  the 
all-seeing  God,"  and  the  tender  admonition  would  generally  he 
accompanied  with  some  appropriate  quotation  from  the  Sacred 
volume,  or  "VVatts's  "  Divine  Songs."  As  love  was  the  governing 
principle,  so  its  mutual  influence  was  that  which  she  was  ever 
instUling  into  each  young  heart.  IS  bickerings  arose  she  would 
gather  us  around  her,  reason  on  the  evil  tendency  and  sinfulness 
of  such  tempers,  and  often,  with  tearful  eyes,  and  in  a  tone  of 
unmistakable  seriousness,  assure  us  that  "  it  would  have  been 
scarcely  more  painful  had  she  followed  us  to  the  grave  in  in- 
fancy, than  to  see  us  grow  up  a  divided  family,  deficient  in  that 
affection  which  ought  to  unite  us  as  one."i  Conscious  that 
whatever  tended  to  draw  forth  the  sympathies  of  their  possessor, 
and  to  fix  them  on  others,  must  aid  in  eradicating  that  selfish- 
ness which  is  inherent  in  a  fallen  nature,  she  spared  no  effort  to 
induce  us  to  regard  with  interest  aught  that  contributed  either 
to  the  joy  or  sorrow  of  a  brother,  sister,  or  friend.  Thus  anni- 
versaries of  birthdays  became  occasions  of  special  observance, 
and  the  habit  so  permanent  that  it  has  been  adhered  to  through 
life,  the  natal  day  never  passing  without  an  affectionate  note  of 
congratulation,  accompanied  with  some  little  memento  of  fra- 
ternal remembrance.  I  am  expressing  the  sentiments  of  those 
dearest  to  me  when  I  affirm  that  if,  as  a  family,  a  stronger  bond 
of  union  has  existed  among  us  than  with  many,  it  is  wholly 
attributable  to  early  training ;  and,  that  of  the  blessings  con- 
ferred on  us  by  the  Father  of  Mercies,  one  of  the  most  precious 
has  been  the  teachings  and  example  of  such  a  mother  1^ 

1  Her  Labitunl  counsel  was  in  (be  spirit,  if  not  in  the  words  of  one  as  good  ns 
he  was  truly  great: — "Encourage  vour  family  affections:  in  the  maiiilbld 
chances  of  life  you  may  soon  be  separnred  :  make  the  most  of  the  time  while 
you  are  yet  together." — Dr.  Arnold,  nf  Ruqby. 

2  Between  herself  and  children,  it  would  be  dilEcult  to  say  on  which  side  love 
preponderated  ;  to  interest  them,  her  resources  seemed  to  be  inexhaustible  : 
aniong  other  devices,  she  had  the  art  of  culting  out  trees,  shrubs,  flowers,  and 
birdsj  with  singular  cleverness,  and  grouping  them  most  prcttdy.    This  was  d'jne 
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It  was  during  the  last  year  of  her  residence  in  Gloucester  slio 
suffered  a  long  and  alarming  illness,  wliicli  threatened  to  prove 
fatal.  Her  nervous  debQity  was  extreme,  and  so  excited  were 
the  powers  of  sensation,  that  her  chamber  was  darkened,  those 
who  entered  it  were  deprived  of  shoes,  and  fire  was  extinguished 
because  the  noise  of  its  flame  was  insupportable.!  No  bodily 
pain  admitted  of  comparison  with  what  she  then  endured  ;  but 
God  graciously  restored  her,  and  removal  to  Weymouth  con- 
tributed much  to  strengthen  her  shattered  frame. 

Two  years,  however,  had  not  elapsed  before  the  one  great 
trial  of  her  Hfe  came,  with  unexpected  and  overwhebning  force. 
5  [y,  father's  health  had  given  her  no  premonition  that  he  might 
be  cut  off  thus  early  ;  her  youngest  child  was  little  more  than 
two  years  old ;  the  relatives  and  friends  with  whom  she  had 
passed  her  days  were  far  distant ;  and  her  enfeebled  energies 
appeared  to  be  inadequate  to  conflict  with  so  trying  a  position. 
But  the  power  of  religion  sustained  her ;  forgetting  herself,  the 
claims  of  her  famUy  were  increasingly  felt,  and  for  them  she 
desired  to  live,  her  consistent  sorrow  through  the  remainder  of 
her  pilgrimage  never  ceasing  to  evidence  her  sense  of  the  magni- 
tude of  the  loss  which  both  they  and  herself  had  experienced.^ 

As  two  of  my  brothers  were  in  situations  in  Weymouth,  she 
had  then  strong  inducements  to  remain  there  ;  but,  on  the  con- 
templated marriage  of  my  eldest  sister,  and  her  removal  to 
Canterbury,  in  1826,  my  mother  decided  on  making  that  city 
her  residence  also.  Accordingly,  on  the  1st  of  May,  she  arrived 
there,  to  find  a  happy  and  congenial  home  in  the  dwelling  in 


with  ^een  paper,  afterwards  placed  or  parted  on  white.  Strange  though  it 
waa,  she  cuuid  not  design  with  the  pencil  so  correctly  as  she  did  with  the  scis- 
sors, 

^  To  the  skill  of  Dr.  Barron,  under  the  Diyine  blessing,  may  be  attributed  her 
recovery. 

2  After  my  father's  death  my  mother  was  never  seen  in  coloured  attii'e. 
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-which  she  passed,  the  remaining  eighteen  years  of  her  life.'  The 
locality  proved  to  be  peculiarly  adapted  to  her  health  :  here  she 
soon  saw  her  children,  with  one  exception,  settled  near  her,  and 
frequent  family  meetings — in  reality  re-unions — enhanced  her 
bliss.  During  many  successive  years,  each  Christmas  Day  and 
Good  Friday  witnessed  the  perfect  party,  grouped  around  her 
fireside — my  brother  from  Gloucestershire  rarely  aUowinc'  either 
inclement  weather,  or  the  engagements  of  business,  to  prevent 
his  crossing  the  kingdom  to  meet  us.  Those  were  privUe^ed 
hoius,  among  the  most  so  in  life's  history — they  were  then 
refreshing  in  their  influence — they  are  now  soothincr  in  their 
remembrance.^ 

Thus  bright  and  calm  was  the  evening  of  her  days,  when  a 
cloud  arose  to  darken  the  sky.  In  1834  the  rupture  of  a  vessel 
on  the  lungs  revealed  the  fact  that  those  organs  were  more 
diseased  than  had  been  supposed,  necessitating  from  that  time 
an  entire  change  in  her  habits.  During  five  months  in  each 
year  she  now  rarely  left  her  abode,  and  then  to  be  taken  in  a 
sedan  to  the  sanctuary,  and  though  my  beloved  brother  Fenner 
Ludd,  continued  to  reside  with  her  till  her  decease,  devotini^  his 
life  to  the  promotion  of  her  happiness,  the  hours  she  passed  in 
solitude  were  many,  and  probably  the  most  numerous.  To 
those  who  have  not  been  called  to  exchange  active  life  for  entire 
seclusion,  and  in  feebleness  to  become  dependent  on  the  services 
of  others,  the  trial  cannot  be  fuUy  estimated  ;  yet,  instead  of  its 
e.\citing  gloom  and  acerbity,  she  was  ever  cheerful  aud  r^si^ned 
no   murmur  was  heard,  but  rather  a  readiness   to  contrast  her 

'  The  house,  deliglitfullv  siluated  in  the  Dane  John,  was  the  siilh  flora  Wat- 
ling  Street,  in  the  row  abutting  on  that  thoroughlare,  and  laced  both  the  centre 
and  teiTuce  wallis.  Had  that  lovely  spot  been  her  o«n,  it  could  not  have  been 
more  admired. 

2  My  dear  parent  enjoyed  several  pleasing  excursions.  In  1828  she  accom- 
panied myself  and  other  relatives  to  the  Isle  of  Wight,  twice  to  Tunbridge 
Wells,  uqU  to  some  other  places.  ° 
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condition  Tvitli  that  of  numbers  far  less  favoured.  Eeluctaut  to 
allude  to  her  own  aUments,  she  was  most  particular  in  her 
inquiries  after  those  of  others,  expressing  a  measure  of  sympathy 
she  might  rather  have  claimed  than  imparted.  Nor  were  little 
acts  of  kindness  and  charity  forgotten ;  in  these  she  still  de- 
lighted, and  could  her  attendance  on  the  means  of  grace  have 
been  more  frequent,  her  every  desire  would  have  been  gratified. 
Brief  was  the  intimation  which  increased  indisposition  gave 
that  the  closing  scene  had  arrived.  On  Wednesday,  March  1 .3, 
1844,  my  mother  ajjpeared  better  than  usual,  and  we  had 
remarked  to  her  that  the  doors  of  her  prison  would  soon  be 
opened  (alas  !  too  soon  for  us)  by  lovely  spring  again  inviting 
her  forth.  In  the  evening,  with  much  emotion,  she  took  leave 
of  my  valued  friend,  the  Eev.  J.  M.  Cramp,  and  his  family,  then 
about  to  quit  our  shores  for  America.^  The  following  morning 
she  complained  of  a  slight  cold  on  the  lungs,  and  arose,  but  re- 
mained in  her  chamber ;  the  symptoms  did  not  yield  to  medical 
treatment ;  on  Saturday,  she  was  ill,  yet  had  we  repeatedly  seen 
her  worse,  nor  was  it  till  Sunday  our  fears  were  excited,  and 
even  then  we  had  no  exp',  station  that  her  departiire  was  at  hand. 
The  next  morning,  Monday,  the  18th  instant,  at  seven  o'clock, 
her  loved  son-in-law  approached  her  bedside,  and  was  appalled 
to  see  the  pallor  of  death  on  her  countenance.  WhoUy  un- 
conscious of  her  condition,  she  exclaimed,  with  emphasis — 
"  Oh  !  what  a  night  I  have  passed  !  I  cannot  describe  it.  I 
have  been  in  a  new  world,  and  in  the  company  of  angels  !" 
Shortly  after,  another  relative  revealed  to  her  the  approach  of 
death.  "  What,"  she  replied,  "  do  you  mean  it  ? — can  it  be  so  ) 
— am  I  so  near  home  1 — the  love  of  Clirist  is  overwhelming  !" 
and  these  were  nearly  the  last  words  to  which  she  gave  utter- 

>  He  lins  fur  several  yean  been   the  PiesiJcut  of  Acadia  College,  Wolfville, 
Nova  Scuiiu. 
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ance.  Jilessengers  having  been  despatched  to  Margate  and 
Eochester,  all  her  children  (her  devotedly-attached  son  Abraham 
Marsh  alone  excepted)  were  present  with  her.  Throughout  that 
memorfible  day  she  remained  in  a  state  of  quiet  stupor,  the  lungs 
being  so  loaded  with  mucus  as  to  render  respiration  difficult. 
Once  in  the  afternoon  she  opened  her  eyes,  looked  around,  and 
said,  "Glad  to  see  you  all,"  and  spoke  no  more.i  Towards 
evening  the  breathing  became  yet  more  laboured  till  shortly 
after  eight  o'clock,  when,  without  the  movement  of  a  limb  or 
the  change  of  a  feature,  just  as  a  weary  child  sinks  to  sleep  on 
the  lap  of  its  mother,  she  ceased  to  breathe,  but  so  imperceptibly 
that  to  us  the  precise  minute  was  unknown.     So  peacefully 

' '  The  Angel  of  the  coven.int 


Came,  and  all  faithful  to  his  promise,  stood 

Prepared  to  walk  with  her  tlirough  death's  dark  vale." 

We  all  kneeled  around  her  bed  in  solemn  prayer,  and  then 
retired  from  that  chamber  C07i.scwus  that  we  were  MOTHERLESS. 
On  Monday,  the  2.5th  instant,  her  precious  remains  were  attended 
to  Margate  by  the  whole  of  her  family,  and  there  deposited  in 
the  burial-ground  adjoining  the  Baptist  chapel,  in  a  vault  which 
had  been  prepared  to  receive  them.- 


1  Even  Die  Infit  book  pprused  ncquiiea  a  sncred  intovest.  Widj  lipr  it  was, 
"  Jumuicu,  Its  Past  nud  Present  blulo,"  by  tbe  Rev.  J.  PUillippo.  So  lule  as 
tlie  at'teriioon  of  Saturday  my  brotlier  Fenner  read  to  her  coutinuously  a  few 
pages,  ending  very  remarkably  witb  the  triumphant  death-bed  experience  re- 
corded at  page  409.  The  simdarity  of  her  expressions  on  the  following  ilouday 
morning  lead  us  to  believe  that  her  mind  had  been  powerfully  induenced  by  the 
passage  mentioned. 

'•i  More  properly,  a  brick  grave,  eighteen  feet  in  depth.  By  the  recently- 
enacted,  and  arbitrary  Burial  Law,  tlie  grave,  with  others  in  the  same  ground, 
was  to  be  closed  after  September,  1856,  although  in  this  case  but  oue  iiiti-rmelit 
(and  that  in  lead)  had  taken  place,  and  the  vault  and  tomb  had  cost  nearly  .tBU. 
I  uiemoriahzed  the  Lords  in  Council  in  vain  ;  but  in  February,  1S57,  the  Home 
Secretary,  Sir  G.  Grey,  somewhat  relaxed  these  restrictions,  so  that  ot  our  family 
tlie  unmarried  sons,  and  those  without  issue,  can  be  interred  with  their  mother. 
I  .\t   the  death  o!  my  brother,  Thomas  Kest,  in  18(j8,  a  fomdy  grave  was  cou- 
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In  my  lamented  parent  tliere  were  certain  traits  of  cliaracter 
■which  stood  out  so  prominently  as  to  constitute  perfect  indi- 
viduality ;  of  these,  a  rare  disinterestedness  was  the  most 
observable.  Selfishness  was  alike  odious  to  her  whether  masked 
by  attempted  concealment  or  exhibited  in  its  more  palpable  and 
repulsive  forms.  ^  Eegardless  of  sacrifices,  she  was  ever  pre- 
ferring the  interests  of  others  to  her  own,  and  so  uniformly  did 
this  principle  pervade  her  conduct,  that  it  was  evident  she  had 
learned  of  Him,  who  throughout  His  life  of  beneficence  "  pleased 
not  Himself."^  Her  humility  was  genuine  and  deep.  Imbued 
with  this  grace,  "she  entertained  those  abasing  views  of  herself 
calculated  to  surprise  and  perplex  individuals  unacquainted  with 
the  power  of  divine  truth ;  whUe  as  the  humble  disciple  of 
Jesus,  esteeming  herself  'less  than  the  least  of  all  saints,'  she 
blended  with  a  growing  conformity  to  His  image,  an  ardent 
attachment  to  the  meanest  of  His  followers."^  Her  generositij 
was  limited  only  by  prudence,  over  the  boundary  line  of  which 
there  was  sometimes  the  danger  of  its  extending.  If  ever  my 
mother  possessed  an  inquisitive  temper,  it  had  been  early  eradi- 
cated ;  and  so  nice  was  her  sense  of  lionour,  that  its  slightest 
compromise,  for  the  indulgence  of  a  prying  curiosity,  would 
have  been  as  impossible  as  the  breach  of  honesty  in  its  more 
ordinary  acceptation.  With  her  amiability  was  something  more 
than  a  negation — only  the  absence  of  that  which  is  unlovely — 


ptructed  in  llie  Margate  cemetery,  in  wbicli  he  wa^  laid,  and  the  day  previous  tn 
the  intei-inent  of  The  Cheomiclek  there,  on  November  9,  1869,  my  beloved 
uiother's  remains  were  removed,  and  placed  m  the  same  grave.  She  thus  re.sta 
between  her  two  sons.  After  nearly  twenty-sis  years'  burial,  the  outer  cotfiii 
was  but  slightly  decayed.  This  arrangement  was  prompted  by  the  certain 
security  which  attaches  to  our  public  cemeteries,] 

^  It  has  beeu  well  remarked,  that  all  sin  may  be  resolved  into  selfishness. 

2  At  times  this  was  carried  so  far  that  it  increased  the  anxieties  of  her  friends 
on  her  behalf.  Many  an  attack  of  indisposition  has  she  incurred  by  rendering 
attentions  to  otliers,  wholly  to  the  neglect  of  herself'. 

^  Obituary,  Baptist  Magazine,  vol.  xxivi.,  p.  301. 
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it  was  positive  excellence  of  disposition,  exercising  a  constant 
and  healtiiful  influence  on  others,  in  the  promotion  of  peace, 
union,  and  love.^  "  In  the  important  relation  of  the  pastor's 
wife,  she  was  eminently  discreet,  and  materially  assisted  in 
lightening  the  labours  of  her  husband.-  With  the  anxious 
inquirer  she  sympathized  under  difficulties ;  to  the  young  she 
imparted  encouragement ;  and  to  the  afflicted  consolation."  To 
my  mother's  mental  powers  and  refined  sensibilities  reference 
shall  be  made  by  a  friend  more  qualified,  and  less  liable  to  bias 
than  myself.  She  read  much,  excelled  in  conversation,  and 
from  her  letters  a  selection  might  be  made  not  inferior  to  many 
which  have  appeared  in  the  female  biographies  of  her  day. 
Music,  poetry,  flowers,  each  had  charms  for  her,  and  on  2fature, 
in  her  ever-varying  aspects,  she  looked  with  an  enraptured  eye.' 
There  are  few  who  enjoyed  her  society  but  would  admit  tliat  her 
manners  were  fascinating.  They  were  fashioned,  not  by  that 
mere  conventional  propriety,  constituting  a  politeness  often  as 
cold  and  insincere  as  it  is  polished ;  the  charm  consisted  in  the 
exuberance  of  good  nature — a  really  grateful  appreciation  of 
every  attention  received,  and  a  heartfelt  desire  to  impart  hap- 
piness to  those  around  her.  Such  a  disposition  ever  enjoys  its 
reward,  for  "  happiness  is  a  perfume  which  we  cannot  shed  upon 
others  without  a  few  drops  falling  on  ourselves."     In  these  out- 


*  In  confirmation  of  this,  I  cannot  refrain  from  repeating  the  fact  tliat 
throughout  her  long  and  close  connection  with  the  Flint  family,  she  was  never 
involved  in  discord  with  an  individual  belunginff  to  it. 

2  Her  influence  on  my  father  was  invai-iably  for  good — her  love,  however 
ardent,  was  not  stricken  with  blindness  — she  nurtured  not  his  foibles. 

■*  In  music  she  was  unskilled,  but  possessed  a  good  ear,  and  in  youth  a  pleas- 
ing voice.  Her  favourite  poets  were  Young,  Cowper,  and  Watts,  and  of  their 
strains  she  had  treasured  largciv  in  memory.  Flowers  with  my  dear  parent 
seemed  to  be  companions  ;  and  as  to  Nature,  whether  mantled  in  winter'ssuow, 
or  radiant  in  summer's  sunshine,  it  was  to  her  replete  with  beauty.  My  mother 
had  a  strong  antiquarian  taste — to  visit  ancient  structures,  or  their  mouldering 
remains,  was  her  delight:  "or  could  her  chil.lren  please"  her  more  than  by  pre- 
senting her  with  roin.i,  fossils,  or  little  articles  of  curiosity,  of  which  she  Lud  an 
interesting  collcctiuu. 
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lines  far  be  it  from  me  to  depict  her  as  faultless  ;  siie  had  imper- 
fections, but  they  resembled  the  spots  on  the  disc  of  the  great 
luminary,  which  are  concealed  by  its  own  brightness. 

As  with  the  memoir  of  my  father,  I  conclude  these  remarks 
by  appending  the  testimony  borne  to  the  character  of  the  de- 
ceased by  others  to  whom  she  was  most  intimately  known.  On 
the  morning  after  her  death,  in  an  obituary  in  one  of  the  Canter- 
bury journals,  appeared  the  following  tribute,  inserted  by  the 
proprietor's  daughter,  than  whom  my  mother  had  not  a  more 
tenderly-attached  or  consistent  friend^ : — "  Possessing  a  highly- 
susceptible  and  well-informed  mind,  and  peculiarly  attractive 
manners,  combined  with  a  disposition  the  generous  and  affec- 
tionate warmth  of  which  appeared  to  banish  consideration  of 
self  in  kindliness  of  feehng  towards  others,  she  was  admired, 
esteemed,  and  beloved  by  all  comprised  in  her  very  extensive 
circle  of  acquaintance  and  friends,  whose  sympathy  for  her 
bereaved  and  sorrowing  family  wUl  be  deep  and  sincere."  To- 
wards her  pastor,  the  Eev.  William  Davies,  my  mother  cherished 
the  highest  regard  ;  and  that  inflexible  integrity,  that  scrupulous 
adherence  to  veracity  which  characterized  his  every  word  or 
action,  gives  to  his  testimony  the  utmost  value.  "  Her  retiring 
modesty,  the  sweetness  of  her  disposition,  her  tender  affection, 
unobtrusive  manner,  and  her  unassuming  and  secret  methods  of 
performing  acts  of  kindness  and  benevolence  for  others,  tended 
to  endear  her  in  no  common  measure  to  a  numerous  family 
circle,  and  to  those  Christian  friends  whose  society  she  occa- 
sionally enjoyed.  These  mental  quahties  and  Christian  excel- 
lences, for  which  we  give  praise  to  God,  will  make  her  loss  to 
be  deeply  felt  beyond  the  boundary  of  famUy  ties."^     From  a 

1  Miss  Hannah  Mai-sball  Smitbson  died  at  Canterbury,  June  29,  1852,  aged 
forty-nine,  after  a  long  and  unusually  painful  illness,  sustained  with  Christian 
fortitude. 

'  Obituary.— rZitU 
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letter  of  condolence  addressed  to  me  by  Dr.  Cramp,  a  few  days 
after  the  bereavement,  I  must  add  an  extract  : — "  The  creative 
power  of  God  fashioned  the  mind  of  the  departed  one  after  the 
most  delicate  model,  enduing  it  with  fine  powers  and  tenderest 
sensibilities ;  but  redeeming  goodness  had  done  much  more, 
sanctifying  these  powers,  and  consecrating  them  to  the  sublime 
purposes  of  the  great  salvation.  Her  keen  susceptibleness, 
though  in  some  respects  it  administered  to  pleasure,  e.xposed  her 
to  suiiering  also ;  a  mental  texture  so  exquisitely  fine  would 
necessarily  be  wounded  under  circumstances  in  which  harder 
natures  would  scarcely  feel  at  all.  This  is  now  corrected.  Her 
mind  is  far  more  susceptible  than  ever  ;  but  it  is  endowed  with 
strength,  and  is  out  of  the  reach  of  aU  hurtful  influences ;  she 
'  stands  and  bows  amongst  them  there,'  undazzled  by  the  bright- 
ness, and  unwearied  with  effort.  It  is  not  effort — it  is  the  ease 
and  bliss  of  absolute  purity — the  consciousness  of  power.  And 
she  can  endure  the  holy,  elevating  excitement  of  '  the  general 
assembly,'  without  a  wish  to  withdraw  into  privacy.  The  com- 
panionship of  flaming  seraphs  is  bearable  now  ;  the  loud  shouts 
of  holy  triumph,  and  the  voices  of  the  heavenly  harpers,  can  be 
heard  with  satisfaction — yea,  her  own  voice  mingles  with  the 
voice  of  the  blessed  before  the  throne,  exclaiming  in  tones  as 
strong  as  any  of  theirs,  '  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  slain  !'  " 
As  my  mother  was  born  Monday,  April  28,  1777,  she  was 
consequently  three  months  older  than  my  father,  and  had  nearly 
attained  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years.  In  stature  she  was  of 
middle  height,  her  figure  symmetrical,  and,  considering  her  nume- 
rous illnesses  and  maternity,  surprisingly  retained  to  the  close  of 
j  life.  Her  features  were  regular,  dehcately  feminine,  and  graced 
j  with  peculiar  sweetness  of  expression,  so  that,  if  not  handsome, 
1  she  was  higlily  interesting.  I  have  heard  it  remarked,  by  those 
I  who  were  not  my  relatives,  that  in  the  bloom  of  youth  she  was 
I  9-2 
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most  lovely  and  fasciBating.  Happily  for  her  offspring  and 
ft-iends,  a  portrait,  truthful  as  a  mirrored  image,  from  the  pencil 
of  John  LinneU,  Esq.,  one  of  the  masters  of  the  English  School, 
remains  to  confirm  the  correctness  of  these  observations.^ 

My  parents  had  issue  seven  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely — 
BENJAMIN  EKANCIS,  MAEY  ANN,  THOMAS  EEST, 
JOHN  BEERY,  ABEAHAM  MAESH,  CATHEEINE  FEAN- 
CIS,  SAMUEL  FEANCIS,  CAEEY  FULLEE,  and  FENNEE 
LUDD.2 

I.  iScnjamin  JfranciS.  Fear  not,  gentle  reader,  that 
you  are  encountering  an  autobiography.  No  object  can 
have  been  more  remote  from  my  purpose,  or  averse  to  my 
inclination,  than  that  of  rendering  this  family  history  the 
medium  for  personal  display.  On  the  contrary,  having 
collected  and  prepared  the  materials,  I  had  by  my  testa- 
mentary arrangements  deputed  to  my  beloved  brother, 
Fenner  Ludd  Flint,  the  completion  of  the  work  ;  but  a 
lengthe.ied  season  of  involuntary  seclusion  led  nie  to  com- 
mence it,  as  an  employment  during  many  solitary  hours  : 
imperceptibly  it  has  approached  its  iinish  ;  and  now,  with 
the  foUowing  reference  to  myself  (for  I  presume  that  some 
such  is  required),  I  conclude  these  Records.' 

HoUingham  was  my  birth-place,  and  Thursday,  April  24, 
1800,  my  natal  day,''  not  to  be  recorded  without  an  expres- 
sion of  devout  gratitude  to  God  for  blessing  me  with  such 
parents,   and   appointing   my   existence   in  so  favoured  a 

'  See  Appendix  P. 

2  in  the  choice  of  these  names  it  will  be  seen  how  desirous  my  parents  were 
to  rescue  from  forgetfulness  families  once  deservedly  dear  to  our  own,  but  several 
of  which  had  becnrae  extinct  in  tiie  male  brunches.  The  feeling  here  displayed 
cannot  be  too  highUi  extolh  d.  and  had  thev  given  to  my  eldest  sister  the  honuur- 
abie  name  of  PiUi.-'nsnn— Mary  Pal tenson" Flint — their  object  would  have  been 
perteutcd.  This  was  no  oversight,  as  they  knew  not  the  name  of  the  first  Mia. 
Abraham  Flint. 

3  This  was  penned  last,  and  then  inserted  in  its  proper  place.  Numerous  ad- 
ditions to  the  MS.  have  since  been  made,  and  will  be  continued  till  the  Kecords 
are  printed.     See  the  close  of  Preface. 

'  I  can  just  boast  of  liaving  lived  in  the  time  of  Cowper;  the  gentle  bard  m  ps 
cor.llicling  with  death,  while  I  was  struggling  into  life.  He  died  on  the  25ih 
inat.     Fur  a  description  of  Hnljingham,  see  Appendis  N. 
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period  of  time.  My  materual  grandfather  having  died 
four  months  previously,  it  was  decided  1  should  bear  his 
venerated  name  ;  much,  however,  to  the  dissatisfaction  of 
my  relatives  in  Kent,  who  were  desirous  that  the  tiist- 
bora  grandson  should  take  the  patronymic  of  Thoina.-^. 
Happily  for  me,  this  early  cloud  in  my  horizon  s'nui 
dispersed  ;  my  mother  was  urged  to  repeat  her  visit,  and 
at  ten  months  old,  in  her  toudlmg  arms,  I  was  introduced 
at  Ashford  to  those  by  whom  I  was  afterwards  adopted. ' 
In  the  autumn  of  1803  my  aunt  I'riscilla  took  me  from 
HoUingham  to  Canterbury,  and  from  then,  to  my  eleventh 
year,  Wincheap  was  more  my  home  than  the  paternal 
dwelling — indeed,  my  parents  regarded  with  anxiety  such 
estranging  influence,  and  perhaps  equally  the  dangers  of 
unrestricted  indulgence. 

I  was  now  sent  to  a  large  and  respectalde  boarding- 
school  at  Nailsworth,  conducted  by  a  Quaker,  a  man  of 
strong  mind,  and  admirably  qualified  for  scholastic  duties.' 
As  three  of  the  family  were  educated  by  him,  it  will  be 

'  A  Providential  deliverance  to  both  parent  and  child  occurred  while  there. 
My  Hunt  Priacilla  having  proposed  to  take  my  rauthor  a  drive  in  the  phaeton,  it 
way  decided  after  some  demurring,  that  I  should  be  left  in  the  prutFered  care  of 
mvaant  Mary.  The  two  sisters  bad  nor  proceeded  far,  before  the  horse,  which  waa 
spirued,  began  to  quicken  his  pace,  and  at  leni^tU  broke  into  a  furious  gall"p. 
Ill  her  fright  my  aunt  let  fall  the  reins  and  sprang  from  the  carriage,  sustaining 
no  injury,  though  its  height  was  considerable  ;  my  mother  retained  her  seat 
but  a  short  time,  when  by  a  bound  of  the  vehicle  she  was  thrown  violently  into 
a  hedge,  escaping  also  unhurt.  As  to  the  horse,  it  dashed  on  till  sti^pfied  by  a 
turnpike-gate,  which  it  attempted  to  leap.  It  was  parted  with  immediately 
alter. 

2  Mrs.  Gilkes  was  a  sister  of  PcU^r  Bedford,  the  Quaker  philanthropist,  and 
a  large  silk  manufaclurer  in  London.  Nvvi-r  h.ul  »chn.,lboys  a  kinder  friend 
thun  was  that  good  man  to  us.  After  his  decease  in  18tU  tlie  following  anec- 
dnte  went  the  round  of  the  newspapers; — "For  many  years  Mr.  Bedford  re- 
aided  in  SpitalHeids,  and  through  his  efforts  to  do  good  among  the  poor  and  des- 
titute he  gained  an  intluence  over  even  the  numerous  thieves  of  that  district, 
as  no  magistrate  or  body  of  police  ever  poss'-ssed.  The  late  Mr.  Harris  the 
banker,  when  on  his  wedding  tour  drove  down  Bnck  Lane.  During  a  temporary 
8t(ip[)age  of  the  carriage  the  straps  of  a  large  portmanteau  were  cat  bv  an  expert 
thiet;  to  the  consternation  of  Mr.  Harris,  as  it  contained  besides  his  w'lfe'a  bridal 
Hi-esses  some  documents  of  great  value.  In  vain  were  the  police  applied  to. 
'  Your  only  hope  is  through  Peter  Bedford.'  said  a  gentleman  ;  *if  anybody  can 
get  it,  he  can.'  Mr.  Harris  accordiugly  burned  olF  to  Stewart  Street ;  it  waa 
then  late  at  night,  but  Mr.  Bedford  immediatelv  put  on  his  hat  and  went  to  the 
house  of  Bill  Home,  a  well-known  leader  among  the  Spitalfields  thieves.  Home 
promised  to  do  his  best.  Next  morning  at  eight  o'clock  there  was  a  gentle  tap 
at  Mr.  Bedford's  door,  when  Bill,  accompanied  bv  the  actual  thief,  brought  in 
the  missing  articles  with  the  apology,  ■  If  we  had  known,  Mr.  Bedford,  the 
portmanteau  belonged  to  a  friend  of  yours,  none  ot  us  would  have  touched  u.' 
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excusable  to  add  a  few  remarks  to  those  already  made  in 
connection  with  my  brother-in-law.  To  affirm  that  he  was 
in  advance  of  his  age,  is  saying  too  little — he  was  superior 
to  the  generality  of  schoolmasters  of  the  present  day. 
Instead  of  the  "cramming  system,"  well  adapted  to 
astonish  parents  and  gratify  their  vanity,  yet  in  effect  a 
mere  burdening  of  the  memory  without  inducing  thought 
and  analysis,  or  inspiring  a  real  love  of  knowledge  by 
making  it  attractive,  he  constantly  tested  his  pupils  by 
catechetical  and  class  examinations,  much  on  the  plan  of 
our  widely-extending  British  Schools.  By  this  course  the 
precise  attainment  of  every  scholar  was  ascertained,  emu- 
lation excited,  and  voluntary  preparation  rendered  general. 
A  good  school  library  and  complete  philosophical  apparatus 
were  not  then  to  be  found  in  every  so-called  academy.  As 
regards  discipline,  comparing  my  father's  school-days  with 
present  times,  mine  was  the  transition  period — for  though 
severity  was  greatly  moderated,  pedagogues  had  still  to 
learn  that  "a  sprig  of  olive  is  worth  a  whole  grove  of 
birch."^ 

Kext  came  the  choice  of  future  occupation,  if  with  me 
preference  can  be  said  to  have  been  exercised.  Unfor- 
tunately my  fond  relatives  and  my  father  were  opposed  in 
their  views,  and  between  them  I  remained  passive  ;  the 
former  were  bent  on  agriculture,  which  the  latter  regarded 
with  aversion,  fearing  I  should  acquire  habits  of  rusticity, 
become  indilTerent  to  mental  pursuits,  and  turn  to  no  ad- 
vantage a  period  that,  judiciously  employed,  would  tend 
to  qualify  me  for  any  subsequent  engagements.  He  very 
reluctantly  assented  to  that  which  I  hoped  would  prove 
but  a  temporary  emplo)Tnent,  and  on  March  19, 1816,°  I  was 

^  One  joke  more  for  the  youngsters.  It  had  snowed  in  the  night,  when  beforG 
breakfast,  the  bojs  having  a  short  interval  for  play,  I  was  standing  at  the  cor- 
ner of  the  house  with  my  hands  primed,  and  hearing  a  chamber  window  raised, 
peeped  round  and  saw  peer  forth  the  head  of  the  French  master,  on  which  a  pro- 
fusion of  hau'-powder  had  just  been  lavished.  The  temptation  was  irresistible 
— a  straw  for  cunsequences — dash  went  a  large  snowball,  and  oh.  the  dehght 
with  which  I  watched  him  shake  his  pate  and  pick  his  ear,  and  brush  his  collar, 
while  vociferating.  "  You  'Eni^lish  deevjl,  I  wdl  have  you  punished — I  will." 
And  so  I  expecteti,  but  M.  Bezot  {a  refugee  priest)  was  a  kind-hearted  man ; 
he  remembered  his  boyish  days,  and  I  escaped  with  merely  a  reprimand. 

2  I  was  soon  inured  to  hardship.  The  cold  and  wet  summer  of  1799  excepted, 
none  like  that  of  1816  is  remembered  by  the  present  generation.  Our  wheat, 
with  all  care,  wa^  so  grown  in  the  field  as  to  be  unfit  for  food  ;  snow  covered 


GEN.  VI.  1777—1819.         THOMAS  FLINT.  Family.  135 


placed  for  three  years  with  Mr.  John  Lloyd  of  Heath  Hill 
Farm,  three  miles  from  Upton-OQ-Severn,  Worcestershire, ' 
a  most  estimable  man,  and  a  deacon  of  the  Baptist  Church 
in  that  town.  In  the  retrospect  of  these  and  the  two  suc- 
ceeding years  passed  in  Canterbury,  I  have  the  painful  re- 
flection they  were  so  much  of  existence  misappropriated  ; 
still,  had  not  my  father  yielded  to  the  wishes  of  others, 
and  I,  on  my  part,  readily  acquiesced  in  this  well-inten- 
tioned but  altogether  mistaken  training,  the  probability 
is  th.at  I  should  never  have  realized  my  after  position. 
Having  in  this  stage  of  life's  journey  trodden  a  rough 
and  diverging  road,  I  record  the  fact  that  should  any 
youthful  traveller  encounter  similar  obstacles  at  starting, 
he  may  be  encouraged  resolutely  to  plod  on  tiU  he  arrives 
at  a  smoother  path. 

In  a  previous  page  I  have  been  compelled  to  anticipate 
the  mention  of  my  commencing  business  on  March  1,  1821, 
with  my  then  cousin,  Thomas  Flint."  The  partnership 
was  brief,  as  in  18113  my  aunt  PrisciUa,  in  conformity 
■with  previous  arrangements,  conveyed  to  me  by  Deed  of 
Gift,  a  one-fourth  share  in  the  brewery  property,  subject 
to  no  other  reservation  than  that  the  income  derivable 
therefrom  should  not  commence  till  January  6,  1825.^  As 
I  am  indebted,  under  an  indulgent  Providence,  to  this 
munificent  act  for  the  temporal  enjoyments  with  which 
to  this  hour  I  have  been  blessed,  words  can  but  inade- 
quately express  the  acknowledgments  which  are  due 
to  friends  who  regarded  me  with  affection   scarcely  less 

the  barley  before  it  was  secured ;  and  on  November  14  we  stacked  our  beana. 
During  twelve  months  I  ate  bread  which  was  unwholesome.  Instead  of  loaves 
large  and  high,  the  duugh  ran  into  flat  cakes  about  four  inches  in  thickness, 
dark  as  gingerbread,  and  beneath  the  crust  so  paste-like  that  of  necessity  a 
knife  was  used  for  bread  alone;  mdeed,  I  hare  thrown  it  against  the  walls,  to  ■ 
which  it  would  adhere  till  removed.  I  may  add,  every  kind  of  grain  doubled  in 
price,  and  by  Christmas  wheat  averaged  10."3s.  per  quarter. 

'  Six  miles  distant,  and  from  the  most  favoured  point  of  view,  rose  in  the 
midst  of  a  vast  plain  the  Malvern  Hills  to  the  height  of  1440  feet,  their  entire 
and  graceful  outline  presenting  itself  at  a  ghince.  They  were  our  barometer, 
their  varying  aspect  indicating  the  probable  state  of  the  weather.  I  impose  re- 
straint, or  I  could  revel  in  the  description  of  such  scenery.  In  the  "Dispatch 
Atlas,"  Heath  Hill  Farm  ia  inserted.     See  Map  of  Worcestershire. 

^  See  page  83. 

3  With  the  promise  of  my  being  "  amply  provided  for,"  my  father,  merely  as 
an  evidence  of  paternal  regard,  bequeathed  to  me  a  legacy  of  £100.  which  not 
needing  I  relinquished. 
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thaa  parental ;  if  then,  I  have  not  more  specifically  al- 
luded to  the  obligations  conferred,  both  as  to  their  source 
and  extent,  I  feel  assured  my  heartfelt  gratitude  will  re- 
main xmquestioned,  by  those  to  whom  my  governing 
motives  are  best  known.  On  the  date  last  named  I  be- 
came the  occupant  of  No.  7,  Watling  Street,  my  home  for 
twenty-five  years.'  In  this  step  I  erred,  on  the  side  of 
extreme  prudence.  My  family  connections  in  the  city, 
position  in  business,  and  trifling  domestic  claims,  all  war- 
ranted the  choice  of  a  better  residence,  without  betraying 
self-importance  or  inconsistency.  The  love  of  a  garden 
might  have  been  indulged,  even  though  denied  a  "sunny 
shed,"  'neath  which  to  have  sheltered  a  few  favourite 
flowers.  Is  silence  still  obligatory,  or  has  its  necessity 
ceased  ?  The  truth  is,  I  began  my  career  sharing  a 
weightier  load  of  responsibility  than  presses  on  many  ; 
with  me  it  exerted  a  sobering  influence,  deep  and  abiding  ; 
I  was  conscious  my  habits  were  narrowly  observed,"  and 
caution  pervaded  my  every  movement.     But  enough. 

One  event  only  in  my  long  course  of  business  shall  have 
notice,  and  that  not  because  of  its  personal  bearing.  In 
1830  came  a  legislative  enactment  by  which  oiir  partner- 
ship property  was,  as  we  then  thought,  depreciated  one 
fourth,  but  which  proved  to  be  nearer  a  third,  in  it  mar- 
ketable value.  The  licensing  system  had  always  given  to 
the  brewers  a  monopoly  ;  government  resolved  on  its  ex- 
tinction, and  resorting  to  extremes,  passed  the  Beer  Act, 
by  which  the  opening  of  ale-houses  was  permitted  almost 
without  limitation.  No  measure  in  my  time  has  done  so 
much  to  demoralize  the  country  as  this,  and  to  destroy 
the  temperate  and  thrifty  habits  of  the  rural  population. 
Too  late  the  great  Duke  admitted  the  "mistake" — "capi- 
tal had  been  invested  " —  "the  extended  pleasures  of  the 
lower  classes  could  not  again  be  curtailed,"  and  at  the  close 

1  It  is  on  the  north  side  of,  and  abuts  on  the  Minister's  house  and  vestry  be- 
longing to  the  Countess's  Chapel. 

2  Many  years  after,  this  was  strikingly  cnnfirmed.  In  a  moment  of  hilarity 
and  unreserve,  an  individual  whose  full  cuDlicleuce  it  hart  been  much  to  our  inte- 
rest to  retain,  remarked  to  me,  "  1  do  not  n.iw  mind  telling  you,  that  for  several 
years  I  closely  watched  your  ways,  determined  to  shape  my  own  course  accord- 
ingly, but  I  became  more  and  more  satisHed.  Your  priest  (minister?)  seemed 
to  be  the  only  snare,  and  I  thought  there  were  enough  to  maintain  him  without 
jour  being  injured." 
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of  a  quarter  of  a  century,   the  injurious  tendency  of  tliat 
Act  remains  in  full  operation. 

Often — ah  !  how  often — had  the  anxious  inquiry  been 
raised,  "When,  and  in  what  manner  will  this  ponderous 
concern  be  parted  with  ?"  For  that  the  brewer}'  would 
not  be  retained  in  the  family  after  the  demise  of  the  pre 
sent  partners,  appeared  certain.  The  question  met  its 
solution  in  a  manner  the  least  expecteil,  since  the  accident 
which  terminated  fatally  to  my  esteemed  uncle  Abraham, 
in  February,  1848,  led  to  the  final  change.  Though  this 
might  have  been  deferred  tiU  the  death  of  my  aunt,  judg- 
ment sternly  dictated  that  the  proper  time  had  arrived. 
To  effect  its  disposal  by  private  contract  I  spared  no  effort, 
and  failing  in  this,  we  resolved  on  bringing  the  whole  to 
auction,  hoping  that  competition  on  the  houses  would  to 
some  extent  cover  the  enormous  loss  which  must  be  sus- 
tained on  the  plant.  The  sale  of  the  estates  took  place 
on  the  26th  and  27th  days  of  June,  1849,  at  the  Fountain 
Hotel,  Canterbury,'  and  that  of  the  brewery  effects,  on 
the  30th  and  31st  of  October  following.  Great  as  the 
sacrifice  proved,  it  did  not  exceed  our  expectations  ;  no- 
thing remained  unsold  — from  neither  tenants,  titles,  nor 
accounts,  did  difEculties  or  delays  arise,  so  that  by  Janu- 
ary 6,  1850,  the  entire  concerns,  though  of  such  magnitude, 
were  closed  ;  the  despatch  being  attributed  by  our  agent 
and  solicitors  principally  to  the  method  and  regularity  with 
which  our  transactions  had  been  conducted.' 

If  our  joys  are  evanescent,  the  record  of  our  sorrows  is 
seldom  more  enduring;  this  also  "  paaseth  away."  In 
these  pages  alone  is  preserved  the  remembrance  of  those 
crushing  cares,  which,  in  connection  with  the  brewery, 
were   experienced    by   our   grandfather    fifty   years    pre- 


1  The  freeliolil  estates,  together  with  seven  which  were  leasehold,  were  sold  in 
fifty-one  lots.  The  houses,  being  in  good  repair,  well  tenanted,  and  duing  a  fuil 
average  trade,  in  many  instances  brnugbt  high  prices  ;  but  it  was  far  otherwise 
with  the  brewery,  malthouse,  and  other  unlicensed  property.  In  the  person  of 
Mr.  V.  J.  CoUier  of  London,  we  had  selected  an  agent  highly  qualified  to  dis- 
charge the  important  trust  reposed  in  him. 

'  To  me  it  is  a  cause  of  pleasing  reflection  that  the  settlement  of  an  account 
when  presented  was  never  deferred  ;  nor  did  we  ever  di.scharge  a  claim  by  a  bill 
of  exchange.     With  no  reluctance  do  I  admit  that  in  bill  transactions  I  was  a 
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viously.'  Surely  he  must  be  stolid,  who  could  peruse  that 
narration  unmoved,  yet  a  severer  ordeal  was  that  we  were 
called  to  pass  through  in  alienating  ancestral  property 
which  had  been  held  one  hundred  and  thirty  years.  That 
trial,  in  all  its  amplitude  and  intensity,  is  known  only  to 
my  two  beloved  brothers  and  myself,  and  with  us  it  will 
be  entombed.  A  more  welcome  theme  is  the  goodness  of 
God  from  the  commencement  to  the  termination  of  our 
career ;  not  by  our  prudence  or  ability,  but  by  His  sustain- 
ing hand,  was  it  that  we  were  upheld  and  directed  ;  to  some 
feeble  extent  tbe  benefits  derived  had  by  the  recipients 
been  presented  at  His  aitar,  and  He  graciously  blessed  the 
givers.  The  long  and  eventful  retrospect  shall  close  with 
the  exclamation  of  the  grateful  Psalmist  :  ' '  Bless  the 
Lord,  0  my  soul,  and  forget  not  all  His  benefits." 

Released  from  business,  I  resolved  the  severance  should 
be  final.  As  the  engagements  my  brothers  respectively 
had  in  view  led  to  their  leaving  Canterbury,  my  removal 
naturally  followed.  With  no  transient  emotion  did  I  turn 
my  back  on  the  old  city,  endeared  by  lifelong  remini- 
scences," and  on  April  2,  1850,  quit  it  for  the  fnture  home 
of  my  brother  Fenner  ami  myself,  at  So.  6,  Addington 
Sijuare,  Margate ;  my  brothers,  resident  there,  having 
with  unremitted  kindness  done  all  that  affection  could 
suggest  to  contribute  to  my  felicity,  extended  now  through 
eighteen  happy  years. 

With  the  desire  to  relieve  the  monotony  of  these  Me- 
moirs, and  to  convey  adilitional  instruction  to  the  young, 
I  have  with  each  generation  made  reference  to  a  few  of  the 
leading  historic  events  of  that  period.  If  thus  to  have 
connected  our  ancestors  individually  with  the  "great 
facts  "  of  their  day  has  heightened  the  interest  of  life's 

1  See  page  32, 

^  This  surface  sketch  has  little  to  do  with  hjibitudes  or  feelings,  but  at  the  risk 
of  appearing  egotistic,  I  add  thus  much  of  my  (iai/_y  movements.  With  i)unctu- 
ality  scarcely  to  be  exceeded,  I  was  in  the  counting-house  every  morning  by  six 
o'clock,  except  in  the  depth  of  winter,  and  then  not  much  later,  and  as  invari- 
ably did  I  exercise  my  pedestrian  powers  for  four  miles  directly  after  breakfast. 
Tew  cities  are  encircled  with  such  charming  walks,  and  few  of  its  citizens  as 
practically  appreciated  thera  as  did  the  writer.  With  every  foot-path  I  was 
familiar  ;  cheered  in  spring  by  culling  the  earliest  wild-flowers  from  tiiose  hedge- 
rows and  shady  lanes,  while  in  autumn  the  sigh  was  prompted  by  the  sere  and 
fallen  leaf  that  rustled  in  my  path.  Solitary  rambles  were  they  full  often,  save 
the  companionship  of  my  faithful  little  terrier. 
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brief  tale,  there  are  accumulated  reasons  for  extending 
this  course  to  my  own  times,  in  that  the  last  thirty  years 
have  been,  perhaps,  the  most  eventful,  the  most  bene- 
ficially progressive,  of  any  similar  interval  in  my  country's 
annals.  To  my  contemporaries  of  the  seventh  generation 
auch  a  summary  will  be  welcome,  in  aiding  them  to  retrace 
the  vast  changes  they  have  been  privileged  to  witness  ; 
and  if,  as  I  hope,  my  little  book  shall  live,  this  page  of 
history  will  contribute  to  its  value  with  the  future 
reader. 

First,  as  immeasurably  of  the  greatest  importance,  stands 
forth  the  Reform  Act  of  1S32,  constituting  an  epoch  in  the 
history  of  Britain,  from  which  may  be  dated  her  rapid 
advance  in  civil  and  religious  liberty,  commerce,  arts, 
manufactures,  and  social  improvement — a  glorious  revo- 
lution as  to  its  results,  admitting  of  comparison  with  that 
of  16S8.  Immediately  preceding  this  measure,  two  of  high 
import  had  passed  :  the  Repeal  of  the  Teat  and  Corporation 
Act,  and  Catholic  Emancipation,  besides  which  Commer- 
cial Freedom  was  beginning  to  fix  the  attention  of  legis- 
lators, and  our  Criminal  Code,  written  in  characters  of 
blood,  had  become  less  sanguinary.  The  Amendment  of 
the  old  and  corrupt  Poor  Law  System,  "  the  great  politi- 
cal gangrene  of  Engl.and,"  succeeded  the  Reform  Bill,  as 
did  the  breaking  up  of  the  monopoly  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany, by  opening  the  trade  to  that  country.'  On  Aug.  I, 
1834,  was  tolled  the  death-knell  of  Negro  Slavery.  The 
Dissenters'  Jlarriage  Act  was  a  boon  to  Nonconformity, 
enhanced  by  the  grant  of  a  Charter  to  the  London  Uni- 
versity, and  a  National  Registration  of  Births,  Marriages, 
and  Deaths.  Though  not  complete,  the  cleansing  of  that 
Augean  stable,  the  Court  of  Chancery,  was  effectually  com- 
menced ;  while  those  sinks  of  corruption,  our  Municipal 
Corporations,  were  entirely  reformed,  and  self-election, 
with  its  inseparable  abuses,  for  ever  swept  away.  I  am 
wanting  in  epithets  when  alluding  to  the  blessing,  domes- 
tic, social,  Uterary,  commercial,  conferred  on  the  nation 
by  the  Penny  Postage,  now  supplemented  by  a  Book  Post 


'  ChroDological  order  is  not  precisely  cbserved  ;  some  of  these  events  have 
been  previously  noticed,  but  their  repetition  here  is  necessary. 
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extending  even  tn  the  Colonies.'  But  the  measure,  next  to 
that  first  mentioned,  which  involved  the  fiercest  and  most 
protracted  struggle,  and  on  which  the  welfare  of  an  em- 
pire depended,  was  the  Abolition  of  the  Corn  Laws, — 
the  triumph  of  Free  Trade  principles,  soon  after  applied 
with  advantage  to  our  Navigation  Laws.  Another  invalu- 
able Act  by  which  the  administration  of  Law  was  rendered 
prompt,  cheap,  and  accessible  to  the  humbler  classes,  has 
been  the  establishing  of  Local  or  County  Courts.  Hitherto 
our  Colonial  Dependencies  had  too  often  groaned  under 
feeble  or  selfish  misrule — they  were  now  entrusted  with 
self-government.  Since  1846  Capital  Punishment  has  been 
inflicted  alone  for  murder.  Sanitary  Regulations,  altogether 
new,  though  greatly  needed  in  our  cities  and  towns,  have 
led  to  the  prtihibition  of  intra-mural  interments,  and  the 
recent  formation  of  Public  Cemeteries.  In  the  enactments 
pertaining  to  these,  a  decided  advance  has  been  made  to- 
wards Religious  Equality — and  here  we  inadvertently 
tread  on  the  battle-ground  of  the  nfxt  thirty  years — an 
inevitable  and  mighty  moral  conflict,  yet  certain  as  to  its 
issue  ;  for  when  the  advocates  of  an  Established  Church 
have  discovered  that  its  freedom,  purity,  and  usefulness 
are  injured  by  worldly  influence  and  secular  control, 
neither  imagined  honour  nor  sordid  emolument  will  longer 
prove  a  barrier  to  its  spiritual  emancipation.  Then,  and 
not  till  then,  wdll  the  religion  of  Christ  appear  before  the 
world  in  its  primitive,  dignified,  and  controlling  attitude  ; 
its  disciples  constituting  a  holy  brotherhood,  whose  rivalry 
will  consist  in  the  extension  of  a  common  Christianity. 

To  return  from  this  digression.  The  measures  enume- 
rated, either  of  which  would  have  conferred  lasting  popu- 
larity on  a  Ministry  of  George  IIL,'''  aje  but  a  part  of  the 

1  Add  to  these  the  perfecting  and  extension  nf  tlie  Money  Order  system.  In 
ISW  the  sum  remitied  througli  the  Post  Office  was  i;311,727;  in  1856  it 
iirnoiinted  to  £11,793,656.  And  then  to  crown  the  whole,  the  P.O.  Siivings 
li  inks  offering  to  the  working-classes  the  strongest  inducements  to  provident 

^  An  orif^inal  nneedote  of  his  favourite  minister: — Among  our  tenants  w;»s 
u\iK  wbo  in  early  life  hud  liv.;d  ot  Walmer  Castle,  as  gardener  to  William  Put 
when  Premier.  Many  an  interesting  chat  respecting  him  have  I  had  with 
the  old  man,  who  would  relate  that  on  being  admitted  to  the  household,  he  was 
apprised  his  bedroom  was  so  situated,  that  he  would  probably  be  disturbed  bv 
the  sounds  sometimes  to  be  heard  £i-om  his  master's  chamber,  of  which  he  soon 
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remeilial  process  which  hag  been  3teaJiIy  ailvancing  ;  not 
a  Session  of  Parliament  passing  without  having  originated 
some  salutary  law,  or  corrected  some  long  endured  evil  of 
class  legislation.  Progress  is  not  however  to  be  traced 
wholly  to  the  Senate,  though  space  will  preclude  the 
taking  a  wider  range  Ln  this  bright  retrospect.  Of  Com- 
merce, the  harbinger  of  civilization,  peace,  and  plenty,  I 
simply  observe,  that  in  1S32  the  total  declared  value  of  our 
exports  amounted  to  £3li, 444,524,  and  that  in  1856  they 
had  reached  the  almost  incredible  sum  of  £115,890,857. 
Invention,  aided  by  natural  science,  has  seemed  to  pass 
the  boundary  of  the  supernatural,  and  has  accomplished 
wonders,  which  m  grandeur  ami  permanence  shall  remain, 
"  hke  pyramids  on  the  distant  plain  of  Time."'  And, 
directing  a  final  glance  beyond  our  own  shores,  in  search 
of  world-wide  displays  of  British  enterprise  or  prowess, 
we  see  Nineveh  disentombed,  Africa  explored.^  Kussia 
humbled,  India  re-conquered,  and  an  empire  founded  in 
the  golden  regions  of  the  Antipodes. 

This  rapid  sketch  must  not  exclude  a  similar  reference 
to  moral  advancement,  extending  to  all  classes  from  the 


li.id  audible  proof.  During  the  silent  hours  of  darkness  the  great  man  would 
rise  I'rom  bis  repose  and  pucing  his  room  appear  to  be  delivering  a  speech  in  tUe 
most  iui passioned  inunuer  :  bis  preparation  in  all  probabilirj  tor  a  commg  con- 
flict in  Parliament.  Tlie  gardens  at  the  rear  of  the  castle  were  at  this  time 
newly  laid  out,  Mr.  Pitt  taking  much  interest  in  the  alteration,  and  giving 
persnuai  directions  ;  but  in  the  midst  of  these  he  would  become  absent,  walk- 
ing to  and  fro  tor  some  time  in  silence,  and  then  (as  one  roused  trum  a  reverie) 
resume  his  superintendence,  inquiring  what  he  bad  last  planned.  During  such 
intervals  Burdcld  never  ventured  to  disturb  his  master  by  an  inquiry.  On  the 
deatu  of  the  tOrmer  I  sent  this,  with  a  few  reflections  appended,  to  the  Times, 
in  the  columns  of  which  it  appeared. 

'  Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the  modem  application  of  steam  power, 
by  which  distance  on  sea  or  bind  has  been  annihilated,  but  of  Railroads,  it  is  lett 
tti  state  thnt.  "  in  Great  Britain  alone,  at  the  end  nf  the  year  1856,  not  less  than 
£308,775,894  had  been  raised  and  espeuiled  in  the  construction  of  8635  miles 
of  railwny,  tht'ii  open  for  public  trathc — the  most  magnificent  enterprise  yet 
ui-ciimplished  ui  tins  country,  far  surpassing  all  that  has  been  achieved  bv  anv 
g.u'ernment,  or  bv  the  combined  elf.'rts  of  societv  in  anv  turmt-r  age."'  See 
••  Life  of  George  Stf  pbensoii."  The  EU-ctrie  Teli-gruph  no'w  half  uncircli-s  the 
globe,  and  has  conveyed  its  messages  to  America  .  Photogi-aphy,  in  its  varied 
processes,  seems  to  have  attained  pei-fection  :  anH  among  works  of  marvellnus 
structure  and  magnitude  may  be  named  the  Thames  Tunnel,  the  Britannia  Tu- 
Bridge,    Lord  Kosse'a  Telescope,    and    the  Great  Eastern  steam-sbip  ut 

ird  ;   the  latter  bv  Livingstone. 
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throne  to  the  cottage  ;  and,  turning  for  illustration  to  the 
former,  remarkable  as  is  the  contrast  of  the  court  of 
George  IV.  with  that  of  our  beloved  Queen.  Perceptibly 
has  mere  gross,  animal  life  given  place  to  a  somewhat 
higher  phase  of  existence.  At  the  former  period  so  preva- 
lent was  intemperance,  so  blended  with  imagined  hospi- 
tality, that  the  social  entertainment  generally  closed  with 
a  disgusting  spectacle,  revolting  to  the  female  portion 
of  the  family.  "  There  was  a  sort  of  infatuation  in  the 
supposed  dignity  and  manliness  attached  to  powers  of  deep 
potation."  Profane  swearing,  then  so  prevalent,  has  ceased 
to  be  considered  an  essential  embellishment  of  genteel  dis- 
course, or  used  as  expletive  in  ordinary  conversation  ;  but 
is  rather  the  indication  of  low-bred  vulgarity,  befitting  the 
dialect  of  godless  fools.  Duelling,  so  common  as  to  be  of 
almost  daily  occurrence,  is  wholly  abandoned,  and  honour 
is  far  more  secure  now  that  "affairs  of  honour"  are  no 
longer  settled  by  the  irrational  and  murderous  appeal.  It 
is  true  we  h.ave  a  Divorce  Court  in  full  operation  ;  never- 
theless a  great  change  in  favour  of  conjugal  virtue  has 
come  over  society  :  vice  abashed  has  found  that  neither 
station  nor  wealth  afford  protection,  and  the  delinquent 
never  escapes  being  tabooed.  Even  the  sports  of  the  people 
have  been  humanized  ;  the  bull-ring  and  the  cock- 
pit are  forgotten  ;  and  for  the  animal  creation,  humanity 
has  secured  legislative  protection  from  cruelty.'  Instead 
of  such  amusements  have  arisen  Mechanics' Institutes,  Lec- 
ture Halls,  and  Public  Libraries,  the  results  of  extended 
education  ;  while  literature,  freed  from  every  impost  or  re- 
striction, has  poured  fourth  its  stores  of  useful  knowledge 
in  the  most  attractive  forms  ;  advance  in  excellence  being 
in  inverse  progression  with  reduction  in  price  ;  till,  to  in- 
stance one  marvel  of  the  many,  the  penny  daily  newspaper 
in  all  respects  equals  that  which  thirty  years  since  was 
sold  at  six  times  that  charge.  But  these  notes  of  exulta- 
tion must  be  blended  with  those  of  lament.  As  a  truth- 
ful retrospect  silence  cannot  be  observed  in  reference  to  an 
adverse  influence  so  widely  spread  as  to  pervade  the  middle 
class  of  society — it  is  the  homage  universally  paid  to  Gen- 

I  These  barbarous  sporta  were  practised  till  1822,  when  ilr.  llartiu's  Act  was 
paaseil. 
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tUity^each  grade  attempting  to  outvie  that  which  ia  pro- 
perly above  it,  till  the  habits  of  the  last  age  are  lost,  aud 
that  which  our  fathers  regarded  as  becoming  their  position 
would  now  be  scorned — a  change  the  more  eagerly  adopted 
as  it  requires  no  moral  qualification,  no  mental  abdity,  the 
faculty  of  imitation  alone  sufficing.  When  means  are  re- 
stricted, pecuniary  embarrassment  ia  a  frequent  result,  or 
if  avoided,  by  gieat  and  concealed  sacrifices,  the  future 
happiness  of  such  families  is  often  imperilled  by  their 
false  appearances.  With  wealth  the  inconsistencj'ismuch 
lessened,  yet  in  other  respects  the  evil  is  but  mitigated  ; 
the  children  imbibe  the  tastes  of  their  parents,  probably 
to  perpetuate  them  with  diminished  resou.  ces  ;  domestic 
duties  are  regarded  as  degrading,  and  in  the  effort  to 
eclipse  a  rival  neighbour,  or  to  sustain  the  impression 
already  made  in  the  social  circle  funds  are  expended  which 
without  the  surrender  of  one  comfort  might  have  aided 
Christian  benevolence  in  its  heaven-bom  operations.  Did 
these  "  exorbitant  demands  of  over-refinement  "  tenninate 
here,  there  would  be  less  to  deplore.  GentUity  is  exert- 
ing its  intiuence  over  the  profession  of  both  religious  and 
political  principles,  and  when  brought  to  this  test  it  is  cer- 
tain which  will  be  adopted.  Nonconformity  is  likely  to 
suffer  more  injury  from  this  source  than  from  all  the  argu- 
ment and  persecution  that  have  ever  been  directed  against 
it. 

Eeliijious  progress  can  be  estimated  here  no  further  than 
by  reference  to  the  organizations  which  are  extending 
evangelical  truth.  Those  heaven-born,  unsectarian  institu- 
tions, the  glory  of  our  age,  the  Bible  and  the  Eehgious  Tract 
Societies,  have  in  their  operations  reached  a  magnitude 
which  their  founders  never  contemplated.  A  society  simi- 
lar in  its  character  and  intimately  connected  with  these, 
has  had  its  birth  and  attained  to  maturity  within  the 
period  we  are  traversing  ;  I  refer  to  the  Town  and  City 
Missions — four  hundred  faithful  agents  being  constantly 
employed  in  the  metropolis  alone.  Foreign  Missions  not 
enfeebled  thereby,  are  fast  bringing  under  culture  their 
allotted  field  of  labour — "the  field  ia  the  world.'''    Abroad 

'  The  ag^gre^nte  income  of  these,  and  a  fe^  kindred  societies,  exceeds  tbree- 
quarit'fd  of  a  million  per  annum.  To  what  will  it  have  advanced  ere  the  close 
uf  the  century  ? 
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or  at  home,  "  onward "  ia  the  motto.  Sunday  Schools 
overspread  our  land  ;  Bible  Classes,  of  comparatively  re- 
cent origin,  are  becoming  as  general  ;  Ragged  Schools,  one 
of  the  last  loving  expedients  of  Christian  philanthropy, 
are  training  the  poor  outcasts  ;  in  fact,  there  is  no  class  in 
the  community  wholly  neglected,  in  the  earnest  attempt  to 
disseminate  saving  truth.  It  is  admitted  that  this  is  the 
bright  side  of  the  scene — it  has  its  darker  shades.  The 
Church  of  England,  though  but  partiaDy  reformed,  had 
regarded  itself  as  thoroughly  Protestant — "the  bulwark 
against  Popery."  The  last  thirty  years  have  mournfully 
disproved  this.  Romish  doctrines  and  observances,  uni- 
versally known  as  Puseyism,  have  spread  widely  through 
her  communion,  infecting  even  our  Colonies  ;  and  the  per- 
verts to  Popery  have  included  a  large  number  of  her  clergy 
and  distinguished  men.'  In  antagonism  with  this,  the 
Evangelical  party  has  increased,  and  comprises  a  numerous 
body  of  Episcopalian  ministers,  whose  sound  theology, 
devoted  labours,  and  holy  lives  would  confer  honour  oa 
any  age  or  section  of  the  Church  of  Christ.  The  statistics 
of  each  denomination  of  Christians  tell  of  continued  pro- 
gress and  an  encouraging  future.  Nonconformity  has 
evangelized  Wales,  and  since  Bartholomew's  day,  1602,  no 
similar  movement  can  in  magnitude  or  religious  import- 
ance compare  with  the  secession  from  the  Scotch  Establish- 
ment, and  the  founding  of  the  Free  Church. 

Whether  the  glory  of  my  country  has  now  culminated, 
time  will  disclose  ;  there  appears  uo  such  indication,  and 
were  the  appeal  made  to  the  statesman  or  the  philanthro- 
pist, each,  but  partially  satisfied  with  the  past,  would 
point  to  an  extended  future  of  bright  augury ;  while,  as 
viewed  from  the  stand-point  of  religious  extension,  the 
territory  to  be  possessed  is  vastly  greater  than  that  which 
has  been  acquired.  StiU,  I  repeat  it,  to  have  lived  in  this 
age  is  a  cause  for  thanksgiving  to  the  Most  High.  Im- 
pressed by  this  feeling,  I  am  wanting  in  sympathy  with 
those  who,  because  their  favourite  poLtical  schemes  are 
unaccomplished,    evince   towards    the    existing    state    uf 

'  I  state  a  fact,  and  leave  otliera  to  drmv  an  inference — fjnm  the  ranks  of  Dis- 
sent not  a  minister  has  deserted  to  Etuui-. 
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things  dissatisfaction,  virulent  as  though  the  rule  of  i 
Castlereagh  and  Sidmouth  were  prolonged — dark  times, 
which  perchance  are  rarely  reverted  to  as  the  subject  of 
grateful  comparison. '  Neither  is  it  consistent  in  Christian 
teachers,  exemplars  of  charity,  who  would  be  the  readiest 
to  wiuce  were  their  own  motives  suspected  or  acts  miscon- 
strued, to  treat  the  characters  of  public  men  with  severity 
and  uncharitableuess  merited  only  by  gross  political  immo- 
rality. The  extension  of  this  spu-it  among  a  certain  class 
has  led  to  these  reflections,  which  I  close  with  an  unquali- 
fied protest  against  the  rashness  of  radicalism,  and  the 
yet  wilder  democracy  of  chartist  theories. 

II-  JrliirV!  Jltttt,  was  born  at  Hollingham,  Saturday,  No- 
vember li,  1801.  As  our  parents  had  no  further  addition 
to  their  family  till  1805,  my  sister  and  myself  for  some 
time  shared  that  wonder-discovering  affection  which  is  the 
sure  heritage  of  the  elder-born. 

The  boy — ft  little  prodigy  ! 
His  sister,  sharper  still  than  he. 

And  so  for  a  time  the  sayings  and  doings  of  the  precocious 
pair  were  described  by  lip  and  letter,  but  as  other  claim- 
ants to  parental  regard  appeared  with  equal  attractions, 
this  weakness  in  a  father's  as  well  as  a  mother's  love,  soon 
met  a  remedy.  Previously  to  Mary  Ann  being  placed  at 
a  boarding  school  she  passed  nearly  [two]  years  with  her 
Aunt  Heskins,  and  received  her  education  successively  at 
Dursley  and  Worcester.  The  eldest  daughter  in  a  nume- 
rous family,  all  of  whom,  the  -miter  excepted,  were  her 
juniors,  her  position  in  early  life  was  very  similar  to  that 
of  her  paternal  grandmother,  already  described  ;  but  in 
addition  to  an  expected  share  of  domestic  engagements, 
the  critical  state  of  my  mother's  health  led  to  my  sister's 
retumiug  home  sooner  than  her  parents  had  intended. 
Thus,  anxious  cares  and  duties  came  like  clouds  across  the 
morning  sky,  to  be  yet  more  obscured  by  the  death  of  her 

I  To  instance  the  feeling  then  prevalent:  the  writer  remembers  bearing  a 
mavor  of  Canterburv  (and  a  most  respectable  man)  deliberately  affirm  that  ho 
"  would  walk  to  Lundon  barefooted  to  see  Castlereagh  meet  the  Uke  merited  fula 
of  Charles  I." 

10 
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father,  just  as  she  was  completing  her  eighteenth  year.  It 
is  in  her  memory  that  he  may  be  said  to  live.  She  passed 
more  years  at  his  side  than  either  of  his  other  children  ; 
her  mental  powers  were  sufficiently  matured  to  estimate  his 
talents,  and  the  period  of  her  distinct  recollection  com- 
prises the  brightest  of  his  career.  His  eloquence,  his  ex- 
ample, his  love,  wrought  on  her  an  indehble  impression, 
and  are  the  subject  of  as  frequent  and  dehghtful  reference 
now,  as  they  were  in  her  earlier  days. 

As  the  recovery  of  our  widowed  mother  was  very  gradual, 
my  sister's  responsibilities  were  long  and  arduous,  and 
must  always  be  retained  in  grateful  remembrance  by  her 
family.  The  leading  events  of  her  life  having  been  re- 
corded at  pages  83 — 85  I  will  only  give  utterance  to  the 
earnest  prayer  that  one  so  justly  dear  to  her  kindred  and 
friends,  may  be  spared  to  a  distant  period  to^  contribute 
to  their  felicity. 

III.  Thomas  |S,£St,  bom  Tuesday,  AprU  9,  1805,  was 
the  third  and  last  of  his  family  who  claims  HoUiugham 
as  a  birth-place.  He  received  his  education  in  the  Board- 
ing School  at  yailsworth,  and  in  his  [fourteenth]  year  was 
placed  with  Mr.  George  Harvey, of  Weymouth,  ironmonger, 
than  whom  my  father  never  had  a  more  faithful  and  con- 
sistent friend,  as  shown  by  his  appointing  him  one  of  his 
executors.  A  second  bereavement,  however,  soon  awaited 
my  brother.  Mr.  Harvey  survived  his  lamented  pastor 
only  fifteen  months,  and  died  January  17,  1S21,  aged  52  ;' 
but  as  the  business  was  carried  on,  Thomas  Rest  continued 
in  it  seven  years,  when  he  quitted  Weymouth,  endeared  to 
him  by  many  ties — one  being  his  union  with  the  church  of 
our  late  father,  which  he  had  joined  September  30,  1824. 
It  was  on  February  7,  1828,  he  arrived  at  Margate,  de- 
signed by  Providence  to  be  the  scene  of  his  future  labours, - 

1  His  sorrowing  widow,  united  with  him  by  religious  as  well  as  conjugal  ties, 
died  nt  Weymouth,  Deeembei'  13,  1851,  aged  75. 

-  Habitually  a  very  early  riser,  on  one  occasion  a  remarkable  circumstance 
was  the  result.  In  the  summer  of  1857,  while  strolling  on  the  beach  soon  after 
four  o'clock,  with  the  hope  of  lindmg  the  lost  ring  of  a  friend,  in  which  he  was 
eiugularly  successful,  a  tisherman  approached  with  something  in  his  basket 
that  attracted  my  brother's  curiosity,  but  which  the  man  stated  was  merely  an 
old  tiu  box  he  had  (hedged  up  in  his  shrimp-uet.  lustaully  the  former  perceived 
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and  on  January  1,  IS"!,  was  joined  by  his  brother,  John 
Berry,  their  united  assiduous  efforts  proving  mutually 
advantageous.  And  here  I  may  appropriately  remark, 
that  if  my  father  had  not  wealth  to  bequeath  to  his  child- 
ren— and  his  life  was  devoted  to  a  nobler  purpose  than  its 
acquisition — he  left  them  a  blessing  which  has  attended  the 
steps  of  each,  and  preseiTed  them  from  painful  reverses  to 
which  many  with  higher  expectations  have  been  subjected. 
To  have  refrained  from  this  acknowledgment  of  the  Divine 
goodness  would  have  betrayed  base  ingratitude  to  Kim 
who  proved  himself  the  father  of  the  fatherless  and  the 
stay  of  the  widow.  On  Friday,  February  15,  1S33,  my 
brother  married  at  Weymouth,  Miss  ANN  SAINT  HAU- 
VFY  (bom  Monday,  March  16,  1S07),  the  eldest  daughter 
of  his  former  master  and  friend,  and  also  a  member  of  the 
church  in  Bank  Buildings.  Happy  in  each  other's  love, 
may  a  union  which  has  been  productive  of  such  mutual 
bliss  continue  long  unbroken. 

Shall  I  close  this  brief  notice  of  my  brother— the  mera 
chronology  of  his  life — without  some  tribute  to  his  worth  ? 
Assuredly  not.  I  will  add,  that  those  whose  happiness  it 
has  been  to  share  his  society,  have  held  converse  with  an 
impersonation  of  kindness,  generosity,  self-denial  and  love. 
With  him  habitual  cheerfulness  has  rendered  the  rugged 
path  of  life  comparatively  smooth  ;  and  were  his  example 
prevalent,  peace  would  again  have  rule  in  this  discordant  | 
world.  These  are  not  expressions  of  eulogy,  but  of  truth, 
and  conscious  that  they  are  such,  I  spurn  a  cold  and  cau- 
tiou.s  reserve.  When  a  few  years  shall  have  speeded  their 
flight,  aU  such  imagined  necessary  delicacy  will  have  van- 
ished, but  if  the  examples  here  presented  win,  so  far  as 
they  deserve,  the  imitation  of  descendants,  then  will  my 
outspoken  affection  be  exonerated,  while  it  will  retain  a 
desu'ed,  a  living  influence.     He  who  possesses  a  brother's 

it  was  a  casii-box  which  had  been  forced  open,  and  on  removing  the  saml  an.i 
raisings  the  false  bottom  found,  to  bis  astonishment,  Bnnk  of  England  notes 
nmountiug  to  £160,  besides  securities  for  money,  mukinj  the  tutnl  nearly  fSO?, 
tlie  property  of  an  eccentric  old  ladj,  made  first  acquainted  with  her  loss  by  my 
briither's  informins  her  of  its  partial  recovery.  The  theft  had  been  perpetrated 
by  an  unpractised  hard,  who  having  secured  a  gold  watch.  jewelWy,  e.ud  ubout 
£'M  in  cash,  considered  the  booty  complete,  and  consigned  the  boi  to  the  sea, 
especciug  it  would  he  seen  no  more. 

10— 2 
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heart  will  be  gentle  in  censuring  the  allusions  I  have  mad  e 
to  my  brethren  ;  and  by  those  who  have  never  felt  the 
warm  gushings  of  fraternal  love,  I  expect  not  to  be  nnder- 
stood. 

[My  dear  brother  through  life  was  blessed  with  a  most 
robust  constitution,  and  unfailing  health,  which  enabled 
him  to  bear,  without  apparent  injury,  continuous  and 
arduous  labour.  ^lost  suddenly  came  the  accident  which 
proved  the  precursor  of  his  long  and  final  illness.  On 
Christmas-eve,  1807,  he  joined  a  family  party  at  our  house, 
and  left  the  dinner-table  to  see  all  was  right  at  the  busi- 
ness, intending  to  return  to  tea.  In  crossing  the  road,  the 
defective  gas-light  prevented  his  seeing  the  valley  gutter, 
over  which  he  stumbled  and  fell,  fracturing  the  patella  of 
his  right  leg.  I  was  immediately  summoned,  and  found 
our  season  of  enjoyment  changed  into  deep  anxiety.  After 
three  weeks'  confinement  to  his  bed,  a  fearful  wound  which 
ought  to  have  been  prevented,  was  found  in  the  back,  and 
for  a  fortnight  his  life  hung  in  the  balance.  He  rallied, 
but  never  sufficiently  to  resume  business.  In  September, 
1868,  with  assistance,  I  took  him  to  London  to  consult 
Sir  W.  Ferguson,  but  without  any  benefit.  On  November 
19,  the  day  fortnight  before  his  death,  he  was  taken  out 
for  the  last  time,  and  recorded  his  vote  at  the  General 
Election ;  a  week  afterwards  partial  paralysis  appeared, 
and  after  four  days'  confinement  to  his  bed,  and  a  succes- 
sion of  violent  fits,  he  sank  out  of  Ufe,  Thursday  morning, 
December  3,  at  half -past  ten.  His  dying  experience  was 
delightful  to  all  who  witnessed  it,  a  detail  of  which  is  to 
be  found  m  the  interesting  memoir  written  by  his  pastor, 
see  Baptist  Magazine,  vol.  Ixi.,  p.  179  .^"AU  was  caba 
trust  in  the  Saviour  and  His  finished  work,"  and  till  un- 
consciousness prevented  the  effort,  the  departing  Christian 
expressed  his  peaceful,  happy  state  of  mind.  On  the  fol- 
lowing Wednesday  his  funeral  was  largely  attended,  many 
shops  were  entirely  or  partially  closed,  and  he  was  followed 
to  the  grave  by  the  loved  teachers  of  his  own  Sabbath 
School,  and  those  of  Zion  Chapel.  The  Rev.  J.  Drew 
preached  his  funeral  sermon  to  a  crowded  audience. 

In  all  the  relationships  of  life  my  lamented  brother  was 
aflfectionate  and  tender.     As  a  friend  sincere  and  kind — in 
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the  church  a  devoted  deacon — to  the  Sunday  School  a  be- 
loved superintendent.  His  disposition  was  an  imperson- 
ation of  amiability  and  self-sacrifice,  and  his  radiant  fea- 
tures but  reflected  his  genial  nature.  Unhappily  for  him- 
self and  others,  these  qualities  were  not  balanced  by  the 
due  possession  of  those  which  are  indispensable  in  a  world 
where  men  have  their  responsibilities  to  regard,  and  their 
own  interests  to  promote.  The  want  of  early  advantages 
in  business  training,  and  extreme  ease  of  character  in- 
volved him  and  others  in  anxieties,  which  increased  with 
advancing  years  ;  and  instead  of  conveying  them  to  the 
haven  of  repose,  led  their  close  of  life  into  a  troublous  tide. 
As  the  affairs  of  his  business  are  yet  unsettled,  it  is  too 
early  to  advert  further  to  the  subject ;  and  I  close  this 
reference  by  observing  that  I  have  not  kno\vn  a  career 
more  fraught  with  weighty  and  monitory  lessons.] 

IV.  John  ^CCrD  was  bom  at  Uley,  Thursday,  June.5,  1S06, 
about  two  months  after  the  removal  of  his  pai-ents  to  their 
new  residence.  During  childhood  his  health  rendered 
him  the  special  object  of  parental  care,  and  ere  he  had 
completed  his  thirteenth  year  he  had  known  the  loss  of 
a  father.  Among  the  most  valued  friends  of  the  latter 
was  Mr.  Boswell  Beddome,  of  We}"mouth,  grocer,  whose 
mental  capabilities  and  refinement  bespoke  his  origin  and 
superiority.^  With  him  it  was  the  privilege  of  my  beloved 
brother  to  be  placed  for  seven  years,  and  to  his  counsels 
and  example  he  is  indebted,  and  that  consciously,  for 
much  of  the  success  of  after  life.  In  his  twenty-first  year 
(Oct.  2,  1826,)  he  joined  the  church  in  Bank  Buildings,  then 
under  the  pastorate  of  Dr.  Hoby.  The  partnership  of  my 
brothers,  Thomas  Kest  and  John  Berry,  in  the  iron- 
mongery business  in  Margate,  has  been  stated.  That  the 
steps  of  each  had  been  directed  hither  by  God,  for  ad- 
vancing the  interests  of  His  kingdom,  subsequent  eventa 


1  He  die.l  December  11, 1834,  aged  40.  A  memoir  of  this  eminent  Christian, 
by  his  pastor,  Dr.  Hohv,  is  inserted  in  the  Baptist  Maijazine,  vol.  iivii.,  p.  89. 
The  late  distino-uisked"  mathematician.  Dr.  Olin  thus  Gregory,  of  the  Military 
Colleo-e,  WoolwTch,  was  a  brother-in-law  ;  scarcely  less  known  or  esteemed  was 
his  brother,  Doctor  Beddome,  of  fiomsey,  at  whose  funeral,  in  1859,  Lord  Pal- 
merston  attended. 
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■would  lead  113  to  infer.  At  that  time  the  Baptist  Church 
in  this  town  being  tinctured  with  high  Calvinism,  my 
brothers  stood  aloof  ;  but  a  favourable  opportunity  occur- 
ring in'  1836,  aided  by  others,  they  identified  themselves 
■with  it,  and  ■were  elected  to  the  deacons'  office.'  From 
that  period  to  the  present  their  energies  and  their  prayers 
have  been  directed  to  its  advancement,  and  not  without 
great  encouragemeni.  If  fraternal  regai-d  has  led  me  to 
attach  an  undue  value  to  such  services,  I  cannot  thus  err 
while  recording  a  circumstance  in  coimectiou  with  the  sub 
ject  of  this  concise  notice,  the  mention  of  wliich  needs  no 
apology.  When,  in  1331,  the  maiiageraeut  of  the  town 
(not  then  incorporated)  was  placed  under  the  Board  of 
Health,  on  the  election  of  the  required  thirty  members, 
my  brother  received  the  highest  number  of  votes,  though 
wholly  unsolicited  by  liimself  or  relatives."  Two  years 
after,  a  similar  expression  of  reliance  on  his  judgment  and 
integrity  of  purpose  was  sho^wn  by  his  feUow-townsmen, 
and  subsequently  by  appointing  him  one  of  nine,  consti- 
tuting the  Burial  Board  for  the  formation  of  the  new 
cemetery. 

To  that  event  in  my  brother's  history  which  has  con- 
tributed most  to  his  felicity  and  welfare  I  have  yet  to 
allude.  On  Thursday,  September  17,  1S35,  he  marrie-d, 
at  St.  Pancras'  New  Church,  Miss  MARY  SOPHIA 
DODD,  (born  Sunday,  April  2,  1S09, )  second  daughter  of 
the  late  J.  T.  Dodd,  Esq.  of  London,  and  a  member,  with 
others  of  her  family^  of  the  Baptist  Church,  St.  John's 
Street,  Bedford  Row.  Far  distant  be  the  day  when  to 
the  heartfelt  sorrow  of  their  kindi-ed  that  union  shall 
be  broken,  though  death  itself  could  render  the  seve- 
rance but  temporary, 

On  May  27,  1850,  J.  B.  Flint  retired  from  business  in 
favour  of  his  brother  F.  L.  Flint,  and  continues  to  reside  at 
Addington  House,  whither  he  had  removed  in  1845.  [In 
1863  he  removed  to  Alexandra  House,  Churchfields,  which 

'  TUoy  were  cbosen  December  29  in  that  yenr. 

'  Among  the  cnndidutes  were  several  of  the  leading  and  most  influentiul 
gentlemen  of  the  town,  who  bud  passed  their  li.-es  here. 

3  IncluiUng  her  venerated  and  pious,  but  widowed  mother,  who  died  at  Kent- 
ish Town,  August  28,  1843,  aged  62. 
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he  had  purchased  some  years  previously.]  In  1S57  Mar- 
gate was  incorporated  ;  my  brother  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  Town  CouncU,  and  in  1861  to  the  Mayoralty,  with 
the  further  honour  (as  with  his  two  predecessors)  of  re- 
election.' During  his  term  of  ofiEce  several  events  trans- 
pired deserving  notice,^  and  one,  of  such  paramount  inte- 
rest, that  with  admitted  pride  I  chronicle  it  in  our  family 
history.  It  occurred  in  connection  with  the  marriage  of 
H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  of  Wales.  It  was  late  in  the  evening 
of  Thursday,  March  5,  1863,  that  the  town  was  startled  by 
the  fact  that  the  Royal  Squadron  escorting  the  Princess 
Alexandra,  had  anchored  o£F  the  pier.  Early  the  following 
morning,  my  brother  having  summoned  the  Corporation  to 
meet,  it  was  resolved  that  a  deputation  headed  by  the 
Mayor  should  proceed  to  the  squadron,  and  ascertain  if 
H.  R.  H.  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  receive  an  ad- 
di-ess.  Assent  being  given,  the  Mayor  in  official  costume, 
attended  by  members  of  the  council  and  others,  at  2 
p.m.  were  received  on  board  the  Royal  Yacht,  and  by  the 
Hon.  Sir  Charles  Grey  introduced  to  H.R.H.,  who,  waiving 
the  etiquette  of  royalty,  condescendingly  shook  hands 
with  my  brother,  the  first  of  his  countrymen  to  welcome  the 
future  Queen  of  England  to  its  slwres.  To  one  unfamiliar 
with  such  duties  it  must  have  been  an  ordeal,  yet  ad- 
mii-ably  passed  througli ;  his  introductory  remarks  were 
most  appropriate,  self-possession  was  perfectly  retained, 
and  while  warm  emotion  was  visible  it  was  properly 
controlled.  The  presentation  over,  he  conversed  freely 
with  the  father  of  the  Qlustrious  and  fascinating  lady  and 
others  around  her,  who  were  evidently  much  interested 
with  this  first  tribute  of  British  loyalty. 

1  Eemarkable — contemporary  with  this,  the  office  of  mayor  was  held  by 
Uanry  Flint,  Esq.,  J. P.  of  Newbury,  Berkshire,  who  also  was  a  deacon  of  a 
Biipti'dt  Church.  Himself  and  his  father  had  been  brewers — descendants  of 
a  yottin^bamahu-e  family. 

-  As  ilayor  be  was  present  at  the  grand  ceremonial  on  the  opening  of  the 
International  Exbibition,  as  also  at  the  uncovering  of  the  Statue  of  the  Prince 
Consort.  In  the  town  celebration  of  the  E.iyal  Marriage  (ilarch  10),  be  took 
of  coarse  the  most  prominent  part,  and  soon  after,  with  tbi-ee  otber  members  of 
the  corporation,  carried  up  a  congratulatory  address  to  their  Koyal  Highacssos 
at  Marlborough  House.  On  one  occasion  he  was  deputed  alone,  to  wait  on  Lord 
Palmerston,  at  Walmer  Castle. 
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On  my  brother  retiring  from  the  Corporation,  November 
9,  1863,  the  following  resolution  was  unanimously  passed 
and  presented  him  inscribed  on  vellum: — "That  the 
warmest  thanks  of  the  Council  be  presented  to  John  Berry 
Flint,  Esq.,  for  the  able  and  satisfactory  maimer  in  which 
he  has  fulfilled  the  laborious  and  important  duties  of  Mayor 
under  circumstances  which  required  him  to  display  a  large 
amount  of  intelligence,  discretion,  and  energy  ;  and  while 
offering  him  this  tribute  of  their  respect  and  esteem  which 
he  has  so  justly  earned,  the  Council  desire  to  express  their 
regret,  that  by  hisjvoluntary  retirement  from  the  Council 
as  the  member  for  Cecil  Ward,  they  must  in  future  lose  the 
sound  judgment  and  experience  which  he  has  brought  to 
bear  upon  the  questions  under  their  consideration." 

[My  brother  was  re-elected  to  the  office  of  Mayor  for  the 
years  1869  and  1870,  and  at  the  close  of  each  term  he  re- 
ceived a  handsome  vote  of  thanks.  That  on  the  completion 
of  his  third  mayoralty  records,  "  that  the  warmest  thanks 
of  the  Council  be  presented  to  Mr.  Alderman  Flint,  J. P., 
for  the  very  able  and  efficient  manner  in  which  he  has  car- 
ried out  the  arduous  duties  of  the  office  of  Mayor  for  the 
past  year,  an  office  which  he  kindly  undertook  for  the 
third  time  ;  especially  with  reference  to  his  continued 
efforts  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  the  town  ;  for  the 
great  assistance  rendered  in  obtaining  the  grant  of  a  sepa- 
rate Court  of  Quarter  Session  of  the  Peace  ;  and  for  the 
courteous  manner  in  which  he  received  the  Yeomanry  on 
their  visit  to  Margate.''] 


.3lbrahaiTt  .jiltiirslt.  The  moumful  expectation  I 
should  write  the  obituary  of  my  beloved  brother  had  never 
occurred  to  me.  During  forty  years  death  had  not  in- 
vaded our  privileged  family  ;  "we  are  seven,"  dwelt  hap- 
pOy  on  our  lips,  and  that  the  charmed  circle  should  be 
broken  by  Aw  removal  was  the  least  probable.  These 
Records  had  been  most  carefully  perused  by  him,  and  his 
approval  expressed  in  words  too  eulogistic  to  admit  of  re- 
peating here. 

Abraham  Marsh   was   born   at    Lley,    Monday,   May  9, 
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1808.'  One  event  in  has  boyhood  must  not  pass  without 
notice  and  a  devout  expression  of  gratitude  to  God  for  His 
providential  goodness.  \^Tien  about  eight  years  of  age, 
he  fell  into  a  pond  in  the  little  meadow  belonging  to  Pvose 
Cottage,  his  only  playmate  at  the  time  being  his  brother 
John,  who  finding  the  bank  too  deep  to  admit  of  reaching 
him  by  the  hand,  with  promptitude  and  sagacity  which 
would  have  been  creditable  to  riper  years,  threw  himself 
down,  held  firmly  by  the  grass  and  extended  a  foot  to  the 
grasp  of  his  sinking  brother.  If  Instead  of  this  he  had 
ran  for  help,  the  result  would  probably  have  been  fatal  ; 
as  it  was ,  Abraham  was  greatly  exhausted,  had  swallowed 
much  water,  and  required  immediate  medical  attendance. 
With  him  the  first  step  in  life  gave  direction  to  the  entire 
after-course.  His  education  completed,  he  was  placed  for 
four  years  with  his  much-loved  uncle,  Mr.  Francis  of  Nails- 
worth,  to  learn  the  cloth  manufacture,  and  for  this  pur- 
pose left  hi3  mother's  abode  at  Wejnnouth,  April  18,  1823. 
In  the  limited  range  of  my  own  observation,  I  have  never 
met  with  a  more  instructive  example  to  young  men,  than 
was  presented  in  my  brother's  career  during  several  suc- 
ceeding years.  From  toQ,  difficulties,  discouragements,  he 
never  flinched  in  his  onward  path  of  duty,  conscious  that 
the  track  he  was  pursuing  was  the  right  oue,  and  relying 
on  the  blessing  of  the  Most  High,  he  looked  to  future  suc- 
cess, and  it  was  granted  him.  On  completing  his  term 
with  his  uncle  he  joined  him  in  partnership,  and  soon  after 
they  removed  to  Frogmarsh  Mills,  two  miles  from  Nads- 
worth,  and  midway  to  the  borough  of  Stroud.  Retaining 
this  factory,  in  1S45  my  brother  purchased  the  Nailsworth 
Mills  long  occupied  by  Messrs.  Heskina,  Barnard  and 
Bliss,  and  in  1859  expended  on  these  premises  more  than 
their  previous  cost,  rendering  them  as  complete  as  is  prac- 
ticable, and  enabling  him  to  double  in  extent  his  manu- 
facture. 

With  my  brother  the  sacred  injunction  was  not  disre- 
garded, "  Diligent  in  business,  fervent  in  spirit,  serving  the 

1  Without  discussing  cause  and  effect,  it  so  happened  that  the  possessor  of  a 
warm  heart  began  life  in  a  glowing  summer.  July  13  of  that  year  has  ever 
since  been  know  as  the  "hot  Wednesday,"  the  thermometer  having  then  stood 
at  99"  m  the  shade. 
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Lord."  On  April  2,  1S30,  he  united  himself  to  the  church 
at  Shortwood,  and  in  1S39  was  unanimously  chosen  one  of 
its  eight  deacons  ;  regarding  its  interests  with  earnest 
attachment,  his  influence  conduced  much  to  the  peace  and 
well-being  of  that  large  and  important  Christian  society. 
Record  has  been  made  of  his  union  with  his  first  cousin, 
Miss  LYDIA  JA^'E  FLINT,  on  August  25,  1835,  fol- 
lowed by  thirty  years  of  conjugal  felicity.  It  was  on 
January  6,  1SG4,  that  he  admitted  his  two  elder  sons  into 
partnership  with  him  in  the  business.  At  this  time, 
though  somewhat  feeble,  his  position  appeared  to  be  sin- 
gularly enviable.  The  toils  and  cares  of  earlier  life  were 
being  exchanged  for  repose — he  had  seen  each  of  his 
children  united  to  the  church  at  Shortwood,  and  his  two 
sons  just  referred  to,  happily  married — his  lovely  abode  at 
Spring  Hill  he  had  rendered  highly  attractive.  ^  Nails- 
worth,  which  had  hitherto  been  isolated,  was  to  its  great 
advantage  being  connected  with  Stroud  by  a  raQway,  of 
which  he  was  appointed  a  Director — thus  the  autumn  of  life 
came,  fraught  with  rich  promise,  when  like  premature 
winter  failing  health  brought  a  mournful  change  over  the 
scene.  The  fact  was,  his  povrers  had  been  overwrought ; 
he  had  lived  to  smooth  a  pathway  for  others,  and  success 
was  attained  at  a  costly  sacrifice.  Change  of  air  and  all 
the  appliances  of  medical  science  were  resorted  to,  with 
but  little  benefit,  and  on  the  night  preceding  Christmas-Jay 
[1864]  his  life  was  in  imminent  peril ;  he  quitted  liis  home  no 
more,  and  was  soon  confined  to  his  chamber.  His  malady 
was  congestion  of  the  Uver  attended  with  dropsical  symp- 
toms ;  though  his  sufferings  were  often  very  severe,  not  a 
murmuring  or  impatient  word  was  uttered,  "  going  home — 
going  home, "  being  a  frequent  exclamation.  A  more  ex- 
tended account  of  his  religious  experience  than  the  extracts 
here  given,  will  be  found  in  an  interesting  obituary  from 
the  pen  of  his  esteemed  pastor,  the  Rev.  T.  F.  Newman.' 
"  It  was  the  writer's  privilege  (for  truly  such  it  was)  to 
spend  some  hours  near  his  dying  friend,  and  in  that  cham- 
ber he  witnessed  the  stability  of  the  foundation  which  God 

1  On  Soptoiuber  20,  1815,  he  made  Spi'in<;  Hill  House  his  residence. 
-  See  Baptist  Magazine,  vol.  Ivii.,  p.  594. 
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has  laid  iu  Ziou.  Thei'e  was  the  unruffled  tranquillity,  the 
holy  triumph  of  a  redeemed  soul,  the  blessed  hope  of  a 
dying  believer,  strong  and  confident  to  say,  '  Oh,  death, 
where  is  thy  sting?  Oh,  grave,  where  is  thy  victory  ?  Thanks 
be  to  God  who  giveth  us  the  victory  through  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.'  " — "He  would  often  give  expression  to  the 
sentiment,  while  sometimes  varying  the  terms,  '  My  hope 
alone  is  in  the  blood  and  infinite  merits  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. '  The  writer  heard  him  say  with  an  energy  never 
to  be  forgotten,  '  The  atonement,  witkout  it  I  shouUl  be  Jor 
ever  lost.'  His  mind  was  weU-stored  with  precious  pas- 
sages of  God's  word,  and  he  had  at  ready  command  all  the 
choicest  of  our  hymns.  The  fund  he  possessed  was  truly 
surprising,  and  from  it  he  was  accustomed  to  di'aw  during 
the  sleepless  hours  of  night.  Though  few  have  more  en- 
joyed the  sweets  of  domestic  life,  or  have  been  regarded 
with  a  more  affectionate  interest  by  wife  and  children,^  he 
was  prepared  to  give  them  up,  saying,  '  I  can  leave  them 
and  all  things  in  the  hands  of  my  Heavenly  Father,  I  have 
but  one  anxiety,  and  that  is  about  dear  Shortwood.'  " — 
"  As  the  closing  scene  drew  nigh,  he  appeared  to  be  Ln 
near  and  delightful  association  with  objects  far  beyond  the 
ken  of  the  human  eye,  and  to  be  indulged  with  heavenly 
visions,  since  he  inquired  of  those  around  him  if  they  did 
not  see  the  familiar  faces  of  venerated  ancestors  and  other 
beloved  kindred  who  had  preceded  him  to  glory.  The  beau- 
tiful vision  was  yet  to  come,  but  soon. " — "  On  the  morning  of 
the  day  on  which  the  messenger  arrived  to  beckon  him 
away,  his  dear  and  sorrowing  wife,  anxious  to  elicit  his  last 
testimony,  asked  him,  '  WTiere  are  you  going?'  'To  hea- 
ven.'—  'Are  you  happy?'  'Perfectly  happy.' — ' 'RTiat 
makes  you  so?'  'Trust  in  Christ.' — 'Is  God  comforting 
you  ?'  'He  is.'  This  is  easily  recorded,  but  the  look,  the 
expression,  the  tone  of  gratitude  and  holy  joy  cannot  be 
conveyed  in  words.  A  few  more  hours  and  the  mortal 
hfe  was  ended,  and  the  perfect,  immortal  life  of  heaven 
beg\m.  On  the  evening  of  Friday,  April  28,  ISGo,  his 
spirit  entered  on  the  rest  above."     His  remains  were  iu- 

^  I  mny  add,  brothers  and  sisters  also  ;  his  lust  act  of  fraternal  regard  was  to 
boqiieatti  to  each  £60. 
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terred  the  following  Friday,  in  the  vault  at  Shortwood, 
attended  by  "  a  large  concourse  of  friends  and  neighbours," 
among  whom  were  my  three  brothers  and  my  brother-in- 
law,  Thomas  Fhnt,  "nearly  all  the  houses  in  the  line  of 
procession  presenting  tokens  of  mourning."  An  appro- 
priate and  excellent  sermon  was  delivered  on  Sunday 
morning  by  the  Rev.  T.  F.  Newman,  from  Psabn  xxiii.  4. 
A  few  days  more  and  the  deceased  would  have  completed 
his  fifty-seventh  year. 

My  brother  was  not  cast  in  the  mould  of  mediocrity  ; 
gifted  with  keen  perception,  rare  judgment,  untiring  per- 
severance, and  great  seU-control,  these  qualities  con- 
tributed largely  to  hia  success  in  life,  and  rendered  him 
an  invaluable  friend  and  adviser.  His  disposition  was 
habitually  cheerful,  with  a  vein  of  humour  that  added  a 
charm  to  his  society — his  manners  were  gentlemanly  and 
attractive.  Large-hearted  hospitality  was  not  restricted 
to  kindred  and  neighbours,  but  was  shown  especially  to 
the  ministers  and  servants  of  Christ.  That  "a  man  may 
be  known  by  his  letters,"  applied  to  the  departed,  who  as 
a  correspondent,  was  superior,  added  to  which  his  hand- 
writing was  beautifully  neat  and  distinct.  All  his  tastes 
were  refined ;  he  shared  his  mother's  admiration  of  flowers, 
and  reared  them  in  profusion.  His  soul  seemed  to  expand 
with  the  contemplation  of  the  grand  and  beautiful  in 
nature  :  thus,  a  favourite  pleasure  was  to  escort  his  guests 
to  the  loveliest  points  of  view  in  his  highly  picturesque 
neighbourhood  ;  but  aspiring  above  these,  he  visited  the 
mountain  districts  of  England,  Wales,  and  Scotland,  and 
Ireland  also. 

In  his  personnel  Mr.  rUut  was  of  middle  stature,  manly 
form,  with  agreeable  features,  and  possessing  a  vigorous 
constitution  ;  several  life-Uke  photographs  are  precious 
mementos  of  the  departed. 

' '  He  was  a  man — take  him  for  all  in  all, 
I  shall  not  look  upon  his  like  again." 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  M.  Flint  had  issue,  five  sons  and  two 
daughters. ' 

^  Their  first  child  was  still-born  ;  had  life  been  spared,  ^th  my  mother's  bu'th- 
day  the  infant  would  also  have  taken  her  name. 
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I.  BENJAMIN  FRANCIS,  bom  at  Frog- 
marsh,  Wednesday,  June  13,  1838.  Educated  at 
Clevedou.  Baptized  May  7,  1854.  On  attaining 
his  majority  a  fete,  most  liberally  arranged,  was 
given  to  all  connected  with  the  factory  (the  like 
was  observed  by  hia  brother  Samuel).  Wednes- 
day, July  1,  1863,  he  was  married  at  St.  George's 
Church,  Hanover  Square,  London,  to  GRACE, 
eldest  daughter  of  the  late  Francis  Henry  Waller, 
Esq.,  Surgeon,  of  Broadway,  Worcester,  and 
niece  of  G.  Shepherd,  Esq.,  M.D.,  of  Clifton. 
Issue  :  I.  FLORENCE  IIIAEY,  born  November  29, 
1865.  [II.  EDGAE  FEANCIS,  bom  January  5, 
1869.  III.  FEEDEEICK  AETHUE,  bom  Septem- 
ber 10,  1870.] 

II.  SAMUEL  FRANCIS,  bom  at  Frogmarsh, 
Thursday,  August  6,  1840.  Educated  with  his 
eldest  brother.  Baptized  February  1,  1857.  On 
Thursday,  .June  16,  1864,  at  the  parish  church. 
Chipping  Norton,  he  was  married  to  ANNIE, 
eldest  daughter  of  WiUiam  Bliss,  Esq.,  of  that 
town.  Issue  :  I.  WILLIAM  3L1SS  FLINT,  born 
[July  22],  1865  ;  died  suddenly  [November  14] 
following.  As  the  dear  and  lovely  infant  was 
the  first-born  of  the  ninth  generation,  its  birth 
was  regarded  with  great  interest,  and  its  death 
with  similar  regret.  [II.  ESTHER  FEANCIS, 
bom  June  3,  1866.  III.  MAEGAEET  ELAINE, 
born  August  21,  1367.  IV.  EDNA  MAUD,  bom 
February  10,  1869.  V.  HILDA  MAEY,  bom 
at  Chippmg  Norton,  September  28,  1870. 

III.   CATHERINE  HO  LB  ROW,  bom  at  Frog- 

marsh,  Monday,  April  11,  18-12.  Baptized  with 
her  brother  Samuel.  On  Wednesday,  October  7, 
1868,  at  Shortwood,  she  was  married  by  the  Rev. 
W.  T.  Price,  assisted  by  the  Kev.  H.  J.  Gamble, 
to  Thos.  llayow  Newman,  Esq.,  only  son  of  the 
late  venerated  Rev.  T.  F.  Newman.  [Issue  :  I. 
HEEBEET  MAYOW,  born  August  10,  1869.  II. 
JULIAN  BEDFOED,   bom  October  6,  1870.     III. 
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CATHESINS     MABGAEET,     boru    January   20, 
1S73.] 
IV.   THOMAS    REST,    bom  August   27,    1S43  ; 
died  .July  24,  1844. 
V.    JOHN     BERRY,    born  May  so,    18-15;    died 
April  18,  1849,  aged  four  yeara  ;  one  of  the  most 
winning   and    lovely   of   cliiljren,    but   soon   "a 
folded  lamb." 
VI.    THOMAS  REST,  bom  at  Spring  Hill  House, 
June  20,  1847. 
VII.    LYDIA   JANE,born  June  18,  1850.    Baptized 
■with  her  brother  Thomas  Rest,  Aprd  26,  1863. 

VI.  Catherine  JfranCiS,  bom  at  Uley,  Sunday,  Novem- 
ber 17,  1811.  Being  but  eight  years  of  age  when  be- 
reaved of  her  fond  father,  she  was  little  conscious  of  the 
excellences  of  such  a  parent,  or  of  the  extent  of  her  loss, 
and  thus  in  the  impressions  of  early  life  a  mother's  affec- 
tion and  influence  can  alone  be  regarded  as  operative. 
My  beloved  sister  received  her  education  (with  one  of  her 
cousins)  at  Deal.  On  April  4,  1833,  she  joined  the  church 
in  King  Street,  to  whose  pastor,  the  late  Rev.  William 
Matthews,  she  was  sincerely  attached.  In  her  twenty- 
sixth  year,  on  Thursday,  January  5,  1837,  it  was  her  hap- 
piness to  be  married  to  Mr.  ISAAC  BELSEY,  of  Star  Hill, 
Rochester,  miller  ;  their  nuptial  vows  being  plighted  at 
Thannington  Cliurch,'  a  little  lone  structure  contiguous  to 
the  railway,  and  seen  by  the  traveller  on  approaching 
Canterbury  from  Ashford.  Mr.  Belsey  (bom  Friday,  De- 
cember 3,  1813,)  was  the  third  son  of  the  late  Mr.  Thomas 
Belsey,  of  Pedden  Farm,  Ash  ;  an  exemplary  Clu'istian  and 
a  deacon  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Eythorne.-    The  train- 

^  A3  true  love  contracts  no  chill  from  tho  most  frigid  elements,  the  drive 
thither  between  mouuds  of  snow,  proved  a  harmless  circumstance.  It  was  on 
the  previous  Christmas-eve,  the  memorable  snow-storm  commenced,  which  pie- 
vented  the  delivery  of  a  maU  in  Canterbury,  from  Sunday  morning,  till  the  fol- 
Inwing  Thursday  evening  !  One  hundred  and  seven  men  were  occupied  three 
days  in  clearing  the  mile  of  road  between  Gutteridge  Gate  and  the  entrance  to 
the  city. 

2  He  died  Sepiember  10,  1833,  aged  47,  and  was  interred  with  his  wife  and 
several  members  of  his  family,  in  a  vault  in  tire  chapel  burial-ground.  Mic. 
Belsey,  whose  maiden  name  was  Miss  Frances  Tenuy,  departed  this  life  August  16, 
1832,  aged  47.     During  twenty-livo  year's  she  was  u  member  of  the  same  church. 
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ing  and  example  of  early  years  were  blessed  to  the  growth 
of  similar  principles  in  the  son,  the  vitality  of  which  has 
been  manifested  by  a  life  of  consistent  piety  and  useful- 
ness.' A  connection  of  twenty  [four]  years  of  unbroken 
harmony  with  my  family,  has  served  but  to  heighten  es- 
teem ;  so  that  each  member  of  it  would  vie  in  ardour  to 
apply  to  him  the  epithet,  "  a  brother  beloved." 

Since  about  1S53  the  impaired  health  of  my  dear  sister 
has  been  a  severe  affliction  to  herself,  and  the  occasion  of 
deep  sorrow  to  her  kindred.  [Death,  too,  has  desolated 
her  family  circle,  by  depriving  her  of  the  dearest  object  of 
her  affection  in  addition  to  her  two  daughters.  Mr.  Bel- 
sey's  health,  which  had  been  vigorous  till  within  a  year  of 
his  decease,  visibly  declined,  and  after  consulting  a  London 
physician  without  permanent  benefit,  in  June,  1871,  he 
repaired  for  change  of  air  to  NaUsworth,  and  afterwards 
to  Chipping  Xorton,  where,  at  the  residence  of  my 
nephew,  Mr.  S.  F.  Flint,  his  sudden  removal  took  place, 
Thursday,  July  13,  at  three  p.m.  His  son,  who  had  been 
telegraphed  for,  arrived  two  hours  after  the  solemn  event. 
By  this  bereavement  our  family  sustained  another  irre- 
parable loss.  The  excellences  which  adorned  my  brother's 
character  require  a  fuller  notice  than  the  limits  of  these 
records  will  allow.  He  was  a  man  of  sterling  worth,  and 
his  disposition  was  truly  lovely.  In  his  domestic  relations 
ever  serene  and  happy  ;  in  business  energetic  ;  in  his  pub- 
lic capacity  honourable  and  consistent ;  as  a  Christian, 
humble,  earnest,  devoted  alike  as  a  Sunday-school  teacher 
and  deacon.  His  last  Sabbath  spent  at  home  saw  him  en- 
gaged teaching  in  the  same  place  he  had  occupied  thirty 
years  before.  He  was  firm  in  principle,  and  he  brought 
much  intelligence,  and  considerable  reading  to  the  con- 
sideration of  leading  political  and  religious  questions. 
The  general  esteem  and  affection  in  which  he  was  held, 
was  evidenced  at  his  funeral,  which  was  attended  by  the 


and  a  bright  find  attractive  ornament  of  the  profession  she  made.     From  jin  in- 
teresting memoir  in  the  Baptist  Ma^a:ine,  vol.  -siv.  p.  563,   I  quote  one  brief 
sentence  :  "  Few  have  surpassed  her  in  gratitude  to  Christ  for  redeeming  love." 
'  He  w.is  baptized  by  the  Eev.  T.  Cramp,  on  in  the  ancient; 

chapel  at  Shallows,  near  ilargatc,  taken  down  in  1850. 
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Corporation,  his  Bible  Class,  and  many  a  sincere  mourner, 
■while  the  local  journals  joined  in  the  deep  regret  felt  at 
his  decease.] 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Belsey  have  had  issue  one  son  and  three 
daughters  : — 

I.  FRANCIS    FLINT    BELSEY,'   bom  at 

Star  HiU,  Tuesday,  October  17,  18.37.  [My  be- 
loved nephew  honours  the  names  he  bears.  After 
completing  his  education  at  the  Proprietary 
School,  Chatham,  he  assisted  his  father  in  the 
business,  and  has  devoted  his  energies  and  culti- 
vated mind  to  public,  philanthropic,  and  religious 
objects.  In  1871  he  was  elected  on  the  newly- 
constituted  School  Board  for  the  city,  by  the 
largest  number  of  single  votes  ;  and  about  the 
same  time  his  election  to  the  Town  Council  took 
place.  Sabbath  School  work,  lecturing,  and  taking 
part  at  public  meetings  absorb  his  leisure.-] 

II.  CATHERINE  FANNY,  bom  Friday,  June 
14,  1839.  The  health  of  this  dear  girl  soon  occa- 
sioned anxiety,  and  three  years  before  her  de- 
cease the  symptoms  of  approaching  consumption 
were  painfully  evident.  To  see  the  bright,  the 
rosy  mom  of  life  thus  become  overcast,  and  the 
joyous  spirit  of  youth  repressed  by  incurable 
disease,  was  indescribably  touching.  Yet  Kate 
was  resigned.  A  sermon  by  that  renowned 
minister,  the  Eev.  C.  H.  Spurgeon  (who  had 
twice  been  her  father's  guest),  was  blessed  of 
God  to  her  conversion.  On  the  last  morning  of  her 
sojourn  on  earth,  she  was  as  nsual  carried  down 
to  the  parlour,  nor  tiU  three  hours  previously  to 
her  departure  was  death  supposed  to  be  near. 
SensiVile  now  of  its  approach,  she  handed  to  each 
around  her  some  little  token  of  regard,  gave 
utterance    to    the   most   earnest  counsels  to  her 

^  It  affords  me  indescribable  satisfaction  that  these  names  are  borne  by  my 
nephew.  What  might  not  be  said  of  the  father,  who  by  their  adoption  gave 
them  the  preference  of  his  own  ? 

3  He  has  just  been  re-elected  on  the  School  Board  by  the  largest  number  of 
voters,  January  5,  1874. 
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brother  and  sisters,  and  in  heavenly  peace  expired 
on  the  evening  of  Tuesday,  April  7,  1857,  aged  18 
years.  Her  place  of  sepulture  was  the  New  Ce- 
metery at  Rochester  ;  on  the  tomb  which  covers 
the  vault  is  inscribed — 

"  Reader — maj'st  thou  obtain  like  precious  Faith, 
To  3mile  in  anguish  and  rejoice  in  death." 

III.    EMILY  SOPHIA,    born   Tuesday,  September 
28,  1841. 

IV.  MARY-  FLINT,  bom  Thursday,  November 
21,  1844.  [Alas,  that  it  should  be  my  painful 
duty  to  chronicle  the  brief  career  of  this  lovely 
niece,  whose  qualities  were  in  advance  of  her 
years,  and  whose  piety  early  fitted  her  for  hea- 
ven. Having  passed  her  days  in  the  quietude 
of  home,  there  is  little  of  incident  to  notice, 
but  I  may  remark  on  the  sunshine  she  aided  in 
casting  over  the  domestic  circle,  shaded  as  it  too 
often  was,  by  the  afflictive  state  of  her  dear 
mother's  health,  and  the  delicacy  of  her  beloved 
sisters,  Mary,  too,  was  fragile,  but  better  able 
to  discharge  those  little  home  attentions  which 
constantly  reflected  her  "  gentle  kindness  and 
winning  sweetness."  In  all  she  did  there  was 
taste  and  linish.  Possessed  of  much  shrewdness 
and  discernment,  they  were  never  displayed  at 
expense  of  her  amiability  ;  and  her  manner  wore 
an  air  of  pleasantry,  which  ensured  the  attach- 
ment of  all  who  knew  her.  These  charms,  though 
natural,  were  sustained  by  indwelling  religious 
principles,  while  her  humility  led  her  as  far  as 
practicable,  to  "guard  her  feelings  within  the 
sacred  precincts  of  her  own  heart. "  As  long  as 
health  permitted  she  was  an  exemplary  Sunday 
School  teacher.  But  her  Ufe  was  destined  to  be 
abort.  In  the  summer  of  1868,  she  was  attacked 
with  a  severe  fever,  which  left  her  ia  a  state  of 
great  weakness,  and  induced  deep  anxiety  on  her 
account.  A  sudden  inflammatory  seizure  only  a 
a  day  or  two  before  her  death,  brought  her  into  a 
11 


162     GEN.  VI.  1777—1819.      THOMAS  FLINT.  Family. 

hopeless  condition,  but  she  met  the  approach  of 
death  with  perfect  eabuness.  "  Don't  be  excited 
— I  am  not  afraid,"  was  her  monition;  "but  I 
want  to  get  a  view  of  Christ."  "Come,  Jesus, 
come,"  were  her  last  words,  and  breathing  the 
spirit  of  heaven,  she  entered  there,  Sunday,  Oc- 
tober 10,  1S69.  Her  dying  act  was  to  divide  a 
small  legacy  between  Mr.  Muller's  and  Mr.  Spur- 
geon's  Orphanages  ;  and  to  devote  a  little  fund  of 
savings  to  an  afflicted  vridow,  and  to  the  distri- 
bution of  the  tract,  "  One  who  found  mercy,"  to 
the  whole  of  the  congregation  with  which  she  had 
worshipped.  The  day  fortnight  before  her  fune- 
ral, I  had  unexpectedly  seen  her,  then  improved 
in  health  and  most' cheerful  ;  on  October  15,  my 
brother  John  Berry  and  myself,  with  her  bereaved 
father  and  brother,  followed  her  remains  to  the 
grave  of  her  sister.  An  interesting  account  of 
the  dying  scene,  by  her  brother  (from  which  I 
regret  I  cannot  more  fully  quote),  was  read  with 
the  funeral  sermon.  Only  ten  days  before  my 
loved  niece's  decease,  her  sorrowing  father  was 
bereft  of  his  last  surviving  brother,  Mr.  John 
Belsey,  cut  dovm  by  fever  in  the  pride  of  his 
strength .] 

VII.  SarrtUCl  JirartCiS,  was  bom  at  Uley,  Monday,  Jan- 
uary 24,  1814,  two  months  previously  to  the  removal  of 
his  parents  to  Gloucester.  A  very  robust  lad,  it  was  not 
suspected  that  he  would  precede  his  brothers  and  sis- 
ters to  the  tomb.  Full  of  energy,  affectionate,  generous, 
the  dear  boy  was  a  general  favourite  ;  and  such  was  his 
readiness  in  learning,  that  unsolicited,  my  father's  succes- 
sor, the  Rev.  W.  Hawkins,  took  him  under  his  instruction, 
well  pleased  with  his  precocious  pupd.  The  Reminiscent 
having  visited  Weymouth  in  the  autumn  of  1824,  it  was 
arranged  that  Samuel  should  return  with  him  to  Canter- 
bury. The  day  fixed  was  Friday,  October  1  ;  scarcely 
were  they  seated  on  the  coach  at  five  a.m.,  with  the  pro- 
spect of  sixteen  hours'  journey  to  London,  than  the  rain 
descended  in  torrents  aud  long  continued.     With  every 
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effort  to  protect  him,  the  dear  boy  became  extremely  wet, 
but  on  reaching  Canterbury  the  followijig  afternoon,  it  was 
hoped  that  injury  had  not  been  sustained.  Sabbath  morn- 
ing after  attending  at  chapel  he  complained  of  great 
drowsiness  ;  as  the  symptoms  increased  consciousness  de- 
clined, till  it  was  wholly  lost.  The  fatal  malady  was  water 
on  the  brain,  which,  unattended  with  pain  or  the  alteration 
of  a  feature,  terminated  his  brief  career  Lord's  day  morning 
Oct.  10,  about  five  o'clock.  A  few  hours  after  death  and 
"ere  Decay's  eifacing  fingers"  had  obliterated  those  lines 
where  life  seemed  yet  to  linger,  he  who  records  the  mourn- 
ful incident  took  a  perfect  plaster  cast  of  the  countenance 
which  he  trusts  will  long  be  preserved.  Hia  remains  were 
interred  in  the  vault  in  St.  Mildred's  Church-yard.  Some 
years  passed  away  before  my  mother  felt  equal  to  visit 
that  spot,  and  then  alone  she  repaired  thither  to  pour  forth 
the  sorrow  of  her  bleeding  heart. 

VIII.  CTiirCg  ^trailer/  Bom  at  Gloucester  August  19, 
1815,  died  April  25,  following,  aged  eight  months.  A 
lovely  and  vigorous  infant,  he  was  in  apparent  health 
taken  out  for  air  by  the  nursemaid,  and  while  in  her  arms 
expired  from  a  fit  occasioned  by  dentition.  My  father 
accompanied  the  remains  of  the  dear  child  to  Shortwood, 
sixteen  miles  distant,  for  interment. 

IX.  JfCltirCr  ^Ubb,  was  bom  at  Rose  Cottage,  Gloucester, 
Friday,  March  7,  1S17.  In  a  world  where  Death  reigna 
with  universal  sway,  and  sternly  severs  the  most  important 

^  With  the  probabilitv  that  some  for  whom  this  history  is  designed  will  hare 
little  acquaintance  with  these  names,  or  that  section  of  the  Church  of  Christ  to 
■which  they  belonged,  I  quote  for  such  the  following  remarks  of  a  divine  and 
philosopher — one  of  the  brightest  luminaries  of  our  age.  *'  Let  it  never  be  for- 
gotten of  the  Particular  Baptists  of  England  that  they  form  the  denomination  of 
Fuller  and  Carey  and  Ryland  and  Hall  and  Foster ;  that  they  have  originated 
among  them  the  greatest  of  all  missionary  enterprises  ;  that  they  have  enriched 
the  literature  of  our  country  with  authoi'ship  of  the  most  exalted  piety,  as  well 
as  the  first  talent,  and  the  first  eloquence :  that  they  have  waged  a  very  noble 
and  successful  war  with  the  hydra  of  Antinomianism  ;  that  perhaps  there  is  not 
a  more  intellectual  community  of  ministers  in  our  island,  or  who  have  put  forth 
in  proportion  to  their  number  a  greater  amount  of  mental  activity  in  the  defence 
and  illustration  of  our  common  faith  :  and  what  is  better  than  all  the  triumphs 
of  genius  and  understanding,  who,  by  their  zeal  and  fidelity,  and  pastoral  labour 
among  the  congregations  which  they  have  reared,  have  done  more  to  swell  the 
hsts  of  genuine  diecipleship  in  the  walks  of  private  society,  and  thus  both  to 
uphold  and  extend  the  Uving  Christianity  of  the  nation." — JJe.  Csaimeeb. 

11—2 


104    GEN.  VI.  1777— 1S19.      THOMAS  FLINT.  Fajnlhj. 


ties,  they  are  not  few  who  like  my  brother  have  known  a 
father  only  by  name.  Yet  he  shared  a  father's  love,  and 
as  that  tender  parent  fondled  his  infant  son,  his  contem- 
plative mind  anxiously  scanned  the  destinies  of  existence, 
while  he  viewed  the  little  voyager  launched  on  the  ocean 
of  life  with  its  threatening  surges — fatal  rocks — hidden 
quicksands,  and  adverse  currents.  Unconscious  however 
was  he,  that  his  guiding  hand  would  never  aid  in  directing 
the  true  course  amid  those  dangers,  and  that  at  the  age  o£ 
two  years  and  eight  months  the  object  of  such  regard 
would  receive  a  last  embrace  in  the  arms  of  a  dying  father. 
As  with  his  grandfather,  the  boyhood  of  my  brother  to 
human  apprehension  foreshadowed  an  early  grave  rather 
than  that  vigorous  tone  of  health  enjoyed  on  attaining 
manhood.  His  education  finished,  the  Brewery  in  Stour 
Street  became  the  sphere  of  his  duties,  and  the  abode  of 
his  mother  his  happy  home,  himself  being  her  only  com- 
panion during  the  last  decade  of  her  Ufe.  How  largely  he 
contributed  to  her  happiness  through  those  declining 
years,  when  watchful  attention,  tender  sympathy  and 
cheering  intercourse  were  pecuharly  needed,  it  is  not  in 
my  power  to  describe.  After  her  decease  my  brother  and 
myself  resided  together,  and  in  my  own  experience  I  may 
gratefully  ascribe  to  him  that  which  I  have  affirmed  of 
my  mother.  Here  silence  is  preferable  ;  such  felicity  is 
like  "that  still  music  which  the  ancients  supposed  is 
going  on  above,  not  the  less  sweet  for  making  no  noise  in 
the  ears  of  this  world."  A  solitary  remark  therefore  is 
all  that  shall  be  indulged  in,  but  I  wish  it  to  be  emphatic. 
In  reviewing  those  twenty  years  I  conceive  that  fraternal 
union  is  seldom  marred  by  fewer  inconsistencies,  for  no 
hour  of  that  period  has  transpired  when  the  hand  of  either 
might  not  truthfully  have  inscribed  on  the  walls  of  our 
dwelling,  Sacked  to  Pe.\ce. 

His  removal  to  Margate  and  business  engagements  have 
had  previous  mention  ;'  that  these  claims  should  have 
trenched  as  much  on  mental  pursuits,  so  long  and  success- 
fully followed,  I  lament ;  but  with  increased  inducements 
and  yet  stronger  feeling  I  repeat  the  desire  expressed  in 
former  Brief  Records, 

1  See  pages  138  aud  150. 
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Still  time  the  lyre,  and  let  thy  numbera  flow.^ 
In  1S57  he  retired  from  the  ironmongery  business  and  for 
some  years  was  engaged  with  Life  Assurance.    It  was  at  the 
close  of  1S62  that  circumstances  transpired  displaying  the 
singular  leadings  of  Providence,  and  changing  his  future  po- 
sition.   In  Canterbury  a  low  fever  which  was  prevailing  had 
attacked  the  family  of  our  esteemed  relative  Mr.  Frederick 
Flint— himself,  Mrs.  F.  and  four  of  their  sons  were  at  the 
same  time  prostrated,  and  my  brother  was  telegraphed  to 
at  Brighton  requesting  his  immediate  aid  in  the  Brewery. 
During  several  weeks  he  became  a  resident  at  his  Uncle 
Flint's,  and  thus  commenced  an  attachment  to  her  who  is 
the  loved  wife  of  his  bosom  and  the  source  of  his  highest 
earthly  enjoyment.      The  venerable  parent   lived  to  give 
his  cordial  approval  to  the  contemplated  union,  certain  of 
the  future  fehcity  of  his  daughter.    Attended  by  numerous 
relatives,   Fe:™eb   Ludd  Flqjt   and  Cathaelne  Flist, 
were  married  on  Tuesday,  June   30,   1863,   at  St.  John's 
Street  Chapel,  London,  by  the   Hoc.  and  Eev.  Baptist  W. 
Noel,  M.  A,,  the  admiration  with  which  the  character  of  this 
distinguished  minister  had  long   been  regarded,  having  kd 
to  tlie  celebration  of  the  rite  by  him.     Leciding  on  makirg 
-.  Margate  their  .place  of  abode,  some  time  elapsed  before  a 

suitable  residence   could  be  obtained,  but  on  May  30,  fol- 
lowiDg  they  removed  to  No.   25,   Cecil  Square,  of  which 
premises   my  brother  had  taken  a  seven  years'  lease.     In 
the  arrangement  that  I  should  reside  with  them  both  my 
brother  and  dear  sister  evinced  a  concern  for  my  comfort 
and  happiness  which  I  cannot  too  gratefully  acknowledge. 
1  Next  to  the  completion  of  this  volume,  my  desirea  would  be  most  gralitied 
in  seeing  .ct  bi-others  noems  in  a  collected  and  appropriate  form.     One  incident 
must  nol  be  lost.     It  w'as  when  our  beloved  Sovereign  made  Walmer  her  resort, 
that  he  wrote  three   stanzas  in  the  measure  of  the  ISational   Anthem    enlitlud, 
"  A  Piaver  for  the  Queen,"  which  on  an  embossed  card  he  forwarded  to  Ladv 
Ljtteltoi,  then  Lady  in  Waiting,   sohciting  the  favour-  of  her  presentmg  it,  and 
to  this  received  the  following  reply. 

"  Lady  Lvttelton  begs  to  inform  Mr.  Flint  that,  the  copy  of  verses  which 
he  forwarded  to  her,  has  been  laid  before  the  Queen,  and  that  Her  Majesly  has 
been  pleased  graciously  to  accept  tliem. 

•'Walmer  Castle,  Nov.  15th,  1842." 
-  About  three  years  after,  at  a  party  my  brother  and  myself  were  introduced  to 
a  ladv— an  enchantin<^  soni^stress,  and  the  daughter  ot  a  physician  m  the  army- - 
iust  returned  from  Canada,  who  on  the  mention  of  his  name  enquired  |f  h«=  wer'= 
the  author  of  "  A  Prayer  for  the  Queen,"  which  she  had  purchnsed  in  Montreal, 
and  repeatedly  sung  i'n  the  noble  steam  ship  while  crossing  the  Atlantic? 
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Mrs.  Cliristiaa. 


y.    MARY    FLINT, 

(MRS.    CHRISTIAN). 
1781—1834. 
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■was  the  junior  of  tliis  genera- 
tion, being  four  years  younger  than  my 
father.  She  was  bom  at  Ashford,  Saturday, 
July  21,  1781  ;  her  education  was  completed 
at  Faversham,  and  till  her  marriage  she  re- 
sided beneath  the  parental  roof.  It  was  very  shortly  after  the 
removal  of  the  family  to  Canterbury  that  she  received  the  atten- 
tions of  Mr.  HEXRY  CHRISTIAiST,  whose  age  was  similar  to 
her  own,  and  who  also  worshipped  at  Gdldhall  Street  Chapel. 
His  family  was — and  some  of  the  descendants  still  are — resident 
at  Deal.  Having  served  seven  years  to  Mr.  Keene,  chemist,  of  the 
High  Street,  Canterbury,  he  had  recently,  on  the  completion  of 
his  apprenticeship,  taken  the  business  of  his  late  master,  whose 
advanced  years  induced  his  retirement.^  Mr.  Christian  and  my 
aunt  were  married  at  St.  Mildred's  Church,  Tuesday,  October  5, 
1802.2  ger  conjugal  life  which  thus  commenced  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  was  extended  to  the  term  of  thirty -two  years.  Though 
blessed  with  temporal  prosperity,^  it  was  marked  by  continued 

1  The  house  is  the  third  fi-om  the  S.W.  corner  of  GuiUhaU  Street ;  on  the 
death  of  ilr.  C.  it  wns  sold  to  his  successor  Mr.  Wilson. 

'  Their  ivedding  dinner  was  given  at  the  George  Hotel,  Sittingbourne,  whence 
the  following  day  the  newly  married  pair  proceeded  to  London, 

3  In  1807  Mrs.  C.  had  giVeu  her  by  her  father  an  equal  share  in  the  Brewery, 
with  the  stipulation  that  at  the  end  of  the  fourteen  years'  paiiuorship,  it  should 
be  withdrawn  and  invested.  The  entke  amount  Mr.  C.  received  with  my  aunt 
exceeded  eight  thousand  pounds. 
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and  severe  trials  ;  child  after  child  fell  the  victim  of  consump- 
tion, which  at  length  she  herself  contracted  in  nuising  her  be- 
loved daughter  Priscilla  with  attention  so  unremitted  as  to  prove 
fatal  to  the  devoted  mother.  In  her  case  the  disease  assumed  a 
very  lingering  form.i  Averse  to  a  more  distant  removal  from 
home,  she  was  taken  to  Harhledown,  and  there  gently  breathed 
her  last  on  Thursday,  September  25,  1834,  aged  fifty-three  years. 
Her  remains  rest  with  those  of  my  cousin  Priscilla.  In  person 
my  aunt  was  of  ordinary  stature,  delicately  formed,  with  pleas- 
ing feminine  features  and  a  very  fail  complexion,  but  inlierited 
from  her  father  his  shortness  of  vision.  Her  manners  were  re- 
fined and  engaging,  her  disposition  naturally  cheerful,  and  as  a 
mother  her  affection  and  tenderness  could  scarcely  be  surpassed. 
She  was  truly  pious,  and  though  not  united  by  niembersliip  to 
the  church  in  King  Street,  was  fixmly  attached  to  its  distinctive 
principles,  and  deserves  to  be  held  in  grateful  remembrance  for 
her  personal  efforts  and  sacrifices  in  connection  with  the  origin 
of  that  Christian  society.  Jlr.  Christian,  as  one  of  its  founders, 
held  the  ofiice  of  deacon  till  he  withdrew  from  the  cause  in 
1838.  Having  disposed  of  his  business,  he  quitted  Canterbury 
on  February  27,  1844,  and  for  some  years  resided  by  himself 
in  London.  In  October,  1854,  he  took  up  his  abode  with  his 
sons  in  Birmingham,  where,  after  an  illness  of  only  four  days, 
longing  for,  and  tranquilly  awaiting  his  change,  he  expired 
Saturday,  January  20,  1855,  in  the  seventy-fourth  year  of  his 
age.     He  was  interred  at  Birmingham. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Christian  had  issue,  nine  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters,2  namely,— WILLIAM,    MAEY,  PEISCILLA,    HENRY 

^  If  tliis  malady  be  hereditary  I  have  till  now  found  no  evidence  of  its  exist- 
ence either  in  the  Flint  or  Fenner  families  ;  of  course  I  allude  not  to  marriage 
connections,  or  the  Issue  of  the  aiith  generation.  Its  futui'e  iuroads  may  be 
easily  accounted  for, 

2  Two  infants,  I  beUeve,  died  shortly  after  birth  of  whom  record  is  not  here 
taken. 
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BEREY,  EICHAED  MAY,  CHAELOTTE,  THOMAS  FLIXf, 
EEANCIS,  WILLUM,  BE]^JAjNn]S\  LUDD.  In  this  fa- 
mily a  peculiar  feature  was  the  rare,  and  almost  perfect,  though 
transient,  beauty  of  several  of  the  boys,  when  about  the  age  of 
four  years. 

1-  (MlUliim,  born  July  10,  180.3,  was  a  lad  of  much  pro- 
mise, but  died  of  consumption,  July  2,  1813,  aged  ten 
yeai's. 

n.  Jnclnri),  born  August  15,  1804,  was  afflicted  with  partial 
deafness.  She  had  completed  her  education  and  returned 
home,  when  after  about  twelve  months  illuess,  like  a 
withered  flower  she  was  cut  down  by  consumption,  Sep- 
tember 29,  1821,  aged  seventeen  years.  Meek,  gentle, 
and  affectionate,  the  dear  girl  was  beloved  by  all  who 
knew  her. 

III.  ;jJll5ClUJ:,  bom  July  19,  1808,  was  named  after  her 
Aunt  Flint,  and  being  adopted  by  her,  became  from 
early  childhood  a  constant  resident  in  Wincheap.  On 
November  30,  1826,  she  made  a  public  profession 
of  reUgion  by  joining  the  church  in  King  Street,  of 
which  she  became  "an  active,  honourable,  and  useful 
member.  "^  Although  deUcate  in  health,  her  life  was  one 
of  privileged  enjoyment.  In  the  summer  of  1829  she  ac- 
companied the  writer  and  other  relatives  in  the  interesting 
toiu'  already  referred  to  (p.  56)  and  returned  home  with 
recruited  strength  ;  but  to  her  it  was  the  last  of  many 
similar  excursions.  In  October  pulmonary  symptons  ex- 
cited alarm,  the  dire  disease  could  not  be  mistaken,  and 
she  was  soon  confined  to  that  chamber  which  in  her  ex- 
perience was  "quite  on  the  verge  of  heaven."  Neither  by 
night  nor  by  day  was  she  left  by  her  heart-stricken  mother, 
who  never  recovered  the  loss  of  her  child.  Many  of  her 
expressions  were  striking — to  the  Eeminiscent  she  re- 
marked "From  the  time  of  my  conversion  I  have  never 
been  disturbed  by  a  doubt."-  On  Friday,  February  19 
1830,  "in  the  triumphant  faith  of  an  assured  interest  in 

'  .=!ee  Obituary.     Baptist  Magazine,  vol.  xsii.  p.  liiO. 

-  Piiscilla  was  o^veatly  attached  to  the  writings  of  the  excellent  Komainc  ; 
with  her  dying  haud  she  pencilled  mj  name  in  the  volumes. 
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the  merits  of  her  Redeemer,"  she  was  admitted  iiito  His 
presence  to  go  no  more  out.  My  beloved  and  lamented 
cousin  had  only  attained  the  age  of  tweuty-oue  years  and 
seven  months.  As  from  our  favoured  position — that  of 
adopted  grand-children — much  of  our  youth  had  been 
passed  together,  a  sincere  and  uuljrokeu  friendship  united 
us,  the  remembrance  of  which  is  Taithfully  cherished  by 
the  survivor.  Priscilla  was  interred  in  Chapel  Church- 
yard by  the  side  of  her  brothers  and  sister,  in  a  large 
brick  grave,  made  to  receive  her  remains.  Two  head- 
stones mark  the  spot.' 

I  '  .  ijCuiy,  bom  January  16,  ISIO,  received  his  education 
at  Chatham,  and  after  passing  some  years  in  London  re- 
turned to  Canterbury,  where  he  established  himself  as  a 
Veterinary  Surgeon.  On  Thursilay,  December  29,  1331, 
he  married  at  St.  Mary  Bredman's  Church,  his  first  cousin 
Miss  .Sap.ah  Christian,  only  child  of  the  late  Mr.  \Vm. 
Christian  of  Birmingham.  Since  the  decease  of  her  parents 
she  had  resided  in  the  family  of  her  uncle,  and  by  a  pubUc 
profession  of  religion  united  herself  to  the  church  in  King 
Street.  Her  health  had  long  been  delicate,  and  while  on  a 
visit  to  her  early  friends  in  Birmingham,  she  ruptured  a 
vessel  on  the  lungs,  lingered  a  few  da3'3,  and  died  there, 
August  16,  1835,  aged  twenty-four  years.  Amiable,  ac- 
complished and  pious,  she  was  deservedly  esteemed  :  of 
two  children,  one  only  survived  her. 

HENRY,  born  November  1832,  was  ai tided  to  a 
Solicitor  at  Maidstone,  but  inheriting  his  mother's 
constitution,  died  of  consumption  July  8,  1851, 
ere  he  had  completed  his  nineteenth  year. 
Eis  fortune  was  inherited  by  his  father. 

{.)n  Wednesday,  October  25,  1S37.  Mr.  C.  entered  into  a 
second  marriage  with  Miss  Emma  Elizabeth  Bcckton,  of 
Birmingham  (born  December  24,  1811),  whose  estimable 
family  had  been  the  bosom  friends  of  his  first  wife.  He 
subsequently  joined  the  church  in  Guildhall  Street,  and 
honourably  held  the  olBce  of  Deacon,  till  with  his  cousin 
and  coadjutor  Mr.  Frederick  FUnt  he  withdrew  from  the 
U  is  c!oso  aJjoiuiiicr  (o,  and  on  the  E.  side  of  the  Fenner  tomb. 


170    GEN.  VI.  17S1— 1S34.         MART  FLINT.         J/re.  Christian. 


cause.  Shortly  after  the  death  of  his  son,  Mr.  C.  retired 
from  business,  and  to  the  deep  regret  of  myself  and  others, 
who  had  long  shared  his  friendship,  left  Canterbury,  De- 
cember 3,  1851,  for  Birmingham,  where  in  the  Ampton 
Road,  Edgbaston,  he  has  erected  for  his  residence  a  charm- 
ing viUa,  Ashfield  House.  The  Independent  Church  in 
SteeUiouse  Lane,  with  which  Mrs.  C.  and  her  family  were 
united,  he  made  his  spiritual  home,  and  was  there  chosen 
to  the  diaconal  office,  but  in  1855  seceded  with  others 
harmoniously,  to  found  the  new  Congregational  Church  at 
Edgbaston,  commemorating  the  fiftieth  year  of  the  ministry 
of  the  Rev.  J.  A.  -James,  in  Birmingham. 

Mr.  C.  had  issue  by  his  second  wife,  who   died  August 
8,  1S68,  aged  fifty-seven. 

I  EMMA  ELIZABETH,  bom  October  9, 
1S3S.  A  most  lovely  and  superior  girl ;  her 
health  had  been  good,  till  the  death  of  her  infant 
sister  Mary  proved  a  shock  too  great  for  her  sen- 
sitive frame.  She  survived  only  a  fortnight,  and 
expired  May  19,  1850,  aged  eleven  years  and 
seven  months. 

A  flower  of  rare  and  beauteous  hue, 
Sweet  as  the  rose — as  fragile  too  !^ 

II.    MARY   JULIA,   born  March  20,    lS4i,   died 
August  6,  1845. 

III.  THOMAS  OWEN,  born  October  19,  1847. 

IV.  MARY  LOUISA,  born  August  25,  1849,  died 
May  5,  1850. 

V.   JEMIMA,  born  AprU  19,  1851. 

\.  IbCrri],  born  May  6,  1811.  He  married  [Nov.  3,  183.5] 
Mary  [East]  Norrls  of  Deal,  and  has  been  for  many 
years  a  resident  in  London.  [Mrs.  Christian  died  May 
24,  1865,  aged  fifty-eight  years.]     They  have  issue, 

[I.  EERRY,  born  December  13,  1838.  Married, 
June  21,  1809,  at  Wattle  Flat,  Victoria,  Australia, 

1  She  was  interred  in  a  vault  in  the  newly  formed  cemetery  in  Wincheap 
Strt^et.  This  eligible  enclosure  was  pui'chased  at  my  suggestion  for  a  burial 
grouuil  bj  the  dissenters  of  Canterbury,  on  oui'  disposal  of  the  property  in  1819. 
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ANN  COUTTS,  third  daughter  of  ALEXANDER 
COUTTS  of  BuUarook.  Issue -I.  CHA3LES 
BSaBY,  born  April  27,  1S70.  II.  ALEXAII3ES, 
born  July  2S,  1871.  III.  JANE,  born  March  18, 
1873. 

11.  CHARLES  DOWSETT,  of  Australia,  born 
October  23,  1S40. 

III.  YOUNQHUSBAND,  born  September  10, 
1842.  Married  at  St.  Mary's  Church,  Hagger- 
stone,  December  23,  1S66,  to  EMMA  GOODSON, 
third  daughter  of  JOHN  GOODSON,  of  Upper 
Street,  Islington.  Issue -1.  EVELYN,  born  Oc- 
tober 11,  1867,  died  April  3,  ISOS.  II.  YOUNG- 
ETJ3BAND,  born  October  13,  1SG8. 

IV.  EAST,  born  June  6,  1S44.  Married  at  St. 
John's  Church,  Bethnal  Green,  August  31,  1861, 
to  M.-VRY  ANN  OSBOEN,  sbtth  daughter  of 
JAJIES  OSEORN  of  Nicholas  Street,  Mile  End. 
Issue— I.  MASY  EAST,  bora  April  5,  1S63.  II. 
FRANK  PEECY,  born  November  21,  1864.  III. 
CHASLES  EESKY,  born  March  6,  1SC6.  IV. 
EEKEET  NOaaiS,  born  October  7,  1867,  died 
June  16,  1S69.  V.  AilY  FLOEEKCE,  born  July 
13,  1S69.  VI.  LILIAN  MAUD,  born  September 
6,  1872.] 

A' I.  ^viciUU'i)  ^VlaD,  bom  May  3,  1813.  A  lovely,  un- 
assuming and  pious  youth,  died  of  consumption  June 
20,  1S2S,  aged  tifteeu  years.  His  death  was  improved  to 
a  crowded  audience  at  King  Street  Chapel,  Lord's  day 
evening  the  29th  inst. ,  by  the  Rev.  Joseph  Burton,  whose 
ministry  had  been  blessed  to  Richard's  conversion  ;  his 
first  serious  impressions  being  attributed  to  a  sermon  on 
Eccles.  iii.  15,  "  God  requireth  that  which  is  past.'' 

VII.  (UlUirlottC,  bom  June  30,  1814.  After  the  decease  of 
her  sister  PriscUla  she  resided  with  her  Aunt  Flint  at  Win- 
cheap  till  1835,  when  she  was  married  at  St.  Mary  Bred- 
man's    Church,    to   Mr.    Charles    Finch    Dowsett,    of 
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Bishopsbourne,^  near  Canterbury,' farmer  pjorn  March  27, 
1S03].  Previously  to  this  she  had  become  a  member  o£ 
the  church  in  King  Street.  In  the  eujojonent  of  every 
earthly  good,  her  life  was  cut  short  by  consumption,  July 
30,  1842,  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years.  Her  remains 
rest  in  the  [  church-yard,  immediately  opposite  her  once 
happy  home,  and  separated  from  it  only  by  the  g?.rden. 
Mrs.  D.  had  five  children,  of  whom  but  two  survived  her. 

I.  CHARLES  FINCH,  of  Towce^ter,  [now  of 
London,  born  .luly  S,  1S37],  married  October  20, 
1859,  ELLEN  MOREWOOD,  of  London.  [Issue 
—I.  EILEN  CHISLOTTE,  born  July  24  ,  1860. 
II.'CHABLES  FINCH,  bom  December   15,  ISiil. 

III.  JOSSPS  HOSEWOOD,    born   May   14,  1S(U. 

IV.  EDITS  MASY  LEPIIIE,  born  March  2,  lSi)6. 

V.  GESTaUBE  SA3AH_HOS3W0OB,  born  Sep- 
tember 28,  1SG7,  died  November  11,  1873.  VI. 
RCWLAND  HEiTKY  CS2ISTIAIJ,  born  October 
9,  18(39,  died  November  IS,  1873.  VII.  ESHEST 
ITJCE,  born  September  26,  1370.] 

II.  HENRY,    [Clergyman,    of    Ramabottom,    near 

Manchester,  born  December  4,  1838,  married 
January  4,  1S71,  to  LYDIA  LUCE,  of  St.  He- 
llers, Jersey. 

III.  GEORGE   RICHARD,  died  June  11,  1841, 
aged  two  moutlis. 

IV.  CHARLOTTE,    died  May  7,  1842,  aged  two 
years.] 

\  in.  "ti.hOinaS  Jfiiltt,  bom  November  3,  I6I5,  was  placed 
witli  a  respectable  draper  in  his  native  city,  taking  the 
situation  vacated  by  his  brother  Richard's  death.  The 
term  completed  he  weut  to  London,  and  being  handsome, 
gentlemanly,  and  clever,  he  occupied  the  highest  situation 
in  that  branch  of  trade.  Desirous  of  rendering  his  services 
yet  more  valuable  he  repaired  to  Paris,  and  had  been  there 
but  a  short  time  when,   mom-nful  to  relate,  he  was  sud- 

^  Here  Hooker  lived   aud    died — leaving  an  imperishable   memorial   in   Lis 
"  Ecclesiastical  Polity."     Jlr.  Dowsett  departed  this  Ufe  October  21,  1857. 
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deuly  laid  on  a  dying  bed  by  hemorrhage  of  the  longs. 
After  lingering  little  more  than  a  week  be  expired,  January 
26,  1847,  and  found  a  grave  among  strangers.  A  pious 
Protestant  Minister  who  visited  him  in  his  illness,  com- 
municated some  most  gratifying  facts  in  connection  with 
his  last  hours. 

IX.  ,4*iranCtS,  bom  March  27,  1817,  was  trained  to  his 
father's  business,  in  which  he  remained  till  the  former  left 
Canterbury.  In  1850,  as  a  chemist  he  opened  a  very  re- 
spectable concern  in  New  Street,  corner  of  Cannon  Street, 
Birmingham,  and  there  married  on  Thursday,  March  13, 
in  the  following  year.  Miss  Caholute  Bockton,  sister  of 
Mrs.  Henry  Christian,  who  died  January,  1863.  They 
had  issue  four  children. 

I.    MARY    born  December  27,  1S51. 
n.    WILLIAM,  born  November  23,  1854. 

III.  JULIA,  bom  August  28,  1856. 

IV.  EMMA,  born  June  14,  1858. 

On  February  18,  1864,  he  married  as  his  second  wife 
AMELIA,  third  daughter  of  JOSEPH  POOLE,  Esq.  of 
Harrington  Square,  London.  Aifecting  to  record,  little 
more  than  four  months  had  elapsed,  when  in  the  midst  of 
temporal  prosperity  and  Christian  usefulness,  he  died  July 
2,  at  Folkestone,  whither  he  had  gone  for  change  of  air, 
aged  forty-seven  years.     He  was  interred  at  Birmingham. 

X.  SB.illiam,  bom  May  1,  1818.  No  member  of  his  family 
had  suffered  as  did  this  worthy  youth  ;  bodily  affliction 
having  incapacitated  him  for  active  duties.  With  the 
morning  of  life  thus  clouded,  and  its  bright  blossoms  of 
hope  withered,  he  was  a  stnkiug  example  of  Christian 
resignation,  and  "  in  patience  possessed  his  soul."  Amiable, 
aflfectionate,  and  eminently  pious,  he  joyfuDy  bade  adieu 
to  a  world  of  sin  and  sorrow,  August  29,  1841,  in  the 
twenty-fourth  year  of  his  age. 

XL  iBcnjlUniTT,  bom  Sunday,  August  1,  1819,  served  an 
apprenticeship  to  a  grocer  in  Canterbury,  and  for  many 
years  held  a  respectable   situation  in  a  large  Tea  Ware- 
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house  in  Fenchurch  Street,  London.  In  1855  he  estab- 
lished himself  in  that  business  in  High  Street,  Birmingham. 
[He  has  now  retired.] 

Ail.  ^UuO,  bom  June  22,  1821,  was  apprenticed  to  the  Linen 
Drapery  business  in  London.  On  June  13,  1857,  he  mar- 
ried [SAEAH  RED(JATE  BROWN,  of  Arnold,  Notting- 
hamshire], and  resides  at  13,  Prince  Albert  Street,  Brigh- 
ton.    [He  has  since  removed  to  Powis  Villas.] 


APPENDIX. 


A.  PATTERSON  FAJIILY. 

B.  MARSH  FAJMILY. 

c.  blackjviore  family. 

D.  FENNEB  FAMILY. 

E.  LUDD  FAMILY. 

F.  FRANCIS  FAMILY. 

G.  THE  FAillLY  HOUSE,  ASHFOBD. 
H.  STOUR  STREET  BREWERY. 

I.  ST.  DUNSTA2^"'S  BREWERY. 

J.  INSCRIPTION  ON  TOMB  :  ASHFORD. 

K.  EPITAPH  ON  TABLET  :  CANTERBL*RY. 

L.  EPITAPHS  ON  TABLET  :  WEYilOUTH ;   AND  ON 

TOMB,  MARGATE. 

M.  TICMORE-END  :  HORSLEY. 

N.  HOLLINGHAM  :  HORSLEY. 

O.  FAC-SIMLLES  OF  ANCESTRAL  AUTOGR.APHS. 

P.  PORTRAITS. 

R.  FLINT  ARMS.     (Seep.  68.) 

S.  CHRONOLOGY. 

T.  FA:MILY  RELICS.     (See  Preface.) 

r.  SERMON  BY  REV.  T.  FLINT. 


APPENDIX  A. 


PATTENSON  FAMILY. 


PATTENSON   FAMILY. 

APPENDIX     A.      Seep.2i. 


jlgilStCUi  in  his  mention  of  this  fauiilj', 
among  other  facts  states  with  regard  to  its 
origin  that,  "  on  the  N.  side  of  the  Parish  of 
Biddenden  lies  a  seat  called  Ibomden  House,^ 
which,  with  the  greater  part  of  the  denne  in 
which  it  is  situated,  has  been  from  the  very 
beginning  of  the  last  century  (1600)  the  estate  and  residence  of 
the  family  of  Pattenson.  Eoger  Pattenson,  Clothier,  came  out 
of  Yorkshire,  and  purchased  this  estate  with  several  others  in 
this  and  the  adjoining  parishes,  and  budt  three  several  houses 
in  Biddenden  " — "  Biddenden  House  is  a  mansion  at  the  N. 
end  of  the  parish,  which  descended  to  Mr.  Josias  Pattenson, 
who  bequeathed  it  to  his  eldest  [youngest  1  ]  son  Josias" — "  The 
Pattensoi^s  bear  for  their  arms.  Argent  on  a  fess  sable  three 
fleur-de-lis,  or."^  To  the  late  Mr.  Samuel  FUnt,  who  possessed 
several  family  documents,  I  am  indebted  for  much  information. 
He  stated  that  the  Pattensons  came  from  Cherry  Burton,  three 
miles  to  the  W.  of  Beverley,  where  they  had  realized  great 
wealth  as  clothiers ;  and  as  at  that  time  this  branch  of  manu- 
facture flourished  in  the  "Weald  of  Kent,  it  would  lead  to  the 

^  Hasted's  History  of  Keat,  vol.  iiL  pp.  65  and  90.     Tliia  work  was  published 
in  1799  in  four  folio  vols.  :  its  present  value  is  from  tweWe  to  fourteen  pounds. 

2  Iborndea  is  situated  about  four  miles  to  tbe  N.E.  of  Cranbrook,  and  tlie 
like  distance  from  the  Railway  St.itioa  at  Headcorn. 

3  On  taking  the  Pattenson  .Irms  tbe  Tyldens  hail  permission  so  far  to  blend 
tUeir  own,  as  to  bear  a  bugle  in  place  of  the  middle  fleur-de-lis. 

12 
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supposition  that  they  had  had  previous  commercial  connection 
with  the  district. '  In  reply  to  my  application  to  the  rector  of 
Cherry  Burton,  he  informed  me  that  the  parish  register  did  not 
commence  tiU  1.561,  from  which  period  to  1647  the  name  of 
Pattenson  repeatedly  occurs,  hut  not  that  of  Eoger,  and  that  no 
monuments  had  been  raised  in  the  church  to  their  memory. 
Eoger  Pattenson  during  forty  years  held  the  office  of  Church- 
warden at  Biddenden,  and  his  signature  in  a  fine  bold  hand, 
first  occurs  in  the  parish  records  in  1559.  As  he  was  living  in 
1608  he  must  have  attained  a  very  advanced  age.  He  be- 
queathed Ibomden  to,  his  son  John,  and  by  a  lease  bearing  date 
1646  a  John  Pattenson  lets  it  to  his  brother  Josias,  but  whether 
the  lessor  was  the  same  individual,  or  the  grandson  of  Eoger,  I 
have  failed  to  ascertain,^  and  therefore  trace  the  descent  from 

SoskxS  PattenSCrtT.  Gent,  of  Biddenden  House.  He  left 
issue  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely,  Susannah, 
Samuel,  Josias  and  Ann. 

I.    Susannah,     spinster.     Her  wiU  was  proved  at  Can- 
terbury in  1690.     Mr.  Samuel  Flint  had  the  probate. 

11.    SantUCl.     It   is   to   this   gentleman,  who    became   the 
father-in-law  of  our  lineal  ancestor  Mr.  Abraham  Flint, 

'  "  Cranbrook  is  noted  as  having  been  the  spot  wbere  the  cloth  business  was 
originally  concentrated,  and  carried  on  for  many  centuries,  the  cloth  here  manu- 
factured being  in  high  repute.  Hasted  states  it  was  of  so  much  consequence, 
and  held  in-such  estimation,  that  persons  possessed  of  most  landed  property  in 
the  Weald  followed  this  business,  and  nearly  all  the  ancient  families,  many  of 
which  ai-o  now  ennobled,  sprang  from,  and  owe  their  titles  to  ancestors  who 
followed  this  great  staple  manufacture,  at  the  present  day  unknown  at  this 
place.  It  is  also  reported  that  Queen  Elizabeth  in  the  year  1573  upon  a  visit 
to  Cranbrook  inspected  the  cloth  manufactory,  and  walked  to  Coursehorn,  a 
mile  distant,  the  whole  way  upon  broad-cloth."  Ireland's  Hisiori/  of  Kent, 
vol.  ii.  p.  355.  "The  man  ui'aclure  of  woollen  cloth  was  remarkably  increased 
and  improved  by  the  French  Protestant  Refugees — manv  of  whom  landed  at 
Sandwich  and  thence  spread  themselves."  Professor  JVeiss,  p.  259.  Till 
1654  our  fine  broadcloths  were  sent  to  Holland  lo  be  dyed. 

"  For  this  a  search  is  required  at  Doctors'  Commons.  I  have  referred  to  the 
following  wills  proved  at  Canterbury.  John  Pattenson  proved  in  1660  :  Hobert 
in  1661 :  Margaret  in  169'J,  and  Elizabeth  in  1717.  Berry's  Pedigree  is  so  in- 
correct that  it  could  not  have  been  supplied  by  the  family. 
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that  reference  is  made  at  page  24.  He  embraced  Arian 
views,  which  led  to  hia  leaving  the  church  at  Staplehurst, 
and  uniting  with  other  seceders,  who  formed  a  congrega- 
tion at  Biddenden,  and  for  some  time  had  >Ir.  Pattensou 
as  their  minister.  The  old  church-book,'  to  which  refer- 
ence has  been  made,  does  not  record  the  secession,  but  the 
insertion  of  a  letter  addressed  to  "  the  dissenting  brethren," 
bearing  date  February  23,  1G96-7,  is  a  clue  to  the  time  of 
its  occurrence.  Mr.  Pattenson  licensed  the  kitchen  of  his 
mansion  for  public  worship,  which  was  occasiimally  held 
there  during  the  continuance  of  the  Pattenson  family.  He 
died  in  1722  and  his  will  was  proved  at  Canterbury.  He 
had  issue  one  son  and  six  daughters,  namely,  Samuel, 
Hannah,  Elizabeth,  Mary  Ann,  Susannah,  Martha  and 
Ann. 

I.  SAMUEL,  of  Biddenden,  Gent.  He  married 
Hanxah,  daughter  of  William  Blackmore, 
Esq.,  by  Mary  his  wife.  Mr.  P.  died  in  1770,* 
his  will  dated  August  31,  1769  was  proved  at 
Canterbury  July  17  following.  Their  daughter 
KAEY  married  Mr.  Sahuel  Flint  of  Ashford. 
See  p.  28. 

11.  HANNAH. 
ni.  ELIZABETH. 

IV.    MARY  ANN,  bom  1676.     Married  our  lineal 
ancestor  Mr.  Abraham  Funt. 

V.  SUSANNAH.  Married  Mr.  FRAN-CIS 
CARPEN'TER  of  Maidstone. 

VI.  MARTHA.  In  1721  she  married  the  Rev. 
George  Green  of  Lympne,  near  Hythe,  who  for 

'  In  it  the  signature  of  Samuel  Pattenson  but  once  occui's :  it  is  appended 
with  others  to  a  resolution  which  the  cburch  at  Smarden  passed  concerning 
some  "  dijFerings  "  in  the  church  at  Maidstone.  One  oilier  reference  to  him 
shows  that  if  lax  in  doctrme.  himself  and  followers  were  rii,nd  in  discipline  ;  it  is 
as  follows,  "  At  our  chui-ch  meeting  held  at  Smarden  y^  30th  of  March  170.3, 
Goodman  Medhurst,  of  j«  parish  of  Headcorney'  had  tormerly  his  communion 
with  Samuel  Pattenson,  but  was  eicommuntcated  from  their  communion  for 
wearing  of  a  wig,  and  since  then  hath  fell  into  many  and  great  evils  "  is  restored 
to  Christian  fellowship.  Alas  !  poor  Goodman,  thy  worldly  conformity  first  led 
thee  astray,  and  well  was  it  that  at  last  thy  name  and  character  were  found  to 
be  in  harmony. 

3  He  must  have  attained  the  almost  patriarchal  age  of  ninetv-sii. 

'l2— 2 
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many  years  was  the  pastor  of  the  Baptist  church, 
Ashford. 

VII.  ANN.  In  1713  married  Mr.  William  Cox  of 
LuUingstone,  near  Sevenoaks.  The  marriage 
bonds  of  the  two  last  mentioned  sisters  are  among 
i/lr.  S.  Flint's  documents. 

III.  JoStaS,  of  Biddenden  House,  Gent.  His  Will  dated 
October  14,  1721,  was  proved  at  Canterbury  May  4,  1722  : 
the  two  brothers  must  consequently  have  died  within  a 
few  months  of  each  other.  He  left  issue  Joaias,  William 
and  Margaret. 

I.  J  OS  IAS.  He  inherited  Biddenden  House  and 
married  Elizabeth,  the  eldest  of  the  two  daugh" 
ters  and  coheirs  of  Feux  Kaldwell,  Esq.  of 
Rolvenden.  It  was  with  this  Mr.  Pattenson  that 
Aunt  Molly  was  visiting  when  the  letter  was 
addressed  to  her,  noticed  at  p.  26.  He  died 
March  10,  1758,  and  left  issue  two  sons  and  three 
daughters  ;  namely— I.  K4U)WELL  PATTEN- 
SON,  Esq.  of  Rolvenden.  II.  MAEGASET.  III. 
ELLEN.  IV.  J0SL4S  of  Brook  Place,  Ashford, 
Gent.  V.  MAEY,  who  married  Mr.  Samuel 
MuNN,  of  Hastings,  Surgeon,  and  had  issue 
Samuel  Munn  of  Ashford,  Gent,  and  Ellen,  who 
married  William  Jemmett,  also  of  Ashford, 
Gent. 

II.  WILLIAM,  bora  1686:  of  Ibomden,  Gent.: 
married  Miss  Frances  Beale  of  Bredgar, '  who 
died  March  12,  1788,  aged  ninety-two.  Mr.  P. 
died  August  8,  1771,  aged  eighty-five.  They  had 
issue  one  daughter  and  one  son. — I.  FBANCES, 
Spinster.  II.  'WTLLIAM,  bom  1730,  bachelor. 
It  was  with  this  gentleman  my  grandfather  was 
on  terms  of  close  friendship  to  which  sufficient 
allusion  has  been  made  at  p.  51.  As  the  last 
male  descendant  his  name  and  fortune  passed  to 
the  Tylden  Family.     He  died  August  11,  1799, 

*  See  Hasted,/' Beale  Family." 
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aged  ■"sixty-nine.  His  Will  dated  April  20,  in 
that  year,  was  proved  at  Doctors'  Conunons  Sep- 
tember 9  following.' 
III.  MARGARET,  bom  1688,  was  married  by 
license  at  Frittenden,  on  April  28,  1715,  to  Mr. 
Thomas  Mabsh  of  Ashford,  Surgeon.  She  died 
May  9,  17-42,  aged  fifty-four.  Her  daughter 
PSISCrLLA  married  our  lineal  ancestor  Mr. 
Abeaham  Flln^t,  and  her  younger  daughter 
MARGARET  married  James  Blackmore,  Esq. 

1  V  .  ^ntt,  the  youngest  child  of  the  first  Josias  Pattenson, 
married  Mr.  Ja^es  Ceitall,  of  Cranbrook,  Clothier. 
This  record  is  imperfect,  but  sufficient  to  show  the  triple  con- 
nection hy  marriage  between  the  Pattenson  and  Flint  families, 
as  also  that  of  each  with  the  Blackmores.  The  Tyldens,  from 
the  title-deeds  of  their  estates,  doubtless  possess  a  perfect  table 
of  descent.  The  remark  of  Mr.  S.  Flint  is  confirmed  by  my 
briefer  observation  that  "  he  had  never  seen  the  name  of  Patten- 
son except  in  this  family  ;"  but  with  the  omission  or  exchange  of 
a  letter  in  the  middle  syllable,  it  is  of  frequent  occurrence.- 

1  With  such  alarm  did  he  regard  the  National  Debt,  that  he  strictly  prohi- 
bited his  executor  from  making  any  investment  in  the  Public  Funds,  and  I  pre- 
sume for  the  security  of  others,  states  in  his  Will  that  to  this  course  he  iiad 
always  adhered.  G'sod  man  !  but  Macaulay  had  not  then  written.  By  my 
grandfather  I  was  told  that  after  the  demise  of  itr.  P.  on  taking  down  an  old 
violin  which  had  long  retained  a  position  in  the  hall  far  out  of  reach,  it  was 
found  to  contain  a  goodly  sum  in  gumeas ;  an  ■'  egg  in  the  nest,"  should  the 
national  bankruptcy  arrive. 

2  In  the  Post-Otfice  Directory  for  London,  1854,  among  the  myriad  names 
contained  in  the  trade  and  Court  hsta,  that  of  Pattenson  does  not  once  occur. 
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rJ'iOl"  the  early  history  of  this  family  we  are 
also  indebted,  to  Hasted.  Describing  the  ham- 
let of  Marton  (Martin)  in  the  parish  of  E. 
Laugdon,  about  three  miles  from  Dover,  on 
the  jS".  side  of  the  road  leading  to  Deal,  he 
states,  "  In  this  hamlet  a  branch  of  the  Marsh 
family  resided  for  many  generations  till  about  1650,  -when  they 
removed  into  Dover.  The  family  of  Marsh  in  King  Henry  the 
I  Fifth's  time  wrote  themselves  ^lt£  jTlcrslt,-'  and  in  an  old  con- 
veyance belonging  to  a  neighbouring  farm  in  the  village  of  Gus- 
ton,  late  in  the  possession  of  William  Boteler  of  Eastry,  Esquire, 
date  Anno  7  Henry  V.,  1420,  one  of  the  witnesses  signs  him- 
self §Silmo  Jltt£  Jflirsh,  which  William  is  mentioned  with 
the  date  corresponding  in  the  pedigree  of  the  family.  Their 
seat  and  estate  here  was  devised  by  Thomas  Marsh  to  his  son 
John,  who  in  1646  conveyed  it  to  James  Burvill,  of  Sutton,  Clerk. 

^  "  After  the  practice  of  adopting  the  Dame  of  one's  owTi  estate  had  hecozne 
prt'tt.y  ;^'?neral  amongat  the  landed  families,  men  of  the  middle  and  lower 
classes  imitating  their  superiors,  borrowed  their  family  names  from  the  situation 
of  their  residences  ;  thus,  if  one  dwelt  upon  a  Hill,  he  would  style  himself 
Atte  Hull ;  if  on  a  MooE,  Attmore,  or  Amore  ;  if  undee  a  hill,  Underdown  ; 
if  near  some  TowEE  or  Gate.  Atte  T&toer  or  Agate;  if  by  some  Lake  or 
Shohe.  Bi/water  or  Buthesea  ;  if  near  the  public  road,  Bytheway.  The  prefis 
principally  made  use  of  was  Atte,  which  was  vaned  to  Atten  when  the  name 
began  with  a  vowel."  "These,  with  others,  were  in  the  course  of  a  few  genera- 
tions softened  to  A,  which,  geoeraily  speaking  was  dropped  towards  the  end  of 
the  sixteenth,  or  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century."  See  Enijlish 
Surnames,  hy  M.   A.   LoWEE,  vol.  i.  p.  69. 


Far- simile  of  Autogiapl 
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They  bore  for  their  Arms  ;  Quarterly— gules  and  argent  in  the 
first  quarter  a  horse's  head  oouped  at  the  neck  argent."'  Many 
of  the  family  are  interred  in  the  church,  and  one  costly  memorial 
remains — a  monument  against  the  N.  wall  of  the  chancel  to  the 
memory  of  Thomas  Marsh  of  Marton,  Gent,  who  died  Feb- 
ruary 13,  163-t,  aged  fifty-one,  leaving  four  sons  and  five  daugh- 
ters. The  inscription  is  in  Latin,  and  above  are  his  Arms,  with 
which  are  impaled  those  of  several  other  families.  That  our 
ancestor  Thomas  Marsh  of  Ashford  was  a  descendant  of  this 
family  rests  not  on  tradition,  but  is  established  beyond  doubt  by 
the  fact  that  on  the  tomb  in  Tenterden  Church-yard  his  daugh- 
ter Margaret  has  the  Arms  described,  impaled  with  those  of  her 
husband  James  Blackmore,  Esq.  To  trace  the  pedigree  correctly 
I  took  much  pains,  and  was  but  partially  successful.-  In  the 
Will  of  Thomas  Marsh  of  Dover,  Gent.,  proved  December  20, 
"^689,  who  directs  that  he  be  interred  with  his  father  in  the 
vault  in  the  church  of  E.  Langdon,  reference  is  made  to  his  son 
John  of  Ashford,  and  also  to  his  son  Thomas,  and  grandson  of 
the  same  name.  The  latter  I  conjecture  to  have  been  our  an- 
cestor, but  if  not,  there  is  strong  probability  that  he  was  the  son 
of  John.  Leaving  this  I  proceed  to  give  some  additional  par- 
ticulars of  his  history.^ 

^hontas   iiHaVsh    was  bom  in  1683-84.     It  was  early 
in  life  that  he  established  himself  in  Asliford,  where  he  secured 


1  See  Hasted,  vol.  iii.  pp.  3i7,  -195,  708,  713.  Vol.  iv.  pp.  12-^— 126,  and 
Addenda,  to  vol.  iv.  p.  42. 

-  Foi-  this  purpose  I  obtained  a  list  of  all  the  Wills  proved  in,  and  Letters  of 
administration  granted  b_v.  tlie  Archdeacon's  Court  and  the  Consistoi-y  Court  of 
Cunterburv,  in  the  name  of  MaE3H,  betwoen  the  vears  1687  and  1749.  They 
numbered  siity-six.  and  of  these  I  searched  those  Wills  which  were  most  likely 
to  supply  the  information  sought.  Unfortunately  John  Marsh  of  Ashford  died 
intestate,  so  that  the  one  fact  that  Administratjon  was  taken  out  by  his  wife 
Melicent  could  alone  be  ascertained. 

'  That  which  has  been  already  stated  at  page  34,  should  be  read  with  the 
Appendix.     This  hint  is  applicable  in  other  cases. 
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an  extensive  practiee,i  and  invariably  devoted  the  whole  of  his 
professional  gains  on  the  Lord's  day  to  the  poor — a  habit  illus- 
trative of  his  benevolence,  and  worthy  to  be  had  in  remembrance. 
On  Thursday  April  28,  1715,  at  Frittenden,  he  married  by  licence 
Miss  JVLA.RGAEET  PATTEIS'SOjS',^  an  union  during  twenty- 
seven  years  produstive  of  mutual  happiness,  she  died  May  9, 
1742,  aged  fifty-four,  and  the  remaining  seven  years  of  Mr.  M.'s 

i  pilgrimage  he,  as  a  widower,  mourned  her  removal.  He  was 
gathered  to  his  fathers  AprU  14,  1749,  aged  sixty-five,  and  in- 
terred in  Ashford  Church-yard,  as  mentioned  at  p.  42.  "Would 
that  of  each  of  our  ancestors  we  coidd  afSrm  as  of  him,  "  He 
being  dead,  yet  speaketh,"  Mr.  M.  having  left  behind  a  docu- 
ment in  which  his  priuciples  and  sentiments  are  expressed  with 
the  sincerity  and  earnestness  of  one  who  felt  that  the  close  of 

\  life  had  arrived  ;  his  matured  views  verifying  the  truth — 

"  The  soul's  dark  cottage,  batter'd  and  decay'd. 
Lets  in  new  light  thro'  chinks  that  time  has  made. " 

It  appears  he  regarded  with  peculiar  anxiety  and  fear  the  future 
training  of  his  grandson  Thomas  Blackmore,  then  a  child,  and 
with  the  hope  of  counteracting  injurious  influences  he  bequeaths 
these  counsels  to  the  care  of  the  mother,  and  on  the  httle  book 
writes,  "  For  my  grandson  Thomas  Blackmore,  to  be  delivered  to 
him  when  capable  of  judging  of  its  contents.  May,  1746." 
From  it  I  now  make  some  extracts,  which  though  unconnected 


'  Commenced  probably  about  1708  :  he  was  invariably  spoken  of  as  "  Doctor 
Marsh."  physicians  then  being  rare  in  towns.  To  him  the  times  of  the  '*  Bar- 
ber-chirurgeons  "  were  not  remote.  In  a  title-deed  of  an  estate  connected  with 
our  late  Brewel*y.  a  vendor  so  describes  himself.  The  great  medical  contempo- 
rary of  our  ancestor  wjls  Dr.  Mead,  the  son  of  a  distinguished  Dissenting 
Minister  of  Stepney.  Besides  Court  patronage,  long  enjoyed,  his  practice  is 
considered  to  have  been  "  the  most  lucrative  ever  known  in  the  profession, " — See 
A  Book  about  Doctors:  2  vols.,  London,  1860. 

2  See  Appendix  A.     Pattenson  Family. 
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cannot  fail  to  interest  my  relatives  }  "  Considering  my  own  Age, 
that  I  could  not  Live  to  Assist  you  wlien  reason  and  Judgment 
■wou'd  to  more  advantage  take  Instruction,  put  me  upon  this 
way,  not  only  to  manifest  my  affection  to  you,  hut  y°  concern  I 
had  for  y'  safty.  Therefore  take  it  as  my  Last,  Plain,  Friendly, 
and  Dying  Legacie  and  most  affectionate  endeavour  after  your 
Happiness.  I  would  hope  that  this  read  over  now  and  then, 
wou'd  produce  some  valluable  end,  and  well  repay  my  anxious 
tho'ts  and  care  for  y'  safety,  and  as  I  am  goeing  to  y'  other 
"World  to  answer  for  all  my  actions  of  Life,  this  must  keep  you 
from  imagining  I  wou'd  now  impose  on  you  and  make  you  be- 
lieve that  my  designe  of  writing  cou'd  be  any  Sinister  end,  but 
a  sincere  aim  at  your  Interest  and  Welfare  and  to  assist  you  all 
I  cou'd  to  Live  a  real  Christian  Life,  which  is  the  most  noble 
and  excellent  Character  that  you  can  bear  in  this  Life.  What 
y'  first  instructions  may  be  I  know  not,  perhapps  not  soe  strickt 
and  constant  as  might  be  wished  to  impress  an  early  knowledge 
of  y'  duty  to  God,  and  love  to  virtue ;  be  warned  therefore  by 
one  that  truly  loves  you,  to  make  this  y'  first  and  great  business 
to  know  y°  will  of  God  to  you.  In  order  to  this  dayly  converse 
with  the  Holy  Scriptures  which  should  be  y'  standard  of  all 
y'  actions  ;  and  to  the  best  of  y'  Judgment  form  y'  Life  to  y" 
directions  thereof."  Alluding  to  scepticism  then  prevalent  he 
remarks,  "  It's  plain  mens  InfideUity  is  not  soe  much  for  want 
-of  Testimonies  of  j'  truth,  but  because  they  wou'd  have  that 
truth  that  sutes  most  with  their  corrupt  minds  and  affections, 
or  that  they  are  convinced  if  they  embrace  the  doctrines  of 
Christianity  they  must  Eenounce  aU  Worldly  views,  so  far  as 
tliey   clash   with   y'    Religion   of  a  Crucified  Saviour,    whose 

^  As  they  are  g^ven  verbatim  I  am  bound  to  remind  the  reader  they  were 
never  designed  to  appear  in  print,  and  received  do  coixection.  Those  conver- 
sant with  the  orthography  of  that  period  will  not  infer  that  Mr.  M.  waa  deficient 
in  education. 
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kingdom  was  not  of  this  "World.  Let  not  the  to 'common 
practices  of  Prophane  persons  Banter  you  out  of  a  Eeligious 
behaviour ;  the  care  of  your  Soul  is  Infinitly  to  he  prefer'd  to 
any  Temporal  or  Selfish  consideration  whatsoever — Swearing,  a 
Fashionable  tho'  a  disgraceful  Vice  which  has  neither  pleasure 
or  proffit  to  plead  for  its  use,  this  gaios  a  man  noe  Credit  with 
any  Wise  Person.  I  hope  you  will  ever  carefully  avoid  it  : 
this  may  be  the  language  of  Hell  but  it  is  low,  and  mean,  very 
unbecoming,  and  farr  beneath  y°  Character  of  a  Gentleman. 
Strictly  observe  y'  Lord's  Day,  earnestly  Pray  to  God  in  it  and 
every  day,  that  you  may  be  blessed  of  him  that  can  soon  damp 
all  y'  towering  hopes  of  Greatness  and  Pleasure  in  this  World  : 
spend  (it)  in  Publick  and  Private  acts  of  devotion,  of  Charity 
and  Mercy  waiting  the  blessing  of  God  in  soe  doing.  As  to  y' 
different  way  of  Worshiping  God,  Ever  retain  soe  much 
Charity  as  to  think  there  may  be  more  good  Christians  in  every 
denomination  of  y'  Eeformed,  and  that  y'  fault  is  not  soe  much 
in  their  Profession,  as  their  not  living  up  to  y'  demands  of  it  : 
all  own  the  Word  of  God  to  be  y*  only  Eule  of  Faith  and  Prac- 
tice, therfore  y°  nearer  oux  notions  of  Worship  are  to  that 
only  infallible  Rule  it  must  be  y°  better,  and  God  alone  can 
best  prescribe  y'  way  most  lOdy  to  please  him,  Eeligion  to  me 
seems  a  very  plain  thing  and  apears  most  Beautifull  and  Use- 
full  in  its  own  native  Simplicity,  and  that  it  is  injured  and  its 
Lustre  much  Tarnished  by  y°  unwieldly  Armour  some  have 
dressed  it  in,  and  which  has  to  much  sunk  it  into  formallity.  It 
must  be  owned  that  y'  Blessed  and  Glorious  Author  of  it  re- 
comend'd  it  in  the  most  Plain  manner  by  his  own  practice  :  and 
this  was  y'  behaviour  of  the  first  and  more  purer  Professors  of 
it,  and  when  it  was  less  mixed  with  Worldly  greatness  and 
interest  it  was  much  the  better  :  but  whatever  may  be  the  way 
you  serve   God  Ln,  ever  be  true  to  God,  and  y'  own  soul  in  it, 
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take  care  it  be  not  a  Profession  and  a  fruitless  name,  but  that  it 
have  a  real  influence  upon  y'  Heart  and  Life.  As  to  y'  Political 
behaviour — it  were  well  we  cou'd  learn  from  the  union  of  our 
Confederate  enemies  y°  danger  of  a  kingdom  unnaturally  divided 
against  itself,  soe  as  to  Unite  in  oui  defence  of  oui  most  valuable 
rights,  both  as  Men  and  Christians,  both  which  are  struck  at  b.y 
y'  foes  of  our  Protestant  Constitution — but  such  has  been  the 
to  unhappy  temper  amongst  us,  that  we  are  not  satisfied  with 
our  Priviledges  but  are  niiserably  fallen  into  Parties,  and  some 
of  us  are  striving  to  raise  parties  to  oppress,  give  uneasiness  to, 
and  expose  to  dangers,  that  very  Government  that  supports  our 
just  rights,  which  hardly  any  other  People  in  y'  "World  has  soe 
quiet  a  Possession  of :  this  Spirit  has  given  encouragement  to 
our  Enemies  and  was  greatly  promotive  of  y*  unnatural  Rebel- 
lion we  now  suffer  nnder.^  If  you  look  into  Hystory  for  your 
information,  y'  persons  we  call  Tories  and  of  late  Jacobites,  3'^ou 
will  find  to  have  been  usually  the  disturbers  of  our  Tranquility ; 
these  now  a  days  I  cannot  weU  difi'erence ;  they  are  ever  acting 
togeather  in  the  same  publick  measures,  and  their  Interest  by 
their  strongly  espousing  each  other's,  seem  to  be  y'  same,  as 
Children  of  the  same  Parent.  These  are  loud  and  clamorous — 
Cry  up  the  Church — boast  of  their  Patriotism,  and  wou'd  fain 
lead  one  to  beheve  they  are  the  great  supports  of  y"  State,  when 
they  are  noe  more  than  Uke  Carved  figures  which  crouch  under  y' 
weight  of  a  Building  w'ch  they  seem  to  support  when  in  truth 
they  are  only  a  additional  weight  to  it,  and  are  born  up  by  it. 
These  were  y'  Men  of  Passive  and  non  resisting  Principles  and 
are  for  Laying  heavy  Loads  on  their  fellow  subjects  whde  they 
will  not  bear  y°  weight  with  one  of  their  Fingers.     These  are 


^  Allusion  is  made  to  the  Rebellion  in  Scotland  which  broke  out  in  the  pre- 
ceding year — the  intelligence  of  the  victory  at  Cuiloden  by  which  it  was  crushed, 
April  16,  174-6.  probably  reached  Mr.  M.  while  engaged  on  this  task. 
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J'  Persons  that  were  ever  fondly  giving  all  up  to  the  Preroga- 
tive, and  in  some  forgoeing  Eeigns  you  wiU  see  their  spirit,  how 
they  stigmatized,  barbarously  treated,  and  under  sham  Plotts 
and  pretended  forms  of  Law,  spUled  some  of  y°  best  Blood  in 
y'  Land,  that  were  y°  glorious  defenders  of  our  Priviledges.^ 
These  are  the  Persons  that  usually  fell  in  with  measures  to  in- 
troduce a  Popish  Pretender  to  these  Kingdoms  w'ch  one  day 
may  prove  our  ruin  without  a  repeated  series  of  wonders  and 
goodness  cut  off  their  maUice.  This  spirit  has  assisted  Princes 
to  endeavour  to  break  down  the  fences  of  our  Laws,  and  w'ch 
has  proved  unfortunate  to  some  of  y°  and  occasioned  y'  tragical 
end  of  one  of  y"^  which  I  particularly  mention  because  it  has 
been  made  an  Engine  to  keep  up  our  unhappy  differences,  and  is 
thrown  upon  a  party  to  disgrace  y"  when  they  must  know  if 
acquainted  with  anything  of  this  kind  that  it  was  Popish  and 
Tory  CounceHs  y'  brought  him  to  the  scaffold,  and  y°  party  they 
accuse  of  y°  act  were  certainly  great  opposers  of  it.  Take  heed 
w'  Hystorys  you  read  for  they  are  soe  darkened  with  party  pre- 
judices, they  will  otherwise  prove  false  lights  and  lead  you  out 
of  y'  way.  Examin  both  sides  and  then  a  mind  that  aims  at 
nothing  but  the  truth,  will  hardly  mistake  it.  Providence  by 
this  time  may  have  favoured  you  with  a  Large  Estate  ;  let  not 
this  which  should  produce  the  greatest  Gratitude  be  a  means  to 
make  you  say,  who  is  y"  Lord,  or  forget  him  that  made  you  thus 
to  differ  from  them  in  lower  circumstances.  Greatness  and 
Power  if  Grace  possess  not  the  Heart  are  y"  most  dangerous 
situations.  You  were  by  nature  on  a  level  with  y'  meanest  fel- 
low Creature  :  let  not  your  higher  state  make  you  overlook  or 


'  Lord  WilUam  Russell,  Algemoa  Sydney,  and  others,  I  own  myself  to  be 
pyoud  of  an  ancestor  thus  anxious  to  inspire  his  descendants  with  admiration  of 
these  iliuatrious  men,  to  whose  lofty  patriotism  and  indomitable  courage  Britona 
will  never  cease  to  be  indebted. 

'  Charles  I. 
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oppress  the  poorer.  Pride  is  a  vice  that  generally  thrives  in  the 
Richest  Soyle,  which  mightily  sullys  such  a  state  and  takes  off 
y'  glory  and  usefullness  of  it.  Ever  observe  what  great  reason 
you  have  to  look  after  and  take  care  of  y'  own  Estate,  and  not 
to  trust  to  Voracious  and  Rascally  Stewards,  who  generally  with 
one  hand  robb  their  masters  and  with  the  other  y'  Tenants — 
this  will  be  greatly  for  y'  advantage,  as  y'  Estate  will  be 
managed  to  y'  likeing  and  it  will  fill  up  those  Vacant  hours 
that  otherwise  might  be  much  worse  employ'd — many  wUl  be  y" 
advantages  of  see  doeing,  and  I  know  not  of  one  inconvenience 
that  will  attend  it."  So  comprehensive  is  this  "  Legacie  of 
Advice  "  that  admirable  remarks  might  be  added  on  Learning, 
Manners,  Temperance,  and  Marriage  Connections,  but  sufficient 
has  been  given  to  display  the  mind  and  principles  of  the  vene- 
rated writer,  whose  name  had  become  extinct  tOl  restored  in 
those  of  my  brother  and  nephew.^  Mr.  M.'s  property  was 
large— his  residence  in  North  Street  has  been  referred  to  as 
successively  the  abode  of  Mr.  James  FKnt,  and  my  uncle  Abra- 
ham, by  whom  it  was  newly  fronted  in  1800,  and  sold  on  his 
leaving  Ashford. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marsh  had  issue  four  daughters  and  one  son. 

1.    pnSClU^,  born  April  1716.     Our  lineal  ancestor." 

11.    .i^TargarCt,  bom  September  1717.      Married  JAMES 
BLACKMORE,  Esq.  of  Tenderdeu.     See  Appendix  C. 

ill.     S'ttrUlt,  bom   1721.       Died   unmarried,    November   30, 
1756,  aged  thirty-five,  and  is  interred  with  her  parents. 

^  Mr.  Marsh  had  a  brother  Peter  residing  at  Ashford,  who  married  a  daughter 
of  the  'Rev.  Thomas  James,  with  whose  church  he  was  in  membership.  He 
died  in  1707,  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  in  his  Will  makes  mention  of  his  grand- 
mother Mrs.  Mary  Fenner,  possibly  connected  with  the  Canterbury  family. 

^  Her  name  I  believe  was  adopted  from  respect  to  and  relationship  with  Mrs. 
Priscilla  James,  wife  of  the  minister. 
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IV.  Jtlar|).  In  1754  she  married  Mr.  MACE,  and  within 
one  month  died  in  London  of  fright,  occasioned  by  fire. 
Descendants  of  the  Mace  family  still  reside  in  Tenterden. ' 

V.  yiltOlTtilS.  By  the  arrangements  made  in  his  father's 
Will  (dated  March  15,  1747,  proved  at  Canterbury,  June 
9,  1749),  it  must  be  inferred  that  he  was  incompetent  to 
manage  his  affairs. 

^  See  Berry's  Pedigrees,  p.  72. 
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^LllC  early  residence  of  this  family  was  in 
Hertfordshire ;  and  the  first  record  I  have  dis- 
covered is  in  Clutterbuck's  History  of  that 
County.  He  states  that  in  1691  the  Patron 
of  the  Vicarage  of  Xorth  ilimms  was  THOilAS 
BLACE3I0EE,  Esq.,  who  married  Ann,  second 
daughter  of  Sir  Jonathan  Eaymond,  Knight  :  he  mentions 
further  when  describing  the  Church  at  Bionington,  that  the 
monument  to  the  memory  of  the  late  Sector  the  Eev.  —  Stokes, 
who  died  in  1736,  was  erected  by  WILLIAil  BLACK^IORE, 
Esq.,  his  son-iu-law.  When  a  branch  of  the  family  Irrst  settled 
in  Kent  I  have  failed  to  ascertain,  but  Hasted  informs  us  that 
"  the  family  of  the  Blackmores  of  WestweU  House,  a  handsome 
seat  at  the  S.E.  extremity  of  the  town  of  Tenterden,  are  descend- 
ants of  JA;MES  BLACKMOEE,  Esq.,  who  built  the  mansion 
in  1711.1  From  that  history  it  appears  he  left  issue  but  one 
son,  through  whom  I  trace  the  descent. 

John   ^lackmOrC.     He  married  Miss  A2^'X  MINIX,  of 
Frittenden,  who  died  iu  1739.     He  departed  this  life  in  1717 
leaving  a  daughter  and  son  :  Mary  and  James. 

^  There  is  preserved  a  letter  of  liis  dated  "  Tenterden,  March  16  day  1709-10," 
addressed  to  his  "  loving  sister  "  Hannah,  then  at  ITaidstone,  in  which  he  writes, 
'*  I  congratulate  jou  on  jour  happy  deliverance  By  God's  blessing  from  so 
dangerous  and  bad  (a)  distemper  that  hath  of  late  carried  ofTsoe  many  that  had 
not  the  half  part  of  what  you  had,  as  I  have  been  credibly  informed." 
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I-  JHarp.  She  married  THOMAS  BLACKMORE,  Esq., 
whose  seat — Briggens — is  situated  in  the  parish  of  Huns- 
don,  near  Hertford.  This  gentleman  is  believed  to  have 
been  her  cousin  ;  it  is  also  supposed  that  they  died  without 
issue. 

II.  James,  of  WestweU  House,  married  MARGARET, 
daughter  of  THOMAS  MARSH,  Esq.,  of  Ashford,  a  very 
lovely  and  superior  lady,  and  sister  of  Mrs.  Abraham 
Flint.  Mrs.  B.  died  April  3,  1762,  and  her  husband  also 
in  the  same  year.  They  are  interred  in  the  vault  in  Ten- 
terden  Churoh-yard,  as  previously  mentioned.  Issue,  two 
sons  and  a  daughter  :   Thomas,  James,  and  Margaret. 

I.  THOMAS,  to  whom  his  uncle  Thomas  Black- 
more  bequeathed  Briggens,  where  he  afterwards 
resided.  He  died  in  1769,  and  his  eldest  son 
THOMAS  inherited  the  estate  and  likewise  West- 
well  House  on  the  decease  of  his  uncle  James. 
He  married  in  1783  Miss  ANX  TATNALL,  and 
in  1778  served  the  oflBce  of  High  Sheriff  for  the 
county  of  Hertfordshire.'  My  grandfather  once 
called  on  him  at  Briggens  and  met  a  most  cordial 
reception. 

II.  JAMES,  of  WestweU  House,  attained  an 
advanced  age  and  died  unmarried.  He  was  of 
course  first  cousin  to  my  grandfather,  and  as 
stated  was  present  at  his  wedding. 

III.  MARGARET.  Her  life  is  an  affecting  in- 
stance of  the  transitory  character  of  all  earthly 
good.  While  in  the  possession  of  youth,  beauty, 
riches,  and  high  expectations,  she  was,  in  or 
about  her  twentieth  year,  when  on  a  visit  to  re- 
latives in  London,  cut  off  by  small -pox,  caught 
through  riding  in  a  hackney  coach." 

'  See  Clutterbuck,  vol.  i.  p.  34.  To  ascertain  this  I  wrote  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Peace  for  the  County,  who  obligingly  gave  me  the  date  and  directed  me  to  the 
county  historian  for  more  extended  information.  This  work  in  3  vols,  royal 
folio,  was  published  in  1815—1827,  at  £17  os. 

I    '  Mv  grandmother    assured   me    this   occurred   while   Miss    Blackmore   was 
attending  the  wedding  of  her  aunt  Mace  ;  if  so  that  event  was  doubly  tragical. 
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This  family  is  become  extinct  except  in  the  descendants  of  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  Blackmore,  who  married  a  leading  Banker 
of  London.  The  Blackmores  were  attached  to  the  Established 
Church.  Hasted  states,  "  they  bore  for  their  Aims — Argent,  a 
fess,  between  three  Blackmoors  heads  sideways,  couped  at  the 
neck,  sable."'     See  Hasted,  vol.  iii.  p.  98. 

1  Aa  an  illustration  of  Canting  Arms,  Sir.  Lower  gives  an  engraving  of  tlioaa 
of  Blackmore.     See  English  Suimames,  vol.  ii.  p.  11-1. 
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^ILllC  only  informatioD  I  could  obtain  relative- 
to  tlie  Fenuer  Family  from  my  venerated 
gi'andparent,  prior  to  the  time  of  her  grand- 
father, was  that  tradition  asserted  its  ancient 
and  highly  respectable  character  ;  t»sides 
which  she  had  a  vague  impression  that  it  had 
been  originally  settled  in  Sussex.  This  was  confirmed  by  a  few 
fects.  That,  among  the  articles  of  family  plate  which  had  de- 
scended to  her  were  two  of  considerable  antliquity  bearing  the 
family  arms,  and  that  these  arms  had  been  used  by  herancestors- 
as  seals,  were  circvrnistances  of  trivial  significance  compared  with 
one  other;  about  the  year  1730  Mr.  Rest  Fenner,  already  al- 
luded to,  had  had  beautifully  paiDted  on  a  panel  and  framed  the 
Fenner  Arms,  quartering  with  them  those  of  six  other  famUies- 
which  had  inter-married  witli  his  own.*  This  interesting 
memorial  has  passed  into  the  possession  of  Mr.  Eest  Fenner, 
of  Philadelphia,  U.S.;  but  before  it  was  expatriated,  I  had  the 
opportunity  of  copying  it,  and  thus  preserving  the  remembrance 

'  The  following  are  the  Ai-ms  referred  to.  Though  from  my  imperfect  acquaint- 
ance with  Heraldry  they  may  not  be  blazoned  with  precise  aceuracy,  the  do- 
fleription  is  suSicieutly  correct  to  bo  intelligible  and  prevent  mistake.  1.  Gules 
a  fess  sable  five  oscalop  shells  or.  2,  Gules  three  cross-bows  or.  Name,  Arbalisb 
or  Blast :  this  is  the  coat  which  Dallaway  states  the  Formers  quartered  on  their 
shield.  3.  Gules  a  chevron  engrailed  argent  between  three  hawks  close  of  the 
second.  4.  Argent  three  lions'  beads  erased  sable.  5.  Ar^ent'a  chevron  gules 
charged  with  bezants  between  three  lions  rampant  sable.  0.  Gales  two  bend- 
I'ets  argent  ermined. 
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of  that  whicli  will  soon  lose  its  value.  On  searching  I  found 
the  Arms  to  be  authentic,  and  that  the  family  is  of  Sussex  ex- 
traction. From  Dallaway's  History  of  the  Western  Division  of 
that  countyi  I  have  derived  the  foUowing  particulars. 

Previously  to  the  reign  of  Henry  the   Seventh  the  family 
name  was  written   ATTE  FE]S"XE  :  they  bore   for  their  Arms, 
Vert,  a  cross  argent,  charged  with  a  cross  formee  gules,  between 
four  eagles  displayed  of  the  second.^     Crest ;  an  eagle  displayed 
argent,  membered  or.     Crawley  on  the  northern  boundary  of 
Sussex,  six  miles  from  Horsham,  and  twenty  from  London,  was 
their  place  of  residence.     The  earliest  mention  made  is  of  JOHN  | 
ATTE  FEXXE,  whose  son  of  the  same  name  was  the  father  of  I 
THOjVIAS   ATTE   FEXXE,  who  married  AGXES,  daughter  | 
and  heiress  of  THOMAS  BLAST,  Gent.,  of  Crawley.     Their  | 
Arms,  "  Gules  three  cross-bows  or,"  the  Fenners  quartered  with  i 
their  own.     As   this  is  one  of  the  Coats  on  Mr.  Eest  Fenner's  ! 
shield  it  confirms  doubly  and  beyond  aU  reasonable  surmise  or  \ 
doubt  his  descent  from  the  Crawley  family.     Thomas  and  Agaes  j 
left  issue  a  son  who  first  assumed  the  modern  surname.'  | 

■UhonmS  Jrcnner,  of  Crawley,  Gent.,  married  ELIZA- 
BETH, daughter  and  heiress  of  JOHN  WOOD  YE  of  Ewhurst, 
Surrey,  about  twelve  miles  distant :  their  two  sons  Thomas  and 
John  were  the  heads  of  distinct  branches,  the  senior  of  which 
became  extinct ;  from  the  junior  therefore  our  ancestors  derive 
their  lineage. 

^  2  vols.  J,to.  LoodoB,  1813.  See  vol.  i.  part  i.  pp.  15,  16.  Vol.  ii.  part  ii. 
pp.  55-  291. 

3  Ifl  the  Arms  here  given  the  engraver  carelessly  disregarded  my  copy,  and 
placed  the  heads  of  ihe  eagles  to  the  right,  instead  of  to  the  opposite  direction  : 
neither  is  the  lesser  cross  '*  formee"  (or  pattee),  it  should  have  been  small  at  its 
centre,  with  the  ends  very  broad. 

3  It  is  probably  of  Norman  origin.  I  have  observed  the  names  of  "  Fenes  " 
and  "  Feniers  "  occur  in  Leland's  copy  of  the  EoII  of  Battel  Abbey.  Lower 
reraarlis,  "The  old  family  of  Atte  Fenne  of  Sussex  dropped  the  prefix,  added  an 
r,  and  became  Fenner  or  Feuuur."  See  Lower's  Enjtisfi  Si'.rjiames,  vol.  i. 
p.  71. 

1.3-2  i 
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-I-  v^^uOuTilS.  He  inherited  the  estates  at  Crawley,  and 
in  the  19th  year  of  Henry  the  Seventh,  1504,  married  a 
daughter  of  —  SHORTER,  Gent.,  by  whom  he  left  issue. 

J  O  H  N ,  of  Crawley.  He  married  ELLEN,  daugh- 
ter of  SIR  WILLIAM  GORING  of  Burton,  near 
Petworth.  Their  son  SIS  EDWABD  FENNES 
wa^  Justice  of  the  King's  Bench.  He  died  in 
1611,  and  was  buried  at  Hayes,  near/Uxbridge,' 
with  Ua  son  EDWARD,  who  died  in  1614,  this 
branch  of  the  family  became  extinct. 

Dallaway  further  states  that  in  Alboume  church 
near  Cuckfield  was  a  brass  plate,  now  removed, 
whereon  was  the  following  inscription,  "Here 
lyeth  the  bodye  of  Edward  Tenner,  Gent.,  who 
deceased  in  the  true  faith  of  Christ  21st  day  of 
Julye,  anno  domini  1603."  "Edward  Tenner 
was  one  of  the  Burgesses  returned  to  Parliament 
for  the  Borough  of  New  Shoreham  in  1572,  and 
Thomas  was  also  returned  for  the  same  place  in 
1585." 

II.  Joktt  resided  at  West  Wittering,  five  miles  S.W.  of 
Chichester  in  which  and  the  adjoining  parish  of  Emley, 
"he  held  considerable  property  before  the  reign  of  Eliza- 
beth."    He  had  issue  a  son, 

JOHN,  of  whom  the  only  record  is  that  he  died 
in  1558,  leaving  three  sous,  namely — William, 
George,  and  John.  I.  WILLIAM: ;  Ln  1562  he 
married  ANNE  READ,  who  had  no  issue.  II. 
GEOEGE  of  Wittering  and  Emley  ;  by  his  wife 
BARB.1RA  he  had  two  sons,  WILLIAM,  born  in 
1562,  who  left  a  son,  John,  born  in  1587  ;  and 
JOHy,  bom  in  1565.  III.  JOHN  of  New  Fish- 
bourne  and  Rumbaldswick,  one  mile  from  Chi- 
chester. His  son  and  heir  D  UDLEY  FENNER 
died  in  1587.  Dallaway  adds,  "  it  is  presumed 
the  Tenners  were  succeeded  in  these  estates 
by  Richard  Taylor,  Esq.  of  Almodington,  who 
died  in  1613." 

1  I  hrtve  ascertained  that  in  the  chancel  of  the  church  there  is  a  mural  monu- 
ment to  the  memory  of  Judge  Fenner. 
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Here  I  have  to  regret  the  failure  of  the  connecting  link  with 
our  immediate  ancestry.  That  the  entire  descent  was  known  to 
Mr.  Eest  Fenner  admits  of  no  doubt  :  the  probability  is  he,  like 
the  writer,  was  attached  to  genealogical  research,  and  besides  his 
heraldic  trophy  left  documents  explanatory  of  the  whole.  To 
his  father,  with  whom  our  history  must  commence,  it  is  possible 
that  the  John  Fenner  just  recorded  was  personally  known  :  he 
was  born  in  1587,  and  the  elder  Eest  Fenner  in  1628,  so  that 
for  a  considerable  period  they  might  have  been  contemporaries. 
Had  I  the  opportunity  of  searching  in  the  Prerogative  Court  at 
Chichester,  Doctors'  Commons,  and  the  College  of  Arms,  I  fully 
expect  I  could  complete  the  lineage'  and  dLscover  the  origin  of 
the  name  Eest,  but  to  others  I  leave  this  task,  and  proceed  with 
the  first  of  the  family  to  be  traced  as  a  resident  in  Canterbury. 

GEN.  I.  Jli^St  ^^enn^r,  bom  1628.  The  civic 
records  state  that  on  the  26th  of  May  1688,  James  II.  appointed 
him  to  be  a  "  Common  CounceU  Man  "  of  the  city.  He  died 
May  23,  1711,  aged  eighty-three,  and  his  Will  dated  January  16, 
1709,  was  proved  at  Canterbury,  December  29,  1711.  He  left 
issue  two  sons  and  two  daughters. 

i.  itnOClt,  of  Canterbury',  Bookseller  ;  possessed  houses  in 
the  parish  of  St.  Azidrews,  and  elsewhere.  He  died  in 
1729,  and  left  surviving  his  wife  MARGARET,  and  two 
chOdren.     See  Will  proved  September  followmg. 

I.    REST.     Bookseller.       There  is  extant  a  book 
consisting  of  two  sermons  entitled,  "A  seasonable 

•  It  would  be  interesting  to  ascertain  if  '•  Uncle  Fenner,"  repeatedly  alluded 
to  bv  Pepys  in  liis  Diaiy,  was  related  to  ttie  t'ainilr;  as  also  the  "eminL-nt 
Puritan  dmne,"  W.lliam  Fenner,  Fellow  of  Pembroke  Hall,  Cambridge,  and 
Eector  (styled  also  "Minister"  and  "Pastor")  of  Eochford,  Essex,  uhose 
works  were  collected  and  republished  m  1U.57  soon  after  his  decease.  Of  "Mas- 
ter William  Fenner  80  deservedly  famous  in  the  Church  of  God,"  Calamy  says, 
"  hia  life  and  conversation  was  a  continuall  sermon."  Mr.  Frederick  Flint  pu3- 
aesees  the  4to.  vol.  with  a  fine  portrait  of  the  Author. 
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warning  to  all  hardened  sinners  :  printed  for  Rest 
Fenner,  Jun.,  in  Mercery-lane,  in  Canterbury,. 
1702."  He  died  in  1763  at  a  very  advanced  age, 
and  was  Interred  in  Chapel  churchyard. 

II.  MARGARET,  supposed  to  have  married  Mr. 
NATHA^'IEL  WALKER  who  died  in  1740, 
having  survived  her  six  years. 

II.    5i3ei'tllia.     she  married  Mr.   CHARLES   CARTER  of 
Canterbury. 

III.  PhOCbC.     She  married  Mr.  SOTJTHWORTH. 

IV.  I^EBt.     Our  Ancestor. 

GEN.  II:  ^ZBl,  bom  1688.  In  his  twentieth  year, 
Thursday,  April  22,  1708,  he  married  at  Chartham  near  Canter- 
bury, Miss  ELIZABETH  KINGSFOED,  daughter  of  Zechariab 
Kingsford,  Esq.*  of  Tonford  in  that  parish.-  He  was  at  this 
time  a  brewer  in  Canterbury,  but  in  what  part  of  the  city  is  not 
Imown,  nor  whether  he  had  inherited  the  business  from  his 
father.  A  leading  concern  in  that  branch  of  trade  was  then  the- 
Stour  Street  Brewery,  founded  about  forty-five  years  previously 
by  Alderman  Stanley,  who  died  in  his  MayoniJty.  His  suc- 
cessor, AJderman  Blunden,  was  removed  by  death  in  1719,  and 
on  the  13th  of  June  in  that  year,  his  sons  disposed  of  tlie  entire 
business  with  the  premises  to  Mr.  Eest  Fenner.  The  concern 
flourished  under  his  management,  but  in  the  midst  of  life  and 
prosperity  he  was  called  hence   October  31,   1737,  aged  forty- 

'  He  maiTied  Bridget,  youngest  of  the  three  daughters  (Mary,  Thomasine 
and  Bridget)  of  Edward  Holnis  (Holness),  gent.,  of  Bramling  Court,  who  with 
other  estates  possessed  tlie  Manor  of  Eingwold,  which  passed  to  the  Kingsford 
family,  but  was  alienated  by  William,  graudson  of  Zaohary  in  1762.  Till  this 
period  close  intimacy  was  miiintained  with  the  Fenners.  For  further  particu- 
lars of  the  Kingsfords,  from  whom  the  Littlebourne  family  are  descended,  see 
"  Chartham  "  in  Hasted  ;  or  Ireland,  vol.  ii.  pp.  536,  542. " 

2  Tonford  has  been  the  residence  of  several  respectable  families  and  the  scene- 
of  jovial  hospitality.  I  hare  heard  my  grandmother  say  that  when  visiting 
there  in  her  youth,  she  has,  at  a  large  party,  seen  the  punch  brought  into  tli«- 
dining-room  in  a  milk  pail,  to  be  poured  into  the  china  bowls. 
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nine  years. '  Shortly  after,  his  widow  married  Captain  Paul,  an 
officer  in  the  army,  and  thereby  virtually  deserted  her  children ; 
the  connexion  was  brief :  she  died  in  London,  November  20, 
1741,  and  was  interred  at  Stepney.  Mr.  F.'s  Will  dated  Octo- 
ber li,  1737,  was  proved  in  Doctors'  Commons.  Among  the 
relics  preserved  in  remembrance  of  him  none  possesses  such 
interest  as  the  shield,  which  has  been  fully  described.  Leaving 
a  numerous  orphan  family  and  an  extensive  business,  which  his 
eldest  son  was  scarcely  old  enough  to  undertake,  it  is  not  sur- 
prising that  family  history  was  forgotten,  and  that  documents 
elucidatory  of  the  whole  should  have  been  lost  or  passed  into 
the  possession  of  collateral  connections,  soon  to  be  neglected 
and  meet  the  customary  fate,  Eut  for  his  granddaughter,  Mrs. 
Flint,  his  name  alone  would  have  survivei  Mr.  F.  left  issue 
surviving  three  sons  and  four  daughters  :  three  children  had 
died  in  infancy. 

1.  IbriUlJCt,  born  August  12,  1710,  was  a  lady  of  great 
beauty  and  loveliness.  She  married  Major  WINSLEY  of 
Canterbury,  whom  she  survived,  and  on  August  30,  1755, 
accepted  as  her  second  husband,  ilr.  RICHARD  LAW- 
RENCE BO^VLES,  of  Birchington  near  Margate,  Riding 
Officer  in  the  Preventive  Service.-  This  onion  was  limited 
to  scarcely  fourteen  months,  when  to  his  inexpressible 
grief  she  died  October  11,  1756,  aged  forty-sis  :  far  more 
enduring  was  his  friendship  with  the  Feuner  family,  and 
through  it  with  my  grandfather,  who  was  particularly 
attached  to  him.  I  believe  that  for  nearly  thirty  years 
Mr.  B.  occupied  the  house  immediately  adjoining  the 
Powell's  Arms  Inn  on  its  N.  side  :  there  my  anoestojs 
were  frequent  guests,  and  entertained  with  hospitality 
rarely  exceeded.      He  attained  a  great  age,   but  sad  to 

'  I  believe  Mr.  F.  was  not  a  membei-  of  tlie  church  in  Guildhall  Street,  I  ut 
ill  his  offspring  were  chriatened  tiiere,  as  shevro  in  the  Eegiater  of  Baptuma 
belonsing  to  that  chapel. 

'   [His  telescope  by  Dollond,  is  in  my  possession.     F-  L.  F.] 
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relate,  in  his  eightieth  year  was,  to  his  after  sorrow,  in- 
veigled into  marriage  with  the  widow  his  friends  had 
recommended  to  him  as  housekeeper,  and  who  artfuUy 
secured  hi3  property.  During  about  ten  years  of  the  close 
of  life  he  resided  in  Wincheap,  and  died  soon  after  re- 
moving thence  in  1822. 

IT.  (Elixabith,  bom  March  19,  1715,  married  Mr.  WIL- 
LIAM KNIPE  of  London,  "Haberdasher  of  hardwares." 
They  had  issue, 

I.   REST,  of  London,  Gent. 

II.   WILLIAM,  of  Sandwich,  Tanner. 

III.    ^ESt,  bom  March  10,  1716.     Our  Ancestor. 

I  V.  SohtT,  born  July  21,  1720,  of  London,  Upholsterer.  He 
never  married — retired  early  from  business — settled  at 
Bridge  near  Canterbury,  and  there  died,  May  15,  1762, 
aged  forty-two. 

V.  ^homasin,  bom  May  20,  1722.  she  married  Mr. 
JOHN  HUBBARD  of  Stour  Street,  Canterbury,  i  whose 
brewery  was  situated  on  the  premises  recently  occupied 
by  Alderman  Cooper  as  a  tan-yard.     He  died  in  1782. 

VI.  Hfirhariith  ^.ingsforb,  bom  May  7,  1725,  of 

London,  Haberdasher.  He  married  Miss  MARY  LUDD, 
sister  of  the  wife  of  his  brother  Rest.  Like  Tiim  he  was  a 
remarkably  fine  man,  but  scarcely  attained  the  meridian 
of  life.  He  died  August  7,  1764,  aged  thirty-nine,  and 
left  issue  two  sons  and  a  daughter. 

I.  JOHN  LUDD,  bom  in  1748.  He  embraced 
Sociniau  principles,  and  was  many  years  a 
minister  of  that  body  at  Taunton,  where  he  died 
October  26,  1833,  aged  eighty-iive.  His  wife 
EULYCHIA  died  March  25,  1818,  aged  sixty- 

1  By  a  cnncelled  Bond  it  appears  that  on  the  30th  of  September  1745  her 
brother  Eeirt  paid  her  £770  3*.  lOd.  This  was  probablT  her  shai-e  in  her  fal'ber's 
property,  and  the  date  of  her  marriage.  Her  namej  as  also  that  of  her  sister 
Bridget,  was  derived  flom  the  Holnis  family. 
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four:  "trusting  for  acceptance  through  Jesus. " 
'*  Of  a  sweet  disposition,  kind,  gentle,  amiable  aa 
good,  she  was  beloved  by  all  who  knew  her." 
They  were  interred  in  the  burial  ground  belong- 
ing to  the  chapel,  and  a  tablet  is  erected  to  their 
memory.  A  son  JOHN  died  in  London  about  the 
year  1*47,  from  injuries  sustained  by  an  accident. 
II.    FREEBODY,  of  London,  Gent. 

III.    PHILLlS,  married  Mr.  J.  KEMBER  of  New- 
bury, where  descendants  are  still  living. 

V  II.  4tlar2,  bom  October  18,  1727.  Married  Mr.  JOSEPH 
HOWLETT  of  Gracechurch  Street,  London,  Apothecary, 
who  died  July  8,  1781. 

GEN.  III.  ^a£5t,  bom  March  10,  1716.  Eeference  has 
been  made  at  p.  54  to  the  rare  advantages  he  possessed  in  his 
education,  -weU  qualifying  him  for  future  struggles  in  life. 
Being  but  twenty -one  years  of  age  when  his  father  died,  and  his 
mother  having  left  her  family,  the  most  weighty  cares  devolved 
on  him  as  the  eldest  son,  but  Providence  graciously  smUed 
on  his  exertions — his  business  flourished,  and  each  of  his  brothers 
and  sisters  settled  eligibly.  His  path  becoming  more  smooth  he 
married  on  Monday,  February  11,  17-45,  then  in  his  twenty- 
ninth  year,  Miss  AXX  LUDD  of  Canterbury,  the  participator 
of  his  joys  and  sorrows  during  fifty  years.*  On  March  26, 
1772,  he  admitted  his  son  Thomas  into  partnership  with  him  in 
the  Brewery,  and  on  July  4,  1780,  retired  from  trade,  his  son 
being  then  joined  by  my  grandfather,  as  fuUy  stated  at  p.  48. 
Mr.  Fenner  now  removed  from  the  trade  residence,  and  having 
purchased  the  house  in  Stour  Street  immediately  opposite  to 
Hawk's  Lane,  both  himself  and  ilrs.  F.  there  peacefully  closed 

1  See  Appendix  E.,  Ludd  Family.  A  beautirulapecimen  of  her  needle-work 
haa  been  banded  down  to  me.  Of  Mr.  F.  I  possess  an  antique  chased  silver 
coffee-pot,  presented  him  alter  the  city  election  in  1761,  by  Sir  James  Creed 
and  William  Mayne,  Esq. 
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their  days.  In  him  an  upright  character  and  amiable  disposi- 
tion were  united  with  the  most  gentlemanly  manners,  and  social 
qualities.!  He  died  "  universally  respected,"  Monday,  February 
16,  1795,  aged  seventy-nine,  and  his  WUl  dated  February  9, 
1793,  was  proved  in  Doctors'  Commons,  October  5  following.^ 
Mr.  Fenner,  like  Ms  father,  through  life  was  a  constant  attendant 
at,  and  principal  supporter  of,  the  Independent  Chapel  in  Guild- 
hall Street,-  successively  under  the  pastorate  of  the  Eev.  Henry 
DeU  and  John  Sheldon,  but  not  in  membership  with  the 
church.'  Mrs.  Fenner  sur\'ived  her  husband  seven  years,  thus 
dying  at  the  same  age.  She  was  a  sensible,  prudent,  and  pious 
lady,  and  a  pattern  in  domestic  habits.  The  commencement  of 
the  year  1802  found  her  in  accustomed  health;  on  Lord's  days 
the  10th  and  17th  of  January  she  had  with  peculiar  interest 
and  benefit  heard  her  grandson,  the  Eev.  Thomas  Flint,  preach 
in  Guildhall  Street  Chapel,*  the  following  Sunday  she  also 
united  in  public  worship  there ;  Monday  she  was  taken  Ul,  and 
on  Wednesday,  27th  instant,  tranquilly  expired,  in  the  seventy- 
ninth  year  of  her  age.  In  person  Mrs.  F.  was  rather  taU  and 
slight,'  possessed  a  vigorous  constitution,  and  in  aU  her  habits 
evinced  much  energv.     Mr.  and  ilrs.  F.  had  issue  fifteen  chQ- 


1  In  stature  and  person  lie  was  not  surpassed  bj  either  of  his  fellow-citizens. 
From  his  memoranda  I  find  he  weighed  3401bs.,  and  was  60  in.  in  girth  ;  both 
corresponding  exactly  with  those  of  one  of  his  brothers,  Zechariah,  as  I  was  in- 
formed. 

2  In  the  Kentish  Chronicle,  published  in  Canterbury,  Tuesday,  February  17, 
1795,  occurs  the  following,  nut  inserted  in  the  list  of  obituaries.  "Yesterday 
afternoon,  died  in  an  advanced  age.  universally  respected,  Mr.  Eest  Fenner, 
formerly  an  eminent  brewer,  but  had  retired  from  busmess." 

3  In  the  church-book  I  have  found  recorded  the  baptisms  of  the  children  of 
two  or  more  generations  of  the  Fenner  and  Ludd  families. 

*  My  father  by  one  of  his  occasional  sermons  there,  was  instrumental  in  the 
conversion  of  a  respectable  tradesman,  who  during  forty  years  maintained  a  con- 
sistent course,  and  trained  his  family  in  godliness.  This  was  not  the  only  in- 
stance of  saving  influence  attending  his  preaching  in  that  sanctuary. 

3  A  fine  portrait  of  Mrs.  Fenner  was  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Eerry  till  her 
decease.  It  was  taken  in  the  prime  of  life  and  quite  in  the  costume  and  style  of 
that  period,  with  the  hair  turned  back.     Beneath  it  are  painted  the  Ludd  .trms. 
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dren,  but  of  six  who  died  under  four  years  of  age,  no  record  is 
here  made.^ 

I.  ^eSt,  bom  March  1,  1746.  In  1769  his  father  took  on 
lease  for  fourteen  years  the  Court  Lodge  Farm  at  Char- 
tham  and  placed  him  there  to  commence  life,  but  the 
business  of  the  Brewery  increasing  so  as  to  require  further 
aid  in  its  management,  it  was  probably  about  the  termination 
of  the  lease  that  he  rendered  his  services  to  Messrs.  Fenner 
and  Flint,  receiving  a  liberal  salary,  and  continuing  those 
duties  to  the  close  of  his  days.  In  addition  to  this  he 
carried  on  for  his  own  benefit  a  Spirit  Trade  in  connection 
with  the  Brewery,  and  cultivated  a  small  farm  at  Harble- 
down  belonging  to  his  brother-in-law  Mr.  Berry.  From 
these  and  other  sources,  he  got  together  considerable  pro- 
perty, -  lived  to  himself,  and  himself  alone;  and  after  an 
iUness  of  four  or  five  days'  continuance,  died  at  his  resi- 
dence in  Hawk's  Lane,  July  I,  1811,  aged  sixty-five.  He 
married  twice,  his  first  wife  Miss  ANN  BAKEPi  of  Lon- 
don, died  early  in  life,  his  second  wife  Miss  ELIZABETH 
DELASAUX,  sister  of  Alderman  Delasaux  of  Wincheap, 
attained  an  advanced  age,  and  died  May  24,  1834.  By 
her  he  left  issue  a  son  and  daughter. 

I.  REST,  born  m  1789,  on  "the  old  king's  birth- 
day "  June  4.  He  served  his  apprenticeship  to 
Messrs.  Simmonda  and  Co.,  of  Canterbiu-y,  Book- 
sellers, and  then  became  a  partner  in  the  large 
publishing  house  of  Gale,  Curtis,  and  Fenner,  of 
Paternoster  Eow.  Unsuccessful  in  this  and  sub- 
sequent engagements,  he  emigrated  with  his 
family  to  America,  and  settled  in  Philadelphia 
about  1835.  Here  as  a  wholesale  umbrella  manu- 
facturer his  prospects  brightened,  and,  his  daugh- 
ters having  formed  very  eligible  connections,  his 
latter  days  both  temporally  and  spiritually  have 
been  his   best.     Mr.   and  Mrs.  F.  were  living  in 


1  I  regret  not  bavin"  retained  the  names,  but  want  of  space  had  compelled 
their  omission  in  the  Genealogical  Cliavt. 

^  The  book  be  probably  prized  above  all  others,  and  in  win'ch  be  annually 
reckoned  bis  accumulotions,  came  into  my  possession  some  yeaj's  since. 
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1857  :  of  their  eight  children  four  only  attained 
maturity,  namely — I.  REST,  Book3eller,  I,ondon, 
in  1839  married  a  daughter  of  THOMAS  PEW- 
TRESS,  Esq.,  one  of  the  most  influential  lajrmen 
of  the  Baptist  denomination.  Within  twelve 
months  she  became  a  wife,  a  mother  and  a  widow. 
He  died  happily,  aged  twenty-two  years,  his 
only  child  RES  T,  a  worthy  youth,  who  served  his 
apprenticeship  to  Messrs.  King  and  Loader,  sta- 
tioners, Upper  Thames  Street.  In  him  occurs 
the  rare  instance  of  the  Christian  name  being 
retained  in  unbroken  descent  through  seven  genera- 
tions, if  not  more.  II.  ELIZABETH  married  D  •. 
REID  of  Philadelphia,  "a  most  able,  conscien- 
tious Christian  physician."  She  died  without 
iasixe  in  ISS^i — the  summons  was  momentary — 
"  she  spoke  not  a  word."  Dr.  R.  soon  after  visited 
Britain.  III.  MAEY  married  Mr.  SMITH  of 
New  York  ;  of  a  family  of  eleven  children,  eight 
are  li-iHng.  IV.  ANNIE  married  the  Rev.  T.  F. 
CURTIS,  Professor  of  Theology  in  the  Baptist 
College  at  Lewisburgh,  Pennsylvania.  They 
have  four  children.  Mr.  C,  extensively  known 
as  an  author,^  is  the  son  of  Dr.  Curtis  of  Lime- 
atone  Springs,  S.  Carolina ;  "  a  most  active 
Christian." 

11.  ELIZABETH,  born  Oct.  30,  1795.  Spinster  ; 
resided  in  Canterbury  till  185.5,  when  she  left  that 
city.  [She  died  at  Leamington,  November  20, 
1869,  aged  seventy-five.] 

11.  iltOlltllS,  born  January  26,  17-17,  was  trained  to  the 
Brewery  business.  As  stated  at  p.  48,  his  father  took 
him  into  partnership  March  26,  1772,  and  on  the  9th  of 
the  following  month  he  married  Miss  JANE  DUTHOIT 
of  Canterbury,  who  died  of  lingering  consumption  Novem- 
ber 22,  1783,  aged  thirty-two.    She  was  handsome,  amiable, 

^  Most  80  in  this  couTiti-y  by  hia  work  entitled,  "The  Progress  of  Baptist 
Principles  in  the  Last  Hundred  Tears."  Tresidder,  London,  1  vol.  12mo., 
price  75. 
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and  truly  piou3.  In  the  funeral  sermon  preached  by  the 
Rev.  John  Sheldon  on  Lord's  day  December  7,  and  after- 
wards published,  allusion  is  made  to  "the  uncommon 
fortitude,  patience  and  resignation  to  the  Di\Tne  will, 
which  she  exerciijed  under  her  sore  affliction."  Mrs.  F. 
left  surviving  a  son  and  daughter  who  each  inherited  her 
fatal  malady. 

I.  PETER  DUTHOIT,  sent  to  Madeira  for 
change  of  climate,  only  lived  to  make  the  voyage 
home.  Landing  at  Bristol  he  proceeded  as  far  as 
Bath,  where  he  died  Friday,  July  19,  1793,  aged 
twenty  years,  and  was  interred  in  Wallcott 
church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  attended  his  death- 
bed, and  in  a  letter  in  ray  possession  she  describes 
the  peaceful  and  happy  end  of  her  son-in-law. 

II.  JANE,  ^  lovely  and  attractive  girl,  died  at  her 
home  in  Stour  Street,  aged  nineteen  years. 
Mr.  F.  remained  a  widower  scarcely  two  years  when  he 
married  as  his  second  wife  Miss  MARY  PARRY,  daugh- 
ter of  a  respectable  wine  merchant  in  Bath,  and  an  influen- 
tial member  of  the  Countess  of  Huntingdon's  Chapel  in 
that  city.  To  this  union  alone  is  to  be  attributed  the 
founding  a  chapel  in  the  same  Connection  in  Canterbury. 
Mrs.  F.  had  been  accustomed  to  hear  the  most  popular  of 
the  Countess's  ministers,  which  rendered  the  cold  precision 
and  stereotyped  addresses  of  Mr.  Sheldon  the  less  accept- 
able, and  as  probably  from  not  more  than  three  pulpits  in 
the  city  was  evangelical  truth  then  promulgated,  its  ex- 
tension became  a  manifest  duty.  She  felt  this — her 
influence  with  her  husband  was  potent — nor  did  she  cease 
to  exert  it  till  after  some  years  the  desire  of  her  heart  was 
accomplished.'  The  responsibility  of  erecting  the  Chapel 
in  Watling  Street,  Mr.  Fenner  took  almost  solely  on  him- 
self ;  to  its  cost  he  contributed  munificently,  and  on  his 

'  1  XL  WHS  opened  for  Divine  worahip  Sunday,  November  26,  1797,  by  the  Eev. 
Dr.  Haweid,  and  other  ministers.  Lady  Ann  Erskine  was  present  {see  Evatt' 
gelicai  Magazine^  vol.  vi.  p.  31),  and  honoured  Mr.  Fenner  bv  becoming  bis 
guest.  In  a  letter  I  possess,  dated  October  26,  1796,  she  addresses  bim  as  one 
•*  who  has  so  warmly  and  generously  slept  tbrtb  to  the  help  of  the  Lord  on  this 
occasion  " — the  erection  of  tbe  projected  chapel.  It  concludes,  "  Pray  for  me,  my 
kind  friend,  and  with  my  very  liind  love  to  deai-  Mrs.  Fenner,  beheve  me,"  &c. 
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leaving  this  country  about  £400  was  due  to  him,  a  claim 
never  pressed  or  discharged.  Mr.  F.'s  commercial  lifer 
was  30  united  with  that  of  my  grandfather  as  to  have 
necessitated  an  extended  reference  to  it  in  my  history  of 
the  latter,  yet  some  further  observations  are  here  called 
for.'  It  has  been  shown  that  prosperity  was  his  snare  — 
that  in  making  "  haste  to  be  rich  he  was  not  innocent  " — 
and  relying  too  confidently  on  his  own  sagacity  he  grasped 
at  wealth  and  sacrificed  his  property.  As  a  professor  of 
religion,  there  were  not  wanting  those  who  unehristianized 
him  for  his  conduct,  but  some  of  his  contemporaries  ac- 
quainted with  all  the  facts,  and  whose  piety  and  discretion 
gave  weight  to  their  opinions,  judged  him  far  more 
leniently.  That  he  neither  purposed  nor  expected  to  in- 
jure our  grandfather,  is  no  palliation  of  an  act  both  legally 
and  morally  at  variance  with  those  mutually  relied  on 
engagements,  which  are  the  bases  of  security  in  partner- 
ships :  and  waiving  this,  the  writer  ventures  to  assert  that 
it  cannot  be  right  for  a  Christian  to  engage  in  any  speculative 
transaction,  involving  so  large  a  portion  of  his  capital  as,  if 
unsuccessful,  shall  ruin  his  future  prospects,  or  entail 
calamity  on  a  wife  and  children,  even  though  the  claims  of 
creditors  are  fully  met.  This  principle  of  action  may  ill 
comport  with  the  commercial  habits  of  the  present  day, 
but  the  prevalence  of  evil  lessens  not  its  criminality,  and 
the  error  of  our  ancestor  is  exhibited  here  as  a  beacon  to 
warn  those  who  come  after  him.'  On  the  munificent  and 
unexpected  reUef  he  met  in  his  season  of  adversity,  I  also 
offer  a  reflection.  Mr.  Fenner  was  a  man  of  noble  generosity, 
who  derived  much  of  his  happiness  from  imparting  relief 
to  others.  Its  exercise  was  neither  capricious  nor  spas- 
modic ;  it  was  the  constant  welling  up  of  a  spring  con- 
cealed but  perennial,  and  considering  his  ample  income  I 
am  not  aware  that  it  partook  of  imprudence.  To  succour 
the  aflBicted,  relieve  the  needy,  aid  the  deserving,  and 
above  all  to  contribute  to  the  cause  of  Christ  was  hia 
delight ;  and  to  Christian  ministers  his  hospitable  dwelling 

1  See  p.  49. 

'  Not  the  least  censurable  act  in  conDectii}n  with  this  affair,  ^ras  the  moans 
he  adopted  to  operate  on  the  market  and  gain  au  ad^  ance  ;  thus  one  false  step  ' 
too  often  leads  to  anotiier. 
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was  ever  open.  Is  it  then  too  much  to  suppose  that  He 
who  has  placed  covetousness  in  the  category  of  the  moat 
hateful  sins,  and  promised  to  supply  the  hand  of  the 
bountiful,  should  have  influenced  the  hearts  of  others 
thus  to  bestow  ample  competency  on  him  who  could  least 
expect  it  ?  "  He  judged  the  cause  of  the  poor  and  needy  ; 
then  it  was  well  with  him  ;  was  not  this  to  know  me  ? 
saith  the  Lord." 

On  Mr.  F.'s  quitting  Stour  Street  in  September,  1801, 
the  failing  health  of  Mrs,  F.  induced  him  to  repair  with 
his  family  to  Brighton,  where  (at  No.  11,  Charles  Street) 
she  graduaUy  declined  till  Tuesday  evening,  August  3, 
1802,  when  "in  sweet  peace,  and  joj'ful  assurance  of  im- 
mortality," she  expired  while  reclining  on  the  sofa  in  the 
drawing-room.  Her  remains  rest  in  the  graveyard  of  the 
old  church,  a  headstone  still  marking  the  spot.'  Thus 
within  six  months  Mr.  F.  was  deprived  of  both  his  wiie 
and  mother,  his  reverses  and  removal  having  probably  ac- 
celerated the  decease  of  each.  He  now  proceeded  with 
his  family  to  Bordeaux,"  expecting  from  good  introductions 
to  place  his  eldest  son  in  a  large  mercantile  house  there. 
Whether  from  that  port  he  sailed  to  America,  or  pre- 
viously returned  to  England  I  oamiot  affirm,  but  after 
reaching  New  York  he  soon  chose  as  his  final  abode  the 
pleasant  town  of  Poughkeepsie  on  the  banks  of  the  magni- 
ficent Hudson,  about  forty  miles  from  that  city.  Here  he 
found  congenial  society,  amused  himself  with  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  tranquilly  closed  his  days  January  17,  1815, 
aged  sixty-eight.  ,_  Mr.  F.  was  gifted  with  a  strong  mind, 
gi-eat  energy,  and  untiring  application,  qualities  wliich  ren- 
dered him  no  ordinary  man.  Intensely  interested  in  every 
advance  of  art,  he  was  more  fitted  for  our  age  than  hia 
own,  and  though  some  of  hia  projects  are  remembered  as 
injudicious,  his  practical  wisdom  admits  of  no  doubt.  His 
political  principles  were  decidedly  liberal,  so  much  so,  that 


'  On  mj  uncle  Mr.  Abraham  Flint  visiting  Brigbton  in  1844,  he  found  the 
headstone  to  be  standing,  but  almost  obliterated,  and  bad  it  restored  at  bis  own 
cost;  no  one  of  tbe  Fenuer  t'omilv  having  cared  for  its  preservation.  In  jeura 
far  distant  may  some  tVieDdly  band  evince  tbo  like  regard  to  his  memory  ! 

'  The  brief  Peace  of  Ainiens  admitted  of  ibis. 
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his  aversion  to  the  Government  of  that  period  led  to  his 
emigrating,  more  than  did  his  reverses. 

Mr.  Thomas  Fanner  had  issue  by  his  second  wife  two 
sons  and  two  daughters. 

I.  JOHN  PARRY,  of  Boston,  EpiscopaHan 
minister,  and  a  chaplain  to  the  U.  S.  Govern- 
ment. "  His  latter  days  were  usefully  and 
honourably  employed,  and  he  died  there  regretted 
by  all  who  knew  him,  in  1841."  A  widow  sur- 
vived, but  I  believe  no  children. 

II.  SARAH,  ■wlio  resides  at  Boston,  visited  Eng- 
land, and  our  family  at  Canterbury,  about  the 
year  1839.  Miss  F.  is  an  intelligent  and  agree- 
able lady,  but  thoroughly  American  in  her  pre- 
possessions and  habits. 

III.  THOMAS. 

rV.  ELIZABETH,  married  the  Kev.  EBENEZER 
THRASHER,  Baptist  minister  of  Boston. 

III.  Jolirt  ^Uilb,  born  March  31,  1749.  He  chose  the 
maritime  service,  and  became  second  mate  on  board  the 
Colebrook,  East  Indiaman,  Captain  Morris.  On  his  voy- 
age home  when  off  Cape  Verd,  he  died,  November  14, 
1772,  aged  twenty-three,  and  was  buried  in  the  mighty 
deep.  I  have  his  nautical  journals,  which  were  kept  with 
much  neatness. 

1  V  .  jrtliirp,  bom  February  27,  1750.  Our  venerated  grand- 
parent. 

V.    Hethanah,  bom  1751,   of  London,   Sta- 

tioner.    He  returned  home,  and  died  unmarried,  June  13, 
1777,  aged  twenty-seven. 

VI.  JlUH,  bom  April  10,  1753.  That  which  has  been  stated 
relative  to  the  education  of  her  sister  is  equally  applicable 
to  herself,  but  in  domestic  duties  the  training  was  perfect. 
Our  grandparent  and  herself  being  the  only  daughters  in 
so  numerous  a  family,  these  duties  pressed  on  them  some- 
what heavily  ;  notwithstanding,  theirs  was  a  happy  home. 
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Without  displaying  unequal  affection,  there  was  that  lean- 
ing of  the  girls  towards  their  father,  and  of  the  sons  to  the 
mother  which  is  often  observable,  something  like  the  re- 
mains of  "  moditied  gallantry,"  that  seems  to  regulate  the 
intercourse  of  parents  with  children  of  the  opposite  sex  to 
their  own.  On  Tuesday,  November  11,  1777,  she  waa 
married  at  St.  Mildred's  Church  to  Mr.  JOHN  BERRY 
of  Canterbury,  Linen  Draper.'  He  belonged  to  an  old 
and  respectable  family  in  that  city,  probably  descendants 
of  Mark  Berry,  who  in  1616  tilled  the  Civic  chair,  and  first 
wore  the  gold  chain.  His  grandfather  John  Berry,  styled 
a  "clock  smith,"  was  a  pious  man,  and  a  very  superior 
mechanist ;  he  removed  to  London  about  the  beginning  of 
the  last  century,  and  successfully  carried  on  business  at 
35,  Clement's  Lane,  Lombard  Street.  Our  ancestor's 
father,  John  Berry,  who  inherited  the  trade,  was  bom 
there,"  and  both  he  and  his  wife  were  converted  under  the 
preaching  of  George  Whitfield.  The  subject  of  this  obi- 
tuary, born  August  8,  1757,  the  only  child  they  reared, 
was  apprenticed  to  a  Draper  at  Newbury,  but  commenced 
business  in  Mercery  Lane,  Canterbury,  whither  his  father 
had  returned  because  *'  his  estates  were  in  that  neighbour- 
hood." The  latter  dying  in  17S1,^  Mr.  B.  retired  from 
trade,  and  made  Newbury  his  residence.  There  in  1790, 
he  attributed  his  conversion  through  divine  influence  to  a 
sermon  by  the  Rev.  John  Winter,  Independent  minister 
of  that  town,  whose  church  he  joined.     From  1793  to  1801 

'  Her  fiither  in  his  momoranilum  buok  writes,  with  the  date,  "  My  (laughter 
Ann  murried  at  St.  Mildred's  Church  — two  Coaches  and  a  Chniiot  to  Cliarthnm 

Din'd  at  my  son   Rest  Fenner's,   Bride  and  Bridegroom,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fen- 

rer  my  son  'Thomas  and  wife,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Flint,  my  sons  Eest  and  Benja- 
min, my  son  Joseph,  and  Miss  Fenner."     [Philiis  ?] 

'  The  braeltet-cloclt — a  piece  of  elaborate  mechanism — bearing  the  name  of 
"  John  Berry  "  on  its  face,  and  now  in  the  possession  of  my  brother  John 
Berry  Flint,  was  made  by  this  Mr.  Berry,  to  an  order  from  one  of  the  great 
otBcers  in  the  Court  of  the'Sultan.  To  the  surprise  and  chagrin  of  the  ingenious 
maker,  it  was  returned  from  Constantinople  as  not  approved,  whereupon  Mr. 
B.  resolved  to  retain  it  in  his  family.  It  was  some  years  after,  he  discovered 
that  the  Captain  of  the  ship  to  whose  safe  delivery  he  had  entrusted  it,  had 
froudulentlv  demanded  of  the  expected  purchaser  a  much  higher  price  than  ha.l 
been  stipulated,  and  that  resenting  the  attempted  imposition  he  rejected  it 
altogether.     This  anecdote  I  had  from  my  great  uncle,  the  son  of  the  mechanist. 

■f  He  was  buried  in  St.  Alphnge  Church.  His  wife  died  in  1765,  at  Newbury, 
where  four  years  previously  he  had  settled  on  relinquishing  business. 

u 
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Mr.  B.  resided  at  Stanford,'  six  miles  distant,  where  he 
had  taken  a  tan-yard,  but  as  his  circumstances  did  not 
require  his  attention  to  secular  engagements,  and  his  in- 
clination led  to  opposite  pursuits,  he  returned  to  Newbury, 
consecrating  the  remainder  of  life  to  the  one  paramount 
object  of  promoting  the  glory  of  God  and  the  extension  of 
true  religion.  At  Stanford  he  had  fitted  up  his  barn  for 
the  preaching  of  the  gospel,  and  now  its  introduction  to 
other  benighted  villages  engrossed  his  energies,  for  the 
difficulties  and  discouragements  of  which  work  he  was 
peculiarly  qualified.  "  His  most  prominent  characteristic 
was  Christian  benevolence — sanctified  good  nature — or 
grace  grafted  on  a  naturally  amiable  disposition.  This 
gave  a  loveliness  to  his  profession  of  religion,  attaching 
friends  and  conciliating  opponents.  Hence  when  his 
attempts  to  introduce  the  gospel  into  neighbouring  vil- 
lages excited  oifence,  the  mildness  and  kindness  of  his 
spirit  and  demeanour  surprised  and  disarmed  opponents, 
overcoming  their  evil  with  his  good.  His  evangelical 
labours  were  not  confined  to  the  Lord's  day,  or  to  one 
particular  mode  of  usefulness.  He  welcomed  and  employed 
all  opportunities  of  benefiting  those  around  him,  and  was 
a  striking  instance  of  how  much  good  may  be  effected  by 
a  person  not  distinguished  by  superior  abilities,  but  who 
fixes  his  mind  on  one  great  purpose,  steadily  and  perse- 
veringly  pursuing  it  in  the  spirit  of  kindness."  Although 
his  health  and  mental  powers  were  continued,  he  was 
whoUy  deprived  of  sight  during  the  last  six  years  of  life, 
yet  his  habitual  cheerfulness  was  preserved,  and  entire 
resignation  evinced.  On  Friday,  January  17,  1840,  at  the 
age  of  fourscore  and  three  years,  having  survived  almost 
all  his  early  friends  and  "fellow- workers  unto  the  king- 
dom of  God,"  he  was  admitted  to  that  world  of  purity 
and  buss  for  the  society  of  which  he  was  pre-eminently 
meetened.  His  dying  words  were,  "  I  am  looking  to  Jesus 
and  none  else.  He  is  all  my  salvation."  He  was  interred 
in  the  little  chapel  at  Woodhay,"  in  front  of  the  pulpit  he 

'  Though  not  such  an  anjier  as  dear  old  Izaak  TTalton,  the  rod  and  line  was 
his  favourite  amusement,  and  well  suited  to  one  of  so  patient  and  contemplative 
a  I  urn  :  a  fine  stream  ran  pnst  hii  premises. 

3  "Ho   never   seemed  so   bnpi  v  ns   when  he  spent  bis  Sabbaths  at  'Vrood- 
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had  80  often  occupied.  The  following  lines  inscribed  on 
his  tomb  contain  a  summary  of  the  more  prominent  graces 
of  hia  Christian  character  : 

Gentle  and  kind  and  pitiful  was  he  ; 
Hia  heart  to  feel,  his  hand  to  give  were  free : 
Parsuing-  peace,  he  sUuna'd  the  scenes  of  strife, 
Serenely  cheerful  to  the  close  of  Ufa. 
"Where  vice  and  error  reigned,  in  love  he  came, 
A  Christian  thus  in  deed  as  well  as  name  ; 
That  which  waa  lust  he  sought  from  death  to  save, 
The  pattern  copying  which  his  ilaster  gave. 
Here  from  his  lips  the  word  of  truth  was  bleat. 
Here  where  he  laboured  he  desired  to  rest: 
And  here  his  renovated  dust  shall  rise 
To  meet  his  Saviour  in  the  upper  skies. 

In  person  Mr.  B.  was  of  large  mould,  corpulent,  and 
though  abstemious,  singiilarly  florid  in  complexion.  **  A 
glow  of  benignity  always  played  upon  his  countenance," 
indicative  of  the  peace  which  reigned  within.  The  brief 
memoir  printed  at  Isewbury,  .from  which  extracts  have 
here  been  made,  had  an  extensive  circulation  in  that 
locality.^ 

After  the  severance  of  a  union  of  sixty-three  years— as 
felicitous  as  it  had  been  extended — Mrs.  B.  was  still 
spared  to  attain  an  age  exceeding  that  of  any  of  our  kin- 
dred, and  at  length,  not  from  disease,  but  the  mere  ex- 
haustion of  vital  powers,  the  lamp  of  life  went  out,  Jan. 
5,  1845,  at  the  age  of  ninety-one  years  and  nine  months. 

bav,  where  persons  had  been  truly  converted  to  God,  and  joined  the  mother 
church  at  Newburv.  Among  these  were  two  respectable  farmers,  who  as 
Churchwardens  of  tlie  parish  at  first  stoutly  opposed  the  introduction  of  the 
gospel,  but  who  afterwards  received  and  propagated  the  faith  which  they  had 
endeavoured  to  destroy.  This  parish  had  once  for  its  Rector  the  amiable  and 
devout  Bishop  Eenn,  author  of  the  beautiful  and  well-known  *  Morning  and 
Evening  Hymns.' " — Memoir,  p.  17. 

1  It  records  some  remarkable  deliverances.  The  following  occurred  perhaps 
aooQ  after  hia  marriage,  but  certainly  before  his  conversion.  Keturning  with 
Mrs.  Berry  and  some  relatives  from  a  tour  in  Flanders,  they  encountered  a 
storm  which  in  its  severity  the  Captain  said  had  not  been  equalled  during  the 
forty  years  he  had  crossed  the  Channel.  The  vessel  was  in  imminent  danger  of 
driving  on  the  Goodwin  Saods.  After  a  passage  of  fifty-two  hours  they  put 
into  Margate,  and  were  landed  in  a  state  of  extreme  exhaustion.  Mr.  B.  states, 
"  I  don't  remember  tbnf  I  so  much  as  olTerod  a  formal  prayer  to  thuuk  GuJ  for 
sparing  nsy  life." 

U— J 
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No  painful  reserve  is  imposed  in  recording  her  character  ; 
gentle,  affectionate,  sympathizing,  generous,  and  pious, 
she  was  beloved  for  her  quiet  goodness.  If  by  personal 
sacrifice  she  could  aid  a  distressed  friend,  it  was  done  with 
readiness,  nor  did  anility  deaden  her  sympathies.  Mrs.  B. 
much  resembled  her  mother,  being  tall  and  slight  ;  her 
habits  were  active  and  methodical.  Though  blessed  with 
robust  health,  the  enjoyment  was  marred  by  distressing 
head-ache  of  frequent  recurrence,  and  baffling  medical 
skill.  She  died  childless.  The  bond  of  union  between 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  and  the  Flint  family  was  closer  than 
with  either  of  the  other  branches  of  the  Fenners  ;  that 
such  relatives  were  venerated,  is  only  an  admission  that 
Christian  loveliness  was  felt  to  be  attractive.' 

VII.  ^^njailTtrt,  bom'June  8,  1754,  was  a  grazier  at  Smeeth, 
and  steward  to  several  gentlemen  in  that  neighbourhood. 
He  married  Miss  JANE  ANDREWS  of  Stouting,  Kent, 
who  dying  in  the  prime  of  life,  he  entered  into  a  second 
marriage  with  Mrs.  JONES,  a  widow,  of  Hythe.  He 
died  in  1813,  in  London,  from  a  fall  in  his  own  house 
under  melancholy  circumstances,  aged  fifty-nine.  Issue, 
two  sons  by  first  wife. 

I.  RICHARD.  He  emigrated  to  America,  and 
was  a  school-master  in  New  York  till  1841,  when 
he  removed^  with  his  wife  and  family  to  Balti- 
more. 
IJ_  BENJAMIN.  He  accompanied  his  brother  to 
the  United  States. 

V  111.  ©MlUliJltt,  bom  February  22,  1756,  served  his  appren- 
ticeship with  a  grocer,  and  after  filling  several  situations 
passed  a  few  years  in  America.  On  his  return  he  took  a 
farm  at  Brook  near  Wye,  and  it  was  in  an  evil  day  he  left 
it  for  some  more  genial  occupation,  his  subsequent  efforts 
being  all  unsuccessful.  For  a  considerable  time  he  occu- 
pied the  small  farm  at  Harbledown,  pre^^ousl}'  held  by  his 

'  I  possess  a  beautiful  specimen  of  her  enrly  needlework — fruit,  with  a 
goIdHnch  perched  on  a  spray.  Some  manuscript  sermons  of  Mr.  Berry's  are 
also  prized. 
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brother  Rest  :  which  he  quitted  to  close  his  life  struggle 
in  London.  He  died  there,  peacefully,  August  22,  1835, 
in  his  eightieth  year.  Mrs.  Fenner,  whose  maiden  name 
was  JEMIMA  BRIDGLAND,  of  Headcom— a  worthy  and 
pious  woman — after  a  life  of  great  tribulation,  borne  with 
Christian  meekness  and  fortitude,  exchanged  the  sorrows 
of  earth  for  the  blessedness  of  heaven,  October  4,  1854, 
aged  seventy -four.  She  died  in  London,  of  Asiatic  cholera, 
then  prevalent  there.  They  had  issue  one  son  and  two 
daughters. 

I.  JANE,  born  December  7,  1801.  She  united 
herself  to  the  church  in  King  Street  of  which  her 
mother  was  a  member,  as  also  Jane's  husband 
Mr.  JOHN  LADE,  son  of  one  of  its  deacons. 
They  emigrated  to  Upper  Canada,  and  have  a 
numerous  family  engaged  in  agriculture,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Townsend,  Norfolk  County, 
Talbot  District,  on  the  N.W.  shore  of  Lake  Erie. 

II.  WILLIAM,  born  December  25,  1304,  married 
Miss  RAZLE  of  Canterbury,  and  settled  in  Lou- 
don. During  twenty  years  he  faithfully  served 
Alderman  ChalUs  in  Leadenhall  Market.  Mr.  F. 
died  November  29,  186 1,  and  is  interred  in  Nun- 
head  Cemetery  :  he  waa  a  sincere  Christian,  but 
peculiar  in  his  views.  I  have  rarely  seen  the 
handwriting  which  could  in  beauty  compare  with 
Mr.  F.'s.  His  eldest  son  WILIIAM,  a  member 
of  the  Established  Church,  has  matriculated,  and 
is  stationed  by  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of 
the  Gospel  among  the  Jews  at  Posen,  in  Prussia. 
In  1857  he  married  a  lady  from  Mulhausen  in 
France. 

III.  ANN,  bom  in  1808.  Personal  charms  less  at- 
tractive than  she  possessed  have  often  com- 
manded a  fortune.  She  married  Mr.  LL^ERSON, 
of  London,  and  closed  a  life  of  trial  by  a  happy 
death,  September  7,  1850,  aged  forty-two.  By 
his  death  in  1854  her  six  children  were  left 
orphans  and  destitute. 
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IX.  Joseph  3§0lr)lett,  born  December  29,  1761.'  Passed 
his  life  in  Long  Lane,  Bermondsey,  where  he  carried  on 
an  extensive  business  as  a  Tanner  and  Bark  Merchant,  by 
which  he  realized  a  handsome  fortune,  occupying  a  position 
altogether  superior  to  that  of  either  of  his  brothers, 
Thomas  alone  excepted.  He  married  Miss  LETITIA 
PREBBLE  of  Shorne,  near  Gravesend  ;  a  most  estimable 
and  discreet  lady,  who  died  in  1827.  Mr.  F.  survived  her 
as  a  widower  thirteen  years,  retaining  his  mental  powers 
and  much  of  his  bodily  vigour  till  his  decease,  February 
27,  1840,  in  his  seventy-ninth  year.  He  had  for  long 
years  been,  and  was  at  his  death,  in  membership  with  the 
Independent  church  at  the  Weigh  House,  London  Bridge, 
nnder  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  —  Clayton.  Like  his 
brothers  he  was  portly  in  form,  and  of  gentlemanly  man- 
ners and  address.  ^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Fenner  are  interred  in 
the  same  vault  in  the  burial  ground  of  the  Independent 
chapel,  Gravesend  :  they  left  issue  five  sons  and  three 
daughters. 

I.  LUDD,  born  in  1793.  Bachelor.  Trained  to 
his  father's  trade,  he  always  resided  with  him, 
and  might  be  termed  his  right  hand.  Subse- 
quently to  the  removal  of  the  old  gentleman,  him- 
self and  one  or  two  of  his  brothers  met  with  re- 
verses. He  left  London  :  and  after  a  few  hours' 
illness  died  of  malignant  cholera  at  Dewsbury 
near  Wakelield,  November  11,  1854,  aged  sixty- 

1  He  wus  the  youngest  of  the  seyen  bi-otbei-3.  I  could  relate  to  the  ju- 
veniles 8ome  rare  frolics  ot'  theirs  m  bovhuud.  '*  On  one  occasion,"  so  njy  grand- 
mother told  me,  "  the  iuds  having  been  attracted  to  the  kitchen  fire  by  a  noble 
roasting  pig,  the  gift  of  aiipence  was  offered  to  one  bj  the  others,  provided  he 
would    bite  off  the  tail  of  the   pig  as  it  turned  on  the  spit.     No  sooner  said, 

ihau  done.     Down    on   hands  and  kuces   went  "W" ,  who  after  twourihiee 

unsuccessful  snaps  accomplistied  the  feat,  though  at  the  risk  of  scorched  eves 
and  siuged  hair."  The  following  I  ought  perhaps  to  withhold  as  culpable, 
thcus^h  more  ludicrous.  The  scene  Guildhall  Street  Chapel — time  an  evening 
.'service,  when  in  front  of  the  gallery  and  close  to  a  candle-branch  might  have 
been  seen  sitting  one  of  the  voung  Fenners  (I  had  it  from  his  lips),  and  imme- 
iliately  beneath  a  huge  bush  wig  genciallv  bentover  the  pew  towai'da  the  aisle. 
Pretending  to  snuff  the  candles,  the  young  gent  adroitly  lifted  a  short  bit  over 
the  edge  of  the  sconce  and  dropped  it  blazing  into  the  wig  below.  Unconscious 
lur  a  moment  of  his  predicament,  it  was  not  till  it  began  to  frizzle  that  the 
wearer  doffed  his  perul>-e  and  ejtinguibhed  the  tiaine.  As  tliis  passed  us  an 
accident,  1  fear  that  Iruih  must  ha\e  been  comprumised. 
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one.     The  deceased  had  been  a  member  of  the 
same  church  with  his  father. 

11.  LETITIA.  She  married  Mr.  THOMAS  WIL- 
KINSON of  Finsbury  Square,  London,  Uphols- 
terer, and  afterwards  of  No.  309,  Oxford  Street, 
where  as  a  widow  she  is  can-ying  on  business. 
They  had  issue,  a  son  and  daughter  ;  JOSEPH,  re- 
cently married.  LETITIA,  spinster.  [She  subse- 
quently married  Mr,  SIMS,  a  photographer.] 

III.  JOSEPH,  of  Antwerp,  Merchant.  In  IS'JS  I 
received  kind  attentions  from  him  there,  when 
making  a  tour  through  the  Netherlands  and  Hol- 
land. Since  then  he  married  a  lady  of  that 
country,  by  whom  he  has  no  family. 

IV.  JOHN  fo''  some  time  a  Leather-factor  in  Lon- 
don. He  married  iliss  HOLMES,  of  a  respect- 
able family  at  HuU.  They  are  settled  in  Devon- 
shire. 

V.  JAMES  of  Folkestone.  In  the  church-yard  is 
a  headstone  bearing  the  foUowiuLr  aifeoting  epi- 
taph, "  In  memory  of  JAMES  JOSEPH  HOWLETT 
FENNEB,  only  son  of  JAMES  and  JULIA 
FENNER,  accidently  drowned  while  bathing  at 
Folkstone,  September  11,  1848,  aged  fifteen.  He 
was  a  promising  youth,  _and  tenderly  beloved." 
Mr.  F.  died  there,  May  22,  1864,  aged  sixty-three. 

VI.    ANN.     Spinster. 

VII.  MARY.  Married  WILLI.OI  TANNER,  Esq. 
of  London,  son  of  a  wealthy  gentleman  at  Plj-- 
mouth.     They  have  no  issue. 

VIII.    WILLIAM.     -Married. 

I  have  now  done  my  best  to  trace  the  lineage  of  the  Fenner.s, 
forgotten  by  themselves,  and  certain  to  have  perished  but  for 
this  record  :  with  a  few  general  remarks,  I  close  their  history. 
It  is  very  seldom  a  family  is  as  maiked  by  one  predominatinj; 
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feature  of  character;  that  which  I  have  described  in  our  ances- 
tor applied,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  to  her  kindred.  That 
this  impulsive  temperament  is  transmissible  we  have  living 
proof,  but  how  long  the  hereditary  influence  has  prevailed  I  am 
unable  to  decide.  Far  preferable  to  lifeless  apathy  are  these 
strong  emotional  tendencies,  yet  scarcely  can  they  be  coveted, 
involving  as  they  must,  or  ought,  a  life-long  struggle,  a  ceaseless 
effort  to  shape  the  course  either  from  the  torrid  or  the  frigid, 
toward  the  temperate  zone,  a  region  so  circumscribed  by  the 
near  approach  of  the  former  two,  as  in  some  instances  to  be 
barely  discoverable.  During  later  years  the  family  has  ex- 
perienced painful  reverses,  which,  without  exception,  have  at- 
tended either  the  father  or  one  or  more  of  his  sons.  I  have 
deferred  stating  till  now  that  for  more  than  a  century  Chapel 
Church-yard,  Castle  Street,  Canterbury,  was  their  place  of 
sepulture ;  near  the  centre  of  the  ground  stands  the  large  tomb 
surrounded  by  iron  raUing,  but  interments  were  not  confined  to 
that  vault.' 

'  On  January  1,  1856,  this  with  all  the  other  church-yards  in  Canterbury,  St. 
Dunstan's,  St.  Martin's,  and  St.  Gregory's  excepted,  were  closed  by  an  Order  of 
the  Lords  in  Council. 


APPENDIX  E.  LTJDD  FAMILY. 


LUDD     FAMILY. 

APPENDIX     E.      Seep.i-!. 


yl/lvZ  ^UUJJS  were  descended  from  an  old  and  respect- 
able family  wliose  history  has  perished  through  negli- 
gence. The  first  mention  I  have  found  of  their  name 
in  connection  •with  Canterhury,  occurs  in  the  city  re- 
cords, and  refers  to  THOMAS  LUDD,  who  "  by  inden- 
ture dated  April  28,  1649,  established  for  ever  fa  lec- 
ture to  be  preached  on  Holy  Cross  Day  (Sept.  14)  before 
choosing  the  Mayor."  From  this  surely  we  may  infer  that  he 
was  "  the  Christian  citizen,"  anxious  that  his  brethren  should 
not  unduly  direct  their  attention  to  those  a-eature  comforts  for 
which  corporate  bodies  have  ever  betrayed  a  relish,  but  rather 
keep  prominently  in  view  their  political,  civic,  and  social  duties. 
In  the  absence  of  earlier  information  which  may  be  relied  on, 
the  lineage  must  commence  with 

GEX.  I.  (SOltTl  ^Uii,  bom  in  1661,  carried  on  the 
business  of  an  Ironmonger,  and  realized  property  on  the  pre- 
mises recently  occupied  by  Alderman  Neame,  Grocer,  nearly 
opposite  to  the  Bank  in  St.  Margaret's  Street.  He  was  a  godly 
man,  and  probably  a  deacon  as  well  as  a  leading  member  of  the 
chapel  in  Guildhall  Street,  latterly  under  the  charge  of  the  Rev. 

1  "  LUDD  :"  fourth  son  of  Shem.     The  name  is  among  the  earliest  of  the 
post-diluTiim.     See  Gen.  i.  22. 
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Henry  Dell,  to  whom  be  bequeathed  an  annuity.  Jlr.  Ludd 
survived  both  Ms  wife  AIv'^i  and  only  child  Randolph  many 
years,  and  died  June  15,  1741,  aged  eighty.  His  Will  was 
proved  at  Canterbury,  September  2  foUowing.  A  good  portrait 
of  the  old  gentleman  passed  into  the  possession  of  the  Eev. 
John  Ludd  Fenner  of  Taunton. 

GEN.  11.  gitinJjOipU,  born  in  1687,  was  a  Brewer  in 
Crown  Coui't,  High  Street,  on  the  site  where  a  large  iron  foundry 
now  stands.  In  1718  he  married  Miss  JLIEY  FEEEBODY  of 
Udimore,  near  Eye,  Sussex,  a  young  lady,  then  in  her  twenty- 
second  year,  of  good  family,  and  great  beauty.  After  a  happy 
union  of  only  twelve  years,  he  was  cut  off  by  death  September 
26,  1730,  at  the  age  of  forty-three.  By  his  Will  dated  April  4, 
ami  proved  at  Canterbury,  December  23  of  that  year,  he  left 
the  management  of  his  affairs  to  his  father,  who  carried  on  the 
business  tiU  May  1733,  when  he  disposed  of  the  entire  concern 
to  Mr.  Eest  Fenner  the  elder,  of  Stour  Street.^  The  bereaved 
family  consisted  of  three  daughters,  and  as  their  mother,  though 
a  prudent  and  estimable  woman,  was  not  decidedly  religious, 
Mr.  Ludd  took  the  girls  from  her  care  and  placed  them  under 
tlie  training  of  a  pious  lady  in  the  neighbourhood.  This  well 
intended  but  harsh  measure  was  much  censured,  yet  in  mitiga- 
tion it  may  be  questioned  whether  the  severance  was  more  than 
that  of  a  boarding-school  education  of  the  present  day.  The 
widow,  tluis  deprived  of  the  society  of  her  children,  married  as 
her  second  husband  Mr.  Eichard  Watts,  steward  of  Smeeth, 
near  Ashford,  a  respectable  man,  of  similar  age  with  her  own. 

'  She  died  March  5,  1710-11,  aged  forty-six. 

'  Bfsines  a  private  or  family  trade,  he  had  that  of  seven  licensed  houses.  Our 
hical  histories  fail  to  record  the  fact  that  by  the  Act  of  Edward  the  Sisth,  iu 
li6'.i.  restrictinii  the  number  of  taverns,  four  only  were  allowed  in  Canterbury  : 
which  was  the  maiimum,  Bri-tol  and  York  excepted.  See  Uadi/n  s  BicUojuii-j/ 
of  Dates.      Mr.  Feiinur  paid  21s.  per  balTel  lor  the  stock  of  beer. 
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This  step  Mr.  LudJ  resented,  as  is  evident  from  his  Will,  but 
after  his  decease  the  renewal  of  tender  intercourse  between  the 
daughters  and  their  mother  was  resumed  without  further  inter- 
ruption.i  She  died  October  6,  1780,  aged  eighty-four,  and  Mr. 
Watts  two  years  after,  at  the  age  of  eighty -eight.  It  is  grati- 
fying to  state  that  Mr.  Ludd's  desires  on  behalf  of  his  grand- 
daughters were  fully  realized — each  was  truly  pious,  the  mem- 
ber of  an  Independent  church,  happily  and  eligibly  settled  in 
life,  and  to  each  he  bequeathed  eleven  hundred  pounds,  beside 
other  property,  at  marriage.  Mr.  Eandulph  Ludd  was  interred 
in  the  vault  Ln  Chapel  Church-yard,  which  contains  the  remams 
of  his  parents,  and  his  daughter  Ann.  Randolph  and  Mary 
Ludd  had  issue, 

I.    ^lltt,  born  May  7,  1719  ;  died   February  9,   1722,  aged 
two  years  and  nine  months. 

II.  (Ell£UbCtn,  born  February  5,  1721:  "baptized  pre- 
senly."  She  married  Mr.  CHAHLES  KINGSLEY,  "an 
eminent  chemist,""  of  Lime  Street,  Fenohurch  Street, 
Loudon  ;  heir  to  his  uncle  General  Kingsley  of  EenWlle, 
near  Canterbury.  Mrs.  K.  died  February  21,  1777,  aged 
fifty -six,  and  of  her  children  one  only  is  known,  namely 

ELIZABETH.  On  November  3,  1767,  she 
married  the  Rev.  .JOSHUA  SYMONDS,  Baptist 
minister,  "  an  indefatigable  labourer  in  the  Lord's 
vineyard,"  who  durmg  twentj'-one  years  occupied 
Bunyan's  pulpit  in  the  Old  Meeting  House,  Bed- 
ford."     "  He  was  the  intimate  friend  and  corre- 

^  lu  1774  m_v  grandmother  with  her  mfant  d.auijhter  Piiscilla,  accompanied 
hv  ill's.  Fenuer,  paid  a  visit  to  thrir  ancestor  at  Smeelh.  when  on  entering  the 
parloui-,  Mrs.  Feuner  thus  addressed  Mrs.  Watts  :  "  Mother,  arise  and  greet 
your  daughter,  for  your  daughter's  daughter  presents  to  you  her  daughter." 
Here  were  present  four  generations,  all  in  the  female  line  of  descent.  Tlie  visit 
might  have  been  repeated  six  yeai-s  later,  when  the  respective  ages  would  have 
been  8-1.  67,  30,  and  6  years. 

-  From  a  memorandum  iu  the  handwriting  of  Mrs.  Fenner. 
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spondent  of  the  Rev.  John  Newton,  Thomas  Scott 
(the  commentator),  Howard  the  philanthropist, 
Rylaud,  Sutcliffe,  and  Fuller."  Mr.  S.  died  Sab- 
bath day,  November  23,  1788,  aged  fifty.  His 
widow  survived  him  but  four  years.  "  Amiable, 
modest,  benevolent,  and  heavenly  minded,  she 
was  indeed  the  pastor's  wife — a  deep-toned  piety 
characterized  the  whole  of  her  life."  They  are 
interred  in  the  grave-yard  belonging  to  the  Meet- 
ing House  ;  and  of  a  numerous  family,  eight  chil- 
dren survived  them.^  These  facts  are  gleajied 
from  a  memoir,  which  will  richly  repay  perusal, 
in  the  Baptist  Magazine,  vol.  xv.  p.  362.  It  is 
scarcely  necessary  to  observe  that  Mrs.  Symonds 
was  a  first  cousin  of  my  grandmother  Flint. 

III.  .-3)0ult,  bom  August  21,  1722,    "  and  baptized  the  same 
day,"  died  September  26  following. 

IV.  Jlnil,  bom  August  29,  1723.     Our  Ancestor,  who  mar' 
ried  ilr.  REST  FENNER. 

V.  Jllarp,  bom  May  11,  1725,  "  at  five  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, and  baptized  in  the  evening."  As  already  stated 
she  married  Mr.  ZECHAHIAH  KINGSFORD  FENNER  : 
it  is  to  be  regretted  that  no  particulars  of  her  later  history 
are  preserved. 

As  there  are  no  descendants  of  the  Ludds  in  the  male  line, 
the  name  has  thus  become  extinct ;  but  from  a  feeling  greatly 
entitled  to  respect,  it  has  been  preserved  in  the  Fenner,  Flint, 
and  Christian  families.  I  have  in  my  possession,  beautifully 
coloured  on  vellum,  Arms  which  my  grandmother  assured  me 
belonged  to  the  Ludd  family,  the  name  being  inscribed  on  the 
back,  but,  having  hitherto  failed  to  authenticate  them,  they  are 
not  here  introduced. 

1  The  suffering  life  nnd  triumphant  death  of  their  ninth  daughter  HANNAH 
are  recorded  in  the  Baptist  Magazine,  vol.  liv.  p.  470. 
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their  home  for  several  generations  having  heen  on  the  most 
westerly  side  of  the  Principality,  where  the  language  and 
habits  of  the  people  long  continued  unchanged  by  contact 
with  those  of  England.  Eespecting  the  earlier  branches,  the 
little  which  is  known  has  been  preserved  principally  through 
their  connection  with  the  Church  of  Christ.  ^  The  first  name  on 
record  is  that  of 

GEN.  I.  J;ranas  gabii  Jynmds.  He  was 

bom  at  the  close  of  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  in  or  about  the  year 
1 600,  and  was  reputed  to  be  wealthy,  occupying  an  estate  of  his 
own  called  Pant-y-llaethdy,  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  Tivy, 
near  to  Llanllwni.-     He  left  three  sons. 

^  Had  family  documents  been  preserved  by  later  generations  I  could  bave 
recorded  a  hiijher  pedigree.  The  Jewish  people  were  scarcelv  more  attached  to 
genealogy  than  were  the  W^Ish.  Take  an  amusing  instance  ■  Dr.  Clarke,  when 
tutor  in  the  family  uf  Sir  Roger  Mostyn,  relates,  "  The  first  enormous  roll  of 
pedigree  I  met  with  during  my  residence  in  that  country,  was  as  greal  i 
curiosity  in  its  way  aa  any  I  have  since  examined.  It  was  upon  parchment, 
and  divided  into  two  (parts,  as  the  whole  together  would  not  have  been  port- 
able. These  were  formed  into  two  immense  rolls,  lined  at  the  back  with  silk.  The 
first  was  fifty-three  feet  in  length,  the  other  forty-nine.  It  began  with  Adam 
and  Eve,  and  continued  tbrough  all  the  ages  both  before  and  after  the  delugf'. 
Asa  vignette,  or  head-piece,  our  first  parents  were  represented  in  the  garden  of 
Eden."— See  Life  of  Dr.  E.  D    Clarke,  vol.  i.  p.  259. 

^  The  house,  situated  about  two  hundred  yards  from  the  river,  and  bearing 
marks  of  its  antiquity,  was  standing  in   IStS,     The   course  of  this  "  renowned 
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I.     ilabii.     My  Ancestor. 

11.  L-uiltt,  born  about  1630.  He  was  the  first  iu  the  family 
who  became  a  convert  to  the  principles  of  the  Baptists, 
then  almost  unknown  in  that  part  of  Wales.  It  is  recorded 
that  on  May  12,  1603,  thirty-three  individuals  formed 
themselves  into  a  church  which  met  in  the  house  of  Mr. 
Griffith  Howels  of  Rhosacre,  in  the  parish  of  Narbeth, 
Pembrokeshire,  and  that  two  months  after,  Evan  Francis 
was  baptized  and  joined  the  little  Christian  society  which 
chose  for  its  pastor  the  Rev.  William  Jones,  one  of  the 
ejected  ministers  of  the  Church  of  England.'  This  excel- 
lent man,  with  Mr.  Howels  and  others,  suffered  sore  perse- 
cution and  imprisonment,  as  narrated  in  the  "History  of 
the  Welsh  Baptists,"  by  the  Rev.  Joshua  Thomas,  of  Leo- 
minster.'    Evan  Francis  had  issue  a  son  and  daughter. 

I.  FRANCIS  EVAN.  in  1672  he  was  bap- 
tized  on  a  profession  of  faith  at  Gleml-wr,  a 
branch  of  the  church  at  Rhosacre.  It  is  believed 
that  a  few  years' subsequently  himself,  hisjfather, 
and  their  families  emigrated  to  IS".  America, 
preferring,  like  the  Pilgrim  Fathers,  a  home 
amidst  its  wilds  and  wigwams,  to  their  native 
land  under  the  government  of  the  execrated 
Stuarts.  3 


stream"  is  marked  by  "admirable  combinations  of  rock,  wood,  water,  and  hill, 
producing  an  incessant  variety  of  beautiful  scenery.  At  Newcastle  Emlvn  the 
Teivy  ('Teifi,'  Welsh)  is  full"  of  interest;  a  ruined  castle  stands  finely  on  tlie 
summit  of  a  small  hill,  and  below  the  town  the  river  precipitates  itself  over  the 
rocks,  and  produces  the  romantic  fall  called  Keaarth  Salmon-Leap."  —  The 
Rivers  of  Enqlarui  and  JJ'ales,  by  S.  Lewis,  London.  1355. 

^  It  was  on  "  Black  Bartholomew"  in  the  preceding  year,  that  two  thousand 
of  the  clergy,  with  lofty  principle  and  martyrs'  fuirh,  left  the  Establishment, 
and  extended  deep  and  wide  tiie  base  of  Protestant  Noncnnformitv. 

*  This  work,  written  in  Welsh  and  publisheii  in  1778,  ogives  much  Information 
respecting  my  ancestors,  of  which  I  have  failed  to  obtain  a  translution.  The 
ties  of  consanguinity  could  not  have  united  the  Historian  and  my  grandfather 
Francis  in  closer  bonds  :  they  were  constant  correspondents  under  the  adopted 
names  of  David  and  Jonathan,  the  latter  representing  Mr.  Thomas.  Some  of 
their  letters  I  am  told  have  since  appeared  in  the  early  numbers  of  the  Seren 
Gomer. 

3  "The  first  pastor  nf  the  Baptist  Church  at  Baltimore,  was  Mr.  John  David 
Francis,  a  cousin  of  the  Rev.  Enoch  Francis."  See  Report  of  the  Philalelphia 
Association,  1764. 
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II.  JANET.  She  was  baptized  at  Glendwr  by  the 
Rev.  W.  Jones  in  1669.  In  1701  she  accompanied 
her  minister  the  Rev.  Thomas  Griffiths  and  tifteen 
families  who  emigrated  to  Pennsylvania,  where 
they  settled  in  a  district  which  they  named 
Welsh  Tract,  and  there  founded  a  Baptist 
church. 

Hi.    "UiUOlllltS,  of  whose  hi.story  nothing  is  known,  but  that 

he  left  a  son  FRANCIS  THOMAS  FRANCIS, 

who,  with  his  wife,  joined  the  church  at  Glendwr  about  the 
year  1675.  They  had  issue  two  sons,  DATID  and  ABEL, 
the  latter  a  Baptist  Minister. 

GEN.  II.  ^UDtO.  He  was  torn  about  162.5,  and  in- 
herited the  paternal  estat'^',  but  careless  in  the  management  of  his 
affairs  he  disposed  of  it,  though  partly  perhaps  in  consequence 
of  the  claims  his  brothers  might  have  had  thereon.  He  left 
issue  one  son,  namely, 

GEN.  III.  JfranCtS  gJltbttl,  named  after  his 
grandfather.  The  date  of  his  birth  and  decease  are  alike  un- 
known, but  it  is  suf&oient  to  be  recorded  of  him  that  he  was 
an  eminent  Christian,  and  the  father  of  children  remarkable  for 
their  piety.  Ho  joined  the  Baptist  church  in  1689.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  F.  had  issue,  three  sous  and  a  daughter. 

I.  (ErtCrCh,  bom  in  leSS.     My  lineal  Ancestor. 

11.  dljitll,   twin  brother  of  Enoch.     Died  in  infancy. 

111.  .IdUUlij,  deacon  of  a  Baptist  church. 

1  V  .  ^'iinititlt,  a  member  of  the  same  church  with  David. 

GEN.  IV.  OEnCCh.  The  foUowing  particulars  of  this 
distinguished  man  are  extracts  from  a  Memoir  which  appeared 
in  the   Gospel   Magazine,  June   1779,  and  from  the  Life  of  his 
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son  aud  my  honoured  grandfather,  the  Eev.  Benjamin  Francis. 
Enoch,  horn  in  1688,  at  Pant-y-llaethdy,  -was  a  lively  active 
child.  When  only  three  years  old  he  fell  into  the  river  Tivy, 
his  father  coming  to  his  rescue  just  as  death  seemed  to  be  in- 
evitable. At  a  very  early  age  he  was  full  of  heavenly  minded- 
ness,  and  had  clear  views  of  his  interest  in  Christ.  He  soon 
joined  himself  to  a  Baptist  church,  and  in  his  nineteenth  year 
preached  his  first  sermon  in  his  native  parish  from  a  passage  in 
Isaiah  Iv.,  a  chapter  to  which  through  life  he  was  greatly  at- 
tached. Though  called  so  young  to  the  work  of  the  ministry 
he  did  great  honour  to  his  profession  :  he  had  excellent  endow- 
ments, correct  perceptions  of  the  gospel,  ardent  love  to  God, 
and  a  most  tender  regard  for  the  everlasting  welfare  of  souls, 
which  qualifications  soon  raised  him  to  an  uncommon  degree  of 
usefulness,  and  to  high  esteem  among  the  pious  and  candid  of 
every  denomination.  EQs  relatives  in  America  strongly  urging 
him  to  join  them,  he  went  on  board  a  ship  to  arrange  for  the 
passage,  but  was  so  shocked  by  the  swearing  of  the  seamen  as 
to  determine  not  to  sail  with  them,  and  subsequently  abandoned 
the  project.  The  precise  period  when  he  accepted  the  pastorate 
of  the  church  at  Newcastle  Emlyn  is  not  ascertained,  but  it  was 
there  the  best  years  of  his  life  were  passed,  and  in  connection 
with  that  people  he  closed  his  ministry.'  His  method  was  to 
take  a  circuit  aU  round  S.  Wales  once  every  year  to  visit  the 
churches.^  On  these  occasions  he  was  generally  invited  to 
preach  in  other  dissenting  meeting  houses  by  brethren  not  of  his 
own  denomination,  and  readily  complied  if  time  would  permit. 

^  His  residence  waa  "  a  respectable  farm  called  Pengellifawr,  one  mile  from 
the  town."  Alas!  tliat  I  have  never  seen  the  homes  of  my  ancestors.  When 
from  the  summit  of  Suowdon  I  gazed  southwai-d,  the  resolve  was  made,  that 
througb  that  district  also  I  would  take  a  pedestrian  ramble,  and  now  I  cannot 
forgive  myself  for  such  neglect. 

^"'in  his  time  there  was  only  one  preacher  at  the  Axnual  Association  of  the 
Baptist  Welsh  Cliuiclies:  he  was  appointed  at  four  of  these  great  meetings, 
namely  in  1721.  1728,  1733  and  1734,  when  his  text  was  M.ntt.  .txir.  15. 
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In  17 -to  whea  thus  visiting  Fishguard  and  -while  preaching  from 
Psalm  Ixxiii.  25,  '2'o,  "Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  Thee,  and 
there  is  none  upon  earth  that  I  desire  beside  Thee.  My  flesh 
and  my  heart,  faileth,"  &c.,  he  was  attacked  with  the  disease, 
■^vhich  in  a  few  days  terminated  fatally.  The  holy  triumphs  of 
his  soul  upon  his  death-bed  were  truly  a  mark  of  honour  put  by 
God  both  upon  this  eminent  man  and  the  gospel  he  preached. 
The  last  words  he  uttered  were,  "  I  have  finished  my  course,  I 
have  kept  the  faith ;  henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a 
crown  of  righteousness,  which  the  Lord,  the  righteous  Judge, 
shall  give  me  at  that  day."  He  died  Tuesday,  February  4, 
17iO,  aged  fifty-one  years.  His  body  had  to  be  borne  nearly 
twenty  miles  to  Cilfawr  the  place  of  burial,^  and  so  universally 
had  the  deceased  been  respected,  that  in  each  of  the  ten  parishes 
to  be  passed  through,  the  resolution  was  taken  that  none  but 
parishioners  should  touch  the  bier.  With  such  strictness  was 
this  regarded,  that  on  arriving  at  a  stream  which  divided  two 
parishes  and  had  to  be  forded,  though  in  the  depth  of  winter, 
those  whose  turn  it  was  to  succeed,  met  those  who  were  bearing 
the  corpse  in  the  middle  of  the  water,  not-  suffering  them  to 
carry  it  a  yard  beyond  their  own  boundary.  As  they  approached 
the  final  resting-place,  this  rule  could  no  longer  be  observed ; 
many  from  all  parts  of  the  country  would  force  themselves 
under  the  bier,  accounting  it  an  honour  to  show  this  last  token 
of  respect  to  their  beloved  friend.  The  funeral  was  attended  by 
vast  crowds  of  people,  whose  sorrow  could  not  be  exjjressed. 
The  solemn  event  was  improved,  in  accordance  with  the  request 

1  Ciifawr  is  situated  on  the  S.  bank  of  tlio  Tiry,  midway  between  Newcastle 
Emlyn  and  Cardigan,     From  tlae  Kev.  Kees  Price,  pastor  ut'  tlie  ancient  Baptist 

Church  there,   I  leai-n  (Feb.  1357)  that  the  grave  is  3tUl  honoured.     The  origi-  I 

nal  tomb  having  decayed,  the  existing  one  replaced  it  about  1777,  bearing  the  i 

some    inscription  in  Weisii,    which  is  quite  legible.     He  adda,    that  the  ledger  I 

stone,  placed -on  brick  work  one  foot  above  the  earth,  may  stand  for  many  years,  [ 

but  is  much  impaired,"  [ 

15 
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of  the  deceased,  by  his  excellent  friend  the  Rev.  Thomas  Mat- 
thias, from  Phil.  i.  21,  "  For  me  to  live  is  Christ,  and  to  die  is 
gain ;"  besides  vrhich,  funeral  sermons  ■were  preached  for  him 
through  S.  "Wales,  by  ministers  of  different  denominations, 
some  from  those  words,  "Enoch  walked  with  God."'  Mr. 
Francis  was  a  very  personable  man,  of  middle  size,  strongly 
made  :  his  countenance  was  lively,  affable  and  cheerful,  and  his 
eyes  keen  and  penetrating,  yet  mild  and  pleasant.  In  the  pulpit 
he  discovered  a  happy  mixture  of  dignity,  serenity  and  benevo- 
lence :  he  was  an  orator  formed  by  nature,  his  voice  was  exceed- 
ingly powerful,  equally  melodious,  and  managed  with  much 
skill :  such  was  his  flow  of  affection  that  tears  woidd  often 
trickle  plentifully  down  his  cheeks,  his  hearers  manifesting  the 
like  emotion,  so  naturally  did  he  touch  the  passions,  his  ad- 
dresses being  uncommonly  melting  and  convincing.  Possessing 
such  a  complication  of  excellences,  multitudes  were  accustomed 
to  flock  after  him,  and  his  ministry  was  very  successful."  The 
wonderful  love  of  Christ  to  perishing  sinners,  and  free  salvation 
through  His  obedience  unto  death,  were  the  substance  of  his 
preaching.  To  these  extracts  I  would  add,  his  chief  pubhcation 
was  a  treatise  on  the  doctrines  of  grace  entitled  "  Gair  yn  ei 
Bryd,"  or  "A  word  in  Season,"  which  passed  through  several 
editions,  and  was  reprinted  at  Caerdiff  in  1839  (pp.  114),  with  a 
brief  memoir  prefixed.^    Nothing  is  recorded  of  Mrs.  FEAJ^CIS, 

'  Several  elegies  were  also  written  and  some  printed.  One,  bjr  an  Indepen- 
dent minister,  the  Rev.  Jeniiin  Thomas,  appended  to  the  Memoir  in  Welsh,  ia 
said  to  possess  "  considerable  merit." 

'  "  It  may  with  truth  be  affirmed  that  Mr.  Griffith  Jones  in  the  Church  of 
England,  and  Mr.  Enocii  Francis  among  the  Protestant  Dissenters,  greatly  ex- 
ceeded in  gifts  and  usefulness  all  other  ministers  in  Wales."  As  this  was  con- 
tributed by  an  unknown  pen,  to  a  periodical  not  denominational,  it  has  an  addi- 
tional claim  perhaps  to  be  regarded  as  an  impartial  testimony. 

3  The  controversy  between  the  Presbyterians  and  Independents  on  Arminiau 
doctrines,  which  had  extended  to  S.  Wales  and  kindled  contention,  was  begin- 
ning in  1729  to  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  the  Baptist  churches.  In  defence  of 
Calnnistic  tenets  the  treatise  was  written,  and  is  thus  noticed  :  "  The  writer  of 
this  excellent  book  reasons  witli  gentleness  and  aiFeetion,  and  in  the  true  spirit 
of  one  filled  with  love  to  Christ  and  souls,  to  peace  and  truth." 
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except  that  she  was  descended  from  pious  parentage,  and  that 
I  previously  to  her  marriage  she  was  a  member  of  the  ancient 
1  Baptist  Church  at  Hengoed.  Her  decease  took  place  only  six 
I  months  antecedent  to  that  of  her  husband  :  on  their  tomb  is  the 
j  following  inscription  : 
I 

j  ENOCH    FEAXCIS, 

j  Pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church  at 

j  Newcastle 

I  And  its  diifereut  branches 

Finished  his  course 

j  "With  joy  to  himself  and  sorrow  to  many 

j  Feb.  i,  1739-40,  aged  51  years. 

"  And  Enoch  walked  with  God." 

MAEY  his  wife 

FeU  asleep  Aug.  23,  1739. 

"  Mart/  hath  chosen  tluxt  good  part  which 

sluzll  not  be  taken  from  her." 

NATHANIEL  their   son 

Died  in    1749,    aged    18   years. 

"  Belwld  an  hraelile  indeed,  in  whom  is  no  guile." 

'Ms.  and  ilrs.  Francis  left  issue  three  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters, the  youngest  only  sLs  years  of  age.  "  God  not  only  pro- 
vided for  them  when  bereaved  of  both  their  parents,  but  they 
were  all  accounted  truly  pious." 

1.    jTlitrtrtit,  bom  in  1720,  at  Capel  Jago,  or  James  Chapel, 
was  baptized  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  and  married  the  Rev. 

15—2 
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STEPHEN  DAVI3,  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church,  Priorj'  I 
Street,  Caermarthen.  She  died  in  1755,  aged  thirty -five.  J 
Her  husband  (who  married  again),  died  in  1794,  aged  \ 
seventy-eight.  They  had  issue,  Enoch,  Mary,  Stephen  ) 
and  Abiah  ;  of  v.'hom  Stephen  alone  is  known. 

I.    STEPHEN  DAVIS,  bomin  1752,  removed  to 
London,   and  resided  at  50,  Aldermanbury.     In 
17S1  he  was  dismissed  from  his  father's  cliurch 
to  that  (if  Dr.   Stennett  in  Wild  Street,  of  which 
his  wife  was  also  a  member.     She  died  about  the 
year  1788,  and  Mr.  D.  in  1819,  aged  sixty-seven. 
Their  son  the  Rev.   STEPHEN  DAVIS  was  bom 
October  30,  1783.     He  ascribed  his  first  religious 
impressions,    when  in  his  thirteenth   year,    to  a 
sermon   preached   by  the   Eev.    Samuel   Pearce. 
Though  trained  to  commercial  pui'suits  he  early 
evinced  talents  for  the  ministry,  to  which  he  was 
encouraged  to  consecrate  his  powers.      His  life 
may  be  said  to  have  been  devoted  to  the  interests 
of  the  Baptist  Irish  Missionary  Society.     During 
a  lengthened  period  he  resided  at  Clonmel,   la- 
bouring in  that  town  and  the  surrounding  dis- 
tricts of   Tipperary,  tiU  in  1S37  he  was  perma- 
nently engaged  as    the   traveDing   agent  of   the 
Society,   advocating  its  claima  throughout  Eng- 
land,   Scotland,    Wales,    and   once    through   the 
United  States  of  America.     In  prosecuting  these 
labours,  neither  dangers,^  fatigue,  nor  privation'^ 
were  regarded,  and  it  is  computed  he  raised  for 
the  Society  during  liis  connection  with  it  more 

1  '*  BetTveen  Cashel  and  Thurles  Mr.  Davia  was  once  attacked  upon  the  high- 
way. While  a  pistol  was  held  to  his  head,  he  solemnly  warned  the  robbers  of 
the  judgment  to  come.  He  pleaded  to  be  permitttd  to  retain  one  live  pound 
note,  as  it  had  bi'en  given  for  charitable  purposes:  and  with  a  spirit  that  would 
Lave  done  honour  to  the  hero  of  our  outlaw  ballads,  his  plunderers  granted  the 
request.  His  watch  was  subsequently  obtained  from  a  priest,  to  whom  it  was 
given  at  the  confessional.  His  seal  he  descried  upon  a  gentleman's  bunch,  as 
he  was  travelling  some  years  afterwards,  and  having  proved  it  to  be  his  bj  pro- 
ducing the  original  impression,  it  was  at  once  given  up  to  him  on  payment  of  a 
email  sum." — Memoir,  Baptist  Magazine,  vol.  xlix.  p.  134. 

-  "  In  the  mountain  districts  of  Ii-eland,  potatoes  were  frequently  his  only 
fare.  Bread  was  a  luxury  which  had  to  be  brought  from  a  djstauce  of  many 
mdcs,  even  for  the  administration  of  the  Lord's  Supper." — Memoir, 
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than  £1S,000.  "After  a  lengthened  life  of  use- 
fulness and  ardent  devotion  to  the  Redeemer's 
cause,  he  is  taken  to  his  heavenly  home,  to  be 
crowned  with  honour  and  glory  and  immortality. 
He  was  blessed  with  a  warm  and  truly  loving 
heart,  formed  for  friendship,  and  overflowing 
with  deep  Christian  sympathy  ;  whilst  the  smile, 
of  benevolence  that  always  lighted  up  his  counte- 
nance spoke  silently  and  unmistakably  of  inward 
peace,  hope,  and  joy.  Long,  very  long,  will  his 
endeared  memory  be  cherished  by  many  whom 
he  often  refreshed  and  strengthened  amidst  their 
weary  pilgrimage. '  "He  fell  asleep  in  Jesus," 
Lord's-day,  February  3,  1356,  aged  seventy-two 
years.  Of  his  family  two  sons  have  occupied 
prominent  positions  in  the  same  denomination 
as  their  father ;  the  Rev.  5  TEPHE^  J.  DA  VIS 
is  the  efficient  secretary  of  the  Baptist  Home 
Mission,^  and  the  Rev.  GEORGE  HEXRY 
DA  VIS,  many  years  pastor  of  the  church  in 
King  Street,  Bristol,  has  succeeded  my  late 
valued  and  intimate  friend  Mr.  William  .Jones,  iu 
the  management  of  the  Religious  Tract  Society. 

II.  JOlWtlllirt,  born  at  Capel  Jago  in  172.3.  At  the  age  of 
SLxteen  he  joined  his  father's  church.  In  1140  he  repaired 
to  Trosnant,  Pontypool,  to  receive  tuition  for  the  ministry,' 
and  like  his  honoured  parent  commenced  preaching  long  be- 
fore he  had  attained  to  manhood.  In  1744  he  married  Miss 
SL\RTHA  JENKINS  of  Llangy-falach  near  Swansea, 
Eind  in  1746  accepted  the  pastorate  of  the  Baptist  Church 
at  Pen-y-vai,*  three   miles  from  the   town  of  Bridgend, 

1  This  is  a  part  of  a  letter,  by  my  brotber  Mr.  J.  B.  Flint,  inserted  in  the 
memoir.  Mr.  Davis  was  a  second-cousin  of  my  motlier  ;  between  him  and  mj 
family  a  coi-dial  fiiendsliip  bad  always  prevailed.  See  also  Baptist  Magazine, 
vol.  liix.  p.  083. 

=  [He  died  at  Glasgow,  May  10,  1866,  aged  sixty.] 

3  Among  Uis  fellow-students  were  tbe  Kev.  Timothy  Thomas,  Dr.  Morgan 
Jones,  and  Br.  Tbomas  Llewelyn,  names  of  renown  in  tUe  Principality. 

*  From  the  Rjr.  D.  Tliomas,  late  pastor  of  Pen-y-vai,  I  obtameJ  much  infor- 
mation relative  to  the  family.  Desirous  of  showing  some  mark  of  respect  to  the 
churcU  as  woll  as  liimself,  I  presented  the  former  with  a  pair  of  plated  commu- 
nion cups.     Tlie  gitt  was  acknowledged  with  genuine  Welsh  gratitude,  but  I 
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Monmouthshire,  the  scene  of  his  life's  labours.  The  peo- 
ple being  poor,  he  served  them  gratiiitously  during  fifty- 
five  years  ;  indeed,  for  a  long  period  he  even  provided  the 
elements  for  the  Lord's  Supper,  tUl  after  gentle  expostula- 
tion with  his  deacons,  and  explaining  to  them  the  right 
operation  of  the  voluntary  principle  which  the  pastor  un- 
derstood much  better  than  his  flock,  this  inconsistency  was 
remedied.  From  the  time  of  his  settlement  over  the 
church  he  occupied  a  farm  called  Nant  Mwth,  in  the 
parish  of  Bettws,  distant  about  three  miles  from  the  meet- 
ing-house. "Given  to  hospitality,"  his  house  was  the 
welcome  resort  of  ministers  or  Christian  brethren  who 
visited  the  neighbourhood  ;  in  such  society  he  found  a  con- 
<  genial  element ;  and  in  the  earnest  discharge  of  his  duties 

a  peace  of  mind  which  wealth  and  distinction  rarely  confer 
on  their  possessors.  One  of  his  heaviest  trials  was  the 
decease  of  his  beloved  and  pious  wife  under  circumstances 
peculiarly  affecting.  On  May  29,  1789,  Mrs.  F.  being 
about  to  return  home  from  Bridgend  whither  she  had  gone 
on  horseback,  her  horse  was  startled  in  the  street  by  a 
vehicle  passing,  and  plunged — throwing  her  with  such 
violence  as  to  fracture  her  skull  most  dreadfully,  occasion- 
ing instant  death.  Though  in  her  sixty-ninth  year,  she 
had  been  remarkably  robust.  Mr.  Francis  mourned  his 
loss  twelve  years,  and  on  September  13,  1801,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-eight,  ceased  from  his  labours,  and  his  works 
follow  him.  Not  gifted  with  the  powers  of  his  father  or 
brother  Benjamin,  still  his  talents  were  respectable — he 
was  an  acceptable  preacher,  and  his  ministry  "greatly 
blessed,  having  been  rendered  instrumental  in  adding 
hundreds  to  the  Church  of  Christ."  It  was  in  the  earlier 
part  of  his  career  that,  as  previously  stated,  Arminian  doc- 
trines had  extended  themselves  through  Wales,  and 
though  not  extreme  in  his  views  his  polemical  zeal  was 
perhaps  unduly  excited  thereby,  so  that  he  became  a 
doughty  champion  of  "  the  five  points."  Dissimilar  to 
his  brother,  he  failed  to  acquire  our  language,  and  confined 


was  eTceedinelj  amused  when,  remembering  their  wants,  tbe  inquiry  was 
added  with  all  flimplicitj,  "  Have  tou  a  Clock  ?"  "With  me  it  was  time  to 
stop. 
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his  preaching  and  correspondence  to  hia  native  tongne. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  left  issue  two  aona  and  six  daughters. 

I.  MARTHA.  Married  Mr.  OAKEY  of  Swansea, 
who  was  drowned  there  in  June  1342,  leaving  a 
family  of  ten  children. 

II.  RACHEL,  bom  in  1749,  was  converted  when 
in  her  twenty-first  year  under  the  ministry  of  her 
father.  She  married  Mr,  EVAN  SMITH  of 
Neath,  currier  ;  was  an  exemplary  Christian,  and 
departed  this  Ufe  confidently  relying  on  the 
merits  of  her  Redeemer,  December  6,  1836,  aged 
eighty-sLx.  They  had  issue  eight  children, 
BINJAMIN,  MASY,  who  married  Mr.  DAVID 
THOMAS  of  Neath  ;  ENOCH,  MOSES,  MARTHA, 
DANIEL,  THOMAS,  and  HANNAH, 

III.  MARY,  bom  in  1750,  married  Mr.  EEES 
HOWELL  of  Sychbant,  farmer  ;  and  died  August 
13,  ISOl,  aged  fifty-one.  She  left  surviving  three 
sons,  HOWEL,  THOMAS,  and  NATHANIEL. 

rV.  ENOCH  ■"'^3  born  in  or  about  the  year  1754. 
In  1771  he  entered  the  Baptist  CoOege,  Bristol, 
and  passed  through  the  regular  course  of  study. 
His  ordination  took  place  in  1776  at  Exeter, 
where  he  held  the  pastorate  during  thirteen  years, 
and  afterwards  that  of  the  church  at  Wantage, 
Berks.  "  His  health  had  been  on  the  decline  for 
some  time  past,  and  his  physicians  advised  him 
to  try  the  benefit  of  Bath  waters.  There  the  best 
advice  was  obtained,  but  medical  skiU  proved 
nseless.  In  three  weeks  after  his  arrival  (Oct.  9, 
1808)  he  resigned  his  soul  into  the  hands  of  his 
Redeemer.  His  body  was  interred  in  the  Baptist 
burying-ground  at  Bath,  and  his  death  improved 
the  following  Lord's  day  by  the  Eev.  J.  P.  Porter 
in  a  sermon  from  Heb.  be  27,  28."'  Mr.  F.  was 
a  remarkably  personable  man,  of  gentlemajily 
manners,  and  good  abilities,  but  hia  ministry  was 

1  See  Obituarr,  Baptist  Magazine,  vol.  i.  p.  31. 
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deficient  in  that  earnestness  which  characterized 
the  preaching  of  his  ancestors,  and  contributed  so 
largely  to  their  success.  He  married,  and  his 
wife  survived  him,  but  an  only  child  preceded 
him  to  the  tomb. 

"V.  DANIEL,  bom  in  1758,  also  devoted  himself 
to  the  Christian  ministry,  and  by  his  talents  and 
early  success  raised  the  ardent  expectations  of 
those  who  had  seen  him  "gird  on  the  armour," 
but  thought  not  that  he  was  so  soon  to  fall  in  the 
field.  He  commenced  his  stated  labours  in  1772, 
and  on  February  4,  177-1,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
six,  had  finished  his  warfare,  and  secured  the  vic- 
tor's crown.  It  is  further  recorded  of  him  that 
he  was  "an  excellent  bard."  The  "Parting 
Song "  so  popular  in  S.  Wales  was  composed  in 
concert  with  his  brother  Enoch  and  Uncle  Benja- 
min at  Merthyr,  on  the  termination  of  a  happy, 
and  it  is  believed,  final  interview.^  Mr.  Daniel 
Francis  married  Miss  DAVIES  of  Gorllwn,  near 
Merthyr,  a  lady  esteemed  for  her  intelligence 
and  piety  ;  she  died  shortly  after  her  first  con- 
finement, leaving  an  orphan  daughter  who  sur- 
vived and  became  the  wife  of  • —  OVERTON, 
Esq.  of  Llanthety  Hall  near  Brecon.  Mrs.  OVEE- 
TON  had  respectable  property  of  her  own,  sur- 
vived her  husband  many  years,-  and  died  Feb- 
ruary — ,  1851,  aged  about  sixty-seven  years. 
They  had  issiie— I.  GEORGE,  Attorney.  11. 
MARY,  married  Lieut.  RL'SSELL  of  the  High- 
landers. III.  ELIZA,  married  the  Eev.  — 
LLEWELLYN,  Clergyman.  IV.  MARGARET, 
married  —  LEWIS,  Esq.,  a  gentleman  of  fortune. 
V.  EDWARD.     VI.  ANN. 

'  The  copy  in  my  possession  is  in  'Welsli,  printed  on  a  large  sheet  of  paper,    i 
with  the  design  of  offiiing  it  to  a  wall.     On  the  top  are  woodcuts  professing  to    ' 
be  portraits  of  Daniel,  Enoch,  and  Benjamin  Francis,  besides  which  there  are    '■ 
some  other  embellishments  not  very  artisLic.     It  bears  no  date,  and  was  printed 
at  Cardigan  by  Isaac  Thomas.     The  stanzas  are  twenty-one  in  number. 

'  In  the  summer  of  1832  my  uncle  and  aunt  Heskins  paid  an  agreeable  visit 
to  Mrs.  0.,  who  regarded  her  ancestry  wit^,  veneration.  ' 
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VI.  DINAH.  Married  the  Rev.  JOHIN^  WIL- 
LIAMS, pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church,  Denbigh, 
but  was  soon  left  a  widow.  A  still  heavier  aiflic- 
tion  awaited  this  worthy  woman  ;  some  mis- 
creants having  attempted  to  break  into  her  house 
when  she  happened  to  be  alone,  the  fright  occa- 
sioned insanity,  nor  was  reason  ever  restored. 

VII.  HANNAH,  born  in  1762,  married  Mr.  JOHN 
RICHARDS  of  LLANGY-FELACH.  She  sur- 
vived her  brothers  and  sisters,  and  died  March 
26,  1846,  aged  eighty-four.  Pen-y-vai  was  her 
burial  place,  as  it  had  been  that  of  the  entire 
family. 

Vril.    SARAH.     Died  in  infancy. 

^^'■-  .JTlUrp.  A  truly  good  woman,  resided  near  Pen-y-vai, 
and  died  there  unmarried,  having  attained  a  great  age. 

I  V  .  jHStuiinKl,  bom  in  1731  at  PengeUy-fa-m-,  joined  his 
father's  church,  and  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen. 

V.    &Cnj;niUn,  bom  in  1734.     My  venerated  grandfather. 

YI.  ^^'^•'-"i^C'r  bom  about  the  year  1736,  married  Mr. 
ABRAHAil  LEWIS  of  Merthyr,  but  the  union  was  not 
productive  of  happiness.  She  was  a  tried  and  exemplary 
Christian — a  woman  of  much  energy' — and  in  temporal 
things  had  to  rely  on  her  own  resources.  Mrs.  L.  died  at 
Merthyr,  February  13,  1790,  and  was  interred  there.  Her 
brother  Benjamin,  then  in  London,  writes,  "  She  closed 
life  with  true  fortitude,  peace  and  joy,  in  fuU  hope  of  a 
glorious  immortality  ;  after  having  for  a  long  time  endured 
inexpressible  pain,  under  which  she  was  ever  resigned." 
She  left  an  only  daughter. 

MARY.  Married  Mr.  LEWIS  WILLIAMS 
of  Merthyr,  by  whom  she  left  issue  six  sons  and 
two  daughters  :  she  became  proverbial  for  her 
hospitality  to  Christian  ministers.  Two  of  her 
children  are  known  :  Mrs.  OAKEY,  who  died  at 
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her  residence,  Hill  Cottage,  Merthyr  ;  March  18, 
1854,  aged  aeventy-five.  A  son,  Mr.  LEWIS 
WIllIAMS,  left  five  daughters,  of  whom  JslNE 
married  the  Kev.  THOMAS  DAVIES,  pastor  of 
the  English  Baptist  Church,  Merthyr ;  and 
RACHAEL,  the  late  Rev.  EXOCH  WILLIAMS, 
M.A.,  of  the  Baptist  Church,  Swansea.  He  has 
left  surviving  a  son  named  Benjamin  Francis 
Williams,  and  one  daughter. 

GEN.  V.  gtnjamin  Jjrands  ^as  bom  at  Pen- 

cilli,  near  Newcastle  Emlyn,  about  Midsummer  in  the  year  1734. 
An  affecting  memento  of  early  orphanage  was  retained  by  him 
through  life — his  birthday  was  unknown.  It  had  been  faith- 
fully chronicled  in  the  memory  of  a  fond  mother,  nor  was  it 
forgotten  by  the  loving  father,  who  notwithstanding  his  strong 
faith,  repeatedly  on  his  death-bed  "  gave  vent  to  his  feelings 
and  exclaimed,  '  My  dear  Kttle  children  are  not  reared,  and  will 
bo  orphans,'  "  but  the  last  enemy  came  relentlessly,  and  with 
the  parents  that  date  was  lost.  The  subject  of  this  memoir  was 
little  more  than  five  years  old  at  the  decease  of  his  mother,  yet 
if  one  of  the  most  profound  and  philosophic  writers  of  our  age  be 
correct,  it  is  much  earlier  in  life  than  this  that  maternal  influ- 
ence with  its  plastic  hand  begins  to  mould  the  future  man. 
His  education  commenced  not  with  the  alphabet ;  the  mother's 
look,  her  winning  smQe  or  reluctant  frown,  is  the  first  lesson 
that  is  imparted.  Mre.  Francis  was  a  woman  of  "  remark- 
able piety  and  virtue,"  and  the  development  of  character  in 
her  son  would  confirm  the  opinion  advanced.  Although  a 
grave  chOd,  he  was  not  one  of  those  who  have  been  com- 
pared to  a  rose  without  scent,  for  he  had  imbibed  the  fra- 
grance of  heaven,  nor  could  the  perfume  be  concealed,  though 
as  with  the  violet  its  source  was  hidden.  It  was  in  his 
last  illness  my  grandfather  stated  to  those  around  him  that 
"  he   well   recollected    having   felt   when   but    seven  years   of 
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age  an  abiding  reverence  of  the  Divine  IVFajesty,  a  dread  of 
associating  with  wicked  companions,  and  such  an  abhorrence  of 
all  profane  or  impure  conversation,  that  if  he  ever  heard  any- 
thing of  the  kind,  he  could  not  forbear  severely  reproving  it. 
He  had  at  this  early  period  such  a  flow  of  affection  sometimes 
in  private  prayer,  which  he  then  began  to  practise,  that  '  his 
whole  heart  was  overwhelmed  with  rapture  '  after  he  had  been  en- 
gaged in  that  duty.  One  opportunity  of  this  kind  he  mentioned 
in  particular,  which  he  remembered  with  peculiar  gratitude,  and 
spoke  of  it  then  with  tears  of  joy.^  Yet  he  was  very  careful  at 
the  time  when  he  first  felt  these  emotions  of  soul,  to  keep  them 
secret,  dreading  all  hypocrisy  and  self-deception ;  and  sometimes 
when  he  could  scarcely  conceal  them  from  his  pious  friends,  he 
was  ready  to  tremble  lest  they  should  speak  to  him,  wishing  to 
keep  his  reUgious  exercises  '  a  profound  secret  in  his  own  bosom.' 
Many  other  hints  has  he  occasionally  dropped  to  his  family  and 
most  intimate  friends,  whereby  it  appears  that  though  he  made 
a  public  profession  so  young  as  the  age  of  fifteen,  he  had  been 
then  the  subject  of  Divine  grace  for  several  years." 

Having  evinced  strong  desire  to  consecrate  his  powers  to  the 
Christian  ministry,  and  his  pastor  the  Rev.  Griffith  Davies  of 
Swansea,  cordially  approving  the  resolve,  successfully  exerted 
himseK  to  procure  the  admission  of  his  young  friend  to  tho 
Baptist  College,  Bristol,-  where  he  studied  from  1753  to  1756. 
On  his  entering  that  institution  his  ignorance  of  English  pre- 
cluded his  asking  a  blessing  at  table  :  this  at  first  proved  an 
obstacle  to  his  progress,  and  led  the  senior  tutor,  the  Eev.  Ber- 
nard Foskett,  to  form  an  unfavourable  opinion  of  his  abihties, 

1  "  It  was  in  the  solitude  of  a  stone-quarry,  whither  he  had  withdrawn  to 
pour  out  his  heart  before  God." 

^  For  a  short  time  previously  he  must  have  studied  (as  did  hia  brother  Jona- 
than) at  Trosnant,  his  name  occurring  in  the  list  of  students,  and  his  entrance 
there  being  in  1162.— See  Pamphlet  by  the  Eev.  J.  Eufus  WilUama,  Tstrad, 
Cardiff,  1863. 
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and  even  to  propose  sending  him  back  to  Wales,  which  would 
probably  have  taken .  place  had  not  a  Welsh  miaister  who  dis- 
covered his  genius  pleaded  for  further  trial.  With  the  ardour 
of  a  true  student  he  applied  to  his  studies,  but  particularly  to 
the  acquiring  a  thoroughly  grammatical  knowledge  of  our  lan- 
guage, which  he  mastered  so  perfectly  as  to  attain  "  a  fluency  of 
utterance  and  a  deHvery  so  agreeable,  that  very  few  English 
preachers  excelled,  or  indeed  equalled  him  in  these  respects  ; 
while  he  retained  through  life  the  same  ready  command  of  his 
mother  tongue." 

On  leaving  Bristol  Mr.  Francis  laboured  for  some  months  at 
Sodbury,  Gloucestershire,  but  this  was  not  the  appropriate 
sphere  which  Providence  had  designed  him  to  occupy,  and  to 
which  he  was  introduced  in  a  manner  somewhat  remarkable. 
The  church  at  Shortwood^  in  the  parish  of  Horsley  about  fifteen 
rnUes  distant  was  also  destitute  of  a  pastor,  and  in  a  sad  state  of 
disunion.  Its  deacons,  having  heard  Mr.  F.  with  pleasure,  "  pro- 
posed to  invite  him  as  a  supply,  which  the  church  negatived, 
and  as  the  result  of  the  disagreement  the  pulpit  remained  vacant 
for  the  following  Lord's  day.  Determined,  Lf  possible,  to  carry 
their  point,  these  good  men  after  the  labours  of  the  week  had 
closed,  walked  over  to  Sodbury,  and  by  a  kiad  of  constraining 
violence,  at  last  succeeded  in  inducing  Mr.  F.  to  accompany 
them  to  Shortwood,  where  they  arrived  about  three  o'clock  in 
the  morning.     When   the  church  met  for  worship  and  no  ex- 

1  la  the  note  at  pa^fo  98,  I  omitted  to  remark  that  Shortwood  derived  its  name 
from  a  noble  beech  wood,  more  than  a  mile  in  circuit,  and  in  immediate  prox- 
imity to  the  chapel.  Bright  recollections  of  departed  days  1-  those  lofty  trees, 
with  their  straight  and  branchless  trunks,  crowned  with  an  unbroken  canopy  of 
foliage — that  clear,  cool  space  beneath,  carpeted  with  moss,  and  embroidered 
with  sylvan  flowers,  there  between  the  hours  of  service  on  the  Sabbath,  might 
be  seen  little  compaaios  strolling  through  secluded  paths,  or  others  partaking  of 
their  simple  meal,  the  crystral  stream  being  close  at  hand  ;  while  the  stillness 
was  often  broken  by  the  songs  of  Zion,  raised  by  joyous  voices.  To  the  regret 
of  hundreds,  about  1829  the  value  of  the  timber  led  to  its  being  felled,  and  that 
gem  of  the  hill-side,  that  lovely  grove  the  resort  of  many  a  hoarcn-bound  pil- 
grim, exists  no  longer  ! 
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pectation  of  a  minister  was  entertained  by  any  Lut  the  pai'ties 
afore-mentioned,  one  of  them  announced  the  fa.ct  that  j\Ir. 
Francis  was  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  urged  a  deputation  to 
invite  him  to  preach  at  least  for  that  day  :  this  was  agreed  to, 
and  thus  the  people  heard  for  the  first  time  the  man  destined  to 
be  the  watchman  of  their  souls,  and  to  whose  future  labours 
under  God,  the  prosperity  of  the  church  was  to  be  ascribed. 
"VNTiatever  opposition  had  been  previously  made  to  Mr.  Francis, 
or  from  whatever  source  it  had  originated,  it  from  this  day 
ceased.  Every  voice  was  loud  in  his  praise  ;  every  hand  lifted 
up  and  stretched  out  for  his  support ;  and  every  heart,  warm  in 
his  interest,  courted  him  to  assume  a  station  which  the  Lord  had 
eminently  fitted  him  to  fill."'  He  entered  on  his  regular  ministry 
at  Shortwood  in  October,  1757,  and  on  Thui-sday,  October  12, 
in  the  following  year,  was  ordained  to  the  pastoral  office.  The 
church  at  his  settlement  consisted  of  only  sixty-six  members, 
and  the  salary  they  raised  was  even  less  than  he  had  received  at 
Sodbury,  so  that  pecuniary  benefit  could  not  have  influenced 
him  in  his  choice. 

It  was  early  in  the  year  1757  that  my  gi-andfatlier  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  MAEY  HAEEIS,  a  native  of  Wales,  with  whom 
he  had  become  acquainted  in  Bristol.  The  union  was  happy 
but  brief :  she  became  the  mother  of  five  children,  and  died  of 
consiunption  April  26,  1765.  As  one  child  oidy  survived  in- 
fancy, and  her  death  occun'ed  nine  years  prior  to  that  of  her 
iiither,  I  shall  record  this  family  now,  rather  than  unite  it  with 
the  second,  at  the  close  of  the  memoir. 

1.    ^tliirr!,  born  December  12,   1757.  \Died  May  15,  1759, 
aged  seventeen  months. 

II.    ^TlUrg,  bom  September  4,  1759,   married  Mr.  JAMES 
POWELL  of  Devizes.     Slie  was  a  pious  woman,  and  died 

Mistoty  of  the  Church  at  ShorlivooJ,  p.  31. 
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there  in  1790,  aged  thirty-one.  Mr.  P.  also  closed  hia 
days  there,  in  1831,  aged  seventy-eight.  They  had  issue 
four  sons  and  one  daughter  :  namely, 

I.  MARIA.  She  died  unmarried  at  Melksham,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  and  was  interred 
there.  Her  remarkable  piety  induced  her  pastor, 
the  Rev.  —  Ward,  to  perpetuate  her  memory  in  a 
small  memoir,  published  soon  after  her  decease. 

II.  JAMES,  of  London,  was  a  respectable  printer 
in  Hand  Court  (city).  On  retiring  from  business 
he  resided  for  many  years  in  the  Kent  Road. 
Mr.  P.  died  April  16,  1849,  aged  sixty-eight,  and 
was  interred  in  the  Nunhead  Cemetery,  Peckham. 
His  widow,  Mrs.  CHARLOTTE  POWELL,  an 
earnest  Christian,  visited  Margate  in  the  summer 
of  1857,  suffering  much  from  the  feebleness  of  age. 
They  had  three  children,  a  son,  and  two  daugh- 
ters, one  of  whom  was  a  member  of  ilr.  Clayton's 
Church,  London. 

III.  BENJAMIN  FRANCIS  POWELL,  bom 

in  1783,  was  formerly  of  Dursley,  near  Uley.  He 
retired  from  commercial  engagements,  and  passed 
five  years  in  America,  where  he  made  a  pedestrian 
tour  of  the  United  States,  and  I  believe  pubUshed 
the  result  of  his  botanical  researches.  Returning 
home,  he  married  a  lady  of  fortune  by  whom  he 
had  no  issue,  and  fixed  hia  residence  at  Stanhope 
Terrace,  Gloucester  Gate,  Regent's  Park'  [where 
he  died  Dec.  1863,  aged  eighty]. 

IV.  JOHN .  He  was  a  printer ;  married  a  daughter 
of  the  Rev.  —  BIGGS,  Baptist  Minister  of  De- 
vizes, and  died  at  the  age  of  thirty. 

V.  A  son  who  died  early  in  Hie. 

III.    benjamin,    bom  March  19,    1761.      Died  June    18, 
1765,  aged  four  years.   . 

'  His  remarkable  escape  from  a  rattle-anake,  ia  an  interesting  tale . 


n. 
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IV.    Sli^abcth,    bom  December  2,   1762.      Died  July  10, 
1765,  aged  two  years  and  seven  months.' 

V.    Sarah,  bom  May  16,   1764.     Died  Jaly  4,  1765,   aged 
fourteen  months. 

From  these  dates  it  will  be  perceived  that  within  the  short 
period  of  eleven  weeks  Mr.  Francis  was  bereaved  of  the  loved 
wife  of  his  youth,  and  three  dear  children.^  To  one  possessing 
extreme  sensibUity  and  as  large  a  portion  of  natural  affection  a3 
could  be  cherished  consistently  with  supreme  love  to  God,  these 
billows  would  have  been  overwhelming,  but  for  an  Arm  unseen, 
which  sustained  hun  in  the  deep  waters.  Amidst  this  scene  of 
domestic  desolation  he  sought  relief  in  pouring  forth  his  tender 
complaint  in  an  Elegy,  in  which  he  alludes  to  one  of  the  ga- 
thered blossoms  in  the  following  strain 

"  In  each  apartment  of  my  lonely  place 
Her  lovely  image  plays  before  my  face ; 
I  see  her  run  in  ev'ry  garden  walk. 
In  ev'ry  breeze  methinks  I  hear  her  talk, 
In  each  adjacent  field  she  picks  a  flow'r, 
Looks  in  my  face  and  smiles,  then  gathers  more. 
But  cease  my  soul  from  each  terrene  deUght, 
To  bright  celestial  realms  direct  thy  sight  : 
Still  bless  the  Lord — the  Lord  wlio  takes  and  gives, 
Though  wife  and  children  die,  GOD  EVER  LIVES.  "^ 

Nor  were  these  the  only  trials  he  was  called  to  pass  through  ; 
the  income  derived  from  the  church  being  inadequate  to  his 

1  It  was  a  few  months  previous  to  the  birth  of  Elizabeth,  that  llr.  Francia 
removed  with  his  family  to  the  newly  erected  house  at  Ticmore-end  ;  for  a  de- 
scription of  which  and  reference  to  the  engraving,  see  Appendii  M. 

2  ilrs.  F.  and  her  children  were  interred  just  within  the  door  of  the  princi- 
pal entrance  to  the  Meeting  House  ;  nor  was  their  grave  disturbed,  or  its  rela- 
tive position  altered  by  the  erection  of  the  present  building.  One  rehc  of  her 
remains,  a  truthful  protile  ;  taken  when  art  availed  itself  of  the  darkest  shade, 
instead  of  the  brightest  sunbeams, 

3  This  elegy  was  the  th'st  poetical  effusion  of  my  grandfather's  that  appeared 
in  print. 
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necessities,  lie  had  embarked  his  property  in  the  trade  of  one 
on  whom  he  believed  he  could  securely  rely,  but  the  individual 
proved  to  be  destitute  of  principle,  and  Mr.  F.  sacrificed  five 
hundred  pounds.  Thus  in  the  school  of  aflSictiou  was  he  trained, 
and  peculiarly  qualified  to  impart  ivisdom  and  consolation  to  the 
bereaved  and  distressed. 

On  July  27,  1766,  he  formed  a  second  matrimonial  connection 
with  IMiss  jVIAEY  "WALLIS  of  Bagpath  near  Horsley.i  De- 
scended from  a  very  respectable  family,  it  had  been  her  misfor- 
tune when  but  a  few  days  old  to  be  bereaved  of  her  mother,  but 
her  excellent  grandmother  jVIrs.  Holbrow,  with  solicitude  and 
affection  which  were  maternal,  had  supplied  the  unknown  loss, 
and  was  spared  to  witness  the  marriage  of  her  adopted  child.^ 
The  union  was  productive  of  more  than  ordinary  felicity,  based 
as  it  was  on  a  friendship  of  a  twofold  and  undying  character. 
Miss  "VVallis  having  been  a  convert  to  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Fran- 
cis.^ As  more  extended  allusion  will  be  made  to  my  venerated 
grandmother,  it  is  needful  now  merely  to  add,  that  she  survived 
her  husband  seventeen  years,  but  of  ten  children  three  only 
were  living  at  the  time  of  their  father's  decease. 

To  revert  to  Shortwood — an  encouraging  change  soon  became 
perceptible,  the  word  preached  was  greatly  blessed,  and  in  1760 
the  enlargement  of  the  Meeting  House  decided  on.  In  part  to 
defray  an  expense  which  the  poverty  of  the  people  could  not 
meet,  application  was  made  to  wealthier  Christians  in  London. 
It  was  the  pastor's  first  visit  to  the  metropolis,  where  though 

^  Tbe  following  inscription  is  copied  from  the  tomb  in  Bagpatli  Churcli-yard ; 
"Thomas  Holbiow,  buried  February  5,  1744,  aged  fifty-eight.  Mrs.  Hester 
his  wife,  buried  January  14,  1770,  aged  seventy-fuur."  My  grandpai-enta  were 
married  by  licence  at  this  cbui-ch. 

2  She  had  a  friend  also  in  her  uncle,  John  Holbrow,  Esq.,  who  in  1770  was  in 
leading  practice  as  a  surgeon  in  the  neighbouring  town  of  Wuotlon-under-edge. 

s  iliss  W.  had  been  a  regular  attendant  at  Shortwood,  though  six  miles  dis- 
tant, riding  thither  on  a  pillion  with  her  man-servant. 
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previously  unknown,  his  mission  was  a  general  introduction  to 
both  ministers  and  laymen  of  bis  own  denomination,  nor  to  that 
exclusively ;  and  originated  friendships  and  intercourse  preserved 
through  after  life.  Such  was  the  respect  which  his  character 
and  talents  inspired,  that  he  received  an  invitation  to  the  pas- 
torate of  one  of  the  old.j'ac  and  most  influential  Baptist  churches 
— I  refer  to  Devonshire  Square.  He  had  now  emerged  from 
the  obscurity  of  the  station  which  he  felc  he  could  not  conscien- 
tiously relinquish,  his  calls  from  home  rapidly  increased,  and 
with  them  his  popularity,  but*his  humility  remained  uninjured, 
and  widely  extended  opportunities  of  usefulness  inspired  him 
only  with  a  deepened  sense  of  responsibility.  An  incident 
which  strikingly  discovered  the  motives  by  which  he  continued 
to  be  actuated,  must  have  mention  here.  On  the  death  of  Dr. 
GiU  in  1771  an  unanimous  invitation  was  given  to  Mr.  Francis 
by  the  deacons  and  church  in  Carter  Lane,  London,  the  former 
disclosing  to  him  the  fact  that  eighteen  months  previously  their 
late  pastor,  then  under  the  pressure  of  increasing  infirmities,  had 
intimated  to  them  that  if  Mr.  F.  could  be  induced  to  accept  his 
charge  he  would  retire,  but  that  he  should  be  reluctant  to  re- 
linquish it  to  any  other  minister.  This  application  occasioned 
my  grandfather  much  anxious  thought  and  perplexity.  Before 
him  was  a  metropoKtan  pulpit  which  had  long  been  occupied  by 
one  of  the  most  learned  and  distinguished  theologians  of  that 
age,  the  position  would  have  given  him  great  influence  in  his 
denomination,  "  many  very  respectable  ministers  urged  his  com- 
pliance," and  certainly  not  a  trifling  consideration  to  him, 
with  "  an  increasing  family  and  straitened  circumstances,"  was 
the  fact  that  his  income  would  have  been  tripled.  The  church 
at  Shortwood  was  aware  of  this,  and  with  grief  regarded  the 
removal  of  their  pastor  as  certain  ;  but  his  decision  shall  be  re- 
corded in  his  own  words,  as  preserved  in  a  letter  to  a  friend, 
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" such  is  my  concern  for  my  poor  affectionate  people  at 

Horsley,  such,  is  the  success  which  seems  to  have  attended  my 
labours  in  these  parts,  and  such  the  call  there  is  for  my  con- 
tinuance here,  that  I  am  not  satisfied  it  is  my  duty  to  remove 
and  change  my  present  difficulties  for  future  affluence  and  ease. 
My  people  will  advance  my  salary  a  few  pounds  if  I  stay,  but  I 
have  discountenanced  them  from  doing  this  hitherto  ;  and  they 
can  make  but  a  dull  sound  in  harping  upon  this  string  while 
their  own  circumstances  are  so  extremely  indigent."  That  these 
and  similar  efforts  should  have  .been  made  to  induce  him  to 
remove  from  his  obscure  pastorate  can  occasion  no  surprise,  but 
his  steadfastly  resisting  such  allurements  was  an  exhibition  of 
lofty  principle  and  holy  consecration  to  his  Master's  service 
which  must  awaken  feelings  of  mingled  admiration  and  reverence 
in  the  contemplation  of  his  character.  We  are  here  reminded 
that  the  strains  in  which  he  sang  were  not  mere  poetic  concep- 
tion, they  were  the  song  of  a  spirit  which  soared  in  higher 
regions,  familiarized  to  looking  down  on  sublunary  things  from 
an  elevation  rarely  attained. 

Ye  palaces,  sceptres  and  crowns, 

Your  pride  with  disdain  I  survey  ; 

Your  pomps  are  but  shadows  and  sounds 

And  pass  in  a  moment  away  : 

Tile  cro\vn  that  my  Saviour  bestows 

Yon  permanent  sun  sliall  outshine^ 

My  joy  everlastingly  flows. 

My  God,  my  Redeemer,  is  mine. 

H.  253  :  V.  6,  Rippon's  .Sel. 

During  the  year  last  mentioned  and  the  two  succeeding  it, 
Mr.  "Francis  added  fifty-four  members  to  his  church,  while  the 
congregation  had  so  increased  that  in  1774  the  further  enlarge- 
ment of  the  Meeting-house  was  required.     This  was  effected  at 
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an  outlay  of  .£500,  and  the  debt  soon  discharged. ^  At  this 
time  his  audience  was  gathered  from  more  than  fifteen  adjacent 
parishes,  and  "  any  friend  of  evangelical  religion  must  have 
enjoyed  the  sight  of  the  several  companies  descending  the  sur- 
rounding hills  on  the  Lord's  day,  to  assemble  at  Shortwood, 
■where  on  the  rising  ground  above  the  Meeting-house  one  group 
after  another  would  appear  emerging  from  the  woods ;  some  ol 
them  coming  from  ten  miles'  distance  and  upwards ;  nor  was 
it  uncommon  for  persons  to  unite  in  worship  under  that  roof 
whose  dwellings  were  thirty  miles  apart."  But  the  influence  of 
Mr.  P.'s  stated  labours  extended  over  a  much  wider  sphere.^ 
Hitherto  he  had  introduced  the  gospel  to  benighted  towns  and 
villages  in  the  district  around,  he  now  decided  on  taking  a 
monthly  journey  into  the  least  enlightened  parts  of  Gloucester- 
shire, Worcestershire,  and  Wiltshire.  His  method  was  to  leave 
home  on  horseback  on  Monday  morning  and  return  late  on  the 
following  Friday,  having  preached  every  evening,  if  not  oftener, 
and  taken  a  range  of  about  ninety  miles  :  this  course  he  regu- 
larly pursued  for  twelve  years,  and  when  by  augmented  duties 
compelled  to  relinquish  it,  he  continued  to  the  close  of  life  his 
monthly  lecture  at  several  places  from  five  to  fifteen  miles  dis- 
tant. So  beloved  and  admired  was  he  in  S.  Wales  that  between 
the  years  1760  and  1793,  he  preached  at  fifteen  of  the  Annual 
Associations   of  the   churches,^   the   record  of   which   is    pre- 

^  It  was  for  the  re-opening  service  on  September  18,  he  composed  the  beauti- 
ful hymn  commencins  "  In  sweet  esnlted  strains'' 

'^  From  Reminiscences  of  tlie  Kev.  B.  Francis  in  the  Baptist  Magazine,  vol. 
s.  p.  123,  I  quote  the  following  statement  of  the  number  of  sermons  he  preached 
at  a  few  leading  places.  At  Broadmead,  Bristol,  101.  Cheltenham,  130.  Tewkes- 
bury, 136.  Bradford,  90.  At  Devizes,  Melksham.  Fiome  and  Trowbridge,  56 
each.  Portsmouth  and  Plymouth,  '22.  Of  services  in  the  metropolis  no  list  ap- 
pears to  have  been  kept. 

^  Those  who  are  unfamiliar  with  such  meetings  can  but  imperfectly  conceive 
the  interest  with  which  they  are  regarded.  In  the  summer  of  1827  the  writer 
had  the  pleasure  of  attending  one  of  these  great  gatherings  near  the  town  of 
Carnarvon,  and  at  the  base  of  Saowdon.     The  impression  produced  will  be  re- 

16—2 
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served,'  and  one  hundred  and  thirty  sermons  on  less  prominent 
occasions.  In  1791,  at  the  solicitation  of  a  society  directing  its 
evangelizing  effort  to  Ireland,  he  visited  Dublin,  and  in  that 
city  and  its  vicinity  delivered  thirty  discourses.^ 

AUusion  to  tliose  itinerating  labours  must  not  be  dismissed 
without  an  inference  or  two,  serving  to  ULustrate  the  character 
of  the  individual.  Be  it  remembered  they  were  self-imposeil, 
and  that  unlike  the  Wesleyan  Minister  of  a  Circuit,  he  possessed 
no  authority,  his  reception  was  purely  optional,  and  his  halting- 
places  were  the  dwellings  of  Christian  brethren.  Surely  he 
must  have  been  a  lovely  man  who  was  ever  welcome  as  a  guest, 
and  whose  intercourse  produced  no  satiety — that  preaching  must 
have  been  pregnant  with  vitality  and  power,  which  failed  not 
to  interest  and  edify— that  twelve  years'  terms  of  monthly  visita- 
tion speaks  loudly  of  earnestness  and  tenacity  of  purpose,  and 
recollecting  that  from  apostolic  times  to  the  present.  Christian  so- 
cieties have  not  been  exempt  from  seasons  of  difficulty  and  strife, 
his  wisdom  and  discretion  must  have  been  great  who  while  ad- 
m.inistering  faithful  counsel,  retained  the  esteem  and  veneration 


t.-iined  till  life's  last  days.  The  place  of  aasembliog  was  a  field  on  elevated 
ground,  commanding  a  magnificent  prospect;  behind  us  were  the  evei-liisting 
hills,  the  "  seeming  bairiei-s  of  a  world,"  iu  front  the  Irish  Sea,  the  llenai  Strait, 
Carnarvon  with  its  frowning  towels,  and  classic  Anglesea  biilhcd  in  sunshine. 
A  spacious  platform  covered  with  sails,  was  occupied  by  the  ministers  ;  tlie 
audience  eitiier  standing,  or  seating  themselves,  with  few  exceptions,  on  the 
grass.  Though  unacquainted  with  the  language  it  was  intensely  interesting  to 
observe  the  emotions  produced  by  the  successive  speakers.  I  was  assured  that 
the  homes  of  many  present  were  thirty  miles  distant,  and  that  they  had 
travelled  thither  on  foot  over  the  mountains. 

1  These  meetings  were  held  on  the  second  Wednesday  and  Thursday  in  June  : 
beneath  ai-e  the  years  referred  to,  and  the  texts  from  which  Mr.  F.  preached. 

176X  Tit.  ii.  14.  1774.   1  Cor.  xv.  58.  1781.   Matt.  xxv.  21. 

1762.  1  Pet.  ii.  2.  1776.   Ph.  i.  27.  1782.   Zach.  siv.  3. 

176.5.  Mic.  ii.  7.  1777.   1  Cor.  ii.  2.  17S9.  Rom.  vi.  15. 

17Bi).   Rev.  ill.  19.  1778.   Luke  s.  2.  1790.   Ph.  iii.  16. 

1771.  Ps.  cxxvi.  6.         1780.  1  Th.  li.  13.  1793.  Deut.  iii.  25. 

=  Kereivnee  to  himself  and  these  services  occurs  iu  the  Life  and  Times  nf  tli<: 
C.mntess  of  Runtingdon.    vol.  ii.  p.  2108. 
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he  had  won.  Shall  one  glance  be  cast  towards  personal  sacri- 
fices, so  cheerfuUy  borne  f  then  hear  the  biographer  of  a  dis- 
tinguished minister  of  that  very  locaUty.^  "  It  may  be  well  to 
remind  our  readers  that  the  roads  in  those  days  were  not  the 
best ;  few  of  them  were  passable  without  very  great  care.  "We 
know  from  personal  observation,  that  many  of  them  were  the 
ditches  of  the  present  time,  so  that  it  required  some  zeal  in  our 
ancestors  to  undertake  these  sabbath  pilgrimages,"  and  evange- 
listic jouineyings. 

As  it  has  been  seen  that  Mr.  Francis's  engagements  often  took 
him  from  his  people,  it  is  a  pleasing  duty  to  show  that  he  made 
even  his  absence  conduce  to  their  welfare.  "  The  popularity  of 
Mr.  F.  and  the  high  estimation  in  which  he  was  held,-  while  it 
exposed  the  church  to  the  frequent  hazard  of  losing  his  labours 
in  consequence  of  the  inducements  which  were  held  forth  for 
his  removal  to  the  metropolis  and  other  places,  were  highly 
beneficial  to  the  poor  of  his  charge.  He  became  the  secret 
almoner  of  many  a  rich  and  pious  follower  of  the  Redeemer  ; 
and  however  scantily  his  own  purse  might  be  suppUed,  that 
which  he  carried  in  trust  for  others  was  seldom  if  ever  empty. 
The  fact  was,  that  while  everything  exhibited  his  unwearied 
solicitude  for  the  welfare  of  his  iiock  when  at  home,  he  never 
lost  sight  of  them  or  forgot  to  plead  their  cause  while  abroad. 
He  was  always  the  pastor  of  his  church,  wherever  he  was,  or 
however  he  was  engaged  :  his  poor  people,  their  excellences, 
their  privations,  sufferings,  and  wants  were  always  prominent 
when  aught  could  be  obtained  for  them ;  and  the  manner  in 
which  this  bounty  was  distributed  undoubtedly  gave  him  an 

1  Life  of  the  Jlev.  Benjamin  Parsons.  8vn.  1856,  p   12. 

2  On  Septembei-  5,  1793,  the  College  at  Khiirte  Island,  Connecticut,  conferred 
on  liim  the  honornry  degree  of  M.A.  :  and  .at  tbe  same  time  Ibat  of  D.D.  on 
tUe  Rev.  Jokn  llippun  of  London,  and  tbe  Rev.  Jubn  Ryland,  jun.,  of  Nortli- 
ampton. 
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influence,  powerful  indeed,  but  invariably  exerted  for  the  benefit 
of  the  church."! 

A  life  as  laborious  as  had  been  that  of  my  grandfather  was  not 
likely  to  be  protracted  to  a  great  age.  He  had  for  some  time 
felt  that  his  bodily  strength  was  failing,  but  after  preaching 
thrice  on  Lord's  day,  September  22,  1799,  symptoms  occurred 
which  proved  to  be  the  commencement  of  his  final  illness.  The 
following  sabbath  he  administered  the  Lord's  Supper  to  his 
church,  the  closing  service  of  his  farty-three  years'  pastorate  ! 
All  that  medical  skill  could  efiect  was  unavaUing,  and  at  the 
beginning  of  December  it  became  too  evident  that  his  end  was 
approaching.2  Just  previously  to  this  he  composed  an  elegy  on 
the  Eev.  Samuel  Pearce,  which  was  published.  They  had  loved 
as  bretliren  and  were  not  divided  in  death.^  This  volume  would 
be  enriched  could  I  transfer  to  its  pages  all  that  the  Memoir 
records  of  the  last  days  of  my  venerated  ancestor,  but  as  mine  is 
the  history  of  a  family  in  its  wide-spread  ramifications  and  not 
of  an  individual,  a  few  extracts  must  suffice. 

"  His  affliction  at  times  was  remarkably  painfLd,  yet  seldom 
did  a  sigh  escape  his  bosom.  To  one  who  had  expressed  deep 
sympathy  he  replied,  '  Oh,  it  is  all  well — what  have  thousands  of 
dear  ministers  gone  through  for  their  adored  Lord  1 — in  prisons 
have  they  starved — they  have  perished  in  woods  and  caves  of 
the  earth — they  have  poui-ed  forth  their  blood  to  the  fierce  execu- 
tioner, or  they  have  gradually  wasted  to  ashes  in  the  midst  of  a 

'  Sistnri/  of  the  Cliurck  at  Slwrtwood,  p.  37. 

^  Dr.  Jenuer,  by  wbom  he  waa  muck  esteemed,  prescribed  for  him  ;  declining 
to  accept  a  fee.  A  letter  of  hia,  entering  fully  into  bis  patient'3  case,  is  in  my 
possession. 

3  Of  "  the  seraphic  Pearce,"  the  £ev.  William  Jay  writes,  "  It  may  aeem  say- 
ing much,  but  I  speak  the  words  of  truth  and  soberness  ;  when  I  have  endea- 
voured to  form  an  image  of  our  Lord  as  a  preacher,  Pearce  has  oftener  presented 
himself  to  my  mind  than  any  other  I  have  been  acquainted  with." — Life  of  Jay, 
p,  373.  Mr.  Pearce  having  been  converted  under  the  ministry  of  the  Kev. 
Is:iiah  Birt,  who  received  his  Brst  religious  impressions  from  the  ministry  of  Mr. 
Fnincis,  my  ancestor  was  accustomed  to  call  Mr.  P.  "  his  grandson." 
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column  of  fire  !  And  yet  I — poor  wortliless  I — lie  kere  in  com- 
parative ease  and  enjoyment.' — '  All  the  perfections  of  God,  all 
the  work  of  Christ,  all  the  agency  of  the  Spirit,  all  the  doc- 
trines and  promises  of  the  Gospel,  form  the  foundation  of  my 
hope.  Here  I  can  rest  in  peace  and  in  joy.'  Conscious  that 
life  was  fast  sinking  he  desired  a  final  interview  with  the  officers 
of  his  church  ;  for  a  time  the  emotions  of  those  present  were  told 
by  sUence  and  tears,  but  recovering  himself  he  addressed  them 
in  words  of  counsel  and  earnest  entreaty  as  he  alluded  to  the 
interests  of  Zion.  With  the  utmost  fervour  he  recommended 
them  to  cultivate  the  Christian  temper  ;  and  as  all  his  views  of 
practical  religion  were  connected  with  the  doctrine  of  the  Cross 
he  burst  forth  in  a  strain  of  evangelical  exhortation,  '  Oh !  cling  to 
the  Cross — to  the  Cross — to  the  Cross — here  learn  all  you  want 
to  know — hence  derive  all  you  wish  to  possess — and  by  this 
accomplish  all  you  can  desire  to  attain  !'  On  December  1'2,  sup- 
posing that  the  hour  of  his  departure  had  arrived,  his  family  had 
gathered  around  him,  wheu  stretching  forth  his  hand  he  said, 
'  Come,  as  we  must  part,  we  had  better  take  now  our  mutual 
farewell,  and  then  you  shall  withdraw,  that  I  may  languish 
softly  into  life.'  He  lingered  to  the  evening  of  Saturday  the 
1-ith  inst.,  when  about  eight  o'clock  he  sweetly  fell  asleep  in 
Jesus ;  having  to  the  last  retained  that  affectionate  endearing 
smile,  that  radiant  kindliness,  which  through  life  was  the 
beauty  of  his  countenance.  His  remains  were  interred  the  fol- 
lowing Friday  in  the  grave-yard  belonging  to  the  Meeting-house, 
the  great  concourse  assembled  being  addressed  by  Dr.  Eyland, 
who  on  Lord's  day  afternoon  (22nd  inst.)  delivered  the  funeral 
sermon  which  is  prefixed  to  the  ^Jlemoir."' 

In  contemplating  the  character  of  the  deceased,  the  remarks 

'  A  neat  Tomb,  with  four  panels  for  inscriptijns,  bears  the  cpit.iph,  fur  which 
sec  roilowing  page. 
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applied  to  'Ms.  Pearce  by  his  biograplier  have  been  regarded  as 
peculiarly  applicable  to  Mr.  Francis.  "  With  hiin  the  governing 
piinciplc  beyond  all  doubt  was  Iioly  love.  It  was  this  that 
gave  the  tone  to  his  general  deportment ;  as  a  neighbour,  a 
Christian,  a  minister,  a  pastor,  a  friend,  a  husband,  a  father,  he 
was  manifestly  governed  by  this  principle  ;  and  this  it  was  pro- 
duced in  him  that  lovely  uniformity  of  character  which  con- 
stitutes the  true  beauty  of  holiness.  He  seemed  to  have  learnt 
that  heavenly  art,  so  conspicuous  among  the  primitive  Chris- 
tians, of  converting  everything  he  met  with  into  materials  for 
love,  and  joy,  and  praise."^ 

It  was  an  affecting  circumstance  that  at  the  time  of  his  de- 

EPITAPH. 

Siicied  to  the  memory  of 

Ihiit  emiuent  servaut  of  Cliriat 

i;ev.   benjamo   feancis,   m.a., 

■nho  with  unblemished  reputaliou 

was  the  Pastor  of  thia  Church  for  forty-three  years. 

The  sweetness  of  his  disposition,  the  purity  and  fervour  of  his  graees, 

the  piety,  energy,  and  success  of  his  li.boiirs 

have  greatly  embittered  his  decease 

to  his  family  and  the  church  of  Christ. 

While  thia  branch  of  Zion, 

nourished  to  its  present  prosperity  by  his  zealous  efforts, 

feels  most  tenderly  the  loss  of  30  beloved  a  miiiister. 

With  holy  peace  and  joy 

he  resigned  his  spirit  to  his  dear  Redeemer 

December   14,    1799.      Aged    sixly-Gve  years. 

>  Fullers  Life  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Pearce,  8vo.  1800.  It  is  now  published 
by  the  Kellgious  Tract  Society.  To  it  is  appended  the  Elegy  composed  by  my 
giandfalher.  That  by  him  on  Dr.  Gill  is  also  attached  to  the  memoir  of  the 
lultcr  by  Dr.  Eippon.     Edition,  London,  1838 
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cease  the  place  of  ■worship  was  uiidergoLug  a  tliird  erdargeiuent, 
aud  its  re-opening  he  was  anticipating  with  lively  interest. 
"  That  his  labours  had  been  eminently  successful  will  appear 
evident  when  we  consider  that  from  1758  when  he  was  ordained, 
to  1799  when  he  died,  there  was  only  one  year  in  which  the 
church  did  not  experience  a  considerable  addition,  and  that  the 
number  of  members  united  to  it  while  under  his  care,  was  four 


SHORTWOOD   MEETIVQ-HOUSE 


hundred  aud  thirty-two,  only  thirteen  of  whom  were  received 
from  other  churches.  Nor  was  the  importance  of  Mr.  Francis 
to  Shortwood  conhned  to  his  exertions  at  home  ;  his  labours  in 
other  places  were  so  abundant,  hia  usefulness  so  great,  his  talents 
so  admired,  and  his  character  so  revered,  that  he  shed  a  lustre 
over  the  society  to  which  he  belonged,   and  created  a  general 
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interest  throughout  the  denomination  on  behalf  of  a  church 
which,  from  the  peculiarity  of  its  local  cLrcumstances,  would 
under  another  minister  have  been  comparatively  unknown."'^ 

The  editor  of  a  respectable  religious  periodical,  recently,  and 
not  inaptly,  termed  my  grandfather  "  the  poet  of  his  denomina- 
tion "  at  that  period ;  his  effusions  were  numerous.  The  most 
extended  was,  "The  Socinian  Champion,  or  Priestleyan  Divi- 
nity; a  Poem  by  Phdo  Christos  :"  (8vo.  pp.  98  ;  1788).  !N"es.t 
as  to  length  was,  "  The  Conflagration,  a  Poem  on  the  Last  Day, 
in  four  parts:"  (8vo.  pp.  47,  1770).-  The  foUowiug  extract  is 
too  restricted  to  convey  little  more  than  the  measure  in  which  it 
was  written. 

Doth  man  possess  a  vast  and  soaring  mind, 

As  wide  as  space,  by  matter  unconfin'd, 

Alone  to  animate  a  clod  of  clay, 

And  only  £or  a  short  tempestuous  day  ? 

To  rove  ignoble,  useless  and  obscure, 

Like  lawless  brutes  and  greater  pains  endui-e  ^ 

Doth  reason  beam  in  Afric's  sable  sons. 

Alone  to  crouch  around  despotic  thrones — 

Or,  captive  led,  beneath  hard  labour  groan — 

Or  bask  inglorious  in  the  torrid  zone  ? 

Do  Indian  tribes  possess  a  noble  soul. 

But,  liou-like,  wild  deserts  to  control  ? 

Is  understanding  exquisitely  bright. 

Kindled  to  yield  so  dim,  so  short  a  light, 

And  to  be  quench'd  in  everlasting  night  ? 

Shall  narrow  time,  and  mouldering  dust  confine 

Unbovmded  thought,  and  powers  almost  divine  ? 

Hath  heaven  created  rationals  in  vain, 

Or,  soon  to  sleep  ne'er  to  awake  again  ? 

Shall  these  aurelias  ne'er  to  motion  spring — 

Kange  through  wide  realms  on  thought's  unwearied  wing — 

1  Histori/  of  the  Church,  p.  37. 

2  Before  Air.  F.  printed  tliia  poem,  his  generous  friend  William  Tomkins, 
Esq.  of  Abiagdon,  had  mado  himself  responsible  for  the  sale  of  a  thousand 
copies  ;  he  bemg  resolved  that  "  the  Conflagration  should  spread." 
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And  radiant  reason's  glowing  plumes  display, 
In  the  bright  sunshine  of  eternal  day  ? 

]\Ii\  Francis  published  several  elegies,  some  of  which  passed 
through  several  editions  -^  but  his  muse  took  her  loftiest  flight 
when  she  sang  in  the  tongue  of  his  Fatherland.  By  highly 
gifted  individuals  I  have  heard  his  Welsh  poetry  alluded  to  in 
glo-v^ing  terms.  ^  His  hymns  in  that  language,  numbering  nearly 
two  hundred,  were  published  in  177-i  and  1786,  and  after  the 
lapse  of  three  quarters  of  a  century,  it  is  gratifying  to  observe 
that  fifty-seven  are  inserted  in  the  volume  lately  compiled  for 
the  service  of  the  Eaptist  Churches  in  the  PrincipaUty.  I  have 
not  found  more  than  five  hymns  by  him  in  English,  though  few, 
"  they  are  some  of  the  choicest  of  those  in  which  Christian 
truths  are  beautifully  embodied,  and  Christian  feeling  most  ap- 
propriately expressed  ;"^  as  these  are  not  Likely  to  be  seen  by 
some  of  my  readers,  I  insert  the  shortest  that  they  may  form 
their  own  estimate  of  his  powers.* 

'  I  have  seen  the  sixth  edition  of  his  Elegy  on  George  WhitSeld ;  that  cele- 
brated man  the  Rev.  Eobert  Eobinson,  in  a  letter  dated  December  6,  1775,  thus 
alludes  to  it  :      "  I  have  a  peculiai-  interest  in  llr.  Whitfield.     His  preaching 
first  impressed  mv  mind  with  seriousness:  yes  !  I  remember  the  day 
'  His  pulpit  earth — his  canopy  the  skies — 
At  Uis  approach,  black  error  skulk'd  away 
.\nd  sacred  truth  shone  like  the  op'ning  day.'     (Elegy.) 
The  Elegy  recalls  to  my  mind  a  thousand  pleasing  scenes.     I  see  the  English 
Apostle — I  hear  his  melodious  voice,  dropping  hko  honey  and  the  honey-comb — 
I  catch  the  glow — and  all  my  original  enthusiasm  returns  in  reading  your  poem, 
or,  to  speak  more  properly,  in  casting  an  eye  on  your  picture  of  llr.  Whitfield. 
— I  should  rejoice  to  see  you  at  Cambridge." 

'  A  correspondent  in  Wales  writes  me,  "  A  friend  of  mine  once  called  on 
Edward  Williams  (lolo  Morganwg,  B.B.D.),  when  he  was  perusing  Mr.  Francis's 
bvmns,  and  aware  of  the  religious  sentiments  of  the  former,  expressed  surprise. 
'  1  read  them,'  he  replied,  '  because  they  are  jmrely  bardic'  "  The  "  fiecollec- 
tions  and  Anecdotes  "  of  this  remarkable  man  combine  the  interest  of  fiction 
with  the  realities  of  life. 

^  Eev.  T.  F.  Newman.     See  Baptist  Magazine,  vol.  ilix.  p.  547. 

■>  The  hymns  are  Nos.  lu,  253,  338,  42-1,  432,  in  Eippon's  Selection,  to  which 
is  added  in  the  "  Improved,"  as  also  in  the  ■'  Comprehensive  "  editions,  No,  553, 
Part  II.  the  ode,  "The  dying  Christian  bidding  adieu  to  the  World."  In  the 
"New  Selection"  thi-ee  only  are  inserted,  Nos.  136,  308,  4t)7,  the  first  being 
nbriilgoil.     By  their  rejection  from  the  hymn  book  recently  compiled  they  have 
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THE  MAJESTY  OF  GOD. 

Glory  to  th'  eternal  King 

Clad  in  majesty  supreme, 
Let  all  heaven  his  praises  sing, 

Let  all  worlds  his  power  proclaim. 

Through  eternity  he  reigns 

In  unbounded  realms  of  light  ; 
He  the  universe  sustains, 

As  an  atom  in  his  sight. 

Suns  on  suns  through  boundless  space 
With  their  systems  move  or  stand  ; 

Or,  to  occupy  their  place, 
New  orbs  rise  at  his  command. 

Kingdoms  flourish,  empires  fall, 

Nations  live  and  nations  die, 
All  forms  nothing,  nothing  all — 

At  the  movement  of  his  eye. 

Oh,  let  my  transported  soul 

Ever  on  his  glories  gaze, 
Ever  yield  to  his  control. 

Ever  sound  his  lofty  praise  ! 

H.  10,  Dr.  Rippou's  Sel. 

If  the  ardour  of  ilr.  Francis's  friendahip  led  him  to  pour  a 
lament  over  departed  worth  so  often  as  to  render  him  an  elegiac 
poet,  he  frequently  appeared  in.  an  opposite  character.  Hahi- 
tually  cheerful,  he  would  occasionally  in  playful  mood  address 
his  intimate  correspondents  in  rhyme.  Many  a  piece  of  spark- 
ing pleasantry  might  be  exhibited.  The  following  lines  con- 
clude a  letter  to  his  friend  Jlr.  B.  B.  Beddome  of  London,  dated 
February  19,  1796. 


osi/upcd  Ibe  litcnii-y  tinkering  practised  on  the  hymns  of  Wntts  ami  others.  In 
the  •'  Hand  Book  of  English  Literature,"  by  Dr.  Angus,  the  name  of  Mr.  Francis 
is  introduced  among  the  Hymn  "Writers  of  the  eighteenth  century. 
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You  angry  !     No,  no,  your  resentment  I  deem 
The  sparks  that  arise  from  your  ardent  esteem, 
WTiioh  die  in  a  trice,  though  they  bounce  as  they  fly, 
While  Friendship  burns  constant  and  never  can  die. 
'Tis  I,  at  myself  should  be  angry — not  you — 
For  losing  the  pleasure  I  once  had  in  view 
Of  spending  more  time  with  my  friend  while  in  town. 
Which  duty  prevented — and  therefore  don't  frown. 
Come,  visit  ray  cot,  and  we'll  make  up  the  breach, 
Forgiveness  you  practise,  forgiveness  I  preach  ; 
The  company,  bustle,  and  noise  of  the  town, 
The  free  conversation  of  intimates  drown  ; 
Calm  Horsley,  not  London,  affords  a  retreat 
Where  we  our  sweet  interviews  best  may  repeat. 
With  love  to  your  whole  self — my  service  to  you, 
I  close  my  epistle  and  bid  you — Adieu. 

The  lines  wliieli  follow  were  addressed  to  a  friend,  and  are 
supposed  to  have  reference  to  some  individual  of  penurious 
liabits  mutually  known  : 

Vaie  you  be  poor  ?  wear  garments  coarse  and  bare  ? 

Dwell  in  a  cot,  and  like  a  hermit  fare  ? 

Drink  Adam's  beverage,  and  repose  your  bones 

By  night  like  Jacob,  on  a  bed  of  stones  ? 

Contented  sit  by  two  small  smoking  brands? 

When  winter  frost  benumbs  your  feet  and  hands  ? 

Eat  off  a  trencher  on  no  linen  cloth, 

And  with  a  wooden  spoon  sip  up  your  broth  ? 

JIake  an  old  joint  stool  for  a  table  do, 

A  chest  your  writing-desk,  and  book-case  too  ? 

If  so,  come  on,  my  friend,  reside  with  me, 

And  live  with  K from  all  encumbrance  free. 

We'll  pity  kings,  despise  their  tottering  throne, 
And  boast  a  bliss  to  emperors  unknown  !' 

'  Gcnijil  as  Spring-time,  tlie  kindliness  of  my  ancestor  extended  to  all  around  ; 
even  Ills  horse  and  dog  felt  tiais — the  latter,  by  the  bye,  one  of  the  most  affec- 
tionate and  auK'ic'ous  of  the  canine  race.  Tradition  tells  he  was  as  conscious  of 
the  return  of  Sunday  as  were  tlie  famiij,  and  cont'ormed  his  habits  to  the  pre- 
vailing quietude.  Disliking,  however,  its  solitude,  he  practised  many  a  clever 
dodge  to  accompany  them  to  meeting  ;  and  once  so  fur  outwitted  his  master  as 


•254    APPENDIX  F.  FRANCIS  FAMILY. 


That  the  muse  should  venture  to  approach  where  gout  had 
intruded,  seems  passiag  strange ;  yet  at  Ticmore-end  this  has 
often  transpired.  I  give  my  grandfather's  recipe  for  the  tortur- 
ing malady. 

Soft  wool  and  flannel  and  a  tender  wife, 
And  placid  patience,  the  chief  balm  of  Ufe, 
Sweet  peace  within  and  quietness  without, 
Are  the  best  med'cine  for  the  raging  gout. 

Two  epitaphs  shall  close  these  gleanings  ;  one  from  the  tomb- 
stone of  Dr.  Pegler  in  Horsley  church-yard,  August  3,  1773. 

If  skill  superior  in  the  healing  art, 

If  all  the  virtues  of  a  noble  heart, 

If  every  charm  that  human  nature  wears, 

If  Friendship's  sighs  and  Indigence's  tears 

Could  save  from  death  the  man  of  gi'owing  fame, 

PEGLER  had  Uv'd — immortal  as  his  name. 

Epitaph  on  Miss  Lucina  Lloyd  of  Uley,  who  died  July  16, 
1783. 

' '  WTiile  sweetly  sleeps  the  fair,  the  virtuous  maid. 
Her  fragrant  charms  perfume  the  peaceful  shade, 
Soon  shall  she  wake  and  grace  a  heavenly  seat. 
Her  woes  forgotten,  and  her  joys  complete." 

At  his  decease  Mr.  Francis  had  completed  his  sixty-fifth  year. 
He  was  of  medium  stature— well  formed-^his  voice  clear,  har- 
monious, and  powerful — and  with  him  the  countenance  was  the 
index  of  the  heart,  legible  witlwut  miHake,  even  to  the  eye  of  a 
stranger.''      Three   different   magazines   have  produced  copper- 


to  make  his  way  into  the  pulpit.  The  result  proved  it  was  not  choosing  the 
lesser  evil  in  permitting  him  to  remain  there,  for  on  Mr.  F.  rising  to  commence 
the  service  he  stealthily  took  the  vacated  seat,  when  with  becoming  gravity 
hiiving  surveyed  the  congregation  and  satisfied  his  curiosity,  he  quietly  resumed 
a  less  prominent  position. 

^  He  was  gifted  with  that  hondineas  which  invariably  contributed  to  conve- 
nience ;  nor  was  he  devoid  of  mechanical  ingenuity.     An  attic  was  appropriated 
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plate  engravings  of  his  portrait,  but  the  most  truthful  is  that 
■which  appeared  in  the  Evangelical  Magazine,  September  1796, 
vol.  iv.^  In  closing  this  mere  obituary  of  one  whose  cliaracter 
I  have  approached  with  reverence,  I  unite  in  the  regret  expressed 
in  the  memoir  by  my  father,  that  of  a  life  so  replete  with  inci- 
dent, as  little  should  have  been  preserved,  the  result  (may  I  term 
it  V)  of  excessive  humility,  which  led  Mr.  F.  to  keep  no  record  of 
his  personal  history.^ 

The  remaining  years  of  the  life  of  Mrs.  FEANCIS  were 
passed  at  Ticmore-end.  There  in  seclusion  which  to  many  would 
have  been  depressing,  she  brightly  reflected  the  Christian  cha- 
racter. To  her,  old  age  came  not  in  its  wintry  aspect,  it  was  the 
lingering  of  autumn  with  its  ripened  fruits,  and  mellowed  tints, 
and  tempered  simlight.  Cheerful,  resigned  to  the  Divine  will, 
fuU  of  sympathy  and  affection,  and  generous  even  beyond  her 
means,  she  was  beloved  and  revered  by  all.  Her  solitary  hours 
seemed   never  to  pass  heavily  j  on  the   little   table  at  her  side 

to  his  tools,  wheels  &c.,  and  there  in  his  occasional  hours  of  relaxation  he  would 
busy  himself  in  the  hoped-for  discovery  of  a  "  Perpetual  Motion."  then  engaging 
attention,  much  as  the  Philosopher's  Stone  had  done  in  a  darker  period. 

1  About  the  year  1830  I  apphed  to  the  publishers  of  the  Magazine  for  the  old 
copper  plate.  The  offer  of  a  guinea  was  readily  met,  but  on  searching  they 
found  that  a  few  months  previously  (with  similar  plates  regarded  as  useless)  it 
had  been  consigned  to  the  coppersmith  to  be  paid  for  in  his  own  metal  ratlier 
than  in  gold.  Thus  foiled,  I  called  on  Dr.  Kippon,  hoping  to  purchase  that 
from  which  the  portrait  was  worked,  inserted  in  his  Register  for  Mav,  179-i. 
The  old  gentleman  retained  the  plate,  but  evidently  feared  to  attach  a  price  to 
it;  nor  was  a  second  application  more  successful.  The  latter  engra\ing  was 
taken  from  the  oil  painting  of  life  size  by  Chandler,  an  amateur  artist,  and  I 
believe  librarian  to  the  Marquis  of  Lansdowne.  It  fails  in  giving  that  amiable 
espression  of  countenance  which  would  have  been  more  like  tlie  original.  /I 
fourth  time  the  likeness  appeai-ed,  when  in  1860  the  Baptist  Mtsseiujer  pub- 
lished a  steel  engraving  in  which  the  portraits  of  seventy-five  of  the  "'  Fathers  of 
the  Denomination  "  were  cleverly  grouped;  Benjamin  Francis  being  assigned  a 
prominent  position. 

2  I  had  intended  to  incorporate  the  fact,  that  in  my  correspondence  with 
several  Welsh  ministers  they  each  allude  to  the  veneration  in  which  the  name 
of  Francis  is  still  held  in  that  country.  The  testimony  of  the  venerable  Timothy 
Thomas  confirms  that  of  the  others  in  fewer  words.  Writing  me  in  February 
1857  he  says,  "  The  memories  of  the  Francises  will  be  handed  down  in  the  Prin- 
cipality of  Wales,  to  ages  yet  unborn.' 
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would  be  seen  her  large  Bible,  with  Scott's  Commentary ;  and  if 
not  GurnaU's  "  Christian  in  Complete  Armour,"  it  had  for  a  time 
been  superseded  by  some  other  precious  boolc.  Scarcely  were  it 
possible  that  the  parent  or  grandparent  could  more  endear  them- 
selves in  these  relations  than  did  my  ancestor  to  her  children 
and  their  offspring.  To  visit  her  loved  abode  was  to  quaff  the 
full  draught  of  bliss  ;  neither  can  he  who  would  thus  feebly  do 
honour  to  her  memory  refrain  from  the  tribute  of  a  tear  as  he 
gratefully  remembers  the  unceasing  kindness  he  received  through- 
out his  boyhood.  With  Mrs.  F.  the  closing  scene  was  as  sud- 
den as  the  evening  of  her  days  had  been  serene.  On  Tuesday, 
June  24,  1817,  her  grand-daughter,  now  Mrs.  Thomas  Flint  of 
Maidstone,  had  arrived  on  a  visit ;  in  the  afternoon  of  the  day 
having  together  walked  round  the  lovely  garden,  Mrs.  Francis 
had  scarcely  resumed  her  seat,  when  my  sister  observed  her 
head  to  incHne  forward,  and  attributing  it  to  drowsiness  ad- 
dressed her  without  obtaining  a  reply — alarm  was  excited — 
medical  aid  immediately  obtained,  but  consciousness  had  in  that 
moment  for  ever  departed,  and  having  remained  in  this  state  till 
about  one  o'clock  the  following  morning,  she  gently  breathed  her 
last  m  the  seventy-fourth  year  of  her  age.i  The  remembrance  of 
sorrow  awakened  on  that  occasion  is  vividly  distmct  after  the 
lapse  of  nearly  forty  years.  Amidst  the  tears  and  regrets  of  her 
pious  kindred  and  friends,  her  remains  were  conveyed  to  the 
tomb  of  her  honoured  husband,  there  to  await  the  resurrection 
of  the  just.  In  early  life  Mrs.  F.  had  been  attractive;  latterly 
she  had  become  portly,  but  Time  had  not  inscribed  its  deep 
lines  on  her  countenance  ;  her  appearance  was  venerable,  and 
perhaps  additionally  so  from  her  adherence  to  the  dress  of  a 


'  Mj  UDcle,  who  wns  then  residing  with  his  motlior.  hail  left  home  for  Lonilon 
oa  MoDclny  ihe  23rd  inst.     A  twenty  hours'  journnv. 
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past  age.i     ilr.  Francis   had  issue  by  Lis  second  wife  five  sons 
and  five  daughters. 

!•  ItUOC  It,  bom  November  17,  1767.  The  cherished  hope 
of  his  resembling  his  excellent  grandfather  was  soon 
blasted  ;  it  was  perceived  that  he  possessed  not  the  sense 
of  hearing,  and  consequently  would  never  acquire  the 
faculty  of  speech.  This  affliction  served  but  to  draw  the 
affections  of  the  parents  more  strongly  towards  a  child 
who  stood  in  need  of  their  peculiar  attention,  and  He  who 
"tempers  the  wind  to  the  shorn  lamb,"  made  him  the 
object  of  His  special  care,  and  early  folded  him  in  His 
arms.  The  dear  boy  "not  only  discovered  a  singular 
sagacity  in  imbibing  knowledge  by  unusual  methods,  but 
for  a  considerable  time  before  his  death  gave  surprising 
evidence  of  a  deep  sense  of  religion,  taking  great  delight 
in  attending  Divine  worship,  both  in  public  and  in  the 
family."  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  was  removed  after  a 
short  illness,  during  which  he  strangely  signilied  his  ex- 
pectation of  approaching  death.    He  died  October  28,  1782. 

II.  $3cnjailUlT,  born  February  21,  1769.  "A  dear  and 
affectionate  son  and  tenderly  loved  of  his  parents  ;"  went 
to  America  where  he  had  pleasing  prospects  as  to  temporal 
circumstances,  and  was  about  being  married  to  an  amiable 
young  lady  when  he  was  cut  off  by  yellow-fever,  August 
17,  1795,  at  Petersburgh,  ^Norfolk,  Virginia ;  aged  twenty- 
seven  years.  In  an  exquisitely  written  letter  dated  Sep- 
tember 27,  1796,  from  the  bereaved  Miss  A.  >XAN'LO\^E, 
to  my  mother,  breathing  all  the  tenderness  and  fideLity  of 
woman's  love,  she  writes,  "  His  miniature  is  suspended 
from  my  neck,  and  lodged  in  my  bosom  next  my  hearts 
on  it,  he  himself  is  deeply  engraven." 

III.    jljCStCr,  born  March  11,  1771,  cUed  in  July  following. 

1  The  quilted,  white  satin  petticoat  in  which  she  was  married  is  now  treasured 
bv  my  elder  sister,  and  is  in  beautiful  preserration.  A  g'jod  miniature  portrait 
of  licr.  taken  when  about  in  her  sixtieth  yeai-,  is  in  the  possession  of  my  brother, 
Thomas  E.  Flint. 

17 
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IV.  (BlUubctll,  born  December  29,  1773.  Sbe  sank  be- 
neath a  liagering  consumption  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  having 
"  during  her  illness  been  sustained  by  strong  consolations." 
She  died  February  13,  1700. 

V.     ^itnOthT),  bom  September  7,  1775  :   died  the  19th  of 
that  month. 

VI.  Catherine  31)olbroto,  bom  Apni  28,  1777.    My 

lamented  mother. 

VII.  35eStCr,  bom  October  9,  1779.  A  memoir  of  this  re- 
markable child  by  her  father,  appeared  in  the  Baptist  Be- 
rjuter  for  1790,  page  158,  from  which  the  following  are 
extracts.  "From  infancy  she  discovered  a  sensibility  of 
mind  and  tenderness  of  conscience,  seldom  found  in  so 
young  a  child.  Her  understanding,  capacity,  and  memory 
were  such  as  to  excite  the  admiration  of  her  intimate  ac- 
quaintance. She  used  to  repeat  a  considerable  part  of  the 
sermons  she  heard,  and  appeared  to  have  entered  into  the 
meaning  and  spirit  of  what  she  related.  She  greatly  re- 
vered the  Sabbath,  and  could  endure  no  trifling  conversa- 
tion ou  that  holy  day.  For  some  time  before  she  was 
taken  ill,  she  eviuced  painfid  dread  of  the  Divine  displea- 
siire,  but  during  her  ilUiess,  which  was  of  several  months' 
continuance,  she  remained  remarkably  calm  and  happy  in 
her  mind.  VATien  carried  out  for  the  benefit  of  the  air, 
she  would  make  very  pertinent  remarks  on  the  various 
works  of  creation,  on  her  peculiar  advantages  and  mercies, 
and  on  her  great  obligations  to  Divine  Providence.  Love 
was  her  predominant  passion.  Her  soul  seemed  to  glow 
with  thankfulness  to  God,  and  gratitude  to  parents  and 
friends.  Her  spiritual  conversation,  her  pithy  and  pious 
expressions,  her  advice  to  near  relatives,  her  lamentations 
over  the  wicked  and  miserable,  and  her  remarks  on  the 
reasonableness  of  resignation  to  the  will  of  her  Heavenly 
Father,  were  truly  extraordinary.  About  a  fortnight 
before  her  death  she  said  to  her  mother,  her  eyes  sparkling 
with  bliss  and  tears  bedewing  her  cheeks,  '  My  soul  is 
as  full  of  joy  as  it  can  contain !  the  Lord  is  become  mv 
salvation  :  the  gates  of  heaven  are  opened  to  me,   ana 
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shall  soon  be  there.'  When  asked  what  it  was  that  thus 
sustained  her,  she  replied,  '  The  Gospel. '  Her  last  expres- 
sion to  her  fond  father  was,  '  I  love  you,  but  I  love  Christ 
more  ;'  and  thus  unshaken  in  faith,  hope,  and  patience, 
she  breathed  out  her  spirit  into  the  bosom  of  her  Redeemer, 
August  "25,  1790,  being  rather  less  than  eleven  years  of 
age."'  Mr.  Francis  adds,  "  Vanity  is  not  my  motive  in 
sending  this  account  of  my  child  to  the  Magazine,  but  a 
desire  that  it  may  be  useful  to  the  children  and  young 
people  into  whose  hands  it  may  fall.''  I  cannot  refrain 
from  appending  the  following  stanza,  to  the  memory  of 
this  fair  pattern  of  sanctified  hujnanity. 

"  Thou  wert  unfit  to  dwell  with  clay, 

For  sin  too  pure,  for  earth  too  bright  ! 

And  Death,  who  call'd  thee  hence  away. 

Placed  on  his  brow  a  gem  of  light  !" 

YIII.  iTiitlianicl  4i)unscombc,  bom  August  13,  1732: 

died  March  13,  1783. 

IX.  SOpriVit,  bom  February  24,  1734.  As  has  been  seen, 
she  was  the  only  sister  of  my  mother  whose  life  was  pro- 
longed to  maturity,  and  to  her  early  piety  allusion  has 
been  made  at  page  98.  On  Thursday  August  12,  1802, 
she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mr.  JOHN  HESKINS  of 
Nailsworth  ;  a  connection  extended  over  thirty-six  years 
of  unbroken  domestic  harmony.  Mr.  H.  was  bom  Novem- 
ber 24,  1778,  and  descended  from  ancestors  who  had  been 
principal  supporters  of  the  church  at  Shortwood  which  he 
joined  in  1798.  Trained  to  his  father's  business  as  a  cloth 
manufacturer  he  became  the  senior  partner  in  the  firm 
who  possessed  the  Nailsworth  Mills,  and  for  a  lengthened 
period  represented  the  house  in  the  'Western  counties, 
taking  his  journeys  thrice  in  the  year.'  "  In  1807  he  was 
chosen  a  Deacon  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  his  fellow- 
members,  and  in  1811  was  called  by  the  church  to  exercise 

1  A  pious  letter  dated  March  24,  1790,  addressed  by  her  to  my  mother,  then 
at  sehoul  at  Sudbury,  is  preserved. 

-  Then  a  schoorboy  at,  Nailsworth,  limping  -wilb  cliilhlnins,  \  feelingly  re- 
member  his  being  imprisoned  in  Plymouth  nearly  a  month,  by  the  unparalleled 
winter  of  1813-14. 
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his  gifts  in  the  ministry  of  the  Tvord."  His  pastor,  the 
Rev.  T.  F.  Newman,  in  an  admirable  memoir'  remarks, 
"  It  has  always  appeared  to  the  wi'iter  to  be  one  of  the 
clearest  proofs  of  his  eminence  in  piety,  that  the  distinc- 
tions to  which  he  thus  early  attained  were  never  permitted 
to  betray  him  into  the  assumption  of  importance,  or  the 
airs  of  conscious  superiority.  In  later  years  especially,  if 
he  had  been  a  weak  man,  or  a  man  of  inferior  piety,  his 
position  would  have  inevitably  called  out  his  weaknesses, 
and  disclosed  the  poverty  of  his  principles  ;  since  a  variety 
of  circumstances  combined  to  throw  into  his  hands  a 
larger  amount  of  influence  than  often  falls  to  the  lot  of 
one  man.  But  it  may  safely  be  affirmed,  that  in  propor- 
tion to  the  responsibilities  which  were  crowded  upon  him, 
his  personal  excellences  and  his  aptitude  for  the  duties  of 
his  station  became  the  more  apparent.  Prudence,  zeal,  tem- 
per, perseverance,  a  kind  regard  to  the  feelings  of  others, 
with  a  reailiness  to  exercise  the  spirit  of  self-denial — these 
were  among  his  prevailing  characteristics.  Though  often 
prominent  and  always  active,  there  was  no  display — no 
ilor/matixm.  It  is  not  known  that  by  a  severe  rema)'k,  or 
a  look  of  unkindness,  he  ever  wounded  the  mind  of  a  fel- 
low-member :  while  his  devotion  to  the  church,  and  his 
love  to  the  brethren,  combined  with  the  gentleness  of  his 
manner,  prepared  him  to  become  a  peacemaker,  and  a 
healer  of  the  wounded."  Having  for  some  years  pre- 
viously to  his  decease  been  released  from  the  cares  of 
secular  pursuits,  he  became  more  conspicuously  than  before 
the  servant  of  the  church,  then  numbering  six  hundred 
members.  "  But  though  Mr.  Heskins  lived  and  breathed 
in  an  element  of  piety,  it  must  not  be  thought  that  he  lost 
sight  of  his  temporal  duties  as  a  member  of  society,  or 
abandoned  his  rights  as  a  Briton  and  a  man."  He  was 
indeed    'the    Christian    Citizen,'   firmly   attached   to   the 

^  Tliis  higlilj  estpemed  and  gifted  rainister  bus  presided  over  Ibe  church  sirre 
13.32  :  liis  memoir  of  my  uncle  occupies  ten  clotely  printed  pnges  of  the  Saptitt 
Alafjnzine,  Vnl.  S3sii.     It  is  wnrflij  of  sepni-ate  publication. 

-  Wben  invn.'iion  tlirentened  (be  Innd,  and  roused  a  similar  patriotic  feeling 
to  tbnt  wbicb  baa  just  led  to  tbe  enrolment  of  Volunleer  Biile  Corps.  Mr.  li. 
was  at  tbe  ijost  of  clulv.  I  liavc  ibe  document  signed  by  tbe  Earl  of  Feikeley, 
appointing  bim  Lieuteuaut  iu  tbe  Coips  of  "  United'  Tetbury  and  Eorsli'y 
Vuluuteer  lufunirv." 
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principles  of  civil  and  religious  freedom.  His  couJuct 
uuiformly  bore  the  stamp  of  liigli  unbendiag  independence, 
and  he  so  fultiUeJ  his  relations  to  the  general  interests  of 
his  country  and  of  mankinil,  as  to  prove  that  his  religion 
accompanied  him,  both  to  throw  an  air  of  Christian 
dignity  around  his  character  while  thus  engaged,  and  also 
to  preserve  him  from  those  injuries  which  the  atmosphere 
of  political  strife  too  often  inflicts.  Thus  didhepuisue 
his  course,  winning  '  golden  opinions '  from  men  of  every 
rank  and  every  class.  In  the  church  venerated  ;  in  the 
domestic  circle  beloved  bej'ond  the  ordinary  range  to 
which  human  affections  extend  ;  in  the  neighbourhood  re- 
garded as  every  man's  friend.  Rarely  does  the  character 
of  one  man  secure  a  unanimous  verdict :  j'et  it  is  believed 
that  this  was  the  case  with  the  decea?ed.  The  pious  of 
every  denomination  saw  in  him  their  Master's  spirit  ; 
while  the  scorner  was  refuted,  and  the  profligate  rebuked, 
by  the  silent  but  impressive  lessons  of  his  holy  life.  So 
that  if  the  epitaph  on  his  tomb  had  to  be  inscribed  by  the 
pen  of  irreligion  herself,  she  might  trace  the  words, 
'  HERE  LIES  A  MAX  OF  GOD  !'  " 

It  was  in  the  spring  of  1338  that  my  uncle's  previously 
robust  state  of  health  became  impaired,  and  symptoms 
scarcely  definable  but  too  obvious  in  their  effects,  excited 
the  fears  of  his  friends.  Change  of  air  was  recommended, 
and  on  April  19,  accompanied  by  my  beloved  aunt,  he 
arrived  at  my  house,  purposing  to  spend  some  time  with 
his  relatives  at  Canterbury,  Margate,  and  E-ochester.  His 
prevailing  frame  of  mind  was  most  enviable  ;  always 
serene,  generally  cheerful,  evidently  on  the  confines  of 
heaven  and  already  breathing  its  atmosphere,  it  was  a 
high  privilege  to  hold  intercourse  with  him.'  After  a 
sojourn  of  two  mouths,  sensible  that  a  prolonged  stay 
would  be  unavailing,  he  bade  us  a  final  farewell,  and  re- 
turned to  his  peaceful  abode.  With  the  little  strength 
yet  remaining  he  would  allow  no  practicable  opportunity 

'  Several  hours  ia  o;>cli  <lay  wore  occupied  bj  him  in  tr.inscribing  the  whole 
of  liis  poetry,  bolli  pi-uited  and  ilS.,  into  one  rolume  ;  a  priceless  legacy  to  a 
faviiui-ile  niece,  lieluctuntly  I  retVum  from  tlie  insertion  of  some  pieces  here  : 
in  tlio  B  iptist  Miijazina,  Vol.  isxii.  pp.  67,  68,  two  can  be  reudily  referred  to, 
aud  are  fair  specimens  of  his  puetic  tiiste. 
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of  usefulness  to  pass  unimproved,  and  still  continued  his 
attendance  on  the  means  of  grace,  and  the  meetings  for 
prayer.  Of  the  latter  his  pastor  remarks,  "  The  writer  has 
at  this  moment  the  image  of  the  venerable  man,  then 
almost  a  gloritied  saint,  as  he  knelt  on  a  hassock  at  the 
table,  and  as  with  a  voice  which  told  of  the  grave,  but 
with  a  soul  consciously  on  the  verge  of  immortal  life,  he 
seemed  to  lay  hold  on  the  Almighty's  strength,  and  to  be 
enjojong  direct  converse  with  the  invisible  God."  The 
desire  of  hia  heart  was  granted  him  in  being  permitted  to 
attend  the  services  on  the  opening  of  the  new  Meeting 
House,^  and  these  were  almost  the  last  in  which  he  united 
with  the  church  below.  To  the  day  preceding  his  depar- 
ture he  left  hia  chamber,  and  to  the  closing  hour  retained 
the  full  powers  of  consciousness.  Such  was  his  serenity 
that  "  it  was  as  though  a  spirit  from  the  pure  world  above 
had  lighted  do\\Ti  to  sojourn  for  a  while  among  the  scenes 
and  sorrows  of  mortality.  Nay,  it  was  something  still 
better  than  this,  it  was  the  presence  of  Christ  with  His 
suffering  servant,  first  blessing  him,  and  through  bim 
impartiug  consolation  and  peace  to  other  bosoms."  To 
the  inquiries  made  relative  to  the  state  of  his  mind  he 
would  reply,  "  Not  a  cloud — not  a  cloud;"  and  thus  on 
Wednesday,  October  17,  18.S8,  he  closed  his  bright  career, 
"mortality  being  swallowed  up  of  life."  At  his  funeral 
"hundreds  followed  his  remains  to  Shortwood,  the  pall 
was  borne  by  six  neighbouring  ministers,  and  at  the  grave 
and  in  the  Meeting  House,  at  leaU  a  thousand  persons  were 
assembled  to  pay  their  silent  but  cordial  tribute  to  hia 
worth. " 

' '  The  religious  views  of  Mr.  Heskins  were  moderately 
Calvinistic  ;  and  never  was  there  a  mind  more  impregnable 
both  to  ancient  and  modern  heresies.  Having  at  the  com- 
mencement of  his  spiritual  life  sought  out  and  found  '  the 
good  old  way,'  the  growing  experience  of  his  own  heart 
confirmed  his  attachment  to  the  unsophisticated  and  un- 
garbled  truth ;  and  that  truth,  clear  of  all  extravagances 

1  A  noble  and  unostentatious  structure,  built  of  stone  (plain  ashlar)  and 
pewcd  throughout.  It  wiis  reared  around  and  over  the  old  building,  in  which 
■worship  was  fontinucd  without  interruption,  till  the  exterior  of  the  new  Chapel 
waa  complfled. 
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and   whims,    rendered    him   a   holy,    happy,    and    useful 
man." 

As  may  be  inferred,  my  late  uncle  was  a  most  agreeable 
and  instructive  comijanion ;  he  had  mingled  much  in 
society  of  an  intellectual  cast ;  and  his  reading,  which  was 
very  extensive,  included,  I  believe,  all  the  leading  poets  of 
his  own  country,  with  whose  writings  he  was  familiar.  In 
his  education  the  cl.issics  had  been  neglected,  but  the  per- 
jfect  command  of  his  mother  tongue  in  graceful  and  vigor- 
ous writ'ng,  and  effective  public  speaking,  more  than 
compensated  for  this  deficiency  ;  indeed,  without  dis 
paraging  scholarship,  Mr.  H.  was  a  striking,  though  not 
infrequent,  instance  of  the  superiority  of  the  latter  acquire- 
ments for  all  the  great  and  induential  purposes  of  life.  As 
his  hospitality  was  ever  extended  to  Clir!3tian  ministers, 
he  often,  as  his  guests,  had  those  who  were  distinguished 
by  their  talents  as  well  as  piety ;'  but  his  dwelling  was 
far  more  frequented  by  the  pious  poor,  who  there  were 
certain  to  receive  both  sympathy  and  relief.  While  this 
portraiture,  so  ably  drawn,  has  greatly  enhanced  the  value 
of  these  pages,  thus  to  have  aided  in  preserving  its  fea- 
tures has  been  peculiarly  gratifying  to  him  who  possessed 
the  unchanging  friendship  and  regard  of  his  deceased  re-  ■ 
lative.^ 

-  Tlicre  wcve  two  planets  in  conjunction,  when  on  one  occasion  he  entertained 
Ilall  iinil  Cliulmers  together.  Tlie  latter  m  a  letter  tu  his  sister,  Mrs.  Morton  of 
N.iilsivortb,  wiiles  {Life:  Vol.  li.  p.  til)  :  "I  feel  tLe  same  lore  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Heskins  and  MiS3  Bliss  tllut  jou  have.  The  lemembi-aiice  of  tlie  psalmody 
lu  baortwuoil  Chapel  is  sweet."  He  had  occupied  its  palpit  to  the  delight  of 
an  ovoi-llovviLig  audii'uce.  It  was  only  a  fortnight  befure  the  decease  of  this 
illustrioui  man,  that  being  on  a  visit  to  Mrs.  Morton  he  called,  as  he  invariably 
hull  done,  on  my  widowed  aunt  At  parting  it  was  remarked,  "  Probably,  dear 
Sir,  we  shall  meet  no  more."  "Ah,  but  we  sliall,"  he  replied  with  emphasis  ; 
"  we  have  each  taken  hold  on  eternal  life." 

•  -  In  the  summer  of  Vi'Si  we  visited  Paiis  together,  and  five  years  after  made 
the  tour  of  tho  Netherlands,  and  into  Holland  as  far  as  ihe  Hague.  Many  an 
oinusing  incident  did  those  happy  rambles  aifurd  :  one  only,  for  the  yourr^  tolks, 
as  a  specimen.  It  was  after  two  nights  and  a  day  of  continued  travelling  we 
enlered  Puns,  when  ri-gKniless  of  rest  we  sallied  'forth  on  exploration,  aud  by 
evening  were  utterly  jaded,  iietiring  early  to  our  chamber,  a  spacious  doublo- 
bedtl'-d  room,  we  found  almost  witn  indtlference  the  door  could  not  be  secured, 
and  that  my  bed  had  on  it  a  sort  of  coverlet  designed  for  display  rather  than 
comfort.  After  a  night  of  profound  repose,  I  discovered  on  awaking  a  nice 
c.junterpaue  over  me,  all  snugly  tucked  in.  Great  was  the  mirth  with  winch 
my  uncle  and  myself  speculated  on  this  unaccountable  change  ;  soon  however 
to  be  e^plaiucd.     Scarcely  had  v,*e  seated  ourselves  among  others  m  the  break- 
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It  was  as  a  mournmg  widow,  and  amidst  trials  unex- 
pected and  severe,  that  the  character  of  my  lamented 
AUNT  was  now  more  fully  developed.  If  the  surround- 
ing darkness  increased,  so  did  the  lustre  of  her  graces 
shine  forth  the  brighter  ;  calm,  resigned,  confidmg,  ever 
ready  to  contrast  favourably  her  position  with  that  of 
other  afflicted  Christians,  the  remaining  eighteen  years  of 
her  Life  were  a  rare  and  impressive  evidence  of  the  sustain- 
ing power  of  the  principles  she  professed.  Instead  of  her 
energies  becoming  relaxed,  trials  seemed  only  to  brace 
them  for  the  more  vigorous  discharge  of  self-denying 
duties.  In  the  Sabbath  School  she  had  from  its  com- 
mencement in  1S02  laboured  constantly  ;  during  an  ex- 
tended period  she  had  been  a  Superintendent,  and  "to  the 
close  of  her  days  it  engaged  her  head,  and  hands,  and 
heart."  "Mrs.  Heskinswas  not  aperson  to  do  anything  by 
halves,  neither  was  she  one  of  those  who  are  guided  rather 
by  impulse  than  by  principle — a  class  of  persons  whose 
zeal  depends  on  external  stimulants,  and  on  whom  no 
reliance  can  be  placed  in  a  dark  and  cloudy  day.  She  was 
not  fitful,  but  firm.  Her  hold  on  any  good  cause  was 
intelligent  and  hearty,  and  was  sustained  by  reflection 
and  prayer.  This  was  manifest  in  every  department  of 
Christian  service,  but  especially  in  the  Sabbath  School  ; 
nor  did  she  ever  forget  those  who  had  once  shared  an  in- 
terest in  her  efforts  and  her  prayers."' 

On  March  29,  1841,  my  aunt  removed  from  her  former 
residence  to  Newmarket,  hilf  a  mile  from  Shortwood, 
■where  with  her  devoted  brother  she  resided  till  her  de- 
cease. It  was  a  sweet  abode  situated  midway  up  the 
steep  hill-side,  and  having  an  entire  view  of  the  deep, 
narrow,  and  picturesque  valley .  There  from  her  window 
was  seen,    "beautiful  for  situation,"  her  loved  Zion,  the 


fast  room,  when  the  femme-de-cliambre  came  to  express  regret  that  we  had 
retired  before  our  room  was  prepared.  Witli  a  simplicity  of  manner  abore  all 
suspicion,  she  stated,  that  failing  to  make  us  hear  alie  entered  the  chamber— in 
vam  attempted  to  arouse  me  though  "she  ticiiled  mv  feet "  (actually  so  !  !  !),  and 
having  placed  the  quilt,  left  me  to  mj  slumbers.  Sever  have  I  been  the  object 
of  such  unrestrained  laughter  as  then. 

1   See  Memoir  by  the  Rev.  T.  F.  Neivmau,  m  the  Baptist  Magazine,  Vol. 
xhx.  p.  5i7. 
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dearest  spot  on  earth's  surface,  consecrateil  as  it  had  been 
by  her  vows,  her  comnmnings,  her  tears.  A  jjretty  gar- 
den, in  the  culture  of  which  she  delighted,  contained 
lovely  flowers,  some  the  more  redolent  as  being  souvenirs 
of  endeared  friendships,  which  they  failed  not  to  recall. 

The  autumn  of  1854  has  been  rendered  memorable  to 
me  by  its  terminating  my  personal  intercourse  with  her. 
In  company  with  my  beloved  uncle,  she  passed  sis  weeks 
with  the  different  branches  of  my  family  in  Kent,  an  iu- 
terview  so  felicitous  that  it  raised  the  inquiry,  "  Can  such 
bliss  be  repeated  ?"  Ever  an  object  of  our  tender  love, 
she  was  now  increasingly  so.  She  appeared  as  one,  though 
in  the  world,  yet  not  of  it ;  every  power  seemed  to  be 
brought  under  control  ;  wisdom  and  prudence  dwelt  on 
her  lips  ;  nor  had  age  repressed  that  sympathy  which,  as 
with  my  precious  mother,  was  the  charm  of  her  character 
— with  neither  a  tidal  stream,  sometimes  almost  dry,  and 
sometimes  overflowing,  but  deep,  uniform,  consistent. 

So  unimpaired  were  her  powers  of  bodj'  as  well  as  of 
mind,  that  even  on  the  last  anniversary  of  her  bii-th,  the 
prolongation  of  her  life  for  some  years  appeared  probable. 
Scarcely  however  had  it  passed  when  great  debUity  was 
experienced,  and  disease  of  an  unusual  type  supervened. 
On  Lord's  day  April  5,  she  with  difficulty  united  for  the 
last  time  in  the  services  of  the  sanctuary  ;  it  was  a  mourn- 
ful occasion  ;  she  heard  the  funeral  sermon  for  the  sister 
of  her  late  husband,  an  inseparable  friend  and  associate 
from  childhood,  and  a  Christian  as  justly  venerated  as 
herself.  That  bereavement,  with  concurrent  trials,  exerted 
a  dire  influence  in  her  enfeebled  state  ;  alarming  attacks 
of  hemorrhage  from  the  head  followed,  and  after  being 
confined  to  her  bed  about  a  fortnight,  her  departure  ha^■ing 
been  daily  expected,  she  ceased  to  breathe,  for  a  sigh  was 
not  perceptible,  on  Sabbath  evening  May  3,  1S57,  aged 
seventy-three  years. 

The  family  cannot  value  too  highly  the  Memoir  of  Mrs. 
H.  by  him  who  had  been  her  beloved  pastor  precisely 
twenty-five  years  ;  from  it  an  extract  has  ah-eady  been 
made,  I  subjoin  others.  "  Wliile  our  deceased  friend 
cannot  be  described  as  a  litcrarij  person  in  the  ordinary 
sense   of   the   term,    she   icoj  a  reader   and  an   admirer  of 
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good  books.'  Her  mind  was  above  the  common  level,  and 
she  discovered  its  superiority  in  the  class  of  works  which 
she  preferred.  With  a  spirit  eminently  catholic  and  loving 
towards  all,  she  was  aa  firm  as  a  rock  on  every  question 
touching  the  essentials  of  the  faith.  The  church  was  her 
home,  the  friends  of  the  Saviour  were  her  friends.  She 
was  no  trifler  with  the  Sabbath,  with  the  House  of  God, 
with  the  social  gatherings  of  the  saints.  She  had  no 
sympathy  with  those  who  talk  of  profiting  by  a  private 
reading  of  the  Scriptures,  instead  of  honouring  the 
ministry  of  the  word,  or  the  meetings  for  prayer  ;  nor  did 
she  think  that  time  well  spent  in  which  other  engage- 
ments were  needlessly  permitted  to  interfere  with  those  of 
the  sanctuary." 

"  In  a  brief  record  like  the  present,  it  would  be  improper 
to  attempt  an  analysis  of  character,  and  the  writer  will 
only  add,  that  in  connection  with  the  graces  which  com- 
mended her  to  the  esteem  and  love  of  her  fellow-Christians, 
Mrs.  H.  possessed  those  qualities  which  aU  can  admire — 
pubUc  spirit  as  far  as  it  may  co-exist  with  feminine  deli- 
cacy ;  a  high  sense  of  honour  ;  integrity  the  most  unbend- 
ing ;  activity,  unshrinking  and  untiring,  in  works  of 
general  benevolence.  She  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to 
seclude  herself  from  the  haunts  of  men,  or  to  refrain  from 
the  enjoyments  of  social  life,  or  to  profess  iuditference  to 
the  beauties  and  the  glo.ies  of  the  visible  creation.  Her 
piety  enabled  her  both  to  enjoy  God  in  all  things,  and  to 
commend  her  religion  wherever  she  went." 

"At  length,  in  a  good  old  age,  it  pleased  her  heavenly 
Father  to  call  her  to  a  more  exalted  fellowship  than  that 
which  she  had  loved  and  enjoyed  on  earth.  After  an 
afUiotion,  not  long  but  very  severe  and  distressing,  she 
died  serenely,  and  was  for  ever  re-united  to  beloved  ones 

1  Her  love  of  reading  continued  unabated.  Accustomed  to  wake  early,  she 
would  in  tlie  summer  months  read  much  before  rising:  thus  when  last  with  us, 
she  perused  the  Lives  of  the  Haliianes.  Seldom  did  an  opportunity  pass  unim- 
p  roved  of  impressing  on  h<;i-  i/ounij  friends  tlie  imporrance  of  this  pursuit,  con- 
ieious  how  greatly  njllueuce  and  uaelulness  depend  on  intelhgence,  the  result  uf 
readint'.  f  would  reiterate  this  counsel  with  all  earnestness.  Gold-Just  may 
too  otten  preponderate  in  the  balauce.  but  when  mind  comes  to  be  weighed 
acainst  mmd,  he  who  relies  for  his  induenee  on  the  former  is  made  to  feel  his 
inferiority,  and  learn  that  there  is  one  pojsession  which  the  worshipped  treasure 
cannot  purchase. 
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who  had  gone  before  to  the  eternal  mansions  and  to  the 
presence  of  the  Lamb.  If  holy  and  unbroken  peace,  child- 
like acquiescence  in  the  will  of  God,  longings  after  perfect 
holiness,  a  loving,  grateful,  tender  spirit,  the  sweetest  and 
most  perfect  reliance  on  the  suiBciency  and  immutability 
of  Christ,  if  these  qualities,  in  rich  and  beautiful  combina- 
tion, prove  a  soul  to  be  on  the  very  confines  of  heaven, 
her  sorrowing  friends  were  right  when  they  looked  on  the 
worn  and  faded  form  with  high  thoughts  of  the  glory  on 
which  she  was  about  to  enter.  Utterances  few  but  ex- 
pressive, intimated  that  all  was  well.  And  herein  was  the 
grand  power  of  the  Cross.  At  the  Cross  she  became  a 
Christian  ;  near  tlie  Cross  she  lived  ;  the  transforming 
influence  of  the  Cross  she  had  experienced  ;  and  in  a  dying 
hour  the  Cross  was  everything.  Often  had  she  sung  with 
delight  ; 

"  '  Oh  !  the  sweet  wonders  of  that  Cross 

On  which  my  Saviour  loved  and  died  ! 
Her  noblest  life  my  spirit  draws 

From  His  dear  wounds  and  bleeding  side  !' 

"And  when  death  was  laying  his  cold  grasp  upon  that 
outer  and  visible  form  over  which  he  was  allowed  to 
triumph,  that  '  noblest  life '  in  the  soul,  the  pure  immortal 
vitality,  defying  death  and  heU,  and  secure  in  union  to  its 
glorious  Head,  had  only  to  ascend  to  the  world  of  life 
above. 

"  She  died  May  3,  1857  ;  but  died  to  live  for  ever. 

"  '  Thus  star  by  star  declines. 

Till  all  are  passed  away  ; 
As  morning  high  and  higher  shines 

To  pure  and  perfect  day  : 
Nor  sink  those  stars  in  empty  night, 
But  hide  themselves  iu  heaven's  own  Ught.'  " 

More  than  this  the  cherished  memory  of  the  departed 
does  not  claim,  yet  must  I  append  the  following  remarks 
by  oue,  a  minister  of  the  Established  Church,  who  had 
lung  shared  her  intimate  friendship.  "I  have  ever  re- 
garded her  a.3  the  model  of  a  lluistian  gentlewoman,  pos- 
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sessing  such  true  dignity  and  yet  such  child-like  humility, 
such  sound  judgment  and  rare  intelligence,  blended  with 
tender  sympathies  and  sensitive  regard  for  the  feelings 
and  happiness  of  others.  AYhat  a  privilege  to  have  had 
daily  intercourse  ivith  such  deep-toned  piety  and  sterling 
■worth  !"i 

On  Saturday  the  9th  inst. ,  the  remains  of  my  venerated 
aunt  "Were  placed  by  the  side  of  her  husband  in  the  vault 
at  Shortwood.  Among  the  numerous  train  of  mourners 
■were  three  of  my  brothers  who  had  journeyed  thither 
from  Kent  to  testify  their  final  and  consistent  regard.  No 
epitaph  is  inscribed  on  the  massive  stone  which  covers 
that  holy  dust.  For  future  generations  I  observe,  my 
aunt  was  of  meiUum  stature,  and  alike  refined  in  person 
and  in  manners  ;  such  were  her  personal  charms  in  early 
Ufe,  that  it  occasioned  no  surprise  her  becomiug  a  bride 
before  she  had  completed  the  half  of  her  nineteenth  year. 

X.  Samuel  (Enoch  Jfranris.  it  has  been  beautifully 

remarked,  "The  Egyptians  embalm  their  dead — we  em- 
balm their  memories."  Their  wondrous  skill  and  strong 
aiTection  were  expended  on  what  still  retained  the  element 
of  decay,  mere  dust,  though  preserving  for  a  time  the  form 
in  which  creative  power  had  fashioned  it.  Not  so  with 
us.  We  treasure  that  which  has  lost  not  its  vitality  or 
loveliness,  but  shaU  continue  to  extend  a  living  and  bene- 
ficial influence  even  to  kindred  yet  unborn.  Such  in- 
fluence pertains  to  the  subject  of  this  memoir.  Samuel, 
the  youngest  of  the  family,  was  born  at  Ticmore-end  July  2, 
17S7,  and  inherited  a  feebleness  of  constitution  which  was 
more  or  less  felt  through  life,  so  that  it  could  scarcely 
have  been  expected  his  days  would  be  extended  to  three- 
score years  and  ten.  Though  in  his  thirteenth  year  he 
was  deprived  of  his  inestimable  father,  a  sermon  of  his  on 
the  parable  of  the  tares  and  the  wheat,  had  left  abiding 
religious  impressions  on  the  mind  of  the  bereaved  youth. 

'  Mrs.  Hi-'skius  has  left  a  Dim-v  whicli  she  cnniinucd  to  licr  last  illness,  but 
the  iDJunctious  given  on  her  dfiiLlibcd  preclude  a  f'm-thcr  reference  to  it.  As  I 
hiive  elaevvheru  ruuiai'kail,  tlio  plan  of  tliis  work  Oiclutles  correspoiulencc.  or  hvr 
letters  would  Lnve  pruminunco,  cliaracleiizetl  as  tlipy  are  by  tlie  supei-ioi-ily  of 
the  writer.  In  her  seventielli  year  her  hanilwritinj;  would  have  been  eicdituble 
to  a  young  ludv  whose  education  was  just  completed. 
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His  education  was  received  at  Sodbury,  after  which,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  his  home,  he  acquii'ed  a  knowledge  of 
the  cloth  manufacture. 

To  my  father  he  had  become  early  attached,  and  in  his 
private  papers  refers  to  "  the  appropriate  and  personal 
counsel  of  his  brother-indaw,  as  •well  as  to  his  lucid,  im- 
pressire,  and  winning  exhibitions  of  gospel  truth."'  In 
1810  Mr.  Francis  was  baptized  by  him,  and  united  to  the 
church  at  TJley.  The  following  concise  but  striking  resolve 
occurs  in  his  diary,  "  I  give  myself,  my  soul,  my  all,  to 
Thee — Oh  God,  here  I  am,  make  me  Thine — Oh  Lord, 
take  possession  of  my  heart  —  There  fix  Thy  throne." 
Bound  by  such  ties  to  my  parents,  he  generally  passed  one 
or  two  Sabbaths  in  every  month  with  them,  arriving  on  the 
Saturday  evening  and  leaving  on  the  Monday  momiug, 
and  with  these  interviews  commenced  that  attachment  to 
their  offspring  which  on  his  part  approached  parental  affec- 
tion, continuous  in  its  influence  through  life,  and  delight- 
ful to  record,  in  no  instance  interrupted  even  by  a  temporary 
chill.-  On  the  removal  of  my  father  from  Uley,  my  uncle 
transferred  his  membership  to  Shortwood,  where  as  has 
been  recorded,  on  June  3,  1816,  he,  with  my  uncle,  Abra- 
ham Flint,  was  chosen  to  the  Deacon's  office. 

The  succeeding  year  brought  with  it  the  severest  trial 
of  his  life  ;  few  have  known  better  than  himself  how  pre- 
cious is  a  mother's  love  ;  on  it  he  relied  ;  it  seemed  almost 
essential  to  his  existence,  and  when  deprived  of  it  by  a 
stroke,  in  the  intensity  of  his  feeling  he  could  exclaim 
with  the  sorrowing  patriarch,  "  I  om  bereaved."  Upon 
him  Time  wrought  not  its  oblivious  influence  ;  frequent 
would  be  his  allusions  to  her,  and  always  in  a  tone  which 
indicated  how  sacred  to  him  was  her  memory. 

In  a  life  less  marked  by  incident  than  by  its  uniformly 
consistent  and  noiseless  tenor,  one  event  stands  out  with 
greater  prominence.  Unquestionably  "a  favourite  of 
Heaven,"  God  had  desig-ned  to  bless  His  servant,  especially 

^  It  la  a  Tprr  grntifving  circumstance,  that  as  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hestina  so 
also  uf  Mr.  rrnncis,  a  njcmoir  Irom  Ibc  nbic  pen  of  Iiis  beloved  pastor  is  plncod 
on  record  in  tlie  Baptist  21agazine.  (Vul.  h.  p.  94.)  Eeslricted  space  has 
alone  curtailed  these  extracts. 

2  If  weakness  and  trials  at  times  rendered  him  drjoctcd,  be  was  naturally  of 
a  fucetioQS  turn,  agreeable  to  all,  but  especially  so  to  the  young. 
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in  bis  decliuing  yeara,  in  a  manner  the  least  expected.  It 
is  no  disparagement  of  my  beloved  uncle  to  admit,  that  he 
was  naturally  less  qualilied  than  many  to  struggle  with  a 
hard  and  selfish  world,  bent  wholly  on  its  own  aggrandize- 
ment ;  neither  did  he  possess  that  enterprise  which  might 
have  prevailed  with  ampler  resources.  In  1823  my  brother 
Abraham  Marsh  Flint  was  placed  with  him  to  learn  the 
manufacture  ;  the  term  completed,  a  partnership  followed, 
and  though  for  some  years  the  course  was  arduous  it  was 
ever  progressive,  and  the  undertaking  at  length  remark- 
ably blessed  by  Providence.  During  the  last  decade  of 
my  uncle's  life,  he  was  reUeved  from  business  engage- 
ments and  consecrated  his  energies  to  more  congenial  pur- 
suits. 

Exempted  from  toil  and  care  his  health  had  Improved, 
and  the  calm  evening  of  his  career  seemed  likely  to  be 
prolonged,  when  its  sky  was  darkened  by  the  decease  of 
his  only  surviving  sister,  Mrs.  Heskins.  They  had  resided 
together  for  some  years  ;  in  affection  and  confidence  they 
were  inseparable  ;  and  though  he  meekly  bowed  to  the 
Divine  will,  the  result  was  similar  to  that  of  frequent  oc- 
currence with  the  aged,  when  the  conjugal  tie  being 
severed  the  survivor  soon  follows  the  loved  and  lamented 
harbinger  to  the  world  of  unbroken  union.  Mrs.  H.  died 
in  May,  1S57  ;  in  the  autumn  of  that  year  the  increasing 
feebleness  of  Mr.  F.  became  too  evident ;  at  Christmas  it 
was  admitted  he  was  in  a  sinking  state,  which  gradually 
increased  till  the  morning  of  Monday,  March  1,  1858, 
when  "  the  mortal  yielded  to  the  stroke  of  death  :  the 
immortal  passed  away  to  '  join  the  spirits  of  just  men 
made  perfect. '  "' 

"  Mr.  Francis's  closing  days  had  been  those  of  a  Chris- 
tian matured.  In  perfect  calmness  he  awaited  the  call 
which  he  knew  to  be  near  ;  and  while  manifesting  his 
wonted  diffidence  and  humility,  was  the  subject  of  that 
holy  peace   '  which  none   but  he  that  feels  it  knows.'     In 

1  On  the  following  Saturdny,  he  was  interrerl  in  the  vnult  of  his  parents  ;  my 
brothers  and  DUmcrous  mouruing  friends  blending  their  tears  on  that  hallowed 
ground.  At  the  rr^qnest  ut  him  whose  attentions  to  the  departed  could  not  hnvo 
been  exceeded  by  fihal  devotion,  I  prepared  the  epitaph  which  oecupies  the  last; 
panel  of  the  tomb.     (See  following  page.) 
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the  midst  of  pain  from  which  he  sutfered  severely,  he  often 
spoke  of  the  abounding  mercies  of  God.  His  Christian 
friends,  one  by  one  at  intervals,  were  welcomed  to  his 
chamber  and  fonnd  the  venerable  saint,  then  '  on  the  verge 
of  heaven,'  ready  still  to  converse  on  the  subjects  which 
had  so  long  been  dear  to  his  soul.  While  they  sought  to 
benefit  by  his  experience  and  his  counsels,  he  was  evidently 
gratified  by  their  expressions  of  Christian  and  loving 
sympathy.  On  one  occasion,  when  the  time  of  his  depar- 
ture seemed  to  be  just  at  hand,  and  when  it  was  doubtful 
whether  the  power  of  recognition  remained,  he  became 
conscious  of  the  presence  of  a  friend,  and  grasping  his 
hand,  said,  'We  shall  soon  meet  in  heaven.'  On  being 
answered,  '  Ah,  my  dear  friend,  you  are  going  thither. 
I  hope  I  may  be  permitted  to  meet  you  there,'  —  he 
spoke  quickly  and  with  energy,  saying,  '  Hope  !  I  know 
you  will,  for  we  have  both  been  long  on  The  Eock, 
Christ.'" 

"  Our  dear  friend's  interest  in  the  young,  and  deep  soli- 
citude for  their  welfare,  has  been  pi-eN-iously  adverted  to 
as  a  prominent  feature  in  his  character  ;  and  among  those 
to  whom  his  weighty  counsels  were  addressed,  were  the 
younger  members  of  a  family  in  which  the  name  of  Francis 
is  stiU  perpetuated.  At  his  desire  they  were  gathered  to 
his  bedside,  and  there  received  his  parting  advice.     Having 


Also  in  memory  of 

Mr.  SAMUEL  EJfOCH  FRANCIS, 

last  surviving  son  of  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Francis,  and 

tg  forty-two  years  a  faithful  and  beioved  Deacun  of  this  Church. 

HIS  RECORD  IS  ON  HIGH. 

Sincere,    humble,    earnest,    devout. 

Ho  brightly  reflected  in  his  gentle  and  loving  spirit 

the  image  of  bis  Saviour, 

into  whose  presence  he  entered  with  joy,  March  1,  1858, 

in  the  sevenly-first  year  of  his  age. 

"THE  MEMORY  OF  THE  JUST  IS  BLESSED." 
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addressed  them  most  affectionately  and  appropriately,  lie 
finished  by  saying,  'And  now,  farewell  ;  God  bless  the 
lads.     See  to  it  that  yon  meet  me  in  heaven.'  " 

"  We  hare  often  heard  of  '  the  ruling  passion  strong  in 
death.'  It  was  so  in  the  case  of  our  much- valued  and  now 
lamented  friend.  But  it  took  a  nobler  form  than  when 
the  children  of  this  world  betray  its  influence.  From 
early  years  Mr.  Francis  had  been  able  to  say,  and  no  one 
who  knew  him  would  doubt  his  sincerity,  '  If  I  forget 
thee,  0  Jerusalem,  let  my  right  hand  forget  her  cunning. 
If  I  do  not  remember  Thee,  let  my  tongue  cleave  to  the 
roof  of  my  mouth  ;  if  I  prefer  not  Jerusalem  above  my 
chief  joy.'  And  so  it  was  to  the  end.  He  had  been  con- 
tented without  saying  much  of  himself,  though  there  was 
a  world  of  meaning  in  this,  which  a  few  days  before  his 
death  he  said  in  answer  to  a  question  addressed  to  him  by 
a  beloved  relative,  '  Very,  very  happy.  All  is  safe. '  But 
the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  church,  which  he  usually 
denominated  'our  beloved  Zion, '  largely  engaged  his 
thoughts  and  his  prayers.  These  were  often  presented  in 
the  form  of  brief  ejaculations,  warm  and  earnest ;  but 
shortly  before  his  departure,  when  the  recovery  of  con- 
sciousness and  the  faculty  of  utterance  were  thought  to 
be  impossible,  he  suddenly  arose  up  iu  bed,  and  as  if  en- 
joying personal  converse  with  the  Great  God,  he  poured 
out  his  soul  in  ardent  supplications  for  the  welfare  of 
Zion  ;  presenting  such  petitions,  and  in  such  a  manner, 
that  the  solitary  and  affectionate  watcher  can  never  lose 
the  impression  which  such  a  scene  was  calculated  to  pro- 
duce. The  prayer  was  comparatively  long  ;  and  being 
ended,  Mr.  Francis  sunk  back  on  his  pillow  saying,  '  !Now 
I  have  done,  now  let  me  languish  into  life.'  The  only 
feature  of  his  dying  experience  which  remains  to  be  re- 
corded, is  this  : — When  he  was  no  longer  capable  of  utter- 
ing a  word,  he  furnished  a  reply  to  the  inquiry  of  an 
affectionate  relative  as  to  the  state  of  his  mind,  by  at- 
tempting to  wave  his  handkerchief  as  a  signal  of  his 
triumph  over  the  last  great  foe.  He  fought  the  '  fight  of 
faith,'  and  he  died  a  victor." 

The  character  of  Mr.  F.  bore  strong  lineaments  of  resem- 
blance to  those  of   his  sisters  :  so  striking  indeed,  that 
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they  caunot  be  wholly  ascribed  to  early  associations  and 
training,  but  rather  to  those  laws  of  moral  (as  well  as  phy- 
sical) heritage,  by  which  particular  qualities  are  seen  to 
adhere  to  particular  families,'  and  which  these  pages 
might  more  fully  have  illustrated  had  this  been  desirable. 
An  innate  rednement  of  feeling,  ardour  of  atfection,  warm- 
hearted generosity,  and  rigid  integritj'  were  common  to 
each.  Though  never  deficient  in  moral  courage,  he  sought 
not  to  be  a  pioneer  in  the  march  of  life  ;  his  influence  was 
acquired  by  gentle  habits.  Such  was  his  sincerity  that 
what  he  said  he  ever  meant, — that  which  he  professed,  he 
felt.  It  was  a  rare  faculty  he  possessed  of  discerning  best 
his  own  failings,  and  the  excellences  of  others. - 

The  deceased  retained  unimpaired  that  simplicity  of 
character  which  modern  habits  are  tending  to  eradicate  ; 
it  consisted  not  in  peculiarity  of  attire  or  manner,  but  in  a 
regard  to  the  one  supreme  object  of  life,  as  superior  to  all 
conventional  usages  and  maxims.  He  considered  that 
self-respect  was  in  no  degree  compromised  by  associating 
with  the  lowliest  of  Christ's  flock  among  whom  he  could 
recognize  the  nobdity  of  heaven — they  were  rarely  passed 
anuoticed,  and  friends  who  have  happened  to  accompany 
him  in  his  walks  to  and  from  the  sanctuary,  must  have 
been  struck  with  the  kind  inquiries  he  would  make  of 
those  who  had  experienced  sickness,  the  tender  and  cheer- 
ing word  he  would  drop  to  the  afflicted,  the  brief  yet  per- 
tinent and  ^  Inning  remark  to  the  young,  and  all  in  a 
manner  so  indicative  of  the  pervading  feeling  of  the  heart 
that  it  could  not  fail  to  be  appreciated.  The  amount  of 
toil  and  weariness  his  feeble  frame  encountered  in  visits 
at  all  seasons,  and  almost  at  all  hours,  to  the  abodes  of  sor- 

'  It'  this  be  doubted,  bear  a  recent  autliorily  :  "  Cnless  parents  franamitted  to 
offspring  tlicir  organizations,  their  peculiarities  and  excellences,  there  would  be 
nil  such  thing  as  a  breed,  or  a  race.  Tbe  cur  would  run  the  same  chance  as  the 
best  bred  dog  of  turning  uut  valuable.  The  grevhnucd  might  point,  and  the 
cart-liorse  win  tbe  Derbv.  Daily  esperienoe  tells  us  that  this  is  impossible. 
Si-ieiii-e  tells  us  there  is  no'  such  tbing  as  chance.  Pljjaiologv  tells  us  tlint  tbe 
offspring  alwavs.  and  Decessiirily.  inherits  its  organization  from  the  parents; 
and  if  tlie  orgaoizatiun  is  inherited,  then  with  it  must  be  inherited  its  tenden'ius 
and  aptitudes." — The  Physioloijy  nf  Common  Life,  by  G.  M.  Lewes,  London, 
1860.     Vol  ii.  p.  377. 

-  Tbe  love  of  miLsic  was  a  family  instinct.  Having  a  coiTect  ear  and  a  good 
bass  voice,  his  neglect  in  making  it  a  study  often  occasioned  me  regret,  wheu 
our  enjoyment  was  circumsci  ibed  thereby. 

18 
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row  and  suffering,  was  known  only  to  those  who  dwelt 
with  him,  and  daily  saw  how  self  was  sacrificed  to  every 
caU  of  duty.     HIS  RECORD  IS  ON  HIGH. 

Mr.  Francis  was  of  middle  stature,  and  well  propor- 
tioned. In  his  forty-seventh  year  I  arranged  his  sitting 
to  .John  Linnell,  Esq. ,  for  a  portrait,  similar  to  those  of  my 
brothers  and  sisters  :  it  was  admirably  correct  and  expres- 
sive. Besides  this,  an  excellent  od  painting,  of  life  size,  is 
in  the  possession  of  my  brother  at  NaUsworth,  and  a  faith- 
ful photographic  likeness  was  taken  within  twelve  months 
of  [his  decease.  Mr.  Francis  was  never  married,  and 
with  him  the  honoured  name  has  become  extinct  in  the 
male  line,  except  perhaps  among  descendants  in  America, 
unknown  to  our  family. 
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THE     FAMILY    HOUSE, 

APPEXDIX     G.     See  p.  4. 


The  followmg  particulars,  descriptive  of  the  engraving,  will,  I 
presume,  prove  interesting  to  my  relatives.  The  family  house, 
situated  on  the  south  side  of  the  High  Street  in  the  centre  of 
the  town,  originally  consisted  of  two  tenements — one  purchased 
by  Thomas  Flint  of  JANE  jVLIYXAED  about  1650— the  other 
by  his  son  Benjamin  of  ilAEY  EVERXDEX  in  1698.  On 
the  marriage  of  our  grandfather  in  1772,  his  father  retired  from 
business,  and  occupied  during  the  remainder  of  his  days,  the 
smaller  house  to  the  left  -^  the  trade  part  being  then  but  half  its 
subsequent  size.  The  houses  were  antique  in  appearance,  and 
when  in  1783  they  were  newly  fronted  and  converted  into  one, 
the  roofs  were  taken  off,  heightened,  and  rendered  uniform.  To 
the  present  time  the  exterior  has  undergone  no  further  change, 
excepting  the  re-division  of  the  trade  premises.  The  house  was 
throughout  double. 

GEOUXD  FLOOR.  The  room  with  the  bay-window  was 
the  "  Best  Parlour,"  behind  which,  but  divided  from  it  by  a 
spacious  staircase,  was  the  large  or  "  Back  Parlour,"  and  still 
farther  (detached  in  part  from  the  house)  the  Ejtcheu  with 
Laundry  over  it.  The  shop  occupied  the  entire  depth  of  the 
building,  having  a  good  counting-house  at  its  back.  This  part 
of  the  house  retained  a  separate  staircase. 

1  Abutting  on  the  E.  to  "  Worrold's  Passage,"  into  St.  John's  Lane. 

18—2 
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MIDDLE  FLOOE.  In  front,  over  the  Best  Parlour,  with 
two  windows  was  the  "  Tea  Eoom,"  next  which  with  two 
windows  was  the  "  Green  Eoom,"  a  spaie  chamher.  Adjoining 
this,  with  two  windows  also,  was  the  "  Crimson  Eoom,"  or  best 
chamber,^  and  connected  with  it  a  Dressing  Eoom,  with  one 
window  still  farther  to  the  left.  The  remaLoing  three  windows 
in  front,  hghted  the  Store  or  Show-Eoom.  The  chamber  occu- 
pied by  our  venerated  grandparents  was  immediately  behind  the 
Green  Eoom,  and  that  of  the  sisters,  at  the  back  of  the  Best 
Chamber. 

UPPEE  FLOOE.  Over  the  Tea  Eoom  and  lighted  with 
three  windows  in  front  was  the  "  Boys'  Chamber,"  occupied  by 
the  three  brothers  during  their  youthful  days  :-  adjoining  this 
with  two  windows  was  the  "  Servants'  Eooms."  The  remainder 
of  this  storey  was  devoted  to  spare,  or  trade  purposes. 

The  Court  behind  the  house  was  spacious,  with  Chaise-house, 
Stable,  &c.,  entered  by  gates  from  St.  John's  Lane  ;  beyond  this, 
a  good  waUed  garden  rendered  the  property  complete.^  On  my 
grandfather  leaving  Ashford  in  October,  1801,  he  sold  the  house 
and  premises  to  Mr.  Chittenden  for  £1500  ;  and  from  that  time  to 
the  present  the  Ironmongery  business  has  been  carried  on  there. 
In  Ireland's  History  of  Kent,  embelhshed  with  plates,  is  in- 
serted (Vol.  ii.  p.  392)  a  view  of  the  High  Street,  Ashford,  on 
market   day — the   Family  House    there   forming   a   prominent 

'  This  was  the  cbamber  appropriated  to  my  lamented  motlicr,  on  Iier  visit 
previously  to  her  marriage  ;  and  again  in  the  spring  of  1801,  nhcn  accompanied 
by  the  -writer,  then  an  infant  in  her  ai-ms. 

-  Often  from  those  windows,  when  in  "durance  vile,"  has  my  father  looted 
wishfully  on  his  school-fellows  beneath.  Bis  father,  averse  to  corporal  punish- 
ment, preferred  sending  the  ofl'ender  to  his  chamber  ;  occasionally  following 
bim  with  the  cane,  which  if  it  made  no  music  against  the  wainscot  of  the  staii"- 
case.  manifestly  accelerated  his  movements  to  tlie  upper  regions. 

'  It  was  in  the  boyhood  of  the  three  brothers  that  this  wall  was  rebuilt.  The 
w  orkmen,  to  obtain  half-a-crown  from  each,  cut  their  initials  with  the  date  on  three 
bricks,  which  the  boys  respectively  laid.  So  recently  as  Michaelmas  1855  these 
bricks  were  perfect ;  often  have  they  called  forth  tears. 
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object.  Long  may  it  retain  its  unchanged  and  respectable  ap- 
pearance, that  the  youthful  branches  of  the  family  may  have  the 
privilege  of  gazing  on  the  home  of  their  fathers — the  last  me- 
morial of  six  generations. 
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STOUR    STREET    BREWERY. 

APPENDIX    H.     See  p.m. 


There  are  few  breweries  in  the  county  of  Kent  that  can  claim 

greater  ariti([uity  than  this.^     It  was  estahlished  in  the  time  of 

Charles  II.  by  Alderman  WILLIAM  STAl^LEY,  who  in  1675 

conveyed  it  to  his  son  George,   also  an  Alderman  of  the  city. 

;  On  his  decease  in  1702  it  passed  into  the  possession  of  Alder- 

'•■  man  BLUNDER,-  and  on  his  decease  in  1719,  his  two  sons 

i  leased  it,  together  with  six  public-houses,^  to  Mr.  EEST  FEjST- 

I  NEE  for  ten  years,  with  the  option  of  two  renewals  for  the 

I  like  term.    The  stock-in-trade,  vessels,  &c.,  were  taken  by  valua- 

I  tion,  "  the  great  copper  "  alone  excepted,  for  which  Mr.  F.  paid 

I  "  seventy  pounds  without  the  iron  work."      Their  total  value 

!  amounted  to  £1091  as  appraised  by  "  Nicholas  Fowle,  Esq., 

Mayor  of  the  city,"  on  behalf  of  the  Blundens,  and  Mr.  WeUar 

of  Faversham,  brewer,   on  the  part  of  Mr.   Fenner.     For  the 

dwelling-house  ("  wherein  the  said  William  Blunden  now  lives  "), 

brewhouse,  malthouse,  stowages,  stables,  and  garden,  the  lessee 

*  Tli«t  the  trade  was  reputable  as  well  as  ancient  we  may  infer  from  a  refer- 
ence by  Stow,  to  a  "  certayne  rich  multman  and  bruer  of  Dunstable  named 
William  Marie,  who  in  Itli  had  two  horses  all  trapped  with  gold." 

2  Aldermen  Stanley  and  Blunden  were  each  Mayor  of  the  city.  The  civic 
procession  (as  seen  in  its  glory  prior  to  183B)  must  therefore  have  often  left  the 
door  of  the  old  dwelling.  Oftener  still  had  the  ponderous  and  ancient  horn  of 
Burghmote  been  blown  opposite. 

^  My  relatives,  still  Brewers  in  Canterburv.  will  be  interested  with  the  names 
and  rental  of  the  houses  :  "  The  Bulbead  in'Burgate,  at  £20-  the  Two  Bells  in 
St.  George's,  at  £20-the  Slarr  without  St.  George's  Gate,  at  £11— the  Kings' 
Head  in  Wircheap,  at  £8— the  Blue  Boor  in  the  borough  of  Staplegate  at  £4 — 
and  the  Cross  Keys  in  St.  George's,  at  £21  per  annum." 
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agreed  to  pay  £30  per  annum,  but  in  1724  he  made  the  fee 
simple  his  own/  and  also  purchased  about  the  same  time  some 
of  the  licensed  houses.  From  this  period  to  1780,  no  books  or 
papers  are  preserved,  which  I  am  acquainted  with.  The  Inven- 
tory of  the  stock,  as  then  taken  by  our  grandfather  on  his 
joining  jVIr.  Thomas  Fenner,  is  La  my  keeping,  and  from  it  I 
extract  a  few  additional  particulars.  The  concern  now  num- 
bered nine  freehold  and  three  leasehold  houses,  with  fifteen 
others,  held  by  yearly  tenancy,  or  served  as  free.  As  only  old, 
or  stale  beer,  was  saleable,  the  stock  was  comparatively  enor- 
mous :  in  the  stores,  this  amounted  to  2250  bar.,  and  in  the 
cellars  of  the  pubHcans,  to  1900  bar.,  together  forming  an  item 
of  X6800  in  the  valuation.-  The  stock  which  it  was  then  cus- 
tomary for  a  publican  to  have,  appears  almost  incredible  ;  the 
total  in  three  ale-houses  in  the  city  was  no  less  than  193  butts, 
valued  at  £955. ^  In  the  "  Distilhouse  "  the  stock  was  small ; 
two  stills  were  in  use,  and  mention  is  made  of  a  thermometer 
and  "  hydromator."*  Cognac  Brandy  at  seven  shillings  and 
nine  pence,  and  "  English  Ginn  "  at  five  stullings  and  three- 
pence per  gallon,  aftbrded  sad  facilities  to  intemperance. 

Suificient  has  been  said  respecting  the  concern  on  the  retii'e- 
ment  of  Mr.  Thomas  Fenner  in  1801,  to  show  how  greatly  it 
had  increased  during  the  twenty-one  years  of  the  partnership. 
What  the  extent  of  trade  was  at  this  date  I  cannot  ascertain,^ 

1  The  inscription  to  the  engraving  is  not  precisely  correct. 

2  The  t'ullowiu^  lii'e  tlie  prices  oi  leading  articles.  Beer,  then  paying  a  duty 
of  7s.  lid.  per  b.irrel,  was  valued  at  33a'.  per  barrel.  Bai-ley  at  18s.  and  Mult 
at  27s.  per  qr.  Hops  at  t505.  per  cwt.  "  iiight  stout  di'awiug  horses  "  did  the 
work. 

■*  One  year  later,  I  find  this  stock  liad  increased  to  229  butts  of  beer,  charged 
at  £lw3U  !  1  !     Surely  the  solvency  ut'  tenants  was  then  a  matter  ot'  consequence. 

*  In  the  Inventory  I  tind  no  saccharometer,  probably  they  had  nut  used  it  tu 
ascertain^  tlie  quantity  of  "secret  (saccliarine)  mutter,"  as  a  wortUy  man,  who 
"  needed  no  explanation  of  the  instrument,"  once  remarked  to  the  writer  ! 

0  Beer  was  tlien  valued  at  37s.  per  barrel,  and  Malt  at  Q'Js.  per  quarter,  prices 
strangely  disproportiuued. 
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but  towards  the  close  cf  the  war  (1810-12)  it  had  reached 
12,000  barrels  per  annum.  The  scale  of  the  Brewery  then  I  will 
describe — A  domed  copper  of  108  barrels  with  a  closed  pan 
above  of  sixty  barrels  ;  mash  tun,  40  qrs.;  5  gyle  or  fermenting 
tuns  of  105  barrels  each;  one  store  vat  of  800  and  two  of  500 
barrels  each,  with  smaller  ditto  ;  a  steam  engine  of  eight  horse 
power.  1 

A  description  of  the  engraving  shall  now  be  given.  Tlie 
trade  residence—  during  eighty  years  the  home  of  the  Fenner 
family,  and  then  for  half  a  century  occupied  successively  by  Mr. 
Flint  and  his  sons  Eest  and  Abraham — was  newly  fronted  by 
Mr.  Thomas  Fenner  in  1783,  when  the  projecting  gable  heads 
were  cut  back,  and  the  roof  so  altered  as  to  conceal  its  original 
construction.  On  the  ground  floor,  the  window  on  the  right 
side  of  the  front  door  lighted  a  large  entrance  hall,  behind  which 
were  the  kitchen  and  domestic  offices  :  the  two  windows  on  the 
left  were  in  the  Parlour ;  and  in  its  rear  a  spacious  dining-room, 
built  when  the  alterations  alluded  to  were  made.  On  the  middle 
floor,  the  room  with  two  windows  in  front  over  the  haU,  was  the 
large  chamber ;  here  Mr.  Abraham  Flint  expired,  and  here  also, 
ninety-eight  years  previously,  his  mother  drew  her  first  breath  ! 
The  other  two  windows  in  front  were  in  the  Sitting  Eoom  or 
Library,  commanding  views  of  Harbledown  and  St.  Thomas's 
HiU  :  the  best  chamber  on  this  floor,  was  over  the  Dining  Eoom, 
and  in  the  upper  storey  were  four  other  bedrooms.  Bounding 
the  house  on  the  right  was  a  large  and  productive  garden,  and 
in  front  across  the  street,  a  pleasure  garden-  extending  to  the 

1  Tbat  first  erected  bj  Mr.  Penner  was  one  of  the  earliest  in  the  county ;  the 
crank  had  not  then  superseded  the  sun  and  planet  wheels.  Prefixed  to  the 
Brewing  Book  of  the  late  firm,  is  an  extended  history  of  the  Brewery,  compiled 
by  m<.'  a  few  years  since ;  it  will  interest  those  only  who  were  connected  with  the 

■  It  was  hounded  on  the  W.  by  the  residence  of  the  Carter  family,  who  for 
three  successive  generations  had  bron  the  leading  physicians  in  the  city. 
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river  Stour.  To  form  this,  two  houses  had  been  purchased 
by  Mr.  Fenner  in  1780  and  entirely  removed,  but  on  the 
sale  of  the  premises  in  1849,  the  purchaser  of  the  house  declined 
this  garden,  which  immediately  became  the  site  of  six  cottages  : 
thus  despoiling  the  dwelling  of  its  former  respectability.  The 
Erewery,  as  shown,  abutted  on  the  left  to  the  house,  and  by 
gates  of  entrance  was  separated  from  the  lofty  building  occupied 
wholly  by  a  worm  tub  of  700  barrels,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
frigeration. To  the  extreme  left  is  the  Counting  House,  with 
two  circular-headed  windows,  erected  in  1820,  and  far  superior 
to-any  other  office  in  Canterbury.^  In  it  the  Eeminiscent  passed 
thirty  years  of  his  Hfe.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  street  was 
the  Spirit  "Warehouse  and  Distillery.  The  coloured  Hthographed 
plans  taken  preparatory  to  the  disposal  of  the  concern  were  so 
admirably  drawn  that  the  site  of  the  entire  premises  may  always 
be  identified  -^  while  the  extended  "  Particulars  of  Sale  "  ac- 
curately describe  every  estate  then  connected  with  the  Brewery. 
Numerous  copies  of  each  are  preserved. 

1  Now,  the  Inland  Eevenue  Office,  for  the  city  and  surrounding  diatricfc. 

^  T\ie  frontage,  comprising  neai'iv  two  thirds  of  Hospital  Lane,  and  extending 
E.  wards,  on  the  S.  aide  of  Stour  Street,  to  the  adjoining  Brewery  of  Messrs. 
Eigden  and  Delmnr,  meaaiired  about  Wt)  feet. 
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ST.    DUNSTAN'S    BREWERY. 

APPENDIX     I.      Seep.(i5. 


These  premises  situated  on  the  E.  side  of  St.  Dunstan's  Street, 
and  directly  opposite  to  the  Church,  were  purchased  by  Messrs. 
FLES'T  and  KTNGSFORD  of  the  Trustees  of  the  late  JOHX 
ABBOTT,  Esq.  They  occupy  the  site  of  an  ancient  mansion, 
formerly  belonging  to  the  EOPEE  family,^  of  which  all  that 
remains  is  the  remarkable  gateway,  "  a  piece  of  curious  brick- 
work," now  the  entrance  to  the  Brewery,  and  seen  at  the  ex- 
treme right  of  the  accompanying  engraving.-  From  the  limited 
frontage,  it  would  not  be  supposed  that  the  trade  premises, 
which  reach  far  back,  are  as  extensive.  They  include  one  of 
the  largest  and  most  complete  malt-houses  in  E.  Kent.  Con- 
nected with  the  Plant  are  upwards  of  thirty  freehold  besides 
leasehold  estates. 

^  This  family  was  related  bv  marriage  to  that  distiDguished  statesman  Sir 
Thomas  More,"  styled  bv  Erasmus  "  The  Ornament  of  England,"  who  in  1535 
became  the  victim  of  a  sanguinary  tyrant.  His  beloved  daughter  Mrs.  Margaret 
Roper,  "  the  most  learned  woman  of  that  age,"  by  stealth  obtained  her  father's 
bead,  when  after  a  month's  exposure  on  London  Bridge  it  was  to  have  been 
ignominiousiy  consigned  to  the  river  beneath,  and  for  which  act  she  boldly  de- 
fended herself  before  the  Lords  of  the  Council.  On  her  death  nine  years  subse- 
quently, the  head,  which  she  had  kept  in  a  leaden  box,  was  interred  with  her  in 
the  Ropers'  vault  in  the  chancel  of  St.  Dunstan's  Church.  During  the  summer 
of  1835  the  vault  having  been  accidentally  opened,  Mr.  Frederick  Flint  seized 
the  opportunity  of  inspecting  it.  He  states  that  in  a  square  niche  in  the  wall, 
behind  an  iron  grating,  was  the  box,  of  a  beehive  shape,  having  an  aperture  in 
front  sufficient  to  admit  of  distinctly  seeing  the  still  perfect  skull,  once 

"  The  dome  of  thought— the  palace  of  the  soul." 
A  wood-cut,  with  a  full  description  and  historic  references,  appeared  in  the  Gen- 
tleman's Maijazine  for  May,  1837. 

■-  For  this  steel  engraving  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  F.  Flint,  with  whose  friendly 
aid  I  have  repeatedly  been  favoui-ed  in  my  researches. 
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The  revsidence  is  so  correctly  sketched  as  apparently  to  render 
any  remarks  superfluous,  yet  the  period  may  arrive  when  to 
descendants  the  following  brief  description  wiU  not  be  devoid  of 
interest.  Though  single  in  its  structure,  its  depth  is  such  as  to 
render  it  capacious.  On  entering  is  a  spacious  hall,  connected 
with  a  wide  passage  at  the  back  of  the  house,  ranging  its  entire 
length,  and  forming  the  communication  with  all  the  rooms  on 
the  ground  floor.  That  on  the  left  of  the  entrance  is  the  dining- 
room,  opening  with  a  noble  bay  window  to  the  garden  and 
lawn ;  immediately  over  this  is  the  drawing-room  of  similar 
dimensions,  but  with  an  ante-room  in  addition.  The  window 
on  the  right  of  the  front  door  lights  the  breakfast-room,  and  the 
two  beyond,  the  parlour ;  above  which,  lighted  also  with  two 
windows  and  adjoining  to  the  Brewery,  is  the  chamber  occupied 
by  my  uncle.'-  A  charming  pleasure  garden  with  greenhouse 
and  hothouse,  and  a  walled  kitchen-garden  connected  with  it  on 
the  north  side,  render  the  residence  complete. 

[^  There  were  four  other  rooma  on  this  floor,  and  five  in  the  upper  storey.] 


f2!;j^,;£^- 
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ittBcrip-ttcm  on  ^omb  in  ^shforl) 
dhxirckgarti. 

APPEiS^DIX    J.     Seep.iS. 

In  a  vault  beneath,  are  interred 

THOMAS    MAESH;    GEXT, 

Died    April    14.     1749 

JE  Q5  years. 

Also  Margaret  wife  of  the 

said   Thomas,   died   May   9,    1742 

Aged  54  years.     They  left  issue 

one  son  and  five  daughters. 

Sai'ah,  daughter  of  Thomas  Marsh 

Died  ZS^ov.  30,  1756 

Aged  35  years. 

ABEAHAZVI    FLINT,    GENT, 

Died  Nov.  27,  1777,  aged  65 

years.     Also  PrisciLLa  his 

wife,  who  died  June  16,  1782, 

Aged  65  years. 

They  left  issue  one  son,  Thomas. '^ 


Near  them  BENJAMIN  FLINT 

He  died  August  15,  1700,  aged  51  years. 

Also   Abraham   his   son,    who 

Died  Dec.  29,  1737,  aged  63  : 

Father  of  the  above  named  Abraham. 

1  This  was  copied  verbatim  from  the  panels  of  the  altar  tomb,  the  add  t  on 
■waa  made  when  the  alteration  took  place. 
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Inscription  on  tablet  in  Jlshforb  (Hhurch. 

See  p.  42. 


Sacred   to   the   memory  of  JAMES    FLOT,    GENT, 

and  SAEAH  his 

wife,  of  this  parish  :  whose  remains  are  deposited  in 

the  Family  Vault.     He  died  April  30th,  1791,  aged  75  years. 

She  died  May  13,  1786,  aged  67  years  : 

Left   issue   two   sons   and   one   daughter, 

JAMES,  SAMUEL,  and  ^iXRY. 

Also  to  the  memory  of  SAMUEL  FLLNT,  GE:N'T,  of  this 
place — son  of  the  above-named  James  and  Sarah  Flint — 
whose  remains  are  deposited  in  the  same  vault — now  be- 
neath the  font — who  died  4th  September,  1836,  in  the 
80th  year  of  his  age. 
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CEpttaph  on  tablet 

IN  THE  VESTRY  OF  KING  STREET  CHAPEL,  CANTERBURY. 
APPENDIX    K.     &ep.82.i 

"  I  DIE  IN  CHRIST." 


This  memorial  is  raised 
by   an   aifectionate   family 

in  remembrance  of 

]\Ir.  ABEAHAM  FLINT 

a  principal  founder  of  this  Christian  society,  and 

during  twenty-five  years 

its  tried  and  faithful  friend. 

Having  through  Divine  grace  honoured  his  profession  by 

a  holy  and  useful  life 

he  glorified  God  in  his  death 

and  joined  the  redeemed 

February  22nd,  1848, 

in  the  seventy-second  year  of  his  age. 

His  remains  are  interred  Ln  the  family  vault 

Shortwood ;  Gloucestershire. 


"  Lord,  I  have  loved  the  habitation  of  thy  house,  and 
the  place  where  thine  honour  dwelleth. " 

'  In  acceding  to  the  request  of  the  family,  I  was  gratifying  my  own  feelings, 
by  rendering  this  final,  though  imperfect  tribute  of  esteem  to  the  memory  of 
my  uncle. 
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Epitaph  on  ^abkt 

IN  BANK  BUILDINGS  CHAPEL,  WEYMOrTH. 
APPENDIX    L.      Seep.U4.^ 

FIDELIS    AD    URNAM. 


In  memory  of 

THE  EEV.  THOMAS  FLIXT 

Two  Years  Pastor  of  this  Church,  who  was  cut  off  in  the  midst 

of  usefulness 

The  31st  day  of  October  1819,  Ln  the  42nd  year  of  his  age. 

His  remains  were  deposited  by  his  own  desire^ 

In  the  burial  ground  of  this  Chapel. 

HE  WAS  A  MAX  OF  GOD. 

As  a  Christian 

Sincere,  Devotional,  and  Consistent  : 

As  a  Minister 

Eminently  devoted  to  the  service  of  his  Master  ; 

As  a  Husband,  Father  and  Friend 

Affectionate,  Judicious  and  Benevolent. 

The  people  of  his  charge 

Gratefully  record  their  admiration 

Of  his  character  and  talents 

On  this  Tablet 

The  memorial  of  his  bereaved  widow  and  children. 

1  It  waa  Mr.  Boswell  Beddome  of  Weymouth — the  valued  friend  ot  mv 
father — who  has  here  given  expression  bo  appropriately  to  the  aentiments  and 
feelinga  of  others. 
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Upon  their  hearts 
Is  engraven  more  deeply  than  on  marble 
The  estimate  of  his  worth. 
Where  I  am,  there  shall  also  my  servant  be."     John 


Crpitiiph  on  ^omb, 

AT  EBENEZEK  CHAPEL,  JIAEGATE.' 


Here  rest 

The  mortal  remains  of 

Mrs.  CATHEEIXE  HOLBEOW  FLI^'T 

relict  of  the 

Eev.  THOMAS  FLTXT 

late  of  "Weymouth 

who  with  a  hope  full  of  immortality 

departed  this  life,  March  18,  1844.     Aged  67. 

Her  hmnility  as  a  Christian, 

Her  devotedness  as  a  wife,  her  tenderness  as  a  mother,  and 

Her  fidelity  as  a  friend. 

Have  imparted  a  fadeless  lustre  to  her  character. 

On  the  hearts  of  her  sorrowing  children 

is  engraven 

More  deeply  than  on  this  memorial 

Their  estimate  of  her  worth. 

'    [Removed  to  the  Cemeleiy.     See  p.  127. 
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[Spitvtjjh  on  the  same  illoiub  at  the  Olemctcvy,  Jttargate. 
See  p.  127.' 


Also  of  THOMAS  EEST  FLDTT,  second  sou  of  the  above,  dur- 
ing forty  years  a  resident  in  Margate.  After  honourably  sustain- 
ing the  office  of  Deacon  in  tlie  Baptist  Congregational  Church  for 
nearly  thirty-two  years,  having  by  the  loveliness  of  his  disposi- 
tion and  the  sterling  qualities  of  his  character,  endeared  himself 
to  his  relatives,  the  church,  and  a  large  circle  of  friends,  he  fell 
asleep  in  Jesus,  Dec.  3,  18GS,  aged  sixty-three  years. 

"  When  Christ  who  i3  our  life  shall  appear,  then  shall  ye  also  appear 
with  him  in  glory." — Coloss.  iii.  4. 


(Elrititpli  an  <SS1€  (2r3i|i®iliyri:e|{,  on  the  same  'iomb, 
nt  the  Crmctcrj),  Jttnrgatc. 


In  fond  remembrance 

of 

BENJAMIN"    FRANCIS    FLINT, 

formerly  of  the  City  of  Canterbury, 

The  devoted  son.    The  affectionate  brother.    The  faithful  friend. 

The  humble  Christian. 

lUclily  gifted  in  intellect — unselfish  in  nature — 

patient  in  endurance — 

Firm  Ln  principle  ; 

His  life  was  consistency,  and  his  death  was  peace  : 

Giving  up  his  spirit  to  his  Eedeemer 

November    i,    1869,    in    his    70th    year. 


"  HIS   RECORD   IS   ON   HIGH."] 

1  Tliis  Epitnnh  w.a3  written  by  mv  brother  Jobn  Berry,  and  that  on  THS 
CHRONICLER  by  mvself.  — .    L.  F. 

19 


290    APPE>rDIX  M.         TICMOEE-END,  EOHSIEY. 


TICMOEE-END,    HORSLEY 

APPEJv^DIX    M.     Seep.\02. 


Although  my  brothers  and  sisters  are  so  familiar  ■with  this 
endeared  abode,  as  to  render  a  description  of  the  engraving 
unnecessary,  it  may  prove  interesting  to  their  descendants  :  and 
with  the  former,  revive  emotions  -which  -will  iind  appropriate 
expression  in  the  lines  of  Cowper, 

**  I  seem  to  have  liv'd  my  childhood  o'er  again  ; 
To  have  renewed  the  joya  that  once  were  mine." 

On  approaching  the  front  door,  mantled  with  jasmine  and 
roses,  the  window  on  the  right  lighted  the  Parlour ;  that  on  the 
left  the  Kitchen.  Immediately  over  the  former  was  the  Study ; 
adjoining  it  in  front  a  Bedroom,  and  over  the  Kitchen  the  Best 
Chamber.^  That  occupied  by  my  venerated  ancestors  was 
directly  behind  it — the  house  extending  considerably  in  this 
direction  and  resembling  in  form  the  letter  |_^  The  Attic  was 
divided  into  two  rooms. 

The  Garden — that  lovely  spot  whose  flowers  seemed  more 
fragrant,  and  fruits  more  delicious  than  all  others — was  a  large, 
square  plot,  waUed  round,  and  quartered  by  two  broad  grass 
walks,  iatersecting  each  other  at  its  centre.  The  lofty  elm,  and 
sombre  firs,  Uke  landmarks  were  distinguishable  far  distant, 
while  its  yew-tree  bowers,  and  shady  filbert  walks  recall  associa- 

'  Regarded  as  snored  by  many,  who  there  received  the  eounsela  of  their  dyinir 
Pastor.  •'     *= 


Tafim®mi=2ii'iaD,  nuAm  EDEsim. 


The  abode  of  the  Rev.  Benjamiu  Francis,  from,  its  erection  in  1,762  tc  the 
period  of  his  decease,  Dec.  H,  1799.  Here  also  Mrs.  F.  peacefully  closed 
her  days,  June  25,  1817. 

B.  F.  F.  1S48. 
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tioas  the  most  tender  and  affecting.  Truly  no  stately  edifice 
could  be  more  prized  by  its  possessor,  than  was  this  loTvly  abode 
by  my  ancestors  ;  nor  could  the  expiring  poet  bid  farewell  to 
earth  without  one  fond  allusion, 

"  My  loved  habitation  and  garden,  adieu  ! 
No  longer  my  footsteps  ye  greet ;"' 

The  house  Tvas  erected  in  1762  under  the  direction  of  tiia 
Eev.  B.  Francis,  and  rendered  permanently  the  property  of  the 
Church.  It  is  situated  on  high  ground,  but  not  sufficiently  on 
the  brow  of  the  hill  to  command  the  picturesque  scenery  sur- 
rounding it.  Ticmore-end  is  in  the  parish  of  Horsley — about 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  village — and  midway  between 
it  and  Shortwood. 

•  From  "The  Dying  Christian  bidding  adieu  to  the  WorlJ,"  by  Hr.  Frjncis. 
See  Eippon ;  Comprehensive  edition,  p.  653. 
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HOLLINGHAM    HOUSE. 

APPENDIX    N.     See  p.  103. 


The  situation  of  HoUiDgham  is  most  sequestered — on  sloping 
ground — half-way  between  Horsley  Cliurch  and  Ticmore-end. 
Previously  to  the  removal  of  my  parents  thither  at  Christmas, 
1 799,  it  had  been  the  residence  of  Captain  Davis,  and  on  their 
leaving  it  in  April,  1806,  it  became  the  abode  of  the  Eev.  — 
Hawkesworth  to  whom  such  extended  reference  is  made  in  the 
ilemoirs  of  the  Countess  of  Huntingdon.^  Referring  to  the 
engraving-  the  two  windows  on  the  right  of  the  front  door  were 
in  the  Best  Parlour — those  on  the  left,  in  the  Sitting  Eoom, 
and  that  beyond,  in  the  attached  building,  lighted  my  father's 
Study.  Over  the  Best  Parlour  was  the  Chamber  in  which 
myself,  my  eldest  sister,  and  brother  were  ushered  into  Hfe.  A 
large  garden,  orchard,  and  outbuildings  were  connected  with  the 
house.  It  is  now  converted  into  cottages,  and,  excepting  the 
remains  of  the  once  lovely  garden  with  its  stately  evergreens, 
bears  no  trace  of  former  comfort  and  respectability  :  yet  does  the 
snndial  above  the  door  (alas  !  with  its  gnomon  fallen)  teU  by  its 
monitory  inscription,  "  Pereunt  et  imputantur,"  that  departed 
occupants  had  prized  the  fleeting  moments,  and  loved  to  mark 
the  hand,  of  which  it  has  been  beautifully  observed,  that  it 
"  counts  only  the  hours  which  are  serene." 

1  He  died  there  in  1810.     See  Vol.  ii.  p.  188. 

2  T!le  insertion  of  this  iliustr.ition  is  a  delicate  and  affectionate  attention  on 
the  part  of  my  beloved  brother  Fenner  L.  Flint,  to  whom  I  am  whollj  indebted 
for  it. 
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FACSIMILES 

OF 

ANCESTRAL    AUTOGRAPHS. 

APPEXDIX     O.     Si^e  Pre/acf. 


Having  from  various  sources  collected  autographs  of  nearly  all 
our  ancestors,  it  occurred  to  me  that  fac-similes  of  these  would 
contribute  to  the  interest  of  the  volume.  I  have  accordingly 
arranged  them  in  the  order  of  descent — devoting  two  pages  to 
our  Hneal,  and  the  third  to  our  collateral  kindred.  It  'wiU  be 
seen  that  the  former  terminates  with  the  sixth  generation.  To 
have  entered  on  the  seventh  would  have  been  attended  with 
difficulties  :  I  therefore  recommend  that  each  branch  of  the 
family,  if  so  inclined,  prepare  a  page  of  its  own  to  interleave — 
and  in  this,  maternal  relatives  might  respectively  be  introduced. 
For  information  I  state,  that  these  were  lithographed  by  Mr. 
Monckton  of  Maidstone  at  the  charge  of  fourteen  shillings  per 
page  of  sixty  impressions.  The  method  I  adopted  in  preparing 
the  copy  was  the  foUowing  :  having  ruled  the  marginal  lines  of 
the  page  on  tracing  paper,  I  placed  it  with  a  weight  on  the 
autograph,  then  to  be  marked  over  with  a  sharply  pointed 
pencil.  On  removing  it,  and  inking  the  fac-simde,  the  utmost 
attention  was  of  course  paid  to  the  original.  When  the  charac- 
ter of  the  writing  was  minute,  I  dispensed  with  the  pencil,  using 
the  pen  only,  and  availing  myself  of  magnifying  power  to  ensure 
greater  accuracy. 
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I  cannot  allow  to  pass  unimproved,  the  last  opportunity  I 
shall  have  of  adding  a  remark  to  those  already  made  in  the 
Preface,  on  the  continuation  of  this  work.  When  the  fitting 
period  arrives,  little  labour  or  expense  would  be  incurred  in 
carrying  it  forward.  By  observing  the  plan  hitherto  adopted 
unity  of  design  would  be  preserved — type  as  nearly  similar  as 
practicable  should  be  used — the  numbering  of  the  pages  be  con- 
tinued— additional  illustrations  introduced,  if  desirable — and  the 
rebinding  the  book  with  the  appended  matter  would  then  render 
it  again  complete.  It  will  be  a  voluntary  act  on  the  part  of 
those  who  hereafter  bear  our  name,  if  they  bequeath  not  to  their 
descendants  a  history  more  extended  and  interesting  than  most 
which  are  possessed  by  famUies  occupying  a  far  higher  station  in 
life  than  themselves. 

I  have  resolved  to  follow  the  suggestion  of  a  friend,  who  has 
adopted  a  similar  course,  and  at  a  future  day  place  a  copy  of  the 
work  in  the  library  of  the  British  Museum.  The  publicity  in- 
volved would  be  imaginary  rather  than  real,  bat  the  preservation 
of  the  book  would  be  rendered  certain. 
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P  0  R  T  E  A  I  T  S . 

APPENDIX    P.    6^^.132. 


It  is  to  be  lamented  that  though  our  ancestors  possessed  both 
the  means  and  facilities  required,  they  have  in  no  instance 
transmitted  to  us  a  portrait  to  which  value  can  be  attached.^ 
During  my  father's  last  illness,  an  artist  was  employed  with  the 
hope  that  his  features  could  be  preserved  by  us,  but  it  was  too 
late ;  and  the  bitter  regret  then  experienced  led  me  to  resolve, 
that  should  my  circumstances  ever  admit  of  employing  superior 
talent,  I  would  secure  to  myself  portraits  of  my  beloved  mother, 
brothers,  and  sisters.  It  must  be  remembered  that  at  this  time 
nothing  had  been  attempted  in  Photography,  of  which  even 
more  than  of  Painting  we  may  feelingly  exclaim 

"  Blest  be  the  Art  that  can  immortalize," 

since  at  a  cost  within  the  means  of  the  humblest  individual  can 
now  be  secured  the  reflected  image  of  the  loved  one,  despite 
either  separation  or  death. 

In  accordance  therefore  with  this  determination,  in  1830  I 
accompanied  my  mother  to  London  purposely  that  she  might  sit 
to  Mr.  LinneU  of  Bayswater,  with  whom  I  had  been  previously 
acquainted.  Her  portrait  (15  x  11,  price  25  guineas)  was  re- 
tained by  him,  and  placed  in  the  Annual  Exhibition  of  that 
year,  then   held  at  Somerset  House.     As  opportunity  occurreil, 

^  I  have  miniatures  of  my  grund-[)arent3  :  th.it  uf  Mr.  Flint  recalls  him 
strongly  to  recollection. 
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each  of  my  family  sat  to  him  for  water-colour  sketches,  aud 
about  ten  years  after,  my  uncle  Abraham  Flint  was  taken  by 
Jlr.  L.  in  an  oil  painting  similar  in  size  to  my  mother's,  and  my 
own,  and  like  them  perfect  in  execntion.  It  was  to  the  circum- 
stance that  by  previous  arrangement  with  Mr.  L.,  £is  to  our 
meeting  his  convenience  with  respect  to  time,  these  portraits 
were  painted  on  such  reduced  terms.^  This  distinguished  artist, 
the  unrivalled  landscape  painter  of  the  English  School,  Uke 
many  of  the  old  masters,  has  engraved  some  of  his  works,  aud 
when  tlie  paintings  in  Buckingham  Palace  were  engraved,  the 
Queen  placed  the  whole  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Linnell 
and  his  talented  sons.  He  has  lately  retireil  to  a  charming 
residence,  "  Eed  Stone  Wood,"  Eeigate. 

^  His  pictures  are  frequently  realizing  high  prices.  "  The  Eve  of  tlie  Delug.'," 
his  chef-d'oeuvre  and  the  gem  of  the  Annual  Exhibition  in  184S,  sold  for  loOIJ 
guineas.  At  the  sale  of  a  valuable  collection  by  Messrs.  Foster,  Februarv  -D, 
1856,  "The  Wiudmdl"  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Walhs  for  £546,  and  "  Gilling- 
haul"  by  Messrs.  Colnaghi  for  £540.  On  the  disposal  of  Mr.  C.  Bircha  collec- 
tion, "The  R..ad  through  the  Wood  "  brought  415  guineas.  On  the  sale  of  '■  the 
celebrated  liedleaf  Collection,"  by  Messrs.  Christie  and  Maiison,  Aprd  '27,  1860; 
"a  splendid  landscape,  with  '  Duvid  slaying  the  Lion,'  by  J.  Linnell,  sold  lor 
770  guineas,"  and  "  a  grand  landscape,  '  The  Storm,'  for  4LM>  guineas."  I  meii- 
linn  these  facta  that  an  appropriate  value  may  be  attached  to  the  portraits  our 
f.imily  possess. 
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The  fact  that  three  of  oui  lineal  ancestors  had  married  into 
families  having  Armorial  Bearings,  led  me  to  hope  the  time 
would  arrive  when  some  member  of  the  Flint  family  would 
claim  the  Uke  honour- :  but  regarding  it  as  iuiprobable  that  I 
might  live  to  see  this,  on  completing  the  Table  of  Descent  witli 
the  engraved  Ai'ms  in  18G0,  I  carefully  prepared  a  document  to 
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accompany  it  whenever  application  might  be  made  to  tlic 
Heralds'  College.  Early  in  1865  my  esteemed  relative  Mr. 
Frederick  Flint  conferred  with  me  on  the  subject,  and  gave  that 
deference  to  my  opinion  which  I  cannot  fail  to  acknowledge. 
The  desideratum  was  to  obtain  the  grant  of  a  shield  on  which 
the  Arms  of  the  Pattenson,  Marsh,  and  Fenner  families  should  be 
combined,  instead  of  an  arbitrary  charge  which,  however  hand- 
some, would  be  entirely  void  of  significance.  That  which  con- 
tributed to  the  perfect  success  of  this  object  was  the  fortunate 
circumstance  that  Mr.  Eest  W.  FHnt,  through  a  mutual 
friend,  was  introduced  to  one  of  the  Heralds,  a  gentleman  whose 
courtesy  and  readiness  to  oblige  will  be  retained  in  pleasing 
remembrance. 

On  March  21,  1865,  the  follo-\ving  Grant  of  Arms  was  made 
to  "  Frederick  Flint,  Esq.,  of  St.  Dunstan's,  Canterbury,  to  be 
borne  and  used  for  ever  hereafter  by  himself  and  his  descendants 
with  due  and  proper  differences  according  to  the  Law  of  Arms. 
Per  Chevron  Vert  and  Sable  on  a  Chevron  engrailed  between  in  Chief 
two  Eagles  displayed  Argent  and  in  base  a fleur-delis  Or  a  Cross 
patde  Gules.  For  the  Crest — on  a  icreath  of  the  colours  In  front 
of  a  Horse's  Head  couped  Argent  gorged  with  a  Collar  fleury  counter 
fleury  Vert  three  Trefoils  also  Vert.  Motto,  Nomine  tantum  silex." 
The  Shield  is  one  of  singular  beauty,  whUe  the  charges  are  those 
borne  on  shields  to  which  I  hesitate  to  refer.  It  wiU  be  seen 
that  the  eagles  displayed  and  the  Cross  pattee  in  honours  point, 
represent  the  Fenners  :  the  fleur-de-lis  the  Pattensons,  and  the 
horse's  head  as  crest  the  Marshes,  the  colours  in  each  being  re- 
tained. This  union  of  the  three  families  is  prettily  symbolled 
by  the  three  trefoils,  "  emblematic  in  heraldry  of  perpetuity ; 
signifying  that  the  just  man  shall  never  wither. "^    In  the  choice 

'  See  Cluik  3  Henildrv,  Article  '■  Trefoil." 
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of  au  ordinary  tlie  chevron  was  preferred  from  its  being  borne 
by  two  families  of  Flint  and  possibly  of  common  origin  with 
our  own.  The  name  seemed  to  suggest  a  canting  motto,  "  Xo- 
mine  tantum  siles,"  In  name  only,  Flint :  never  may  the  taunt 
be  applied  to  one  who  shall  bear  it,  that  his  motto  and  his  dis- 
position are  strangely  at  variance.  One  other  reflection — if  the 
Arms  of  our  ancestors  are  worthy  of  being  borne,  their  names 
are  worthy  of  being  retained,  and  if  those  of  Pattenson,  Marsh 
and  Fenner  are  preserved  by  succeeding  generations,  these  Arms 
will  possess  a  greatly  increased  value  and  significance.  It  is 
thus  that  those  in  a  higher  grade  of  society  perpetuate  early 
family  names  in  connection  with  their  heraldic  distinctions. 

In  a  truly  generous  spirit,  Mr.  Frederick  Flint  expressed  his 
readiness  to  unite  with  my  brother  Abraham  Marsh  Flint,  or  to 
make  the  application  in  the  name  of  our  common  ancestor  the 
late  Thomas  Flint,  Esq.  :  neither  was  admissible,  and  the  grant, 
as  already  stated,  is  exclusively  to  himself  and  his  descendants. 
In  answer  to  a  further  inquiry  I  ascertained  that  should  Arms  be 
applied  for  by  another  branch  of  the  Flint  family  whose  position 
would  justify  the  application,  a  very  similar  sliield  would  be 
granted,  the  difference  being  only  sufficient  for  distinction,  and 
having  the  approval  of  the  present  Grantee.'- 

^  In  anticipation  of  this  I  liave  sketched  a  shield  which  has  had  the  approval 
of  M>.  F.  F.  This  with  explanatory  remarks,  the  table  of  descent,  and  a  copy 
of  the  Arms,  will  be  at  the  service  ot  a  future  appUcant,  to  be  submitted  to  the 
College . 
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-;Llthough  it  necessitates  a  further  allusion  to  myself,  I  must 
offer  one  other  suggestion  to  my  young  friends,  and  their  parents 
also,  provided  they  will  condescemiingly  take  a  hint  from  the 
CHEOXICLER.  Most  individuals  have  their  predilections  ; 
among  mine  has  been  a  peculiar  interest  in  the  observance  of 
anniversaii  :3,  a  taste  originated  I  believe  in  my  school  days,  by 
my  Master  habitually  reading  to  the  boys  while  at  breakfast,  the 
events  of  each  day  from  Butler's  Chronology.  Thus  the  births 
or  deaths  of  distinguished  characters,  leading  historical  events, 
remarkable  occurrences,  and  similar  facts  worthy  of  record,  were 
invitingly  presented  to  our  attention,  each  reference  being  ac- 
companied with  sufficient  descriptive  or  elucidatory  matter. 

A  book  so  loved  and  which  had  imparted  such  benefit 
could  not  be  laid  aside  with  boyhood,  nor  should  it ;  for 
"  though  principally  intended  for  youth,  and  as  an  incitement  to 
the  perusal  of  more  copious  historical  and  biographical  treatises, 
yet  it  is  presumed  that  even  the  veteran  in  literature  may  by  its 
pages  be  usefully  reminded  of  much  previously  acquired  know- 
ledge, and  led  into  new  trains  of  thought."^  Tears  however 
rolled  on  ere  it  occurred  to  me  that  by  inserting  on  the  margin 
against  the  day  of  date  any  event  of  particular  note  in  my  own 
history  or  that  of  my  kindred,  I  should  be  adding  a  new  feature 

1  Pief.icc  to  Bullcrs  Chronological  Eierciscs :  JjouJoii,   Longman  ami  Co. 
13th  edition,  12mo.  pp.  6'>'2.  price  7s.  6d. 
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to  the  worlv,  as  a  daily  auJ  most  iuteresting  remembrancer. 
The  plan  once  commenced  was  adhered  to,  the  additions  being 
continued  to  the  present  time.' 

I  trust  these  remarks  are  never  destined  to  meet  the  eye  of 
one  so  engrossed  in  the  pursuits  of  the  present — the  all-absorbing 
present,  as  to  liave  become  strangely  indifferent  to  the  past ;  his 
remembrances  and  sympathies  rarely,  if  ever,  extending  beyond 
liis  living  and  immediate  connections,  for  to  him  such  a  book 
would  be  valueless.  Not  so  with  myself.  The  enjoyment  of 
life  has  been  increased  by  daily  reference  to  those  pages  recalling 
loved  friends  and  relatives,  worthy  but  forgotten  ancestors,^ 
blissful  family  gatherings,  dehghtful  excursions  of  pleasure, 
striking  local  events,  memorable  religious  meetings,  with  other 
incidents  which  have  been  waymarks  in  the  onward  journey. 
This  pleasure  has  been  participated  in  by  my  brothers,  for  two 
of  whom  I  prepared  copies  of  Butler  with  marginal  readings,  and 
on  the  blank  leaf  of  each,  as  on  my  own,  inscribed  as  a  motto 
the  following  extract  from  "  Thoughts  on  Devotion,"  by  J.  Shcp- 
pard,  Esq. : — 

"  In  the  earliest  stages  of  life  we  can  have  but  few  private 
anniversaries.  The  year  is  comparatively  unmarked  by  memory, 
and  all  its  days  are  given  to  hope.     Even  the  birth-day,  which 

^  The  entries  should  not  be  sprend  along  the  mnrf^in  in  a  single  line,  but.- 
written  cnmpnctlv  in  two  or  three,  in  a  ncnt  and  sjiuxll  bund.  abbreTintion  beiii<j 
rc'.'-ir.lcd  ns  fnr  "as  prncticablu  ;  thus,  "  G"- futlier  Flint,  b.  Julv  28.  1745." 
"  B.F.F.  at  WutLM-loci,  July  11,  1828."  "Rail  to  G.nl'-  op''.  Fob.  6.  1846."  Of 
course  ncilhor  the  day  nor  the  month  need  be  repeated,  as  the  event  will  be  in- 
serted un  that  page. 

-  To  rescue  from  forjrel fulness,  and  in  imagination  to  re-i;)bserve  natal  days 
which  for  pfenerations  hod  seemed  to  have  perished,  has  yielded  me  a  luxury. 
Thus  have  I  recalled  that  of  our  honoured  and  pious  ancestor,  the  fir.-t  Abraham 
Flint.  How  long  was  the  niueteontU  of  March  (1675)  as  regular  a  red-letler 
day  with  the  family  as  Christmas  itself;  how  hearty  the  greetings  on  that  morn  ; 
how  cheery  the  old  dwelling,  despite  bleak  winds  and  lingering  winter  without  ; 
and  how  notably  did  that  tender,  loving  soul  Aunt  Molly,  by  her  attentions 
show  that  "  Father's  birth-day  "  was  never  to  be  slighted  !  Pleasing  imaginings 
these,  which  if  the  reader  chooses  may  give  place  to  a  more  serious  train  of  re- 
flection. [The  Chronicler's  "Butler"  is  carefully  preserved,  and  referred  to 
daily.] 
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is  early  distinguished  by  parental  notice,  and  the  new  year's 
day,  which  general  feeling  or  habit  observes,  are  rather  viewed 
in  connection  with  the  future  than  the  past.  But  the  memorable 
days  which  succeeding  years  will  recall,  must  multiply  for  each 
of  us  as  years  revolve.  There  arises  gradually  a  calendar  of  our 
individual  history :  and  its  anniversaries  are  far  more  affecting 
to  ourselves,  than  most  of  those  which  the  almanack  presents. 

•  a  calendar  thus  inscribed  stUl  noting  the  additional 

days  which  are  signalized  as  life  goes  on,  might  be  more  profit- 
able than  many  a  treatise.  It  would  be  the  briefest  and  most 
impressive  sort  of  diary." — Chap.  xxvi.  p.  293. 
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[In  order  that  these  valuable  and  interesting  Eelics  may  be 
known  to  descendants,  and  to  ensure  their  careful  preservation, 
I  have  furnished  the  following  list,  and  have  fixed  a  correspond- 
ing number  to  each  relic.  Any  of  them  may  thus  be  the  more 
easily  inspected,  and  the  whole  at  any  time  checked.  I  have 
also  appropriated  for  their  security  a  Milner's  fire -proof  Safe ; 
and  it  is  my  special  and  earnest  request,  that  they  be  not  re- 
moved from  this  place  of  deposit,  which  wUl  afford  ample  room 
for  additions.  Those  who  rightly  estimate  the  worth  of  these 
memorials  of  the  past,  wUl  not  regard  any  dilficulty  in  the  cus- 
tody or  occasional  removal  of  the  Safe. 

LIST  OF  EELICS. 

No.         Date. 

1.  16-1:2.     Eev.   J.   Dyke's   Treatise  on  the   Lord's   Supper. 

Seep.  11. 

2.  1664.     Trade  Token  of  Thomas  Flint.     See  p.  8. 

3.  1698.     Bible  of  Miss   Priscilla   Marsh,    (Mrs.    Abraham 

Flint)  in  two  vols.     Seep.  H. 
i.     1708.     Book  cover  with  signatures  of  Randolph  and  Ann 
Ludd. 

5.  1710. — 1777.     MS.  Eegister  of  births  and  deaths  in  the 

Fenner  family. 

6.  1719.      Original     Bond    and    Agreement    by    which    the 

Brewery  was  pui'chased,  with  other  ancient  and 
interesting  documents.     See  p.  1 98. 
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7.     1723.     Peed,  Young  and  others  to  Fenner  and  others. 
S.     1731.     Book  of  ]Moral    Songs,    belonging  to  Miss  Sarah 

Harsh.     Seep.  189. 
9.     1732.     Letter  of  Abraham  Flint  the  elder  to  his  danghtev 

Mary,  ("  Aunt  Molly  ").     See  p.  26. 

10.  1734.     Trade  Inventjry  of  Eandolph  Ludd.     See  p.  Ili. 

11.  1742.     Hook  for  Watch  and  Toilet  Case  of  Miss  P.  Marsh , 

the  gift  of  Mr.  Abraham  Flint.     Seep.  34. 

12.  1745.     Bond  of  Eest  Fenner  to  his  intended  wife,  Ann' 

Ludd.     Seep.  -201. 

13.  1746.     Letter  of  Thomas  Marsh,   Esq.  to  his  grandchild 

Thomas  Blackmore.     See  p.  184. 

1 4.  1749.     Copy  of  the  WiU  of  Mr.  Eobert  James.    See  p.i\. 

15.  1754.     Book   -with   MS.   sermon  (preached  at    Guildhall 

Street  Chapel),  which  belonged  to  Miss  Bridget 
Fenner  (Mrs.  Bowles).     See  p.  199. 

16.  1755  and  1774.     Two  Account  Books  of  Abraham  Fhnt 

(died  1777).     Seep.  33. 

17.  1760.     Ivory  bos  for  guineas  of  Eest  Fenner,  died  1795. 
13.     1765.     An  Elegiac  Poem,  by  EeT.  Benjamin  Francis. 

19.  1767.     Memorandum  Book  of  Eest  Fenner. 

20.  1766,1772,  and  1799.     Wedding  Eiugs  of  Mrs.  Francis, 

ISIrs.  Flint  (Miss  Mary  Fenner),  and  ilrs. 
Thomas  Flint  (Miss  C.  H.  Francis),  and  a  ring 
unknown.     See  pp.  101,  47,  240. 

21.  1778.     Letter  of  Mrs.  Abraham  Flint  (Miss  P.  Marsh),  to 

her  son  Thomas  Flint. 

22.  1780. — 1801.     Stock  Book  of  Eest  Fenner  and  Thomas 

Fenner,  also  of  Fenner  and  Flint.  See  pp.  48 
and  201. 

23.  1783.     Funeral   Sermon  on   the   death  of    Mrs.   Thomas 

Fenner,  by  the  Eev.  J.  Sheldon.     See  p.  205. 
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2i. 

1794. 

Trade  List  of  Mr.  Thomas  Flint.     Seep.  50.             | 

25. 

1796. 

Letter  of  Lady  Ann  Erskiae  to  ilr.  Thomas  Fenner    | 

25a 

1796- 

—1803.     Diary  of  the  Eev.  Thomas  Flint,  in  three  I 
vols.,  and  a  vol.  of  ]S"otes  of  Sermons.    Seep.  96. 

26. 

1799. 

MS.  of  the  Poem    "The   Conjugal  Voyage,"   by 
the  Eev.  B.  Francis.     See  p.  102. 

27. 

18U. 

Notes  of  Sermon  by  Mr.  Berry.     See  p.  212. 

28. 

1819. 

Funeral  Sermon  for  the  Eev.  Thomas  FUnt,  and  his  j 
Sermon  on  the  truth  of  the  Christian  Eeligion. 

28a. 

1826 

and  1829.      Diary  of  Miss  Hannah  Fhnt,  in  two 
pocket-books.     Seep.  86. 

29. 

1830. 

Memoir  of  Miss  Eliza  Flint.     See  p.  87. 

30. 

1840. 

Brief  Memorials  of  jVL-.  John  Berry.     See  p.  211. 

31. 

1841. 

Letter  of  Mrs.  Berry  (in  her  eighty-eighth  year),  to 
Mrs.  C.  H.  Flint.    Seep.  211. 

32. 

1842. 

Family  Memorial  presented  to  the  lEllt  CEhronickr, 
on   the  issuing  of  the    "  Brief  Eecords."     See 
Preface. 

33. 

1844. 

A  Biographical  Sketch  of  the  Eev.  Enoch  Francis, 
(died  1739-40,)  translated  by  the   Eev.   D.  L. 
Pughe.     Seep.  227. 

3i. 

1848. 

Six  Letters  received  by  '^hi;  ChronicUr  in   ac- 
knowledgment of  the  framed  engravings  of  "  The 
Family  House,  the  Brewery,  and  Ticmore-End.'' 

34a. 

Lithographed  Plans  and  Particulars  of  Sale  of  the 
Stour  Street  Brewery.     See  p.  281. 

35. 

1853. 

History  of  the  Baptist  Church,  King  Street,  Can- 

36. 

terbury. 

Eecords  of  Births,   &c.  of  the  Fenner  and  Ludd 

families ;  five  documents. 

"7. 

Silver  Buckle,  unknown. 

20 
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I  38.  Four  MS.  Sermons  by  Mr.  Abraham  Flint.     Died 

I  1848. 

j  39.     1676.     "WUl  of  Thomas  Flint,  our  Uneal  ancestor. 

>  40.     1737.     Wm  of  Abraham  Flint,         ditto. 

■  41.     1763.     Will  of  Abraham  FlLut,         ditto. 

I       Also  numerous  Letters  of  much  interest,  to  be  arranged,  and 

I  a  list  made  at  a  future  day. 

I       I  have  also  subjoined  the  following  interesting  and  precious 

Eelics,  that  their  existence  may  be  more  readily  recognized,  and 
!  their  possession  from  time  to  time  traced. 

j      ABEAHAM  OFFEEIiN'G  ISAAC.     Worked  by  Miss  Pris- 
j  cilia  Marsh,  about  1731.     See  p.  40. 

I       THE  XOSEGAY.     Supposed  to  have  been  worked  by  one 
\  itf  the  jVIisses  Ludd  of  Canterbury,  aunts  of  Grandmother  Flint, 

between  1735  and  1742.     See  jp.  201. 

YOUTH   AND    AGE.     Two  specimens  of   needlework  by 

the  Misses  Elizabeth  and  Mary  Ludd,  between  1735  and  1742. 

Seep.  219. 

MAP  OF  ENGLAND  AND  WALES.      Worked  by  Miss 

Mary  Fenner  (Mrs.  Flint),  at  Canterbury,  1765.     See  p.  55. 
I       GOLDFINCH  AND  FEUIT.     Worked  by  Miss  Ann  Fen- 
I   ner  of  Canterbury  (Mrs.  John  Berry),  about  1769.     See  p.  1V2. 
I       THE    MOENING    GOWN  of  Mr.   Abraham  Flint,    1777. 

Seep.  30.] 


-<^ 


ADDENDA.  JOHH  BEEHT  FLINT.,] 

JOHN   BEERY   FLINT. 

See  p.  149. 


It  is  a  matter  of  bitter  regret  to  me  that  not  one  of  my  brothers 
has  lived  to  see  these  Eecords  in  their  permanent  form.  And 
nothing  seemed  less  probable  than  that  my  beloved  brother  John 
Berry  should  be  among  the  number.  He  had  perused  the  first 
twelve  sheets  of  the  volume,  with  much  pleasure  and  interest, 
and  I  reasonably  expected  he  would  be  spared  to  welcome  its  com- 
pletion ;  but  alas,  he  too  has  passed  away,  and  of  the  fraternal 
band,  so  precious  in  life,  so  sacred  to  memory,  I  alone  remain. 
The  shock  of  his  almost  sudden  decease  has  been  great  to  sur- 
vivors. He  imprudently  over-exerted  himself  as  Chairman  of 
the  Margate  Liberal  Committee,  at  the  General  Election  in 
February  last,  and  a  neglected  cold  brought  on  acute  bronchitis, 
which  proved  fatal  within  a  week  of  its  appearance.  He  most 
peacefully  resigned  his  spirit,  Friday,  February  27,  187i,  at  two 
o'clock  p.m.,  aged  sixty-seven  years.  I  heard  of  his  dangerous 
condition  only  the  previous  evening,  and  hurried  to  Margate, 
happily  in  time  to  be  favoured  with  a  short  interview.  His 
lucid  intervals  were  marked  by  "  perfect  peace,"  and  "  I  know 
whom  I  have  beUeved,"  was  one  of  his  last  utterances.  He  died 
as  he  had  lived — a  Christian. 

The  deepest  regret  at  his  demise  was  expressed  by  all  classes 
in  the  town  he  had  resided  iu  during  forty-six  years,  and  at  his 
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funeral  on  the  following  Friday,  the  high  esteem  in  which  he 
was  held  was  evinced  by  a  large  attendance- of  his  fellow-to-mis  ■ 
men  and  every  manifestation  of  respect.  The  corporation,  the 
clergy,  ministers,  and  inhabitants  joined  the  procession  to  the 
cemetery,  and  many  tradespeople  partially  closed  their  places  of 
business.  The  Eev.  J.  Drew,  who  officiated,  supplied  a  brief 
memoir  to  the  Margate  Gazette,  which  also  reported  the  sermon 
preached  by  him  the  following  Sunday.^  I  defer  any  analysis  of 
my  brother's  character  till  a  future  occasion,  and  insert  here  the 
testimony  rendered  to  his  worth  by  the  Editor  of  the  above 
journal,  who  had  known  him  for  many  years. 

"  Within  a  few  hours  of  our  going  to  press,  the  grave  closed 
over  the  mortal  remains  of  one  who  in  life  was  deservedly  re- 
spected by  the  inhabitants  for  his  public  and  private  virtues. 
(3Lir  fellow-townsman,  whose  decease  we  all  unite  in  lamenting, 
and  ydih  whose  public  character  we  have  had,  perhaps,  a  longer 
acquaintance  than  many,  claims  at  our  hands  a  respectful  and 
sincere  tribute  to  his  memory.  It  will  be  hardly  necessary  to 
state  that  on  both  political  and  religious  questions  he  did  not 
reflect  our  views.  As  a  Liberal  and  Nonconformist,  however,  he 
embraced  the  principles  of  each  with  firmness,  consistency,  and 
deep  sincerity.  He  exercised  his  judgment,  and  arrived  at  his 
conclusions  thoughtfully.  Above  the  mere  influence  of  party 
feeling,  and  unselfish  in  the  steps  he  was  led  to  take,  he  perse- 
vered to  the  end  in  every  enterprise  which  promised  to  his  view 
benefit  to  the  community  in  which  he  lived.  His  zealous  sup- 
port of  every  measure  which  he  felt  to  be  essential  to  the  well- 
being  of  Margate  wiU  be  ever  remembered  by  us,  and  the  cause 
of  religion  will  be  unable  to  find  a  warmer  advocate  than  the 
gentleman  whose  death  we  deplore.  He  was  for  many  years 
the  principal  Deacon  and  a  chief  supporter  of  the  Baptist  com- 
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munity  in  this  towii^  from  •whose  miilst  the  loss  will  be  most 
keenly  felt,  and  a  gap  created  which  will  not  easily  be  filled  up. 
But  he  was  also  a  public  man  in  the  best  sense  of  the  term.  His 
political  opinions  were  consistently  upheld,  and  he  never  flinched 
from  expressing  them  where  he  thought  it  was  his  duty  to  break 
silence.  It  is,  however,  his  public  career  as  a  Mayor  and  a 
Magistrate  that  demands  special  notice  at  our  hands.  Four 
times  he  filled  the  Mayor's  chair,  and  brought  to  the  dischargo 
of  the  duties  of  his  office  many  valuable  qualities.  Painstaking 
and  just  in  dealing  with  every  question  submitted  to  his  judg- 
ment as  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  our  borough,  he  left  nothing  for 
us  to  desire.  His  general  excellence  in  this  important  capacity 
is  universally  acknowledged.  It  was  his  happy  lot  to  be  the 
fii-st  Englishman  who  officially  greeted  the  amiable  and  virtuous 
Princess  who  came  from  Denmark  eleven  years  ago  to  link  her 
fortunes  with  those  of  the  Heir  to  the  Throne  of  the  British 
Empire.  On  her  sea  passage  to  the  Metropolis  he  had  the 
honour,  accompanied  by  the  Aldermen  and  Councillors  and  other 
dignitaries  of  the  borough,  of  presenting  to  her  an  address, 
which  led  the  way  to  other  similar  addresses,  expressive  of 
England's  hearty  interest  in  her  welfare.  And  the  Alexandra 
Homes  stand  to-day,  and  wiU  stand,  we  hope,  for  many  an  age, 
a  witness  and  monument  of  the  loyalty  of  Margate.  But  in  his 
magisterial  duties  continually  he  was  to  the  last  a  good  and  a 
just  man.  He  viewed  them  in  their  proper  light,  and  shrank 
from  dealing  'with  so  grave  a  matter  as  the  administration  of  the 
law  with  haste,  incaution,  or  indifference.  His  private  virtues 
were  great.  He  would  do  good  wherever  he  saw,  or  thought  he 
saw,  that  his  assistance  was  needed  ;  or  coidd  he  be  of  any 
service  to  his  fellow-men,  he  was  always  ready.  Over  such  a 
man  we  justly  mourn.  He  claims  our  grateful  remembrance. 
His  own  immediate  friends  know  best  what  they  have  suffered 
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by  the  lamented  death  of  Mr.  Flint.  We  do  not  forget  that  he 
had  been  for  some  time  in  feeble  health,  and  that  possibly  the 
exertion  consequent  on  the  recent  General  Election,  in  which  he 
took  a  leading  part  in  Margate,  might  have  accelerated  his  death. 
An  active  man  is  likely  to  wear  himself  out  too  soon ;  and  when 
the  consummation  has  arrived,  we  all  see  more  distinctly  the 
value  of  what  we  have  lost,  and  mourn  in  vain  over  treasures  we 
cannot  restore." — F.  L.  F.,  May,  1874. 
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In  reprinting  the  following  sermon,  filial  veneration  has  not 
been  the  exclusive  motive.  Its  subject  is  one  of  paramount  and 
universal  interest,  free  from  every  peculiarity  of  doctrine  dis- 
tinguishing the  different  sections  of  the  Christian  Church,  and 
therefore  entitled  to  the  attention  of  all  who  may  possess  this 
volume,  irrespective  of  age  or  creed.  As  the  title-page  states,  it 
■was  preached  at  "  Ebley  Chapel,"  near  Stroud  ;  the  scene  of  the 
life-long  labours  of  that  "  earnest "  and  popular  minister  the 
Eev.  Benjamin  Parsons ;  the  "  monthly  lecture  "  then  being 
sustaiaed  by  the  union  of  three  denominations  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood. It  is  desirable  to  observe,  the  corrections  in  the 
reprint  are  only  such  as  would  have  been  made  by  the  author, 
had  the  sermon  passed  into  a  second  edition  :  not  a  sentence  has 
been  added  or  expunged. 
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PREFACE. 


X  HE  Author  of  this  Sermon  apologizes  to  the  Public  for  recall- 
ing their  attention  to  a  subject  which  has  been  so  frequently 
and  seriously  considered,  has  interested  so  much  talent  of  a 
superior  order,  and  in  works  of  the  first  distinction  has  been  so 
ably  and  powerfully  defended.  He  would  not  have  obtruded 
this  discourse,  but  at  the  request  of  the  Society  before  which  it 
was  preached,  and  the  earnest  solicitude  of  friendship.  To  the 
candour  of  the  Eeader  it  is  humbly  submitted  ;  and  if  it  be  but 
subservient  to  instruct  the  thoughtless,  to  reclaim  the  infidel,  to 
establish  the  wavering,  and  to  comfort  the  Christian,  its  author 
will  be  perfectly  satisfied';  although  it  may  not  pass  the  ordeal 
of  severe  criticism,  nor  acquire  the  meed  of  literary  commenda- 
tion. 


Uley, 
December,  1810. 
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FOR  WE  HAVE  NOT  FOLLOWED  CUNNINGLY  DEVISED 
FABLES. 

T 


TV 


E  are  now  permitted  to  witiniraTV  from  the  duties  and  cares 
of  life,  that  we  may  dedicate  an  hour  to  oiir  immortal  welfare  ; 
and  the  subject  which  invites  our  attention,  claims  superiority 
to  every  poiat  of  speculation.  "We  are  not  to  select  from  the 
Christian  Scriptures  any  single  doctrine  or  duty,  hut  we  are  to 
grasp  the  volume  itself ;  we  are  to  maintain  the  divinity  of  that 
revelation  which  is  the  light  of  truth,  the  standard  of  practice, 
the  pillar  of  faith,  and  the  fountain  of  felicity. 

It  is  to  this  object  our  text  refers ;  and  the  high  eatimation  of 
the  apostle  for  that  testimony  which  himself  and  his  companions 
in  labour  had  received  from  the  lips  of  their  Lord,  is  fully  jus- 
tified. It  is  preferable  to  all  the  fiction  of  Jewish  fable  con- 
cerning the  temporal  kingdom,  the  sumptuous  feasts,  and  the 
carnal  pleasures,  of  Messiah's  reign.  It  contains  authenticated 
truth,  unlike  the  fancies  of  the  Greeks  in  the  generation  and 
exploits  of  their  gods,  the  flights  of  their  poets,  the  prophecies 
of  their  sybils,  and  the  pretended  authority  of  their  oracles. 
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The  apostles  of  Christ  could  appeal  to  the  earth  and  to  tho 
heavens  to  confirm  this  declaration,  "  that  God,  who  at  sundry 
times  and  in  divers  manners  spake  in  time  past  unto  tlie  fathers 
by  the  prophets,  hath  in  these  last  days  spoken  unto  us  by  his 
Son."  Addressing  themselves  to  the  Jews,  they  might  affirm, 
that  if  "the  law  were  given  by  Moses,  grace  and  truth  came  by 
Jesus  Christ ;"  attacking  the  superstitious  prejudices  of  the 
Greeks,  they  might  utter  this  triumph,  "  Where  is  the  wise, 
where  is  the  scribe,  where  is  the  disputer  of  this  world]  Hath 
not  God  made  foolish  the  wisdom  of  this  world  V 

The  doctrine  of  our  text  is  simply  this,  that  the  system  of 
reKgion  taught  by  Jesus  Christ  is  not  a  human  invention,  but 
contains  the  evidence  of  a  divine  revelation  ;  and  it  is  this  doc- 
trine we  are  to  establish  and  to  enforce. 

FIRST,  We  are  TO  ESTABLISH  THE  TEUTH  OF  THE 
CHEISTIAX  EELIGIO]^". 

That  distinguished  Personage  denominated  the  Son  of  God, 
came  into  this  world  from  the  Source  of  all  truth,  to  publish  the 
doctrines  he  taught,  to  institute  the  precepts  he  enforced,  to 
disclose  the  prospects  he  unfolded,  and  to  confirm  the  whole  of 
his  testimony  by  indubitable  evidences ;  and  it  is  this  doctrine 
we  are  to  establish. 

The  possibilitij  of  such  a  revelation  from  heaven  cannot  be 
disputed  :  that  infinite  Being  who  has  imparted  to  mankind  the 
power  of  communicating  theii'  ideas  to  one  another  with  so  much 
facility,  must  possess  all  the  necessary  means  of  conferring  on 
them  those  instructions  which,  by  the  utmost  efforts  of  their 
own  faculties,  they  could  never  acquire ;  and  the  many  preten- 
sions which  have  been  made  to  a  revelation  from  God,  with 
their  ready  reception,  prove  that  a  great  part  of  mankind  have 
not  thought  a  revelation  impossible. 

But  a  revelation  is  as  probable  as  it  is  possible.     We  might 
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argue  its  probability /rom.  the  nature  of  God.  If  he  bas  dis- 
covered such  an  interest  in  the  happiness  of  Iiis  creatures,  exe- 
cuting the  works  of  creation  and  the  dispensations  of  providence, 
so  as  to  supply  our  mortal  necessities  with  the  utmost  liberality, 
may  we  not  reasonably  expect  he  would  indulge  an  ardent  affec- 
tion for  the  immortal  mind^  Is  it  supposable  he  would  so 
bountifully  bless  the  perishing  dust,  and  leave  the  imperishable 
spirit  to  ignorance,  delusion,  and  destruction  1 

Its  probability  may  be  argued  from  tlce  dmracter  and  circui/t- 
stances  of  manJcind.  In  the  great  mass  of  human  beings,  we 
discover  that  indifference  to  religion,  those  early  prejudices, 
violent  passions,  and  inveterate  habits  of  vice,  which  incapaci- 
tate them  for  an  impartial  LnquLry  after  truth  ;  and  as  to  those 
whose  morals  are  less  vitiated,  they  are  so  entangled  in  secular 
■■iffairs,  that  they  have  as  little  disposition  as  opportunity  to 
explore  the  great  principles  of  natm-al  rehgion.  Many  points  of 
the  utmost  moment  the  most  laborious  researches  could  not  dis- 
cover ;  and  if  the  inquirer  could  satisfy  himself,  yet,  from  the 
nature  of  his  arguments,  and  the  standard  of  the  capacities  of 
men,  he  would  find  it  impossible  to  make  his  conceptions  intelli- 
gible. From  what  sources  could  he  derive  his  motives  to  enforce 
assent  and  obedience  ]  His  own  authority  would  be  opposed  by 
the  prejudices  of  his  students ;  his  own  certainty  would  be  con- 
tradicted by  their  various  opinions  ;  and  as  to  the  power  of  the 
magistrate,  this  he  dare  not  introduce,  for  personal  liberty  to 
think  for  ourselves  is  founded  on  the  basis  of  natural  right.  But 
how  few  of  aU  the  ancient  philosophers  felt  an  earnest  interest 
iu  the  great  science  of  religion  !  Of  many  of  the  most  important 
points  they  were  entirely  ignorant,  of  others  extremely  dubious  ; 
and  as  to  those  which  had  any  shade  of  truth,  there  was  want- 
ing the  power  of  application,  and  therefore  they  scarcely  effected 
any  reformation,  as  is  evident  from  the  remarkable  wickedness 
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I  of  Greece  ixi  the  age  of  Socrates  and  Plato,   and  the  extreme   \ 

I  depravity  of  Eome  in  the  days  of  her  principal  philosophers.  \ 

\        But  we  may  argue  the  probability  of  revelation  from  the  in-  i 

i  sufficiency  of  reason  on  religions  subjects,  although  it  were  culti-   ; 

I  vated  to  its  highest  degree.     In  those  centres  of  -wisdom  and 

learning  to  the  heathen  world,  Athens  and  Eome,  we  see  the  | 

i  intellect  of  man  immersed  in  the  grossest  darkness,  and  enslaved  i 

I  by  the  most  corrupt  idolatry.     The  Greeks  and  the  Eomans  had  j 

I  cultivated  the  arts  of  oratory  and  poetry,  history,  architecture,  j 

i  and  sculpture,  to  the  highest  perfection ;    they  had  made  no 

I  inconsiderable  advances  in  natural  and  in  moral  philosophy ; 

i  but  as  to  religious  knowledge,   they  were  "without  God,   and    i 

j  without  hope  in  the  world,  having  their  understanding  darkened,    j 

i  alienated  from  the  life  of  God  through  the  ignorance  which  was   j 

!  in  them,  owins  to  the  blindness  of  their  hearts."     What  an    ■■ 

I 

I   affecting  picture  is  exhibited  in  the  sports  of  the  gladiators,  in   j 
licentious  divorce,  in  exposing   infants,   in  devoting  slaves  to 
combat  with  wild  beasts,  and  in  the  pubUc  establishment  of 
brothels.     Plato  justifies  drunkenness  at  the  feasts  of  Bacchus,    j 
and  recommends  a  community  of  women.     Xenophon  tells  us    | 
that  the  impurity  most  odious  was  authorized  by  the  laws  of   \ 
several  Grecian  states.     Cato  commends  fornication.     Aristotle    ! 
and  Cicero  censure  the  forgiveness  of  injuries  as  meanness  and   I 
cowardice.     Socrates  talked  of  sacrificing  a  cock  to  Esculapius, 
and  composed  hymns  in  praise  of  ApoUo  before  he  died.     In 
the   mythology  of  the  old  heathen  world,  you  perceive  a  poly- 
theism composed  of  30,000  deities.     They  attributed  to  their 
principal  gods   and  goddesses  the  most  depraved  passions — un- 
natural lust,  violent  anger,  serpentine  cunning,  implacable  re- 
\   sentment,  malignant   revenge,   and   sanguinary  murder :    "  the 
(   world  by  wisdom  knew  not  God  :"  "  professing  themselves  to  be 
I   wise,   they  became  fools  ;  and  changed  the  glory  of  the  uncor- 
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■  ruptible  God  into  an  image  made  like  to  cori-uptible  man,  and  to 
;  birds,  and  four-footed 'beasts,  and  creeping  things.  "VVberefore 
'   God  also  gave  them  up  to  uncleanness." 

And  as  to  the  probability  of  a  revelation  for  the  benefit  of  the 
"i  Jeivish  church,  this  might  be  argued  from  the  imperfection  of  its 
religion  inducing  the  hope  of  a  better  and  more  perfect  dispensa- 
tion :  and  in  that  "volume  of  revelation  it  possessed,  there  were 
prophecies'of  a  more  complete  state  of  things,  which  might  at 
some  future  period  be  expected,  and  therefore,  at  the  time  of 
«ur  Saviour's  appearance,  the  Jews  indulged  a  hope  that  Messiah 
would  come  to  advance  their  knowledge,  resolve  their  doubts, 
restore  their  independence,  and  perfect  the  system  of  their  reli- 
gion. The  woman  of  Samaria  spake  not  only  her  own  opinion, 
but  the  sentiment  of  them  all,  when  she  said,  "  I  know  that 
Messias  cometh,  which  is  called  Christ ;  and  when  he  is  come, 
he  will  teU  us  all  things." 

'  But  if  a  revelation  from  God  is  both  possible  and  probable,  by  i 
Vg'hat  kind  of  evidence  might  we  suppose  it  would  be  attested  j 
I  that  Christianity  was  this  dispensation '?  Christianity  is  sup-  | 
;  ported,  as  might  reasonably  have  been  expected,  by  internal  | 
1  and  external  testimonies,  by  its  own  intrinsic  proofe  of  divinity,  i 
I  and  by  many  extrinsic  evidences — such  as  prophecy,  miracles,  its 
propagation  and  success  in  the  world,  &o. 

I.  We  are  to  consider  tlie  internal  testimony  to  the  truth  of 
\  Christianity.  "  When  the  fulness  of  time  was  come,  God  sent 
!  forth  his  Son."  "  It  is  a  faithful  saying,  and  worthy  of  all 
I  acceptation,  that  Jesus  Christ  came  into  the  world  to  save 
I  sinners."  These  are  assertions  we  shall  not  stop  to  prove,  be- 
!  cause  they  are  attested  by  profane  as  well  as  sacred  historians, 
b','  the  consent  of  enemies  as  well  as  friends. 

We  notice  the  character  of  Christ.     If  a  person  were  to  make 
I'lis  appearance  with  high  pretensions  to  a  divine  delegation,  his 
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character  would  be  a  commanding  consideration ;  we  might 
expect  to  see  the  proofs  of  his  mission  in  the  qualities  of  his 
mind,  the  tenor  of  his  conversation,  and  the  habits  of  his  hfe. 
Examine  the  character  of  Christ :  how  innocent  and  inoffensive 
— what  perfect  simplicity  and  integrity,  united  to  consummate 
prudence — what  genuine  and  substantial  piety  to  God — how 
liberal  and  disinterested  in  his  benevolence  to  man — how  im- 
maculately pure  and  holy — what  meekness  and  gentleness,  with 
inflexible  iirmness  and  fortitude — what  patience  and  persever- 
ance through  a  series  of  duties  the  most  arduous,  and  trials  the 
most  formidable  !  His  temperance  has  not  the  dark  shades  of 
austerity ;  his  meekness  does  not  degenerate  into  apathy ;  his 
humility  is  signal,  amidst  a  splendour  of  qualities  more  than 
human  !  Never  before  was  there  a  character  at  the  same  time, 
so  strilving  and  natural,  so  resplendent  and  pleasing,  so  amiable 
and  venerable  !  There  is  a  peculiar  contrast  in  it,  between  an 
awful  greatness,  dignity,  and  majesty,  and  a  most  conciliating 
loveliness,  tenderness,  and  softness.  Now  he  converses  with 
prophets,  lawgivers,  and  angels  :  and  then  he  endures  the  dul- 
ness  of  his  disciples,  and  the  blasphemies  of  the  multitude  !  At 
one  time  he  calls  himseK  "greater  than  Solomon ;  before  Abra- 
ham was,  I  AM ;  one  who  can  command  legions  of  angels  ; 
the  Son  of  God,  who  shall  sit  on  his  glorious  throne  to  judge 
the  world  :"  at  another,  we  find  him  caressing  young  children — 
"  not  lifting  up  his  voice  in  the  street  ■"  "  not  breaking  tlie 
bruised  reed,  nor  quenching  the  smoking  flax."  Look  at  Jesus, 
and  you  see  him  who  penetrated  the  recesses  of  the  heart  ;  rec- 
tified aU  the  false  prejudices  of  the  mind ;  pierced  the  hiddcm 
mysteries  of  futurity ;  exercised  a  sovereignty  on  earth  and  in 
lieaven  :  held  in  his  hands  the  keys  of  Hfe  and  death,  of  heavc:n 
and  hcU  ;  claimed  the  prerogatives  of  Deity ;  received  homage 
from   men   and  angels ;    appealed   to  God   in   this   language   0/ 
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exalted  confidence — "  Thou  lovedst  me  before  the  foundation  of  ', 
the  world ;"  and  yet  how  humble,  gentle,  patient,  affable,  bene-  | 
volent,  and  pious  !  This  is  a  character  fairer  than  the  morning 
star ;  more  splendid  than  the  meridian  sun.  And  is  it  possible 
that  such  unparalleled  excellence  would  fabricate  a  falsehood  ; 
or  assert  a  claim,  to  a  divine  mission,  if  he  were  not  confident  it 
was  his  distinguished  office  ?  We  believe  his  own  declaration — 
"  I  am  come  forth  from  God,  and  am  come  into  the  world  :  I 
am  come  in  my  Father's  name." 

The  doctrine  Christ  taught,  and  instructed  his  disciples  to  pro- 
pagate, justifies  his  pretensions.  If  he  really  came  down  from 
heaven,  his  mind  must  be  conversant  with  celestial  things ;  his 
conceptions  of  divine  truths  must  be  the  most  elevated  and 
accurate ;  his  instructions  must  be  replete  with  wisdom.  This 
■divine  Teacher  so  positively  asserts  the  existenee  of  God,  as  to 
confute  all  the  atheistical  suspicious  of  those  philosophers  whose 
glimmering  reason  shed  so  faint  a  light  that  they  could  not  per- 
•  -•eive  the  being  of  an  intelligent  First  Cause.  The  wild  specula- 
tion of  those  who  denied  the  creation  of  the  world,  and  asserted 
the  eternity  of  matter,  was  condemned  by  the  doctrine  of  Christ, 
which  ascribed  universal  existence  to  the  operations  of  the  in- 
:linite  God.  The  absurd  notion,  that  there  were  two  paramount 
•orinciples  in  the  universe,  the  benevolent  and  the  malignant, 
and  that  by  their  discordant  administration  all  the  affairs  of 
^mortals  were  conducted ;  and  that  doctrine  of  horror,  that  there 
>'s  no  providential  government,  but  that  every  thing  results  ac- 
i.ndentally,  Christ  contradicted,  by  displaying  the  throne  of  the 
infinite  Potentate,  and  his  omnipotence  in  executing  all  things 
.according  to  the  counsel  of  his  own  wUJ,  swaying  in  his  hand 
that  sovereign  sceptre  which  governs  the  rational  and  the  irra- 
tional world,  which  dictates  laws  to  angels,  administers  events  ' 
t(3  mortals,  and  disposes^of  the  animate  tribes.     The  illustration 
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wliich  Christ  gave  of  the  moral  character  of  God,  was  infinitely 
superior  to  those  rude  and  disgusting  portraits  of  deity  depicted 
by  heathen  sages.  They  painted  their  gods  in  all  the  colours  of 
impurity  ;  they  shaded  the  picture  with  the  passions  of  anger, 
mahce,  and  revenge;  but  Christ  discovers  his  Father  to  oui 
view  in  the  consummate  holiness  and  rectitude  of  his  nature,  in 
the  infinite  tranquillity  and  benignity  of  his  being.  The  united 
talent  of  aU  the  wise  men  who  preceded  Christ,  has  never  given 
us  such  a  striking  representation  of  the  glorious  God ;  and  if  it 
be  now  examined  by  the  powers  of  men  combined,  they  cannot 
detect  one  imperfection. 

The  doctrine  of  Christ,  as  it  relates  to  human  nature,  demands 
GUI  consideration.  If  the  doctrine  of  Christ  be  divine,  it  musi: 
involve  their  dearest  interests  to  whom  it  is  directed  :  and  in 
order  that  man  may  realize  the  blessings  it  was  designed  to  con- 
fer, it  was  indispensable  that  the  Saviour's  knowledge  of  human 
nature  should  be  equally  extensive  and  accurate.  Christ  dissects 
the  heart  of  man  ;  he  exposes  to  our  view  its  most  concealed 
parts  and  hidden  principles  :  that  moral  fountain  in  the  breast 
of  man,  he  fully  discloses  in  the  variety  of  its  dispositions ;  that, 
passion  for  sensible  objects  which  governs  the  conduct  of  man 
he  charges  on  the  conscience,  and  we  feel  its  equity ;  that  in- 
difference to  the  immortal  soul  which  discovers  human  nature  ia 
the  sleep  of  iusensibUity  on  the  brink  of  death,  Christ  awakens, 
and  we  feel  the  alarm ;  he  argues  and  expostulates  with  that, 
fatal  procrastination  which  defers  matters  of  an  infinite  moment, 
to  an  uncertain  to-morrow.  If  the  conceited  moralist  addi-ess 
himself  to  Christ,  he  knows  by  what  instrument  to  pierce  his 
heart,  and  he  uses  it  with  irresistible  effect ;  if  the  infidel  Sad- 
ducee  propose  to  Christ  the  questions  of  his  impertinent  fancy, 
his  answers  till  the  querist  with  astonishment;  if  the  crafty 
Ilcrodians   endeavour  to  iusnare  him  by  an  entangling  inquiry 
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hoping  he  may  expose  himself  to  the  Jews  or  to  the  Eomans, 
his  reply  is  so  admirably  framed  as  not  to  offend  Csesar's  govern- 
ment, nor  expose  himself  to  a  people  jealous  of  its  power  ;  if  the 
professed  admirers  of  the  law  of  Moses  impeach  an  offender, 
Christ  honours  the  law,  self-convicts  the  accusers,  and  indulges 
the  transgressor  with  the  hope  of  mercy  ;  if  a  rising  spirit  of 
ambition  shew  itself  in  his  disciples,  by  an  impressive  spectacle 
and  a  humiliating  reproof  he  mortifies  their  contention  for  pre- 
eminence ;  if  they  hastUy  desire  to  avenge  the  insults  of  their 
Llaster,  he  condemns  their  rashness,  and  commends  a  spirit  of 
forbearance ;  if  they  collect  around  his  person,  and  appear 
equally  well  affected,  he  detects  the  deceiver,  and  exposes  the 
traitor ;  if  either  of  them  rashly  affirm  that  his  constancy  will 
be  invincible,  Christ  assures  bim  that  his  desertion  will  be  the 
first.  "  He  needed  not  that  any  should  testify  of  man,  for  he 
knew  what  was  in  man."  We  may  quote  the  testimony  of  the 
Samaritan  woman  as  strictly  just — "  Come,  see  a  man  who  told 
me  all  tilings  which  ever  I  did  :  is  not  this  the  Christ  V  "  "We 
liave  heard  him  ourselves  j  and  we  know  that  this  is  indeed  the 
Clirist,  the  Saviour  of  the  world  !" 

The  doctrine  of  Christ  on  the  evil  of  sin  and  the  plan  of  salvation 
may  be  adduced.  It  is  the  dictate  of  reason  that  man  owes  to 
j'lis  Maker  a  supreme  love  and  a  universal  obedience ;  and  that 
by  the  law  of  his  nature  he  should  love  his  neighbour  as  him- 
s  elf.  But  the  united  authority  of  reason  and  religion  has  not 
been  suflicieut  to  command  such  a  temper,  to  produce  such  a 
( .'haracter.  The  universal  history  of  mankind  has  presented  to 
•.lis  the  appalling  sight  of  a  revolt  in  his  heart  from  the  govem- 
•nent  of  God,  of  an  hostility  in  his  bosom  to  the  happiness  of 
.his  species.  Man  has  involved  himself  in  the  aggravated  guilt 
of  despising  his  Creator,  of  insulting  his  Lawgiver,  of  provoking 
his  Benefactor,  ef  injuring  and  destroying  his  brother.     These 
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I  are  crimes  dyed  in  the  blackest  enormity :  they  recj^uiro  an 
ample  remission.     But  how  can  an  Infinite  Justice  be  recon- 

I  ciled ;  restoration  to  happiness  be  conferred  on  a  condemned 
culprit,  and  consolation  imparted  to  his  terrified  conscience  1  By 
what  rites  and  ceremonies  can  the  sinner  purify  himself  from 
guilt?  What  recompense  and  restitution  can  he  make  to  an 
offended  Peity  1  WUl  repentance  and  reformation  suffice  1  Is 
theii'  motive  so  sincere  as  to  be  dictated  by  a  jealousy  for  the 
honour  of  God,  or  do  they  spring  from  self-love  1  Are  they  the 
product  of  affection  to  his  law,  or  of  a  dread  of  his  justice  1  Do 
they  discover  the  heart  pierced  with  guilt,  and  dissolved  in 
remorse  ?  Do  they  aiford  satisfaction  to  the  precepts  violated 
and  the  penalties  incurred'?  Are  they  sanctioned  by  the  civil 
justice  of  society  as  an  equivalent  for  the  pardon  of  the  criminal  ? 
Will  they  expiate  the  gniilt  of  the  robber,  of  the  assassin,  and  of 
the  traitor  ?  But  the  doctrine  of  Christ  publishes  a  mediation 
for  sinners,  originating  in  the  sovereign  mercy  of  the  Lawgiver., 
undertaken  by  a  Person  of  dignity  adequate  to  the  office,  and. 
executed  by  a  series  of  services  and  sufferings  which  impress  us; 
with  the  awful  justice  of  God,  the  hberality  of  his  compasaioD» 
to  a  guilty  world,  and  the  security  of  pardon  on  principles  hav- 
monizing  with  the  purity  and  dignity  of  his  throne.  Christ 
touches  us  tliat  the  laws  of  God  cannot  be  violated  with  impu- 
nity, that  mercy  cannot  predominate  to  the  contempt  of  justice  ; 
but  that  justice  is  not  revengef id  and  implacable.  He  display  s 
the  Head  of  the  universe  armed  with  all  the  solemn  terrors  tha  t 
the  violation  of  his  perfect  law  must  justify,  but  allowing  tho 
voluntary  mediation  of  a  Surety  to  divert  the  stroke  of  justici; 
from  the  criminal  to  his  adequate  Substitute.  In  Clirist  w(  • 
discover  a  filial  reverence  for  his  Father,  and  a  fraternal  compas- 
sion to  man  :  in  his  doctrine  we  see  a  solemn  awe  of  the  penalty 
of  sin,  a  fervent  regard  for  the  happiness  of  the  offender,  and  :^ 
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reverputial  respect  to  the  honour  of  the  Lawgiver.  In  the  sight 
of  his  cross  and  his  hlood,  we  perceive  the  mercy  and  justice  of 
God  more  eminently  disphxyed  than  in  all  his  providential  bless- 
ings and  judicial  visitations  throughout  the  whole  creation.  At 
the  cross  of  Christ,  faith  learns  more  powerfid  motives  to  hate 
sin,  than  all  the  treasures  of  Pagan  phdosophy  and  moral  reason- 
ing could  inculcate  :  here  faith  cherishes  a  more  lively  impulse 
to  the  practice  of  piety  and  a  life  of  holiness,  than  all  the  fine- 
spun theories  of  virtue  could  inspire.  This  doctrine  is  the 
glorious  peculiarity  of  the  Christian  religion ;  and  it  is  this 
doctrine,  being  taught  by  Christ,  enforced  by  his  apostles,  and 
realized  by  his  disciples,  which  establishes  our  confidence  Ln  the 
Christian  Scriptures  as  "  the  glorious  gospel  of  the  blessed  God." 
The  excdlencii  of  the  Christian  marality  demands  our  observa- 
tion. Cuniiiine  morality  is  the  pervading  spirit,  the  animating 
."^oul,  of  religion  :  it  embraces  our  highest  interest ;  it  promotes 
our  greatest  felicity  in  the  world  which  now  is,  and  in  that 
which  is  to  cime.  A  revelation  from  Heaven  must  necessaiily 
contain  a  perfect  standard  of  moral  duty  :  it  should  explain  and 
enforce  on  man  all  his  obligations  to  God,  to  himself,  and  to  his 
fellow  beings.  The  prejudices  and  passions  of  our  natures  so 
becloud  our  understandings,  our  affections  and  wdls  have  so 
absolute  a  bias  on  our  conduct,  that  without  divine  instruction 
we  are  not  capable  of  either  perceiving  or  discharging  our  duty. 
Ent  Christianity  furnishes  us  with  a  rule  so  concise,  and  yet  so 
comprehensive,  as  to  include  every  duty  binding  on  a  rational 
creature.  All  the  duties  of  man  to  his  God  are  stated  with  the 
greatest  clearness  and  fulness  ;  not  one  of  his  obhgations  to  his 
Creator  is  omitted,  nor  is  one  enjoined  which  is  not  equally 
reasonable  and  important :  his  duties  to  himself  are  detailed 
without  any  omission  or  excess,  and  his  obhgations  to  his  fellow- 
creatures,  in  their  midtiphed  relations  to  himself,  are  so  particu- 
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larized,  that  not  one  is  forgotten,  and  so  perspicuously  stated, 
that  not  one  can  be  misunderstood.  The  spirit  which  the 
Christian  morals  inculcate,  is  so  generous,  that  every  base  pas- 
sion of  our  natures  is  condemned.  "We  are  not  merely  to  in- 
dulge the  natural  feeling  of  loving  our  friends  and  benefactors, 
but  those  who  treat  us  with  unkindness  and  injustice  are  to 
share  our  benevolence.  We  are  forbidden  to  allow  that  resent- 
ment and  revenge  which  the  corrupt  philosophy  of  Paganism 
commended  as  an  expression  of  mental  dignity.  "  In  the 
Christiaa  religion,"  (as  a  respectable  writer  pointedly  remarks,) 
"  you  shall  find  a  system  of  morals  which  the  world,  after 
eighteen  centuries,  cannot  improve ;  whilst  it  perceives  number- 
less faults  in  the  morals  of  the  philosophers  of  India,  Greece, 
and  Eome."  To  what  cause  must  we  ascribe  the  incomparable 
preference  of  the  morality  of  the  New  Testament  1  It  is  "  the 
wisdom  which  is  from  above  ;"  it  is  an  emacation  from  the 
Father  of  Ughts. 

But  what  are  those  motives  to  a  life  of  "piety  which  Christianity 
presents  1  A  religion  designed  for  a  rational  creature,  must 
testify  a  proper  respect  for  his  rank  in  the  scale  of  being ;  it 
should  treat  him,  not  as  an  engine  which  is  to  be  actuated  by  a 
compulsive  force,  or  as  a  brute  beast  which  is  constrained  to  its 
work  by  the  arm  of  violence,  but  it  must  be  adapted  to  the  bias 
of  the  mind  it  is  intended  to  regulate  ;  it  must  consult  the 
springs  of  his  feelings,  it  must  touch  the  chords  of  his  heart. 

The  two  great  principles  which  impel  the  mind  to  that  which 
is  good,  or  restrain  it  from  that  which  is  evil,  are  hope  and  fear ; 
and  these  are  the  motives  by  which  Christianity  reasons  and 
persuades.  It  promises  the  disciple  of  Jesus,  that  he  shall  reap 
in  this  life  the  first-fruits  of  that  harvest  of  peace  and  joy  which 
he  shall  plentifully  gather  in  the  heavenly  world ;  and  his  ex- 
perience verifies  the  fact.     "  Wisdom's  ways  are  ways  of  plea- 
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santaess,  and  all  her  paths  are  peace."  _;"  In  keeping  of  his 
commandments  there  is  great  reward."  Christianity  promisee 
its  friends,  that  the  life  sincerely  actuated  by  its  spirit,  is  the 
object  of  the  especial  approbation  of  Heaven ;  and  that  the 
Arbiter  of  the  universe,  as  he  revolves  the  wheels  of  providence, 
will  accomplish  those  dispensations  which  shall  concur  in  the 
Christian's  greatest  welfare.  Christianity  engages  to  sympathize 
]  with  its  friends  under  those  clouds  of  gloomy  affliction  which 
the  light  of  friendship  cannot  pierce  ;  to  support  the  heart  Ln 
those  critical  issues,  when  all  mortal  comforts  expire ;  to  smooth 
the  passage  to  the  grave ;  to  illumine  the  prospects  of  immor- 
tality ;  to  vanquish  the  terrors  of  the  la-st  enemy,  and  to  escore 
the  spirit  into  the  regions  of  glory.  Christianity  unveUs  to  our 
hope  a  final  state  of  happiness  so  refined  in  its  sources,  and  so 
transporting  La  its  joys,  that  the  Pagan  elysium  and  the  Moham- 
medan paradise  resemble  the  fleeting  shadow  which  eludes  our 
grasp,  or  the  polluted  object  which  disgusts  our  minds. 

But  Christianity  addresses  itself  to  the  principle  of  fear,  dis- 
suading us  from  aU  that  is  evil  by  a  faithful  discovery  of  the 
immeiliate  and  final  consequences.     Those  penalties  which  it 
denounces,  it  inflicts.     The  slave  of  sensual  appetite  suffers  the 
diseases  which  it  threatens  ;  the   dupe  of  worldly  pursuits  ex- 
periences the  heart-stinging  anxiety  they  ensure  ;  the  worshipper 
of  the  gods  of  silver  and  gold  is  racked  by  the  fears  they  inflict 
on  so  base  an  idolatry ;  the  candidate  for  the  posts  of  honour 
suffers  the  corrosive  jealousy  by  which  mortified  ambition  preys 
upon  the  mind  ;  and  the  life  wasted  in  vice  and  impiety,  expires  i 
in  that   >jlonmy  dismay  which  Christianity  depicts.     Through  i 
the? 'J  various  paths,  irreligion  retreats  from  this  world  into  that  i 
"  outer  darkness  "  which  Christianity  discovers  to  our  view,  by  i 
comparisons  from  natural  objects  so  exceedingly  solemn,   that  j 
they  fill  the  mind  with  a  salutary  fear  which  operates  as  a  pre-  ] 


i     323    APPENDIX  V.  SERMON. 

ventive  to  transgression.  A  religion  irapelling  to  piety  Ly  sucli 
motives,  and  restraining  from  evil  by  such  penalties,  is  so  per- 
fectly pure  and  spiritual,  that  it  could  never  have  been  the 
coinage  of  an  impostor  ;  "  for  if  Satan  cast  out  Satan,  how  shall 
his  kingdom  stand  f  | 

Inspect  the  character  which  Christianity  produces.  Deism  de- 
lights to  insult  the  honour  of  the  Christian  religion,  by  present-  j 
ing  to  its  view  those  professing  Christians  whose  hearts  have 
been  the  throne  of  every  base  passion,  and  whose  characters 
have  been  moulded  by  the  most  depraved  masims.  But  the 
religion  of  Christ  never  engaged  that  all  its  nominal  friends 
should  be  actuated  by  its  own  principles  ;  and  it  is  equally 
superior  to  any  impeachment  from  the  misconduct  of  hypocrites. 
We  judge  of  the  value  of  a  science,  or  the  respectability  of  a 
profession,  not  by  the  affectation  of  a  few  empirics,  or  the 
egotisms  of  a  few  pedants,  but  by  the  natural  product  of  prin- 
ciples, when  their  agency  has  its  proper  course.  What  an  excel- 
lence of  character  wiU  not  the  gospel  produce,  where  it  com- 
mands !  It  arms  the  mind  against  every  temptation  ;  it  elevates 
each  faculty  of  the  soul  at  the  post  of  watchfulness ;  it  animates 
us  with  courage  in  every  encounter ;  it  directs  us  to  keep  the 
eye  steadily  fi.Ked  on  the  crown  of  glory,  and  not  to  relinquish 
the  weapons  of  our  warfare  until  we  lay  hold  on  eternal  life.  A 
pure  love  to  God  incites  the  Christian's  imitation  of  his  divine 
character ;  grateful  praise  animates  his  heart ;  submission  to 
providential  ills  composes  his  mind ;  a  fear  of  offending  his 
heavenly  Parent  restrains  his  temptations ;  and  a  fervent  affec- 
tion to  his  compassionate  Saviour  presides  in  his  bosom,  regu- 
lates his  dispositions,  sanctifies  his  thoughts,  dictates  his  dis- 
course, governs  his  actions,  and  fashions  his  character.  The 
Christian  feels  himself  to  be  a  member  of  the  community  of 
mankind  ;  and  so  firmly  does  he  unite   the  happiness  of  his 
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fraternity  to  his  own  enjoyment,  that  to  bless  his  species  is  to 
felicitate  himself.  His  benevolence  is  as  expansive  as  it  is  pure  ; 
it  is  as  productive  as  it  is  fervent  :  wherever  he  beholds  a  man, 
he  sees  a  brother  ;  wherever  he  hears  the  cry  of  misery,  he  sheds 
the  tear  of  sympathy.  The  Chri-stian  encompasses  the  whole 
human  existence  within  his  affections,  and  wishes  his  beneficence 
could  accompany  that  orb  in  his  career,  "  whose  going  forth  is 
from  the  end  of  the  heaven,  and  his  circuit  unto  the  ends  of  it  ; 
and  there  is  nothing  hid  from  the  heat  thereof."  Where  is  the 
religion  producing  such  a  character?  The  model  by  which  the 
men  of  Greece  and  Eome  were  fashioned,  was  adapted  to  make 
its  imitators  skilful  in  commerce,  acute  in  politics,  eminent  in 
science,  renowned  in  philosophy,  and  celebrated  in  arms.  Mo- 
hammedanism was  admirably  calculated  to  malce  men  enthu- 
siastic warriors,  and  the  slaves  of  sensual  joys.  But  the  lines  of 
virtue,  the  features  of  piety,  have  been  totall}'  omitted,  or  faintly 
impressed.  Paganism  substituted  a  mass  of  superstitions,  for 
moral  duties  ;  and  its  votaries  were  so  much  the  dupes  of  cere- 
monies, that  they  were  hostile  to  practical  virtue,  and  petrified 
to  the  accusations  of  vice.  The  sanctions  of  ^Mohammedanism 
released  the  heart  from  every  restraint,  and  allowed  its  passions 
to  roam  at  large  in  the  wilds  of  impurity.  But  it  is  the  exclu- 
sive honour  of  Christianity  to  finish  a  character  which  is  the 
reflection  of  celestial  excellence. 

IE.  "We  are  to  consider  tlu  EXTERNAL  evidence  of  the  truth 
nf  the  Christian  religion.  The  various  dispensations  of  religion 
have  a  striking  uniformity  in  the  manner  of  their  introduction 
and  confirmation.  Those  persons  whom  God  has  appoiated  to 
take  the  precedence  in  his  church,  have  been  inducted  into  their 
eminent  office  by  the  most  expressive  attestations  of  Heaven. 
They  have  been  endued  with  two  distinguishing  qualifications  : 
tliat  prophetic  light  has  been  reflected  on  their  minds  which  has 
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enabled  them  to  penetrate  the  ages  of  futurity,  and  foretell  the 
events  which  would  result  in  God's  government  of  the  world  ; 
and  by  the  bestowment  of  a  supernatural  power,  they  have  been 
capable  of  suspending  or  surpassing  the  laws  of  nature,  and  pro- 
ducing miraculous  effects.  "When  the  law  was  introduced, 
Moses  was  appointed  of  God  to  be  his  legislator  :  his  commission 
was  ratified  by  the  Spirit  of  prophecy,  and  by  that  divine 
agency  with  which  he  was  intrusted.  When  that  reformation 
was  accomplished  in  the  church  of  Israel  which  rescued  the 
ordinances  of  Jehovah  from  the  contempt  of  Baal's  idolatry, 
Elijah  was  instituted  to  ofBce  ;  he  was  endued  with  the  pro- 
phetic Spirit,  and  executed  those  supernatural  effects  which 
astonished  the  worshippers,  confounded  the  priests,  and  de- 
stroyed the  altars,  of  Baal.  When  the  Son  of  God  enters  on 
his  public  work,  to  establish  a  dispensation  the  most  pure  and 
spiritual,  universal  and  perpetual,  the  Spirit  of  prophecy  inhabits 
his  body  as  its  sacred  temple,  and  i^ature  herself  yields  to  his 
miraculous  power.  He  declares,  "  It  shall  come  to  pass  in  those 
days  :"  he  proclaims,  "  The  works  which  I  do  bear  witness  of 
me,  that  the  Father  hath  sent  me." 

The  truth  of  Christianity  is  confirmed  by  the  evaena- J>f  pro- 
phecy. Through  a  succession  of  ages  introductory  to  the  appen;,'- 
ance  of  Christ,  the  Jewish  church  was  honourec  with  a  scrip.'?  of 
interesting  prophecies ;  and  there  was  one  greai  theme  on  whuch 
thsy  all  delighted  to  dwell — the  advent  of  s  liOTinguishHjiL  Per- 
son, whom  they  variously  denominated  :  tj^iaob  cnilkpjl  i'ini 
"  Shiloh  ;"  Moses,  "  A  Prophet  like  unto  me  ;"  "'jiiiuifiri,  -  A 
Star  in  Jacob  ;"  Job,  "  My  Eedeemer ;"  David,  "  A  FiiAsa  for 
ever,  after  the  order  of  Melchizedek  ■"  Isaiah,  "  Immanuel ;" 
Jeremiah,  "  The  Lord  our  Eighteousness ;"  Daniel,  "  Messiah 
the  Prince  ;"  Micah,  "  A  Euler  in  Israel ;"  Zechariah,  "  The 
Branch  ;"  Haggai,   "  The  Desire  of  all  nations ;"  and    Malachi 
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seals  up  the  prophetic  volume  with  this  prediction,  "  Unto  you 
who  fear  my  name,  shall  the  Sun  of  Righteousness  arise  with 
healing  under  his  wings." 

But  ancient  prophecy  was  yet  more  particular  on  this  great 
subject  :  it  specified  the  ancestry  of  Messiah,  his  birth  of  a 
virgin,  the  place  of  his  nativity,  the  period  of  his  incarnation, 
the  harbinger  of  his  public  manifestation,  his  assumption  of 
divine  titles  and  honours,  his  appearance  in  the  second  temple, 
the  nature  of  his  doctrine,  the  dispositions  of  his  mind,  the 
miraculous  testimonials  to  his  ministry,  his  reception  by  the 
Jewish  people,  the  sufferings  which  should  introduce  his  death, 
the  nature  of  the  death  by  which  he  was  to  make  expiation, 
the  respect  which  he  should  receive  at  his  interment,  the  cer- 
tainty of  his  resurrection,  the  triumph  of  his  ascension,  the  pre- 
eminence of  his  exaltation,  the  effusion  of  his  Spirit,  the  success 
of  his  gospel  in  the  nations  of  the  Gentiles  :  all  these  predictions 
were  contained  in  a  volume  composed  and  published  several 
hundreds  of  years  before  the  birth  of  the  Anointed  One  ;  and  if 
compared  with  the  evangelical  history,  how  striking  is  the  con- 
currence !  This  interesting  delineation  of  Messiah  conferred  on 
the  ancient  cliurch  of  Israel  so  many  centuries  prior  to  his  intro- 
duction, is  in  the  most  minute  and  perfect  correspondence  with 
that  narrative  of  his  life  which  is  contained  in  the  writings  of 
the  evangelists.  To  what  can  we  attribute  such  a  harmony  i 
Is  it  merely  accidental  1  Why  then  is  not  the  full  accomplish- 
ment of  ancient  prophecy  as  visible  in  some  other  personage  as  in 
Christ  "i  But  has  there  ever  been  a  character  on  the  stage  of 
the  world  to  whom  those  prophecies  designating  Messiah  were 
applicable  1  Let  us  search  the  records  of  time ;  let  us  select 
any  individuals  in  whom  we  conceive  such  reference  is  most 
visible ;  let  us  trace  the  allusion  to  the  utmost  extent ;  in  few 
instances  it  is  to  be  perceived — how  soon  it  totally  fails  !     But 
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in  him  who  is  called  Christ,  we  discover  all  the  prophetic  infor- 
mation relating  to  David's  Son  and  Lord  adnjirably  verified  : 
there  is  no  one  point  in  which  the  prophecy  surpasses  the  history, 
nor  in  which  the  history  does  not  minutely  fulfil  the  prophecy  ! 
The  man  who  ventures  to  believe  this  to  be  accidental,  advocates 
a  faith  so  extravagant  and  absurd,  that  he  sliould  blush  in  ac- 
cusing Christianity  vrith  being  irrational. 

But  that  distinguished  Personage  who  was  to  be  "  a  Light  to 
lighten  the  GentUes,"  not  only  coniirmed  those  prophecies  ;  he 
proved  himself  to  possess  the  Spirit  of  the  prophets.  Looking 
to  Jerusalem,  the  holy  city,  the  sensibilities  of  his  heart  were 
moved,  and  you  hear  him  exclaim,  "  0  that  thou,  even  thou, 
hadst  known  the  things  which  make  for  thy  peace  !  But  now 
they  are  hidden  from  thine  eyes.  For  the  days  shall  come  upon 
thee  that  thine  enemies  shall  cast  a  trench  round  about  thee, 
and  keep  thee  in  on  every  side,  and  shall  lay  thee  even  with  tlie 
ground,  and  thy  children  within  thee  ;  and  they  shall  not  leave 
in  thee  one  stone  upon  another ;  because  thou  knewest  not  the 
time  of  thy  visitation."  The  prophecy  which  Christ  utters 
against  this  capital  of  Judea  was  not  a  general  denunciation,  but 
so  particular  as  to  include  the  time,  the  instruments,  the  causes, 
the  circumstances,  and  the  consequences  ;  it  precisely  specified 
the  signs  by  which  it  should  be  preceded — the  appearance  of 
false  Messiahs,  the  commotions  of  war,  the  ravages  of  famine, 
pestilences  and  earthquakes,  fearful  sights  and  signs  from  heaven, 
the  persecution  of  his  disciples,  the  defection  and  apostasy  of 
many  of  his  professed  friends,  the  erection  of  the  abomination  of 
desolation,  or  the  Eoman  standard,  on  the  holy  place,  the  un- 
paralleled calamities  of  the  siege,  the  demolition  of  the  temple, 
the  dispersion  of  the  Jews  into  all  nations,  and  that  Jerusalem 
should  be  trodden  do^vn  of  the  Gentiles  :  each  of  which  particu- 
lars was  not  only  most  exactly  fulfilled,  but  the  providence  of 
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God  so  ordered  it,  that  the  truth  of  these  prophecies  should  he 
sealed  by  the  history  of  a  native  Jew,  remarkably  preserved  for 
the  work ;  the  testimony  of  Josephus  thus  confLrming  the  truth 
uf  Christianity,  and  condemning  the  inhdelity  of  his  brethren. 

But  the  Spirit  of  prophecy  did  not  retire  when  Christ  as- 
cended into  heaven ;  it  was  bestowed  as  his  own  gift,  and  con- 
tinued to  his  successors  in  the  evangelical  work.  In  proof  of 
his  ascension,  and  exaltation  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  he 
promised  to  bestow  his  prophetic  -Spirit  on  his  apostles  ;  and 
that  this  promise  was  verified,  we  might  produce  ample  and 
indubitable  evidence.  The  striking  predictions  of  Paul  and 
John  relative  to  the  rise,  the  progress,  the  consummation,  the 
declension,  and  the  destruction,  of  the  empire  of  the  man  of  sin 
— of  that  papal  antichrist,  "  of  that  son  of  perdition,  who  op- 
poseth  and  exalteth  himseK  above  all  that  is  called  God,  or  that 
is  worshipped  ;  so  that  he,  as  God,  sitteth  in  the  temple  of  God, 
showing  himself  that  he  is  God  " — we  have  Uved  to  see  remark- 
ably verified.  How  exact  and  precise  has  been  the  correspon- 
dence of  the  prediction  with  the  fact  !  The  page  of  faithful 
history,  through  ages  past,  has  displayed  to  us  this  phenomenon 
in  the  Christian  world  :  we  have  seen  him  in  the  seat  of  empire, 
arrogating  divine  titles  and  prerogatives,  issuing  his  laws  with 
au  absolute  decree  ;  the  thunder  of  his  anathemas  has  terrified 
the  earth ;  princes  and  potentates  have  crouched  beneath  his 
footstool ;  his  fiat  has  secured  their  dominions,  or  enforced  their 
abdication ;  his  crusading  hosts  have  depopulated  immense 
tracts  of  country ;  he  has  dehghted  to  enkindle  the  flames  of 
persecution,  and  to  nourish  the  fires  of  martyrdom  with  protes- 
tant  blood.  The  eye  of  Christian  prophecy  was  divinely  en- 
lightened to  perceive  those  surprising  occurrences ;  and  the 
records  of  modern  history  remarkably  confirm  the  truth  of  its 
predictions,  in  these  memorable  events  which  have  been  trans- 
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piring  in  the  see  of  the  -westerii  church,  aud  in  those  singular 
reverses  which  the  providence  of  Heaven  has  executed  on  the 
throne  of  the  papacy — the  sovereignty  of  its  arm,  and  the  might 
of  its  empire.  "  Babylon  is  fallen,  is  fallen,  that  great  city, 
because  she  made  all  nations  drink  of  the  wine  of  the  wrath  of 
her  fornication."  This  colossal  government  has  been  sapped  to 
its  foundation  ;  this  imperious  autocracy  has  been  divested  of 
all  its  proud  glory  :  we  behold  this  rival  of  Christ  dethroned  by 
the  arm  of  that  instrument  of  the  retributive  justice  of  Heaven, 
which  has  plundered  the  Ecclesiastical  States  of  their  greatest 
riches,  and  incorporated  them  with  the  government  wliich, 
through  so  many  centuries,  had  been  the  most  submissive 
devotee  of  Eome.  "  What  has  God  wrought  1  This  is  the 
Lord's  doing,  aud  it  is  marvellous  in  our  eyes  !"i 

Christianity  not  only  stands  and  triumphs  on  the  firm  basis 
of  prophecy,  but  it  rests  its  right  arm  on  the  solid  pillar  of  its 
genuine  miracles ;  and  with  self-confidence  equal  to  its  benevo- 
lence to  the  world,  it  announces,  "  I  am  the  Way,  the  Truth, 
and  the  Lifs  :  no  man  can  come  unto  the  Father,  but  by  me." 

The  possibility  of  a  miracle  can  be  denied  by  no  one  but  an 
atheist ;  for  that  God  who  is  the  Author  of  creation,  must  pos- 
sess that  power  by  which  the  laws  of  nature  may  be  surpassed 
or  suspended ;  and  if  he  can  do  this  himself,  with  equal  ease  he 
can  confer  the  same  power  on  the  instrument  he  may  select.  It 
was  highly  expedient  and  necessary  for  Christ  to  work  miracles ; 
for  without  such  credentials  it  could  not  be  proved  that  he  was 
a  Teacher  sent  from  God.  A  system  of  doctrine,  however  ex- 
cellent, might  have  been  suspected  as  the  product  of  human  art 

^  It  aliiiuld  be  remembered  that  a  few  years  before  this  was  written,  Napoleon 
had  subjected  the  Papal  States,  and  after  permitting  the  Pontiff  to  bi'  treated 
with  the  greatest  iiidigniLj,  removed  him  to  Prance,  where  he  died.  Under 
French  domination  there  appeared  to  bo  little  probability  of  the  Papacy  regain- 
ing the  power  it  hud  lost. — ii.  F.  F. 
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and  study,  if  miracles,  those  broad  and  ineffaceable  seals  of 
Heaven,  did  not  coniirm  its  divinity.  It  was  expedient  for 
Christ  to  work  miracles,  more  especially  as  he  wels  a  Prophet 
and  a  Lawgiver,  to  succeed  in  the  place  of  Moses ;  for  the  law 
was  confirmed  by  miracles ;  and  without  miraculous  eifects  as 
great,  or  greater,  its  abrogation  might  have  been  suspicious. 
The  kingdom  of  Satan,  and  the  worship  of  idol  gods,  were  sup- 
ported by  counterfeit  wonders ;  and  they  could  be  subverted 
only  by  genuine  miraculous  operations.  The  ancient  prophets 
had  foretold  that  Messias  should  display  such  a  supernatural 
power ;  and  therefore,  when  Christ  came,  the  whole  nation  of 
the  Jews  was  ready  to  ask,  "  What  sign  showest  thou,  that  we 
may  believe  ]"  Christ  appeals  to  his  miracles  as  a  proof  of  his 
delegation  fi'om  God  :  "  The  works  which  I  do  in  my  Father's 
name,  they  bear  witness  of  me  ;"  and  the  candid  confession  of 
Nicodemus  is  the  conviction  of  every  unprejudiced  mind  :  "  We 
know  that  thou  art  a  Teacher  come  from  God  ;  for  no  man  can 

.   do  these  miracles  which  thou  doest,  except  God  be  with  him." 
Tlie  miracles  of  Christ  are  better  attested  than  all  others :  they 
are  affirmed  in  the  writings  of  the  apostles  and  evangelists,  men 

I  who  were  not  able,  if  they  had  been  willing,  nor  willing,  if  they 
had  been  able,  to  practise  a  cheat  upon  the  world  ;  who  were, 
for  the  most  pai-t,  witnesses  of  the  facts,  and  therefore  could  not 
be  deceived  themselves  ;  who  had  no  sinister  interest  to  promote, 
and  therefore  would  not  deceive  others  ;  who  agreed  to  an  exact- 
ness in  their  report  of  the  miracles  of  Christ,  and  sealed  the 
truth  of  what  they  affirmed  with  their  blood.  Their  writings 
were  published  while  the  facts  were  living  in  the  people's 
memories,  and  when  all  men  had  power  to  acquaint  themselves 
with  every  particular,  and  to  discover  the  fraud  if  any  existed. 

j  The  miracles  of  Christ  were  confirmed,  not  ordy  by  the  admis- 

j  sion  of  the  Je'wish  people  and  the  doctors  of  their  law,  but  by 
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the  most  subtle  aud  bitter  enemies  of  Cha'istianity — Celsus,  Por- 
phyry, and  Julian,  who  acknowledge  the  works  produced  by  the 
miracles  of  Christ,,  although  they  dispute  their  miraculous  cha- 
racter. 

The  miracles  of  Christ  were  numerous  and  public.  K  Christ 
had  only  wrought  one  or  two  miracles,  they  might  have  been 
ascribed  to  chance,  or  a  fortuitous  and  favourable  agreement  of 
causes  and  effects  ;  if  they  had  been  performed  in  private,  or  in 
the  presence  of  his  disciples  only,  they  might  have  been  suspected 
of  fraud  and  imposition.  But  how  various  were  the  miracles  of 
Christ !  They  extended  to  inanimate  and  animate  nature,  to 
the  irrational  and  the  rational  world,  to  the  earth,  the  sea,  and 
the  heavens  ;  it  was  his  power  which  hushed  the  storm  into  a 
calm,  converted  the  waves  of  the  sea  into  a  firm  path,  collected 
the  inhabitants  of  the  deep  into  a  particular  place,  increased 
scanty  provisions  into  a  superabundance,  and  dried  up  the 
juices  of  vegetable  nature — 

"The  modeat  water,  awed  by  power  divine, 
Coiifess'd  its  God,  and  blush'd  itself  to  wine." 

It  was  the  word  of  Christ  which  restored  sight  to  the  blind, 
hearing  to  the  deaf,  motion  to  the  lame,  speech  to  the  dumb  ;  it 
penetrated  the  solemn  tomb,  reanimated  the  sleeping  dead,  and 
ejected  infernal  spirits  from  the  bodies  of  the  possessed.  The 
miracles  of  Christ  were  wrought  in  the  most  frequented  places, 
and  on  the  most  public  occasions — at  marriages,  funerals,  and 
solemn  festivals  :  they  were  witnessed  by  men  of  different 
tempers  and  interests,  religions  and  nations ;  friends  and  ene- 
mies, priests  and  people,  Jews  and  Samaritans,  Eoman  soldieis, 
and  worshippers  at  Jerusalem. 

How  convincing  was  the  miracle  of  tlie  resurrection  of  Christ  I 
That  Christ  had  declared  such  an  event  woidd  take  place,  was 
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generally  kncwn,  aud  therefore  at  his  intenaent  every  precaution 
was  adopted  :  a  guard  of  soldiers  was  stationed  at  the  mouth  of 
the  sepulchre,  and  a  huge  stone,  rolled  before  the  door,  was 
carefully  sealed,  to  prevent  the  success  of  craft  or  violence.  The 
disciples  were  very  unlikely  to  enterprise  a  conflict  with  an 
armed  band  ;  and  what  could  they  have  gained  had  they  stolen 
an  inanimate  corpse  ?  To  accomplish  this,  if  it  had  been  their 
desire,  such  exertions  were  necessary  as  must  have  awakened 
some  of  the  guard,  supposing  them  to  have  slept.  Behold  a 
surprising  event  !  The  grave-clothes  are  removed  from  the  body, 
the  interred-rframe  is  re-animated,  the  tomb  of  Joseph  is  vacant, 
the  identity  of  the  Person  arising  from  it  is  testified,  the  senses 
of  the  spectators  are  appealed  to,  the  malignity  of  the  Jews  is 
irritated,  the  mortified  enemies  coin  a  lie,  and  stamp  it  as  current 
truth ;  but  the  disciples  are  confident  of  its  falsehood  :  they  run 
through  the  city,  and  publish  the  resurrection ;  they  travel  with 
the  fact  throughout  Judea  and  Galilee  ;  they  proclaim  it  to 
enemies  and  friends ;  their  testimony  harmonizes,  although  the 
witnesses  are  some  hundreds  ;  they  attest  it  in  the  presence  of 
their  Pagan  judges  and  their  Jewish  persecutors  ;  they  persist  in 
the  fact  before  the  terrors  of  the  sword  and  the  stake  ;  they  con- 
firm their  affidavit  with  their  blood ;  the  truth  survives  their 
martyrdom ;  it  spreads  through  the  Eoman  empire,  it  invades 
the  Pantheon,  it  dethrones  the  gods,  it  demolishes  the  altars,  it 
destroys  Paganism,  it  is  victorious  over  the  sanguinary  persecu- 
tions of  three  hundred  years,  it  is  perpetuated  through  nineteen 
centuries,  it  is  canvassed  by  enemies  without  refutation,  it 
is  supported  by  men  of  the  first  education,  profession  and  in- 
fluence. This  is  that  bulwark  of  Christian  truth  which  can 
never  be  injured  by  the  furious  artillery  of  all  its  enemies  on 
earth  and  in  hell. 

Tlie  miracles  cf  Chnst,  with  only  two  exceptions,    were  ahvaifs 
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useful  and  beneficial.  They  were  unlike  the  miracles  of  the 
heathen  magicians,  which  were  frequently  hurtful,  and  always 
trifling ;  nor  were  they  like  the  sUly  miracles  of  ^lahomet,  such 
as  his  pouring  water  from  hetween  his  fingers,  his  causing  the 
stones  to  salute  him,  and  cleaving  the  moon  into  two.  They 
were  unlike  the  foolish  and  ahsuid  miracles  recorded  in  the 
lying  legends  of  the  Eoman  church.  They  were  unlike  the 
miracles  of  Moses  and  Elias ;  for  the  gospel  being  a  dispensation 
of  grace,  was  confirmed  by  signs  as  mQd  and  amiable,  as  benevo- 
lent and  compassionate,  as  its  own  character.  There  were  only 
two  miracles  of  judgment  which  Christ  wrought — cursing  the 
barren  fig  tree,  and  the  destruction  of  the  swine.  The  first  did 
no  injury  to  any  one,  and  was  calculated  to  teach  the  Jews  and 
ourselves  this  important  truth,  that  formality  in  religion,  without 
fruitfulness,  will  incur  the  displeasure  of  Christ :  and  the  other, 
to  convince  the  Jews,  if  the  swine  were  their  property,  that  he 
would  support  the  claims  of  the  ceremonial  law  which  they  had 
violated  :  or  if  the  Gentiles  were  their  owners,  to  convince  them 
that  the  Jewish  laws  which  they  ridiculed  were  sacred ;  to 
correct  them  for  placing  a  snare  in  the  way  of  the  Jews,  and 
for  displaying  that  avaricious  temper  which,  preferring  their 
animal  property  to  the  instructions  of  Christ,  justified  him  in 
the  punishment  he  inflicted. 

Christ  not  only  wrought  miracles  himself,  but  he  gave  the 
same  power  to  his  apostles,  and  enabled  them  also  to  confer  it 
on  others ;  and  there  is  nothing  parallel  to  this  in  all  the  reli- 
gions under  the  sun.  Let  us  solemnly  ask  ourselves  the 
question,  "  How  shall  we  escape  if  we  neglect  so  great  sal- 
vation, which  at  the  first  began  to  be  spoken  unto  us  by  the 
Lord,  and  was  confirmed  unto  us  by  them  that  heard  him ;  God 
also  bearing  them  witness  with  signs  and  wonders,  and  divers 
miracles  and  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  according  to  his  will  1    He 
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that  believetli  uot  God,  lias  maile  him  a  liar ;  because  he  ba- 
lievetli  not  the  record  which  God  hath  given  of  his  Son." 

The  truth  of  Christianity  is  confirmed  by  its  propagation  ami 
success  in  the  world.  The  religion  of  Christ  censured  and  con- 
demned all  those  propensities  and  maxims  whose  authority  was 
so  absolute  over  the  great  mass  of  mankind ;  it  demanded  a 
spirit  diametrically  opposite  to  the  passions  of  every  depraved 
heart ;  it  struck  at  the  root  of  the  governing  speculations  and 
prejudices  of  the  world ;  it  abased  the  honours  of  blood,  the 
dignities  of  rank,  the  pomp  of  wealth,  the  pride  of  reason,  and 
the  lust  of  ambition.  The  populace  would  despise  such  a  reli- 
gion, from  a  fervent  attachment  to  the  professions  of  their 
fathers  ;  it  would  be  resisted  by  the  spirit  of  the  wisdom  of  the 
world,  for  Christianity  never  flattered  the  vanity  of  learning 
more  than  it  reproached  the  superstitions  of  the  multitude  ;  it 
would  be  traduced  by  a  mercenary  priesthood,  for  exposing  their 
impostures,  awakening  their  devotees,  impoverishing  their 
revenues,  and  diminishing  their  despotic  power.  The  rulers  of 
the  world  would  direct  their  most  formidable  weapons  against 
such  an  innovation ;  for  Paganism  was  so  interwoven  with  the 
civil  constitution,  that  the  emperor  bore  the  most  pompous 
titles,  and  arrayed  himself  in  aU  the  gaudy  trappings  of  a  corrupt 
hierarchy.  Nor  would  Judaism  be  more  friendly  to  the  gospel 
than  Paganism.  Christianity,  by  placing  all  nations  on  a  level, 
aimed  a  mortal  blow  at  the  root  of  Jewish  pride  ;  and  referring 
to  the  crucified  Xazarene  for  the  pardon  of  sin,  it  embittered  the 
opposition  of  that  people  who  had  put  Christ  to  death  as  an 
impostor. 

Who  were  the  persons  appointed  by  Christ  to  such  an  unequal 
contest  against  these  principalities  and  powers  1  They  were  not 
the  rich,  the  wise,  nor  the  mighty  of  the  "world,  but  for  the 
most  part  poor  fishermen,  without  rank  or  education,  learning  or 
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eloquence,  policy  or  address,  reputation  or  authority ;  despised 
by  the  Greeks,  because  they  were  Jews,  and  by  the  Jews,  as  the 
meanest  of  their  nation.  These  were  the  men  who  were  to  con- 
tend with  the  prejudices  of  the  world,  the  superstitions  of  the 
people,  the  influence  of  the  priesthood,  the  vanity  of  learning, 
the  pride  of  government,  the  malice  of  their  own  nation,  the 
wisdom  of  Greece,  and  the  power  of  Eome  !  And  what  was 
their  success  1  When  Christ  took  his  leave  of  his  disciples, 
their  whole  number  was  not  more  than  five  hundred ;  by  the 
first  sermon  of  Peter  they  were  multiplied  into  three  thousand, 
and  soon  afterward  into  five  thousand  ;  and  before  the  destruc- 
tion of  Jerusalem,  which  was  about  forty  years  after  the  death 
of  Christ,  the  gospel  was  preached  in  every  region  that  was  then 
known.  In  Idumea,  Syria,  and  Mesopotamia,  by  Jude ;  iu 
Egypt,  and  other  parts  of  Africa,  by  Mark,  Simon,  and  Jude  ; 
in  Ethiopia,  by  Candace's  eunuch,  and  Matthias  ;  in  Pontus, 
Galatia,  and  the  neighbouring  parts  of  Asia,  by  Peter ;  in  the 
seven  Asiatic  churches,  by  John ;  in  Parthia,  by  Matthew  ;  in 
Scythia,  by  Philip  and  Andrew  ;  in  Persia,  by  SLmon  and  Jude  ; 
in  Media,  and  several  eastern  parts,  by  Thomas,  through  the 
vast  region  of  Jerusalem,  round  about  unto  Illyricum,  and  most 
probably  in  Spain,  Gaul,  and  Britain,  by  Paul.  About  eight  or 
ten  years  after  the  death  of  Christ,  the  disciples  were  become  so 
numerous  at  Jerusalem,  that  they  were  the  objects  of  jealousy 
and  alarm  to  Herod  ;  in  the  twenty -second  year,  in  Judea  alone, 
they  are  said  to  have  been  many  myriads.  In  their  number  we 
discern  the  names  of  converts  of  the  highest  respectability  : 
Nicodemus,  and  Joseph  of  Arimathea,  rulers  of  the  senate  of 
Israel ;  Jairus,  a  ruler  of  the  synagogue ;  Zaccheus,  the  chief  of 
the  publicans  at  Jericho ;  Apollos,  distinguished  for  eloquence  ; 
Paul,  learned  in  the  Jewish  law ;  Sergius  Paulus,  governor  of 
the  isle  of  Cyprus ;  Cornelius,  a  Roman  centurion  ;  Dionysius,  a 
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judge  and  senator  in  Athens  ;  Erastus,  treasurer  of  Corinth  ; 
Tjrannus,  a  teacher  of  grammar  and  rhetoric  at  Corinth  ;  Pub- 
lius,  governor  of  Melita;  Philemon,  a  man  of  great  rank  at 
Colosse  j  Simon,  a  magician  in  Samaria ;  Zenos,  a  lawyer ; 
Luke,  a  physician ;  and  even  the  domestics  of  the  emperor  him- 
self. "  So  mightUy  grew  the  word  of  the  Lord,  and  prevailed, 
that  a  little  one  became  a  thousand,  and  a  small  one  a  strong 
nation."  That  beautifully  descriptive  illustration  of  the  progress 
of  his  gospel  in  the  world,  which  Christ  had  introduced,  was 
now  visibly  confirmed  :  "  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  a 
grain  of  mustard-seed,  which  a  man  took,  and  cast  into  his  gar- 
den ;  and  it  grew,  and  waxed  a  great  tree,  and  the  fowls  of  the 
air  lodged  in  the  branches  of  it."  We  may  appeal  to  the  candid 
judgment  for  the  decision  of  this  inquiry  :  K  Christianity  were 
not  a  revelation  from  Heaven,  how  can  it  be  accounted  for  that 
a  scheme  of  religion  so  pure  and  spiritual ;  so  opposite  and  hos- 
tile to  the  prevailing  attachments  of  men  ;  so  feebly  supported 
by  a  small  handful  of  instruments,  rejecting  all  means  of  attack 
on  the  bulwarks  of  error  and  superstition,  but  the  simple  weapons 
of  reason  and  tnith,  of  persuasion  and  conviction ;  so  powerfully 
opposed  by  a  terrifying  combination  of  the  prejudices  of  the 
populace,  the  craft  and  malice  of  the  priesthood,  the  boasted 
philosophy  of  the  schools,  the  policy  of  the  councUs,  the 
authority  of  the  government,  the  instruments  of  torture  and  of 
death ;  would  it  have  been  possible  for  a  religion  thus  con- 
stituted, thus  introduced,  thus  supported,  thus  resisted,  to  have 
made  such  progress  in  defiance  of  all  its  hosts  of  enemies,  if  it 
were  not  possessed  of  that  divine  approbation  and  support, 
"  against  which  all  the  gates  of  heU  cannot  prevail !" 

SECONDLY,  THE  TEUTH  OF  CHEISTLINITY  AD- 
MITS OF  AX  nrPOETA^s'T  JPFLICATIO^S. 

Christianity  being   true,    modern  Jitdaum   is  an  aicful  error. 
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Never  was  greater  love  slioivn  to  mankind  than  in  God's  send- 
ing liis  only-begotten  Son  into  the  world,  and  never  was  love  so 
ungratefully  received  and  so  basely  requited.  The  Son  of  God 
came  to  his  own  people  as  their  Saviour  and  "King,  and  they 
condemn  him  as  a  blasphemer,  and  execute  him  as  a  slave ;  he 
])i'ofifers  them  glory  and  immortality,  and  they  recompense  him 
with  ignominy  and  death.  The  nation  possessed  of  the  means 
of  knowing  him  most,  regarded  him  least ;  the  people  most 
capable  of  discovering  his  divine  person  and  character,  treated 
him  as  the  woi-st  of  impostors  and  malefactors  ;  they  reviled 
him,  they  scourged  hun,  they  crucified  him  ;  having  oppressed 
him  when  living,  when  dead  they  traduced  his  memory  ;  having 
abused  him  in  his  own  person,  they  persecuted  him  in  his  dis- 
ciples and  followers  :  and  although  their  dispersion  and  condition 
is  a  monument  to  the  world  of  the  enormity  of  their  unbelief, 
they  persist  in  their  utter  rejection  of  the  gospel  of  Christ.  But 
the  causes  of  their  infidelity  are  easily  ascertained.  The  great 
mass  of  the  nation  of  Israel  was  so  depraved,  that  its  hatred 
agaiust  Christ  was  provoked  by  the  purity  and  spirituality  of 
the  morals  he  inculcated.  Christianity  was  very  repugnant  to 
the  sect  of  the  Pharisees :  for  the  doctrine  of  Christ  was  a  reli- 
gion of  principles  and  piety,  but  Pliarisaism,  of  forms  and  super- 
stitions. Christianity  was  hostile  to  the  sect  of  the  Sadducees  : 
for  its  doctrines  condemned  their  fallacious  speculations,  and  its 
maxims  their  voluptuous  pleasures.  The  pindpals  of  tlie  Jewish 
church  could  not  tolerate  Christianity  :  for  its  holy  character  was 
opposed  to  their  carnal  dispositions,  its  simplicity  to  their  pom- 
pous ritual,  and  its  liberality  to  their  narrow  prejudices.  The 
whole  nation  of  Israel  must  have  been  dissatisfied  with  Christ ; 
for  they  were  flushed  with  the  expectations  of  a  temporal  prince  ; 
they  were  pleasing  themselves  with  dreams  of  greatness,  and 
fictions  I  f  e;iipire  ;  woiu  down  by  the  Eoman  yoke,  thoy  longed 
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for  emaaicipation ;  and  proud  of  Jerusalem,  they  were  ambitious 
that  it  sliould  be  the  station  of  universal  monarchy.  In  Christ 
therefore  there  was  "  no  form  nor  comeliness  that  they  should 
desire  him ;"  they  could  not  pierce  the  cloud  which  shadowed 
his  person,  so  as  to  perceive  the  true  glory  of  his  character.  But 
their  ignorance  was  voluntary,  their  infidelity  was  wQful,  their 
rejection  of  Chiist  was  self-condemned.  They  possessed  the 
volume  of  the  Old  Testament ;  and  if  they  had  impartially 
examined  it,  reflection  must  have  commanded  faith  in  the 
Messiahship  of  Christ.  "  In  Christ  they  might  have  seen  the 
long  series  of  prophecies  and  visions,  types  and  figures,  accom- 
plished ;  that  he  was  the  Centre  in  whom  they  all  met,  the  point 
to  which  they  tended  and  verged  throughout  so  many  genera- 
tions. At  the  feet  of  Christ  they  might  have  seen  the  law  and 
the  prophets  standing  and  paying  homage  ;  Moses  and  Aaron 
bearing  the  ark  of  the  covenant,  and  presenting  the  oracles  of 
testimony ;  aU  the  priests  and  sacrifices,  all  the  rites  and  ordi- 
nances, all  the  types  and  symbols,  assembled  together  to  receive 
their  confirmation  :  here  every  rite  shows  its  signification,  every 
prophecy  meets  its  event,  and  every  symbol  displays  its  reality." 
In  vain  we  now  inquire  for  the  priesthood  of  Aaron,  for  the 
temple  of  Jerusalem,  for  the  altar  of  sacrifice,  for  the  cloud  of 
glory  over  the  mercy-seat,  for  the  theocracy  of  Israel,  for  the 
nation  which  once  inhabited  Judea  :  they  are  scattered  amongss 
aU  the  people  of  the  earth  ;  the  land  of  their  forefathers  it 
trodden  down  of  the  GentUes ;  the  holy  structure  has  for  many 
ages  been  crumbled  into  dust ;  the  sacred  fire  has  been  extin- 
guished ;  the  glory  is  departed  from  Israel,  and  the  broad  seal 
of  divine  justice  has  been  fixed  on  their  posterity.  Through 
many  centuries  past,  the  apostate  family  of  Abraham  have  been 
sulTering  the  penalties  of  not  hearkening  imto  the  words  of  that 
"  Prophet  like  unto  Closes  ;"  they  have  been  enduring  the  con- 
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sequences  of  the  profane  imprecation  of  their  ancestors  at  the 
cross  of  Jesus — "  His  blood  be  on  us  and  on  our  children." 

Christianity  being  true,  MolMmmedanism  is  a  fatal  delusion. 
To  the  heart  which  sympathizes  with  the  moral  miseries  of  man- 
kind, it  is  an  affecting  thought  that  such  mighty  empires  on  the 
globe  should  be  enslaved  by  an  artful  impostor  ;  that  Chris- 
tianity should  be  so  basely  treated  as  to  be  sacrificed  at  the 
shrine  of  Mahomet,  is  an  instance  of  consummate  ignorance  and 
inveterate  obstinacy.  Where  is  the  parallel  between  these  rival 
religions  1  Christianity  was  propagated  at  a  time  when  learning 
and  science  were  at  their  acme  in  the  world  ;  but  Mohamme- 
danism in  ages  of  great  darkness,  when  the  luminaries  of  know- 
ledge were  almost  extinguished.  Christianity  was  first  published 
in  a  city  which,  in  respectabOity,  was  nest  to  Eome,  and  the 
depository  of  all  the  genuine  revelations  from  Heaven  ;  and 
from  Jerusalem  it  travelled  into  the  first  cities  of  Greece,  and 
into  the  very  capital  of  Cssar's  empire  :  but  Mohammedanism 
in  a  dark  corner  of  the  earth  in  Arabia  ;  and  its  advocates  were 
Tude  and  barbarous — the  Saracens  and  Turks.  Christianity 
is  a  religion  of  principles,  addressed  to  the  understandings  of 
men,  and  supported  by  testimonies  the  most  indubitable.  Mo 
Lammedanism  is  a  fiction  of  pretended  intercourses  with  Heaven, 
affording  no  important  information,  and  supported  by  no  proofs 
but  the  affirmation  of  its  founder.  Christianity  was  inimical  to 
the  most  established  and  admired  notions  of  the  world;  but 
Jloliammedauism  was  adapted  to  the  prejudices  and  passions  of 
the  heathen — Arabians  and  Jews.  Christianity  was  so  pure 
and  holy  as  to  proclaim  its  descent  from  Heaven ;  but  Moham- 
medanism was  so  depraved  as  to  prove  it  must  have  emerged 
Irom  the  regions  of  darkness.  Christianity  was  propagated  by 
means  adapted  to  tlio  rational  standard  of  man,  by  instruction 
and  cjuvictiou  ;  but   Jlchammedanism  by  its  prophet,  arrayed 
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in  martial  dress,  enforcing  his  missiou  at  the  point  of  his  sword 
reeking  with  the  blood  of  its  victims.  Christianity  disputed 
every  inch  of  ground  against  the  most  potent  enemies  ;  but 
Mohammedanism  was  supported  by  powerful  sultans,  absolute 
tyrants,  and  mighty  armies.  Christianity  was  propagated  in 
defiance  of  the  most  violent  persecutions  of  the  emperors  of 
Eome  for  thi-ee  hundred  years ;  but  Mohammedanism  was  dis- 
couraged by  opposition,  and  defeated  by  resistance.  Christianity 
is  a  publication  of  those  facts  which  Mohammedanism  acknow- 
ledges ;  and  Mohammedanism  is  in  many  respects  a  confirmation 
of  the  evangelical  testimony.  "Where  is  the  comparison  between 
the  prophets  of  Mecca  and  Bethlehem,  the  Alcoran  and  the 
Testament,  the  mosque  and  the  sanctuary,  the  paradise  of  Ma- 
homet and  the  heaven  of  the  Son  of  God^ 

Christianity  being  true.  Deism  is  a  dangerous  infidelitij.  On 
its  own  princijples  it  is  condemned :  it  admits  the  being  of  God, 
and  attributes  to  his  agency  the  visible  creation.  But  surely  if 
the  Deity  can  afi'ord  his  creatures  a  revelation  of  himself  in  the 
frame  of  nature,  he  can  adapt  a  revelation  to  the  understanding 
and  the  heart.  Is  it  more  necessary  that  we  should  know  God 
in  his  natural  than  in  his  moral  perfections  1  or  is  the  immortal 
mind  less  capable  of  contemplating  God  than  an  organ  of  dust  ? 

Deism  is  illiberal  in  its  temper :  instead  of  that  honest  disposi- 
tion which  examines  with  candour,  and  balances  evidence  with 
impartiality,  it  indulges  a  mind  full  of  levity  or  spleen  ;  it  ex- 
hibits Christianity  to  ridicule  and  contempt ;  it  carps  at  every 
trifle  at  which  it  can  take  offence ;  it  expresses  a  spirit  of 
cowardice,  shooting  the  arrows  of  reproach  from  its  ambush,  as 
if  afraid  of  an  open  and  a  fair  encounter.  Deism  is  biassed  in  its 
attachments :  it  confers  the  Wghest  titles  of  its  respect  and  ad- 
miration on  those  religions  which  are  no  more  to  be  compared 
with  Christianity  than  the  cold  and  dark  fogs  of  night  with  the 
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warm  and  iUuminating  beams  of  day  ;  it  offers  its  sacrifices  on 
the  altars  of  the  ancient  Greeks  and  Eomans  ;  it  does  homage 
before  the  shrine  of  Mahomet ;  it  is  a  flattering  encomiast  of 
modern  Paganism,  although  the  religion  of  the  Hindoos  has  no 
greater  affinity  to  that  of  Christ,  than  an  uncultivated  and  bar- 
barous tract  of  country  has  to  the  most  fertile  soil,  and  the  most 
polished  region,  of  the  earth.  Deism  impoverislies  haman  Jmppi- 
iiess.  The  mind  of  man  reflects  on  the  past,  and  he  sees  that 
the  flow  of  years  has  been  as  rapid  as  the  flood ;  he  surveys 
surrounding  objects,  and  he  fijids  them  illusive  to  his  desires, 
and  insufficient  for  his  satisfaction ;  he  looks  within  himself, 
and  he  perceives  a  nature  endued  with  immortality  ;  he  pene- 
trates the  future,  and  with  a  pale  countenance  espies  his  own 
grave ;  his  mind  extends  into  the  regions  beyond  death,  and 
trembles  in  prospect  of  a  solemn  eternity;  unhappy  in  his 
highest  enjoyments ;  compelled  to  leave  a  state  of  being,  of 
which,  in  the  lapse  of  a  few  years,  he  is  weary ;  feeling  within 
his  bosom  the  pangs  of  remorse ;  apprehensive  that  the  Deity  is 
armed  with  justice,  and  uninstructed  by  Nature's  light  in  the 
terms  of  mercy,  his  sky  is  so  heavily  beclouded,  that  without 
the  light  of  Christian  truth,  every  ray  of  hope  shining  on  his 
mind  is  hazardous  conjecture ;  and  therefore — Deism  exposes 
itself  in  death.  Look  into  the  chamber  of  the  dying  infidel,  and 
you  either  behold  a  scene  of  stupid  insensibility,  of  puerUe  levity, 
or  of  dreadful  horror.  Eead  the  obituary  of  its  champions. 
Yoltaire,  when  verging  to  the  awful  issue,  discovered  a  con- 
science in  a  state  of  extreme  alarm :  in  his  last  Ulness  he  sent 
for  his  physician,  who,  when  he  came,  found  his  patient  in  the 
greatest  agonies,  "  exclaiming,  with  the  utmost  horror,  I  am 
abandoned  of  God  and  man."  Hobbes,  with  all  his  bravado, 
could  never  bear  to  hear  a  word  about  death  :  he  would  be 
struck  with  terror  if  his   ciiuiUo  went  out  in  the   night ;  and 
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drawing  near  to  the  grave,  lie  confessed  "  that  lie  was  about  to 
take  a  leap  in  the  dark."  Emmerson,  who  was  a  man  of  very 
superior  mathematioal  knowledge,  but  an  infidel,  neglected  all 
religious  duties,  and  addicted  himself  to  intoxication  and  profane 
language  ;  and  when  he  was  tortured  with  the  stone  towards  the 
close  of  life,  he  would  crawl  upon  the  floor,  praying  and  swear- 
ing. Eousseau  supposes  the  human  race  assembled  on  the  ruins 
of  the  world  ;  and  after  narrating  the  history  of  his  life,  he  chal- 
lenges any  one  of  them  to  say,  "  I  am  better  than  that  man.' 
Diderot  spent  his  last  hours  in  deciphering  riddles.  Hume 
expressed  no  fears  of  dying,  but  indulged  his  jokes  about  cross- 
ing Styx  in  Charon's  boat.  Turn  away  from  such  scenes  :  be- 
liold  Paul  of  Tarsus — how  thoughtful  and  tranquil,  how  pious 
and  courageous,  how  mortified  to  the  world,  and  animated  with 
the  prospects  of  eternity  :  reflecting  on  the  past,  he  rejoices,  "  I 
have  fought  a  good  fight ;"  dissatisfied  -vvith  the  present,  he  says, 
"  I  desire  to  depart ;"  expecting  his  martyrdom,  he  declares,  "  I 
am  ready  to  be  offered ;"  and  standing  on  the  verge  of  eternity, 
he  exults,  "  I  know  in  whom  I  have  believed  :  henceforth  there 
is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  glory."  This  is  not  a  soHtary  testi- 
mony :  millions  of  Christians  have  departed  in  the  same  senti- 
ments, and  with  equal  hopes  and  joys.  Instances  are  always 
occurring  :  and  a  religion  which  makes  man  such  a  hero  in 
nature's  extremity,  is  an  antidote  from  Heaven  for  human 
misery. 

Christianity  being  true,  /iojx;  perceives  an  enlivening  proqKct. 
Transgression  has  sown  the  seeds  of  disease  and  dissolution  in 
our  bodies  ;  it  has  entailed  on  man  the  ills  and  calamities  of 
this  mortal  life  ;  it  has  intermingled  an  unpleasant  bitter  in  the 
cup  which  Providence  presents  to  mortals.  A  desire  of  happi- 
ness is  implanted  in  our  bosoms,  and  is  the  spring  of  our  actions  ; 
but  we  are  perpetually  disappointed  and  mortified.     "We  behold 
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a  bright  scene,  and  we  smile ;  but  it  is  soon  beclouded,  and  our 
spirits  sink.  We  form  a  new  relation,  and  are  confident  of  hap- 
piness ;  but  its  duties  increase  our  cares,  its  anxieties  corrode 
our  pleasures.  We  see  a  fragrant  flower,  and  eagerly  gather  it ; 
but  an  unsuspected  thorn  pierces  the  hand.  We  aspire  to  a 
post  of  honour ;  but  elevation  is  the  point  of  envy,  detraction, 
and  danger.  We  seize  the  promise  of  friendship  ;  but  necessity 
is  the  period  of  disinclination  and  insincerity.  We  anticipate 
that  the  future  will  recompense  the  present ;  but  we  find  it  as 
dissatisfying  as  the  past.  In  this  ceaseless  agitation  of  mind, 
human  life  is  rapidly  ebbing  ;  and  if  it  were  not  for  the  light 
which  Christianity  sheds  on  the  regions  beyond  the  grave,  our 
pains  would  have  no  relief,  and  our  joys  be  deprived  of  their 
source.  But  the  gospel  discovers  to  the  Christian's  hope  a 
felicity  which,  in  its  nature,  meets  his  greatest  wishes — in  its 
degree,  his  utmost  capacity — and  in  its  duration,  the  immortality 
of  his  being.  Ignorance  and  error,  impurity  and  sin,  inquietude 
and  sorrow,  will,  at  the  Christian's  death,  be  exchanged  for 
knowledge  purified  from  every  shade  of  darkness,  for  a  love  of 
holiness  constituting  the  perfect  bias  of  the  soul,  and  for  a  joy 
consisting  in  the  purest  satisfaction  and  the  most  ravishing 
delight.  This  is  "  the  hope  laid  up  for  us  in  heaven — the  hope 
which  is  as  the  anchor  of  the  soul,  both  sure  and  steadfast,  en- 
tering into  that  which  is  within  the  ved." 

Christianity  being  true,  scepticism  and  unbelief  are  destructive 
sim.  In  aU  cases,  our  decisions  are  not  equally  important.  If 
we  suspend  our  assent  to  the  truth  of  a  narrative,  the  conse- 
quence is  trifling.  If  we  form  a  difi'erence  of  opinion  from 
another  on  a  speculative  point,  our  variance  of  judgment  may 
involve  no  injury.  If  we  mistake  a  road  to  any  particular  place, 
our  erroi  may  be  corrected.  But  this  is  not  the  case  with  our 
decision  on  the  momentous   subject  of  the  gospel  of  Clirist. 
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Christianity  being  true,  there  is  no  scheme  of  religion  which  can 
stand  in  rivalship  with  it.  Christianity  being  tnie,  unbelief 
impeaches  the  divine  veracity.  There  is  no  alternative  to  impen- 
itence but  condemnation.  The  guilt  of  rejecting  Christ,  is 
aggravated  in  proportion  to  the  evidences  of  the  truth  of  his 
religion.  The  misery  of  unbelief  will  be  adequate  to  that 
penalty  which  Christ  suffered — to  that  severity  of  justice  which 
Christ  endured.  Christianity  being  true,  the  final  anguish  of 
unbelief  -wUl  be  as  dreadful  as  the  happiness  of  faith  wOl  be 
delightful :  the  duration  of  the  misery  of  unbeHef  will  be  com- 
mensurate wdth  the  eternal  feUcity  of  the  blessed.  With  the 
New  Testament  in  our  hands,  with  all  the  admonitory  provi- 
dences of  Heaven  in  our  observation,  with  the  solemnities  of 
death  in  our  prospect,  with  the  awful  moment  of  eternity  m  our 
expectation,  wdth  the  evil  of  siu  in  oui  conscience,  and  with  the 
justice  of  God  La  our  apprehension,  there  is  no  interval  for  a 
sceptical  speculative  fancy,  for  a  careless  indifference.  There  is 
not  a  moment  to  be  lost — every  thing  dear  to  us  is  at  stake  ; 
and  if  death  snatches  the  divine  testimony  from  our  hand  before 
•we  have  learnt  the  truth,  and  "  the  truth  has  made  us  free,"  this 
will  be  our  condemnation,  that  "  light  is  come  into  the  world, 
but  that  we  have  loved  darkness  rather  than  light,  because  our 
deeds  were  evU."  The  gospel  is  the  last  dispensation  we  may 
expect  from  Heaven.  The  axe  is  already  at  the  root  of  the  tree  ; 
and  it  must,  ere  long,  be  cut  down,  let  its  branches  be  ever  so 
diffusive,  or  its  foliage  ever  so  verdant. 
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